INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETING AND FILING DIVORCE FORMS
IHEHRXBIEREIAA

Do I need a lawyer?
L A 2 1 A

Probably YES if:
GRERIE RAIEHENIAR AT REFR 22 -

The case is contested (you do not agree).

FHFESFIERRDO,

Your spouse has a lawyer.

NERTLTIREESRE TN

You do not have an address for or cannot locate your spouse to serve them with court documents.

TR SR BC B R st AR By A I Ak T e iR A HORIR R e s

You cannot get the evidence you need to prove your case.

oy mrNEE by ESESURNREIEEE NN

Your case involves complex issues:

NISES LRI e =R TR

o You or your spouse have a house, a pension/retirement account, or a large amount of property or income.
RIS HIBCIRA 51 77 E & IR IR S K P SOREH 7 5

o You and your spouse disagree on child custody (parenting time or decision-making authority).
TEFNIE BB AE T AP A B ARIK R —BOE W, (BERIN A SRERD

o You want an annulment.
1A B B AR AR A TC R

o You have been married for more than 10 years and you want alimony.
mEassiEEd 10 4, B ERIIEFR 2,

o You or your spouse own a business.
NN L ST/ANET

o You are seeking support for an adult destitute child.

IEAES RIS EN AT IN L HIHETR 2R

Where do I file my forms?
AET AL P A TR ?

File with the Clerk of the Circuit Court for the county in which you live, or in which your spouse lives or works.

TR A BB A B B s AR S Al m R id B e 22 s
What are the steps?
HIGS efipe?
1. Complete a complaint form. There are two (2) different divorce complaint forms:

HF IR B AEIRIR N = (2) #h:
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SAFETY CONCERNS
ReEE

If you want your personal
information to remain
confidential for safety or
domestic violence concerns,
do not include your address
or contact information on the
complaint form. To ask the court
to seal a case record or to limit
inspection of a portion of the
record, file a Motion to Seal or
Otherwise Limit Inspection of a
Case Record (CC-DC-053).

MREHLELHPAEEET
REHWREREERFR
2, B0 IRR RN GBI
UK RE B BN AR
ECRIPRHFLAAEEDIC
F, B B HF I SNRE
MZEHIZF(CC-DC- 053),

e Complaint for Absolute Divorce (CC-DR-020): Use this form if you want to file for
divorce.
#o 0 B A IRIR (CC-DR-020) - 41 SR B2 F 1S 9 7 56 FH I AR A
e Counter-Claim for Absolute Divorce (CC-DR-094): Use this form if your spouse
has filed for an absolute divorce and you wish to ask the court for relief different from
what your spouse requested in their complaint.
HN B IR (CC-DR-094) - G SRS B & F iR 4o B4, &R
AT BCABLETRIRZ SR AURTT, TE 6 FHIX RS,
2. Complete other forms as required.
TR EORIE S HAh R A,
e Civil Domestic Case Information Report (CC-DCM-001): Required for all divorce
cases.
REREZRMEEMRE (CC-DCM-001): Fif B USRI,
e  Parenting Plan (Custody Agreement): Required in all cases involving custody of
a minor child. Read the Maryland Parenting Plan Instructions (CC-DRIN-109).
You can use the Maryland Parenting Plan Tool (CC-DR-109) or create your own
plan. If you are not able to agree on a comprehensive parenting plan, you must
file a Joint Statement of the Parties Concerning Decision-Making Authority and
Parenting Time (CC-DC-110). Learn more at mdcourts.gov/parentingplan.

TR GRAP 0 - FE R IR T 2 P A G SR A AR T 222 14

i

B 125 B 22N BER R (CC-DRIN-109). 877 DA A 5 B 2N B FE I T A (CC-DR-109)
Bl B TP 5 B TC TR 2 A BER UMSOR A — 2, WA IR 22— 1 X7 R E BN 2L
S IRIEA AR (CC-DC-110), B 24 EIE L mdcourts.gov/parentingplan.

e Financial Statement (CC-DR-030): Required for cases seeking child support and the parents’ combined
monthly income is $30,000 or less. Each spouse must file this form.
5543k (CC-DR-030) : 53K IRHNF L4572 M HABREXTT H WS FIZE S $30,000 B DA RAYSE
THR0E, BCAE X7 B TUHS I RAK

e Financial Statement (CC-DR-031): Required for cases seeking alimony, property distribution, or child
support if the parents’ combined monthly income is more than $30,000. Each spouse must file this form.
5543 (CC-DR-031): anERARE A WA S THEETE 30,000 7T, TR EFUSHLT 2. U7~ ekt 77
F LRI R, BLE T IHUEE AR,

e Joint Statement of the Parties Concerning Marital Property (CC-DR-033): Required if you or your spouse
is seeking division or transfer of marital property or a monetary award. File at least 10 days before your
trial or by any other date set by the court.

77 2% TR AR 7 Bk & A (CC-DR-033) - 4N SRAZ A A ELE 335K 70 B B AL AR AR IV 7™~ B £k
AR, Tl SR, TE SRR B 8RB RLE FIE T A H TR 2D 10 KIE5L,
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e Marital Settlement Agreement

(CC-DR-116): Required if the basis of
your complaint for divorce is mutual
consent. G ET H E I.P

==
USRI (CC-DR-116): AR B
BHEIRIRR BT AR R AR, Wit 3* EX ﬁ’ HjJ
XA E, e Maryland Court Help Center (phone & chat):

mdcourts.gov/helpcenter
SR ZNABREER RO (BIFSWXE)
mdcourts.gov/helpcenter

e Division of Vital Record’s Report of
Absolute Divorce or Annulment of
Marriage (get this form from a court ) .

lerk). Submit a completed form before e Family Law Self-Help Centers (walk-in):
clerk). .p X mdcourts.gov/family/familylawassistance
the enq of your hear.lng. The court will RESEBEBDL (EERL):
not mail you your divorce decree unless mdcourts.gov/family/familylawassistance
you file this form. e People’s Law Library (website): peoples-law.org

A Di\aiﬁai Ao RS IBR 7 BR A . EACEEREBE (Mih): peoples-law.org
3&(}\)\(2/'%?;%16%&?52&@'4@%)0 I e Self-Help Video Library (video): mdcourts.gov/videos
B/‘Juﬁﬁiéﬂﬁi_z Al ﬁxiﬁ\%\ ﬁﬂzﬁg%% B BNASRZE (#147): mdcourts.gov/videos

Mo TEIEARIEAZ BERARHVIE LTS, b
R A S AN GEEI A R

3. Prepare to file your completed forms.
TE I I R TR AR S SE R 2 h o

e (Call the court to ask about filing fees and method of payment.
BT B A [ HA I 2R RO KT T

e If you cannot afford the fee, complete a Request for Waiver of Prepayment of Prepaid Costs
(CC-DC-089).
QAR TCIR A S B Y, TS T 2% A P ER S FR S (CC-DC-089),

e Make two copies of everything you file. File the originals with the court. Keep one copy for your records;
the other copy is for service of process on the other party.
TR HI PR A A RIA o T8 R R PR A8 IR, IR B — D BIA SIS ; 5 — 1 EIA
HREES T EHEA

4. File your completed forms, along with the filing fee, at the clerk’s office.
TERILE AR EIEH S S RAS DU FRIE 2%,

e Ifyou are representing yourself, you can either file completed paperwork in person, or by mail directly to
the clerk’s office OR you can E-file.
NARIERER E O, 0] DLS IR S SE A S, BRE I EHICE AR, siE &R DU
T dE5Z,

e E-filing is NOT mandatory if you do not have a lawyer.
qnARAET A BN, DAL 75 AR A2 F il PR 25K

e For more information and directions about E-filing see: mdcourts.gov/mdec/efilingpublic
R TR T DA SR AR B 245 B 51678, 1§24 . mdcourts.gov/mdec/efilingpublic

5. Complete Service of Process on your spouse. Service is the way the court knows the other side receives copies of
the papers you filed with the court. Learn more at mdcourts.gov/ccservice
FE O BB AT IRIR, PR B TR RE 5 — 77 SN CE B 2 B IRGER SCERIA R 77 2 1E V517
mdcourts.gov/ccservice T f#i¥lE,
e The clerk will send you a “writ of summons” for service of process on your spouse.

PILERAEFE LRI DAERIE A .
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e You must arrange for a third party to serve a copy of the summons, the complaint, and all other papers
filed with the court on your spouse within 60 days of the date on the writ of summons.
TR =75 Re i 55, IR IR 2 = TEBE I AT Bt S fF 2 BIATER IR B IS 60 RATIE
IREAEELAE,

¢ You may not serve the documents yourself. Another person must do it.

JEANR] DK B IRIR S 0 55— NIKIE,
o You may request the Sherift’s office in the county where your spouse lives to serve the other side.
A fee is required, unless the court granted you a fee waiver.
] ER A BB A A B B T A B S O 59— 75 HHEARIRIE, BRI AN HH R B
H, BRAREBEL ISR 70 1 2%
o You may pay for a private process server or have a friend or family member (free) who is over
18 and not a party to the case serve the other side. If the papers are served at your spouse’s home,

your server may hand them to your spouse or to a competent co-resident who is at least 18 years
old.
AT DN BRI TR R A SCAFIRIE N G, BRI A B GR E pl B7 (F2) WIS ORIE, 1A N B2
IR 18 % HFHF AR RIFHI— 77 . i RS FIRR BB A ETAL, ERTIEE N G ] 4 1R
ARG EECH TR 18 & IR 1T NRE IR A .
© You may have an adult who is not a party to the case perform the service by certified mail
requesting “Restricted Delivery — show to whom, date, address of delivery.” Your spouse must
sign the green card, which you must file with the court.
AT ALEFF AR A S 77 IR B 515 (certified mail) SEHEIXE, AR  “FR
Hllieis—RWIPEN L, HGIFHaL,” SRR EOSTES LT, BB %S R
R EIER,
e Personal delivery means that papers are handed to your spouse. If service is made at your spouse’s home,
documents may be handed to your spouse or to a person over age 18 who also lives in the home.
N NIBE A S A2 G I A BC AR QNSRS IR BB B A EATAL, ST AT 4 i e 28 SR AT A8
SCRIFEAE IZ P B A YA T 18 %7 YN (.

6. Your server should complete the Affidavit of Service to prove your spouse was served. File the Affidavit of Service
with the court.
TEIIRIR N RN IZIH S TR UER 3, MTTTIESE B 58 SO S I BL B AUIRIE, AR S IXRUERT i,
e Use CC-DR-056 if service was by certified mail.
nEEE HS1E (certified mail) 5EIXIE, 1HHH CC-DR-056,
e Use CC-DR-055 if service was by private process.
qnEEII A N SEBURIX, T CC-DR-055,
o If the sheriff served your spouse, the sherift’s office will file the Affidavit of Service.
R EERERREERIRE, BE RN B RESIRIKIER A,
e If you cannot have your spouse served (for any reason, such as you cannot locate them or they are
evading service), you probably need to seek legal advice.
QR R (RO ARART R R 14 S5 e TR RS A B E (3 B R FIR) TeiE e R BB 5E XX | JmTRE
RS RATE

7. Wait for your spouse to file an answer or counter-claim. Deadlines to respond to a divorce complaint:
FHE LR S A B S S o [P B8 A VR IR AR L B[] -
e [fyour spouse was served in Maryland: 30 days after service of process.
GHARSERIECARTE B =N SIRIA RIR)E 30 Ko
e [fyour spouse was served in another state: 60 days after service of process.
G SRSERIECARE HARIN R SZIRIE IRIK G 60 Ko
e [fyour spouse was served in another country: 90 days after service of process.
AN SAB I BC AR A LA R X F2 5218058 1 1R IK G 90 Ko
e [fyour spouse does not respond in the time allowed, file a Request for Order of Default (CC-DR-054).
NSRRI ARAE RN T P [R5 TR A2 BRI a2 HR T (CC-DR-054),
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