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}IEARING REQUESTED
I\IÄTA.I-IE lvt, LAPRADË MARYLAND
MHDICAL CANNA.BIS COh,IM'N., el d],,

,Ðefendarits"

EIVÍORËENCY MTTICI}i
TO DISSOL\¿E OR MOÐIFY TROI FOR

RENEWAL OT TTIE MOTTON TO IT\{fTRVENE;
TO INTERVENE IN THIS ÄCTION; TO CONSOLIDATEi
FOR STAY FENDING APPEA.LI AND tN OPPOSIfiON

TO MOTTON 18]ß J'RALIMINARY l"N.ruNClION

Jape Doe, Johi,r'Ðoe, Curia Vlellness¡ LLC, Doctorrn Otdnrs h{aryland, LLC* üteen teaf

Medical, LLC, Kind Therapeutics, USA, LI-C, SunMed Growers, LLC, Maryland'rffholesale

Medical Can¡abis Trade Association, ¿nd tlre Co¿lition for Patient Medicinal Access, LLC

({ïr{ovaritso'), by fh+ trrrde6igoed.counssl, file thìs Emergency Motion to Dissolve or M.odify thE

tRO of tv-I ay 25,2tll?il fo¡ Renewal of the Motion to ,Intervene; to Intervençz anrl Consolidate;

for a .Stay Fending Appeal; and in Oppositio:¡ to the Mqtíon fcr prelimtnAry .Injunction, stâts ås

follorus:

t" Ås seL forth ur{)re fully in the accornpanying Memor:andum a¡tcl Afficiavits,

attached hçrcto ancl incorporated herein ("supported Memo ancl Affidavits"), Movants are all

busines,ses nnd persons rvhose important and vested interests are directly anrl pr:oxirnately

| 'fhe Moriorl tc Shorten Tinre filecl contenìpor{rneously herewith is incarporated h*rcin,

2'lllese mc¡lions tr¡nsisl of a motion lü renëw lhe prior n¡r¡tion Io intervene, and a sccclnd, scpnrate molion to

intervene,
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atïected by thc Temporary Restraining Order and Motion for Prelimínary Injunction. aâ well as

other plearlings ancl papcrs, filed in this actiorÍ.

Z. Mcvants rvsre, and. continuc to ba denïed proced,ufal proteetions, due process,

a¡rd tlreir funrlamental right tÕ,protect tlæir affectcd inùetests.

. 3, MCIvânrs have an absolute riglt, WithÕut Teqt¡çsting ilite¡ventiÕÍt' tCI'fnCIve [o

rnodif! or dissolve the TRt, under Rule 15-504(t), and for reasotrs set forth in the Supported

Memo and Affidavits.

4, The TRt should be tlissolved, för reasons.pet. for-th in ths Sttpported Merno,rnd

Affidavits"

' j. The bond for the TRO is inadequate, under tbe facts and Maryland Rules, and tlte

TRO should be modified, for reasons srt forth in the Supported Menro and Affidavits,

6. A heati$g ,qr thç,Mstion ta lliçsçlvç or ÞIodity the TRO sbould be'ret nn two

days' norice lnrr6.*ånt to ttre Maryland Rtrlæ. *F,net forth in tlrs $npponed fufemo ând Åfi.Idavit$,

''Ì, Movants' rights and interests have bee¡, and conrinue to be, adversely affected by

a¡rd in thís aetiou by the relief requested by Plointiff.

8n Mcvagts'' intersslå are not * md câ¡urot be * arlequately represented by the Slatc,

inel.uding the Ïtdaryla¡d Mcdical Çannabis Co¡nmissionn because Mova¡tts' interests differ f¡orn

the State's intgrösts,

9. Mova,nts $hould be allowed to lrrteffenè prior ton or a[ tho comr)tËncemcnt of, t]te

Brclimirrary ínjunction hearing, for reasons sst fÕrtlt in the Suppoficd Mento ançt Á'f,fi.davil$, ûnrl

Motion to Shoden Time.

10. Prior ro tlte pelirninary injunction hearing, Ivlov¡nts shoultl Lre provided copies of

all çliscovery ancl plcadings filetl or exchangetl ¡fter the initial Molion 1o lnlervene was deliied.

)
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l l, lvfovants should ba permitted to subpocnn wilnessss andlor dçcuments for the

prel irninary injunction hcaring.

12. Th* tvl{}tiort for Freliminary lnjunction shoul.d be deiiied, after: a full atlversary

,heariug, for reã$ðnt set fofih in tlre SupBorted Melno ånd ¡tffidavits,

13. Jhe June 2,20I''t,hearing shoukl be continued, for reasons sex forth in, and on the

conditions suggested in, the S.upported Me¡no antl Afficlavits, and Motíon to eontjnue June 2,

20 I ? I-fearing, incoqporåted herein,

14" Âltegnative Medicirte Mâryland, LLC's {"AMM'}, time to reqponrl shouid be

shofiened as $et farth in the Motíon to Shorten TÍme, incorporated herein.

15. AMM should be compelled to bring to any hearing the infomation requested in

the Supported Memo an<l Affidavits, and Motion to Shorten Time.

16, AMM's entire Motio-n is grounded on a faulty factual predicate and unproven

æsurnption,

17. AMM woulcl havé ihis Court believe that ths Commission did nothing to achieve

raciàl aud:srbnic diversity. Thar is not coreect'

tS: ASdIvl eRs when it sr.rggeste that it seeks to prç$eÍl/s the stat¡s quo tlirnngh a

prelirtrinarln iljunction,

19, tn the f"acts preserre{ it would have beçn uncon.stitulional to rio what AMM

requ*sts.

20, Prof. F. Mich¡el Higginirothâm appeårs to be a highly-respscted atronrey nnd

nothing contained. herein is to tle cont¡:åry; horvever, his affidavit is in.adulissible, and lvlovants

olrjecl to consirlsration of i{ in its enlirety.

.1
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21" Whilc AIvIM previously opposed co¡tsolidaliort by *rguing the Gilt/lvlCP ca¡e

(Cnse No; 24-C-16-Õ051341 and AMM câse w&rs diftþrent, it took a 18Û degree turn in the

depositiorr of'Conrrnissioner.ftobsh*uvn and ,{Tvlkf'* çCIunSel $tated: "üeogr*pltie úiversi$ is. ¡tu.rl

af our tërnpta¡r1t, ffrÌ jtut. racial .and cthnic diversity." Robshaw Depo. ât [I 8, 1?? (cmphasis

.artded). Eaeed on that aclnrission, thcse .açtions should be co¡solidated, for reaso¡t$,:statcd ín.lhe

Supported Memo aud Afficlavits.

22. This acrion shorrld be stayed pendÍng appeals in Case Nos. 40 and 42, Coutt of

$pecial Appeals, tbr reasc¡ls statecl in the Supported Memo and Affidavits.

23, Movants incorporate by reference their prior fîlings in this rnatter and thc related

GTVMCP case.

24. AMM seeks to delay Movants' medicnl trealrnent and businessgs. In this, as in

orher co¡texts, justice clelayed is justice denied. StanJbrd y, Ðrsú. Title Ins, Co;, 260 ¡Vfd. 550.

554 (r"9?r).

2,5., Here, treatmerrt delayed {s fleatmönt denisd. Patients h¿ve waítÞd four years

whiie. ,qMM has dithered tince, ths middle of,?015, It is,f*l.too,latë in,the day to tell them, 1'be

$atient, We're worki¡g oB it." AMM"s acti¡¡rs ârË:tallüt$ gnd UüconsciofrAþle,

26. Businesses ltave invested mitljons a¡rd íi is far tpo lâte to tell them that multi-

nrillion clollar buildings nrust sit enrpty and employees laid off.

TVherefore, the Mnvants Tequest that this Court order A,MM to bring the reqirested cur¡ent

financial -qtatemc.nts, auditecl financi¡rl ¡itåtemönts, applicntion- and ranking to the ltcaring,

dissçlve antl mociil-y the 'l'lìO, dçrry the requett for prelirninaty injurrcrinün atttl for auch othel and

lìlrll"rer relìef as may Lre ¡tecsssary or appropriale'

4
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nnnuqsT'lpR BeÄEI$g

Movantc rËquÊ.st á hearing on lheir motion. Furytlant to RUte i5-5Ûa(fi1 'ïfhe court shall

proceed to hear and determine rhe application at the eärliest possible time."

$uBtv-1r,[IED-

LLC
f,00* Cþper Park Road, Suite 1t8
Ballirrtoreu Maryland LlZLl
,ffieincr@twll,äw"soft
lvlB ermâa @rrvllaw' com
Bgogel,@rwllaw.com
(4to) roç-g08CI Telephone
(410) ?69-881 1 Facsimile

AIan M. Rifkin
P¡'1ç1¡{ WËiNËR LIVTNGSTCIN LLC
225 Duke of,Gloucester Street
Annapolis, Maryland 214Û1

ARifkin@rwllaw,com
(41û) 269-5066 TelePhone

t4Xû) 269-t 235 Fãesimile

tonoostrfollulovønts
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pffi T¡[lsérll,pr ülånYJ cE

I HERETY certify that on this 30ui day of May 20,17, ä copy of the foregoing was seived,

by firçr**lasa.m-ail,postage prepaitl, and via email, on;

Tleather B. Nelson
Robert Ð. MeCraY

0ffiep of the Attor,rrey teneral
Maryland Þepartment af Health & b{e*qi þgiene

3,Û0 Tfçst hestsn $trset, St¡ite 30?
Ëaltimor¡, Mariland- 2L2A1

[Ieat]i çr,ncl sorr I @ rraryl *nd, gov
Robert.mccray @marYl and. gov

A*or n eys fø r D efø nd ant s

B'Tron L.lYarnknl
Byroa ts".TVaarken

\iVa¡rlken, LLt
ã Rç¡ervöir Clrcle, Suite 104

Salrimqre, MxYland ?.L208

John A. Pica, Jr,
, JTHN FTcA AJIIN AS$üCIÄÉ$, LLC

tr4,State'Ciiçle
AnnaPalir*, MrrYland 11401

Bdan S" Ëtown
CkistoPher T, C asei¿l¡ro

Brown &, Barron, LLC
? St. Paul Street, Suite 800

Eall,imore, MarYland Zl2O2

Attçrn eyç fr¡ r F laint{ff Alt e rnnt íy e Ívl ed íci.ne lttî ary [qnd, LIrC

6
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Fhillip lvl. Andrews
Christopher, C, Jeffries

Sheila R, G-ibbs

Louis P, Maliek
Ktamon & Graham, P,A.

tne South Slreet, Suite 2600
Baltimore, Maryla*d X.Åm

pandrewsôkg-law.corn
cjefffies@kgJaw,com
sgibbs@kg-law.com
hu¿iick@kg-law.com

Aaornøys fot Plaintiff #Tl Maqtaø4 t*C

Alfred F. Belcuore
Law Offices sf Alfred F, Eelcuore

888 l?üStreeç |-{W, Suitè 904
Washington, ÐC ã00t6

Àlfred.belc&orø @bElcuorelaw"com

Edward tñËcidenfeld

The V/eidenfeid Låw FktL F"C.
888 l?th Skeet, NIV, #1250

TVashington, DC 20006
cdwald @ weidenfel dlaw. com

A t to rney fo r P Ia i ntiff M øry I and Ç ul t iv at i on & P to c e s s in ¡¡, LLC

BruceL Marcus
Sydney M. Pnttereon

641 I lvy Lan€L Suite 116

Greenbelt, Maryiand 20770
bmarcus@¡larcusbonsib. com

s¡latterson @ nrârcusbçnsihcam

Artorneys for Proposcd Intervenirr,g DøþnrÌnnt, Holislic lnùßtries, LLC

¡
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Paul D. Bekman
300IV P,ralt Street, 11.45ü

Baltinore, Ivlatyland 2 f2Û 1

b akm an @ þ mala¡vfirm" com

RobertB. Schuiman
Sehulman, Hershfieltl & fiilden¡ P'Au

tsgEasl Fratt $ryeeL Stiits 904
Baitirnorcn llaryland XläAz

rbs@shg-legal,com

Aførneys for Proposed Interven1r, Temercal Wellness of lularyIand, ILC

Ira.Kasdan
Allan Weiner
Bezalel Stem

Joseph Ð. $lilson
KelleyDrye & Warrcn LLP
3050 KS*getnNW- #4CI0

lVashíngton, ÞC 20007
IKasdan @ KelleyDrye.com
Alü/ei ner @ Kel I eyDrYe. com
BStem@KelleyÐrye.com
JWilspa@ KelleyDryo;co m

Attorneys ftrr Praposed Intervenor, Forward1ro, LLC

''l
r¡r1."- *"*

D- Berman

I
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ATTERNATTVË MEDTCINE MARYLA.ND,
LLC,

Pl¿inttffl

TN THE

CIRCUiT COUßT

FQR BALTIL,IORECTTY

Case No. 24-C- 16.005801

HÅTALIS M, LAPR"AI}E h{ARYLANN
h,tgËICAL CAFJNABIS CO-lvlM'N., *f ßf',

Ósfêndaüts,,

tBSnI¿,S, Ë4N,frp¡S mnT¡aN'r0:n:$SatY$ o&MPPlgv l¡t0

tt is this 

- 
day of May, 2017,by the Circuit Courf,for Baltimore City, ORDERED thah

1, The tempolary'testr-aining order sntsre'd on May P-5, ?017, be, a¡d høehy''iç,

n¡s,SOLVEÞl

2., IALTERNATIVE] The tcmpÐråry reetraitriåg order e¡rtercd on May95,2O1?; Þ'o,

and hereby is, ÐISSOLVED unless and until Atternativc Medicine Maryland, LLC, posts a bond

in the amolr4t of ths Cðuft h*v-ing found on lhc record before ít lhat said

eompanyhas strffÌciert finaneÍàl iesources tc do Poi

3, Thjs Order is rvithcUt p:ejudice to any pgrsorl to request a greater or Ìesser bsndris

tþe,nurounT fhat * preliminary injunction issuesl no rulíng on sucb issue being cotrtåined hereinl

and,,

4, Tånt a copy of this order shall be transmitled to all patties âad p¿rsons who have

appeared"

Barry G. Wiltiams
Judge, Ckcuit Coun for Ealtirnore City

v.

s
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qBPES

It,isrhis dayofMay,ãûl7,bvrheCircuitCourtforBaltimoreCiqy,ORDEREÐthat;

t" Altenrstive Medicià¿ klaryland, LLC. shatl produce a copy of itt most recent

frnancial stârements, last auditÊd finâncial ståtementsf Äpplicafion, and RËSI ranking at the

hearing an the Motion to Dissolve or Modify TR0, with copies for all counsel; and,

2. That a copy of this order shall be transmitted to all parties and,pe,rsons who have

aBpeared:.

l-Yillialqs
Ciicuit Ëpnrt fçr tsaltimoreËity

ALTERNATIVË'MED]CINË MARYIAND,
LLC,

?lainriff.

V,

NÂT.{LTE IVT" LATR"åNE M.A'RYLAND
MËDICAL CANNABIS COMM'N., et ã..,

Defcndants,

IN î[TE'

CIICUIT TOUKT

FOR *ÀIjrIMfiRE f;ITY

Case No. 24-C-16-005801

10
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CTIMÂnYtANÞ, LLC' øi a/",

Plaintifl

V,

NAI,{ LIg M, LAP}.ÅÞE MÁ.KYL'AND
MgÐfCAL. CÄNNABIS, COMM'N,, q¡ a/",

.Delsddanls,

r*ltri** t*ttr *rüt*ìri¡l*,¡if t r*+tr*ir r

Ä TTBII}ÍANY g MEDICTNE MA RYLÂT{D,
'Lttn

Flatuttlff¡

Ía

NATÀLIÊ fi4 tAPRÁDB T9IARYTAND
,ubnfc*t chNNABI COMM',Ñ..,¿t ol,,

tN ]'r{E

CIRCUIT COUIIT

FOR BÀLTIMORE CITY

Cs$o No, 24-ç-11005134

. ù ** * * * r.*.***i ****-* **ú,t ** ittr ** * ù** ***i

tNirus

CIREUITCOTJRI

r.On'eALTlMCI,nECff'f

C¿so l.Io, ?4 4.1{'00f 80 1.

Ðd daet& !

I, iha ùndersignçal, dcÕlsrç or a{Iirm sÅ followsl

'1, 
.! lrnve por$onr¡l kno$ledge df lhc facts containpd hsreiþ; I arp oVor l $ y,eq¡p óf

qge and g qTitzçnof$aryiang.I aro cgnrpctent t0 tes{ry to ths f¿cls'iontained herciil.

,, I, firue Þoe 2, &q oüt of the pnronls of fane nnd fohn Doe'

3. Janc qr¡d John Doe suffpr liom e¡:ilepay, 'l"hey. have ütqu.ent ssizlìrÞs that arc

painfirl and frightoning. thoy sre ¡ninors" Jnne Doo sufføtu from otlle¡ conditibns. *t lreding

physicïan h¡s statsd thnt r¡se of nredic¡l çannabis rvill lihely all¿vintç thsil symplörfls.

4. Ëach day that goÈ's by witlrout âccc'ss lQ mcdical c¿nnabìs incresses the suffetiirg

that fhey endure.
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' 5. Ja¡re ancl John Doe do not want to disclosc thoir meclical condif ion o]r tiealnrent to

tho p¡blìc, As one of their pareuts, I strong{y asscrt their riglrt of prlvacy in this rregâtd'

I solcmnly afTirm under the penalties of perjury that the contents of the forcgoing papet

ale true to ths bcst qf ¡ny knowleclge, infgrmation, aud belief,'l

Namgl ..-. .,[ane Doe;2 . ",, -.. - --.- .., ., ,l
Jnhuary 17,20,17
.Exeouted in Mârylanci

I I{E¡rc.l}Y dedi{y that on lhis snuaryi 2A17, L Çopy of 1lìÊ, foregoing w¡is

served¡ by first olass mai[, postage propaid,'qncl via emall, on:,

Fhìllip M',ândtews
' ehrÍstçÞh€r C; 

'Jeffries
Shs:ila R, q¡þb¡
Louis P.; Malish

Kraäon
,One:S

Of Couns¿1:

LannY J. DaYis
Davis Goldbçrg & GalPerPI,LC

lf 0O X. Sti, N.lq', Suite 825

Washinþlon, D,C' 20006
202-889-3.827

Åttornel,s þv Plainti/! GTI Marylan:d; LLC

Alfred L Belcuore
L¡w Offices of Allred F, Belctlore

I A signed copy rvitb the Bctual nanre of'Jaoe Doe 2 is in counsel's pôsscssion

1-
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8Í8 $eyenteenth Süect, N.V{', Suile 904
Iffnshington, D.C. 20006

Al fred.lrelcuoie@belcuorelãw.com

Å uo rttcy f. or P t arnilf,n'tdtytand &4l tv øtta ¡ Q p v6 çe,r ¡;t ag, I;ÍC

Snlllmo.ror

Åïothá)rr þl Þqllt rd daw

SJ¿ron f".Wqfrlten.
:ByronB'' Uí¡rnkprr,

l$a¡nken, LLC

" â llsgcfvoir tír,, ft04
Saltirnorc,'¡{Ql!208

bfron@H.¿r¡ kçnlay.oo¡:l

iohn lt* Fltri, Jl:
fohn Pica and Àssoqistcs, LtC

U gtåte Cktls
{nnapelis, }llÞ 2J40i

e

2

Á.ltarney.rþr Ãlaryldnd, LLC

Þ.

: ,,A nrolion cr iì rcspr,oÍç ts a ûT{'!iiou lllal is b¡¡ssd on {nulc tlol tr0fûincd in thc rccord rh¿ll lx¡ .cnfpoñed by

aflidayft n¡r¡l nccpmÞnnisd by nny ¡rpers on which it is bnsed'" l¡id. ßult 2-3l l, R¡¡lc ?.lll rJncs nçt rT:qrritr ltl
n{li¡avlt r,n¡cr pys¡nll tnåwterlic trl¡ri Rrrle l-3ü4, ivhich govc¡:rts llrr "f,t¡rru ol:¡lfìtlr¡vil," pruvidcs that tlu'

";sla{*rÐenl çl ¡tr alli¡tti, . . ln*y he natlt/' i¡ lhe t¡rlr Sct forlh [lrovf, zlcûo] ¡J ì(lrlc I '3C1,

3
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ALTERNATTVE MEDTCINE MARYLAND,
LLC, et ol.,

Y.

II{ îHE

CIRCUIT COURT

FOR. BALTIMORE CITY

Case No. 24-C-1 6-0û580 I

Platuxiff.

NÁ,TALIË M. LA?RA.DË MARYf-ANÐ
MEÐICAL CAIINABIS" COMM'N.. el a/.,

Defenðants.

I, the rürdersiped, deelare or affi¡n as follows;

t. I have personal knowledge of the facts contained herein- I anr over 18 years of age

ancl a citizen of Maryland. I arn competent to testi$ to fhe facts co¡rtained herein.

z.

depression.

3. I have been diagrrosed with essential hemors, cluonic joint paiu (from artluitis) and

clinical depression.

4. The phannaceutical dnrgs I have been prescribed do not teat the vmious conditions

as advertised and cause sicle effects which ca¡r l¡e worse than the conclitions.

5, I ueed to have ruediciual caural¡is which has beenurore effective without s ide

effects to freat my contlitions.

6. I do not want to disclose my rnedical conditio¡r or treatrnent to the public.

7. f solerrrrrly affirur rrllder the penalties of pe{ury and npon personal kncwledge fhat

the. conterrts of the foregoing paper are tnre.

t.E@EE[| strflèr frour essential rremors. cluonic-ioint pain- and ciinicai

John oe

May2 Executed irr Maryland
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ALTERNATIVE MEDICINE MARYLAND,
LLC,et al.,

IN THE

CIRCUIT COURT
Plaintifl

FOR BALTIMORE CITY

Case No. 24-C-1 6-005801

NATALIE M. LAPRADE MARYLAND
MEDICAL CANNABIS, COMM'N., et al.,

Defendants

AFFIDAVIT OF Alleganv Medical Mariiuana Dispensarv

I, the undersigned, declare or affirm as follows:

1. I have personal knowledge of the facts contained herein. I am over 18 years of

age and a citizen of Maryland. I am competent to testify to the facts contained herein.

2. Allegany Medical Marijuana Dispensary is a Maryland limited liability company

formed for, among other things, the purpose of seeking a license from the Maryland Medical

Cannabis Commission, and then for distributing medical cannabis for eligible patients through

channels established and approved by the laws of Maryland.

3. On December 9,2016, Allegany Medical Marijuana Dispensary was approved by

the Maryland Medical Cannabis Commission ("MMCC") for a distribution license, afler a

rigorous and costly application process.

4. Allegany Medical Marijuana Dispensary has finished the Stage 2 process.

Allegany Medical Marijuaria Dispensary believes in good faith that it will timely meet, all

requirements for final approval and licensure as olrr facility build-out will be complete by

71U2017.

5. On December 23, 2016, Allegany Medical Marijuana Dispensary began

taking steps to become operational.
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6. Allegany Medical Marijuana Dispensary has spent in excess of $750,000 to plan

a¡d complete build-out, purchase software, interview and letain clinical, management, and

operational staff, advertise, and provide advocacy in the community by bringing in medical

speakers from Universities such as Duke. Furthermore, we already have over 400 patients

registered with our Dispensary. We receive phone calls, emails, mail, and social media inquiries

daily from patients desperate to obtain cannabis'as a legal medicine.

7. Any challenge to the licensing process creates substantial uncertainty for

Allegany Medical Marijuana Dispensary, its employees, and the patients waiting for legal

treatment.

8. I am owner and managing member of Allegany Medical Marijuana Dispensary.

I solemnly affirm under the penalties of perjury and upon personal knowledge that the

contents of the foregoing paper are true.

Dr. Sajal Roy, PharmD, CSP, CGP, CPSO, CACP

I|lfay 28,2017
Executed in Maryland

2
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ALTERNATIVE MEDICINE MARYLAND,
LLC, et al.,

CIRCUIT COURT
Plaintiff,

FOR BALTIMORE CITY

Case No. 24-C-1 6-005801

NATALIE M. LAPRADE MARYLAND
MEDICAL CANNABIS, COMM'N., et al.,

Defendants.

AFFIDAVIT OF CHARM CITY MEDICUS. LLC _

DISPENSARY SENATORIAL DISTRICT 6

I, the undersigned, declare or affirm as follows:

1. I have personal knowledge of the facts contained herein. I am over 18 years of

age and a citizen of Maryland. I am competent to testify to the facts contained herein.

2. Charm City Medicus, LLC is a Maryland limited liabilify company formed for,

among other things, the purpose of seeking a license from the Maryland Medical Cannabis

Commission, and then for dispensing medical cannabis for eligible patients through channels

established and approved by the laws of Maryland.

3. On December' 09, 2016, Charm City Medicus, LLC was approved by the

Maryland Medical Cannabis Commission ("MMCC") for a dispensary license, after a rigorous

and costly application process.

4. Charm City Medicus, LLC is now concluding the Stage 2 process. Charm City

Medicus, LLC proffers that it believes in good faith that it will timely meet, all requirements for

Stage 2 approval and licensure.

5. On January 9rh, 2011, Charm City Medicus, LLC began taking steps to

become operational.

IN THE
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6. As of }y'ray 27,2017, Charm City Medicus, LLC has raised approxirnately

$1,000,000 of capital investment. On May 25,20l7,Charm City Medicus, LLC executed a lease

agreement for its dispensary location in Senatorial District 6. Over the last several months,

Charm City Medicus, LLC has met with our District 6 Senator (Mr. Johnny Ray Salling), our 7'r'

Council District Councilman (Mr. Todd Crandell) and his staff, the Baltimore County Police

Precinct 12 leadership, and has also parlicipated in numerous neighborhood association meetings

to intloduce our company and discuss the medical cannabis program in Maryland. Through

some of these meetings and social media, we have received numerous inquiries fi'om patients and

families of patients on when our dispensary would be open and what types of products we would

have available. We believed from the beginning we not only had a responsibility to our patients

but also to the local residents and businesses therefore we have developed and maintained the

relationships necessary to sùccessfully implement the medical cannabis industry into the

Maryland market. Additionally, we received a written letter (which was also sent to the

Maryland Medical Cannabis Commission) from the President of the neighborhood association in

closest proximity to our dispensary location approving the use of the property we recently

executed a lease for. This property is already properly zoned per the Baltimore County zoning

regulations outlined in Bill No. 6l-15 and does not require a special exception. Every day more

and more Maryland citizens either struggle or succumb to opiod addiction and through the

medical cannabis program we have an opportunity to offer alternative natural medication and

save lives - the more program delays, the more citizens we lose to opiod addiction.

We have already executed contracts for architectural and engineering design and drawings with a

well-respected Baltimore City architectural firm. We are scheduled for demo and buildout to

cotnmence within the next l0 calendar days. We have also contracted out ortr secttl'ity

2
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requirements to a local security company for camera, fire/burglary, and biometric entry/exit

capabilities to ensure we comply with MMCC regulations. We have scheduled training for our

dispensary staff and will be traveling to Colorado and Washington DC to train on site at ottr

consultants successful and compliant dispensary locations. Over the next 90 days we will have

invested over S650,000 total since January 2017 to get our dispensary operation up and running

to ensure patients have a safe and secure location to obtain their medical cannabis products. Our

monthly operational expenses, to include building and employee expenses, is over $100,000. By

continuing to delay the program and availability of medical cannabis products, we will have

burned through all our capital and funding by mid fall 2017. It is imperative the Maryland

medical cannabis program continue as scheduled to ensure patients (who have waited over four

years already) have access to medicine but also to support the livelihood and success of the

dispensaries who are mostly small businesses owned by Maryland residents.

7. Any challenge to the licensing process creates substantial uncertainty for Charm

City Medicus, LLC.

8. I am owner and managing member of Charm City Medicus, LLC.

I solemnly affirm under the penalties of perjury and upon personal knowledge that the

contents of the foregoing paper are tlue.

Bryan T. Hill

May 2 l7
Executed in Maryland

J
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0TI MARYLAIID, LLC, el sL,

Plai*iff,

v.

IN THE

CIRCUTî COUKT

FOR B.\LTIMORÐ CÍTY

NATÁ.LÍE M- I,AFNAÐË MARYLÅN¡]-
lvlEÞICAL CANNABIS, COMM'N., el ol',

' easeNo. 24-C-160Û5134

ÐefçndBnu.

ÂrÍ¡!.Åvtl o-r' ndI,qIIÀEL G. äpONrDI N

tr, the underqrirred, declarc or affirn æ frllows:

l. I havc þarsonal kirowledge ofthe facts conl¿ined herein. 1 am over 18 years of

rye aod a citiz,pn ofñfarytand. I am.compctênt to tcslíryto the fsce sonfain€d herein.

- Z. On Auguot 15, ?,0{6, Cr¡¡io Cr¡ltivation LLC ("CCLLC') wÊs epploved by the

,Ivfarylnnd Mcdlc¡l Cåñnabi$ CsrUrnisslorl fot a SUge I grower license, after s rigorous and

oos.tly,applicatior Ptocess.

3. CCLLC is now participatÌng lu thc tlagc,2 piocers: CCLLC floffers thst it

boliËves in gooil. fìií¿h that it wfll timcly rneet, ¿ll requirements for Stage ? approvat and

licensu¡s.

4, Sulisoqpc¡rt to the Stago 1 owad,.be*auss CCLLC's Stage I grower award may

,be filillitcd it'the awsrdec is ¡rot opsraliond vvithin * yeår of that awanl, CCLLC expenrled

suþsrandal sunl of fnonôy in rcliance on tlc Stage 1 awÂrd, and contin¿çs to do so, Sincp

recciving the gtngç I grower lieense atryafd, CCTLC directli and Br lhrough afiiliates has

cxpðnclcd more thân 1i7 mittíon t0 prcpare to Íleel the $tâte's regularoly deadlino' lt has

p¡rehased a building, improl'cd tlral building, obtaineel costly ancl highly speciaìizcii

architectural and cnginecring services rclatecl to lhat builiiing, in nn effurt lo cle¿ile a l;tate-of-tlte"

art ¡ygicnic cultivation facility that snables CCLCC to müet a{l regulatory standards {br
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cultivrr¡on. The buílding is located *t 5 Aylesbury Road, ín Tirnoniu¡n, MD, Âdditionally, ín

reli¡nce on the $tage 1 groyyðt lioenss awardo nlne peoplc havs been }ired, irrcluding but not

limited to, hunran resburces, business devclgpnrertt, opcrational managcrnenl, flscountin$;

financs, marketing, and salcs enployees, Onc or mo¡e tf them lur changed s¡nployuent ùom

ouþof.statg and purchased a local home in reliance on tt¡at employmç¡lt' CCttC hns alsc

.eståbliShçd 
a.ternpcrary office in Towson, MF, and paid substantial amounts for salaries and

$(pénded oth*r ñ,nds to opefete tbat oflise, in reliánce on the Stage I awa¡d,

S. (howlng nrcdicat grasç ccr¡nabis is a hight¡techàical process th$ requíres c

substå$tial investment a¡id a subetzurfial amsunr of tirnc is nsedsd to develop a sc{rwo ånd

effeetfu e cultivatio n faci I itY.

6. eny chaforgÊ to the tlcensing process creates zubstantíal uncertninty for CCLLC.

It must uonlinue to invest timp srd effods tô meei tlra deadlÍne imposed by the State.

7, Thsre i9 a stafuf,ory rno¡atoríum on additio¡ral grower licenses tluough JuoÊ l,

201t. îüis is ¿ "fîrcf to markef' provision and it is ar importaut bensfit. nnf AefaV.in licensure

:is preiudicl*l.

8. I unthe managlng msmber of, md invsstor in, CCI'LC-

T solemnly afñrm under thc penøhias of perjury and upon personal knowledge tl¡st the

coDtents of the foregoing paper are lrue.

Bxecuted in

1
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ALTEI{NA'NVE MËDICIN E MÂRYLAN D,

LL,C, et aL,

v

IN'II-IE

L]IRCUI'| COURT

FOR BÁ,I,TIMORH CI'|Y

Casç No. 24-C,1 6-00580 I

Plaintifi

NATALIE M, L.{PRADII MARYL.A.NI)
MEDICAL CAI{NABIS, COMM'N., et al.n

Defendilrts,

n¡'rln¿vtl op tvilcHÄEl- C: URONrnlr.,¡. cno cuRlo cuLTlvATION. LLC

I, the undersignecl, cleclare or aff.rrm as follows:

l. I have p-er:sonal knowleclge of the facls:{¡ontâinecl herein, I aln over l8 years of nge

and a citizen of lvlnrylancl. 'I an çompçten( to testíff to tlre tacts contained herein.

7, Curio Cultivation, LLC, is a Malyland limited lïâbilÉy cornpany lbrmed t'or:, arnorlg

othei things-; the purpose g.f seeking a lieenSe f¡:om the \4a¡yland M,edical Cannabis Comnrissiorr

(,M[,1CC:),, and,1herr for cult]ivating meclicnl cannabis ancl distrjbuting it to eligilrle patients

thlough chmnels established ancl approved by the laws of Maryland.

3. On Äugust 15, 2016, Curio Cultivation, LLC, wâs- âpprovetl by the MIvfCC for ¿r

Stage 1 grotver lieense, aller a rigorous ancl costly application process, Curio Cttltivatiou, LI.C, is

r1olv sonclgcling the Stage 2 approval ancl licensrtre progess. dur:io Cultivation, LLC, proffers thalt

it believes in goorl fhith. that it will tirnely meet all ïBquirçments lbl Stage 2 nppr:ovsl and licensure

a¡cl iso in fäct, scheduled to receive its tìnal inspection on or about May 31,2017 '

4. I nrn tolcl thnt under: CIOMAR 10.62.08.06.8, MMCC rnay rescincl pre-approval "il'

the grower is not operational within I year o,l'pre-approvå1," Thelelor:e, imnrecliately al'tet' prc-

approval on Aqgust 15.2016, Curio Clulfivation, LLC, begantaking steps to beçoms operatirmal

rrn or belcìre Augr"rst 15,2t17 .
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5. Growing medicai grtrrie cannabis is a highly-teclrnical pl'ocess that reqtrires a

substantial investment and a substantial alnount of time and expetlise is rreedecì to develop a securc

and effective cïltiyation faoility. It is necessary to builcl eir lease an a¡rpropriate f'acility, hir:e and

train:employees, purchase expensive ancl unique equiptnent, create for¡nulatjons anel tsst those f'ot:

oornntercialjeation, and take otlier steps requirecl by law'

6. Curio C¡ltivation, L[,C, has cornpletecl the majoriry of the construction of íts State-

of-the,Art 5'6,00CI squaïç foot Flygienic Cultivntion nnd Good Manufacturing Practioe (gGMP")

manufhçtr¡ring plant locatecl in 'fimoniurn, Maryland, ancl is schecluled to move into1he facility orl

May 26, 2017. Curio Cultivation, [,LC, recaivoil its Use & Occr4raucy pelmit tbr: the 'building tionr

Baltimore Counfy onMay 16,2tl:7. Any ancl nll detay is costly. 'this facì1ity represents a total

investment of $20,000,000,00 and is intended to enable Curio Cultivation, LLC, to become a

iUtioual leadel in medieinal cannabis products in t¡:aditional plrarnraceutical closage'Ibrms. If

CIpçratïorrs, are restraíned orenjoined, Curio Cultivation, LLC, will sustain operating losses of

approxiruately $200,000.00 per month,

7, A,rry restraint of injunction of the: licensing prosass creates substontial uncertainty

{'or: Cur.io Cultivatipn, LtC, anct will causc it to irnlnediately upon the gr:anling, layoff all

employees trntil sr¡ç.h ti¡ne as fhe mattel is rssolved ancl Curio Cultivation, LLtl is ablç tir

comtnence opel'í¡tions.

8" The granting of a lRO or injunctive r,¡liel'\.vill rcsult in imlne<liate layoff of all

eurployees 'u¡rtil the' issue is resolved. 'Iliis will sause hardslip to Curio's Cultivation, J.LC's

employces, For cxample, tluee of Curio Ct¡ltivation, LLC)'s inilial senior m¿ìnagers resigned fiom

r.vell-paying positions iu other steües, tltoved their làrnilies to l\{arylaud, and in two cases purchasecl

2
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homes,laki¡g on mrtrtgage clebt based on their anticipatecl inç;ortre 1i'om Curio Culti.vation, Ll,C.

The payroll thât will be suspettcleil is approxinrately $209,000 per month'

g, Aclclirìg an adclitional clilnension oI'lrarclsirip shoulcl a TRO or: injunotion be issnecl,

Cnrio Holdings, LLC, tlie parent o{ Cru'io Crùtivation;,, LLC, also has a prccessing subsiditrry

whoseprinal,ypurpose is the manul'acture of proplietary nreclicinal ploducts based on tlle researclr

and developm€nt of culio's scientific advistlry board' The science Boal'cl has 'developed 
nine

promising cçrmponncis and it is anticipatecl thal four of thege compounds wotrld boptaced inclinic¿rl.

survey$ with patients in Novenrber ?017, if'Curio is able to coniinue its business operatiotrs

uneon$trâÌnecl, Theref,orç, thç issu¿rnce otl n TIt0 will irr:epnrabJy danrage tlre health of patients

who have waited for fbur years lnr Mar:yland to lauucl: this life changing plogram'

10, In addition to the foregoing, fhere is a statutory moratoríum on additional grower

licsnsce throçg1r Jnne 1, 20j8. This is a "tìrst to nrarket" provision and it is an irnportaiit bene,fit.

Any delay in licensute slroltens thar benefit and is prejuclicial.

t l. In addition to thc foregoing, I aln concernccl that i'f the l'aoility ïs not operational on

or before August 15,20i7, MMCC rnay rescinclpre-approvÍrl tlncler COMAR 10"62,08,06.ti'

12. I arn the Cllief'Executive Otïcer, and an owner and nranaging member of Crrrio

Cultivation, LIC.

I sole¡rnly affrrnr unclcr the ¡renalties of perìury and upon personal knowledge tli¿r[ the

3
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contellts of'the foregoing papet: are true.

CURIO CULTiVA

BY

Managïng Member
May 23,2417
Executed in Malyland

4
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contents of the foregoing paper are true. 

CURIO CULTIVAT )N/,L ,' 

BY: 
Michaew‘onf 7 

Managing Member 
May 23, 2017 
Executed in Maryland 
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ALTERNATIVE MEDICINE MARYLAND,
LLC,et al.,

CIRCUIT COURT
Plaintifl

FOR BALTIMORE CITY

Case No. 24-C-16-005801

NATALIE M. LAPRADE MARYLAND
MEDICAL CANNABIS, COMM'N., et al.,

Defendants

AFFIDAVIT OF MACKIE BARCH. MANAGER. DOCTORS ORDERS MARYLAND

IN THE

LLC

I, the undersigned, declare or affirm as follows:

1. I have personal knowledge oi the facts contained herein. I am over 18 years of

age and a citizen of Maryland. I am competent to testify to the facts contained herein.

2. Doctors Orders Maryland LLC, is a Maryland limited liability company formed

for, among other things, the purpose of seeking a license from the Maryland Medical Cannabis

Commission ("MMCC"), and then for cultivating medical cannabis and distributing it to eligible

patients through channels established and approved by the laws of Maryland.

3. On August 15, 2016, Doctors Orders Maryland LLC, was approved by the

MMCC for a Stage I grower license, after a rigorous and costly application process. Doctors

Orders Maryland LLC, is now commencing the Stage 2 approvaland licensure process. Doctors

Orders Maryland LLC, proffers that it believes in good faith that it will timely meet all

requirements for Stage 2 approval and licensure.

4. I am told that under COMAR 10.62.08.06.E, MMCC may rescind pre-approval

"if the gro\¡/er is not operational within I year of pre-approval." Therefore, immediately after

pre-approval on Angust 15,2016, Doctors Orders Maryland LLC, began taking steps to become

operational on or before AugLtst I 5 . 2017 .
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5. Growing medical grade cannabis is a highly-technical process that requires a

substantial investment and a substantial amount of time and expertise is needed to develop a

secure and effective cultivation facility. It is necessary to laise capital, build or lease an

appropriate facility, hire and train employees, purchase expensive and unique equipment, create

formulations and test those for commercialization, and take other steps required by law.

6. Doctors Orders Maryland LLC has incurred expenditures totaling approximately

$1,250,000 to date in preparation of commencing its cultivation, processing and dispensary

operations.

7 . Doctors Orders Maryland LLC is in the process of finalizing a round of financing

up to $7,000,000. If operations are restrained or enjoined, Doctors Orders Maryland LLC will

lose a significant majority of this financing. Without timely funding, Doctors Orders Maryland

LLC will not be able to complete construction of its growing and processing facilities, resulting

in an inability to be operational by August 15,2017.

8. Doctors Orders Maryland LLC or its affiliates has incurred approximately

$90,000 in real estate-related expenses, including option payments, environmental studies and

legal fees, in connection with its lease of real property in Dorchester County for its proposed

cultivation and processing operations, and in Baltimore City for its proposed dispensary

operations. Any injunction of the licensing process will delay the opening of these locations,

causing Doctors Orders Maryland LLC to incur additional real property costs, including lease

payments, prior to commencement of any receipt of revenue from the proposed operations,

jeopardizing overall viability of its business.

9. Doctors Orders Maryland LLC is in the process of engaging skilled and unskilled

employees and consultants to service its anticipated operational needs. Any delay in Maryland's

2
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medicinal cannabis program negatively impacts Doctors Orders Maryland LLC's ability to

procure a competitive work force, due to the commencement of medicinal cannabis programs in

other states.

10. In addition to the foregoing, there is a statutory moratorium on additional grower

licenses through June 1, 2018. This is a "first to market" provision and it is an important benefit.

Any delay in licensure shoftens that benefit and is prejudicial.

1 1. In addition to the foregoing, I am concerned that if the facility is not operational

on or before August 15,2017 ,MMCC may rescind pre-approval under COMAR 10.62.08.06.8.

12. In addition, any fuither delay in Maryland's medical cannabis program will affect

thousands of patients' ability to obtain timely access to medicinal cannabis in Maryland.

13. I am the Manager of Doctors Orders Maryland LLC.

I solemnly affirm under the penalties of perjury and upon personal knowledge that the

contents of the foregoing paper are true.

DOCTORS ORDERS MARYLAND LLC

BY
Mackie Barch
Manager
Ili4ay 30,2017
Executed in Maryland

-)
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ALTERNATIVE MEDICINE MARYLAND,
LLC, el al.,

Plaintiff,

IN THE

CIRCUIT COURT

FOR BALTIMORE CITY

Case No. 24-C-l 6-005801

NATALIE M. LAPRADE MARYLAND
MEDICAL CANNABIS, COMM'N., et al.,

Defendants.

AFFIDAVIT OF EV WELLNESS. LLC

I, the undersigned, declare or affirm as follows:

l, I have personal knowledge of the facts contained herein. I am over 18 years of

age and a citizen of Maryland. I am competent to testifli to the facts contained helein.

2. Evolution Wellness, LLC ("Evolution") is a Maryland limited liability company

formed for, among other things, the purpose of seeking a license from the Maryland Medical

Cannabis Commission, and then for distributing medical cannabis for eligible patients through

channels established and approved by the laws of Maryland.

3. On December 9th, 2016, Evolution was pre-approved by the Maryland Medical

Cannabis Commission ("MMCC") to pursue a dispensary license, after a rigorous and costly

application process.

4. Evolution is now concluding the Stage 2 process. Evolution proffers that it

believes in good faith that it \Mill timely meet, all requirements for Stage 2 approval and

licensure.

5. On December 2lst, 2016, after the OrganizaTion Briefing with the MMCC in

Ellicott City, Maryland, Evolution began taking steps to become operational.
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6. In an effort to become operational, Evolution, its investors and its partners have

committed over $1,500,000 in resolrrces to date. These costs include the acquisition of properfy

(3005 Solomons Island Road, Edgewater, Marylarid), consulting, professional service, and legal

fees related to its capital raise, land use/zoning approvals, and other required steps to obtain

Stage 2 approval. Additionally, Evolution has already engaged professional firms to assist with

the engineering, architecture and build-out of its retail location.

If the MMCC is enjoined from issuing Stage 2 license approvals, there could be delays

that would cause significant and irrepalable harm to Evolution's business. Without the ability to

become operational, Evolution will burn its cash reserves at a rate of over $ 15,000 a month on

real estate and other necessary operational costs. Additionally, Evolution has a special exception

hearing in Anne Arundel County related to the use of commercial real estate scheduled for June

8't',2017. Zoningapproval is expected, but delays in obtaining Stage 2license approvals could

cause the zooming approvals to lapse. The resulting misalignment in zoning and licensing

approvals will, in tunì, create a cycle of increased legal spend and additional permitting work

that could expose the company to tens of thousands of dollars' worth of irreparable financial

harm. If the misalignment cannot be corrected, it could further cause Evolution to miss the Stage

2 approval deadlines altogether resulting in a total loss.

On the human capital side, Evolution has cornmitted resources to recruiting uniquely

skilled employees. The Company has been notified that it will likely lose at least two of those

key employees if there are any delays of more than a month of its anticipated launch date.

Evolution expects to provide jobs for as many as fifteen Maryland state citizens that are all at

risk if there are substantial delays in the licensing tìmeline.

2
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Finally, Evolution has ample committed investor capital to become operational.

However, if there are any signif,rcant delays in the MMCC's proffered timeline, it could shake

investor confîdence and potentially cause the investors to pull their commitments. If that

happens, it could put Evolution in danger of banknrptcy.

7. Any challenge to the licensing process and changes in the MMCC-proffered

timeline will create substantial uncertainty for Evolution.

8. I am owner and managing member of Evolution.

I solemnly affirm under the penalties of perjury and upon personal knowledge that the

contents of the foregoing paper are true.

Christopher C. Jensen

Co-Founder and CEO
Evolution W SS

land
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ALTERNATIiTE MEDICINE MARYT.{ND.
LLC, el nl,,

Plaintiff"

IN THE

CIR.CUIT COLIRT

FOR BALTIMORE CITT

Case No. 2+C- 1 6-005801
NATALIE l,Il LÁFB.{DE MARYLAND
rrqgnrc¿r c ¡gls, coMMN. .. eî a1.,

Ðefendarts.

tr, the wdersigsed, declare or affimr as follorvs:

l. I have personal knowledge of tl¡e facts contai¡ed herei¡- {:â¡ì1 cver 18

years or age anc a citi2rn of h,Iaryland. I am courpetent to tesdry to fu fact$ colrtained

hÉreir¡.

2. Freestate Vy'ellness, LLC, is a Marylald lirnited liability cornpany formed

for, arnong other things. the pgrpose of seeking n license hon the Maryland Medical

Cannabis Cornrnission (the "MMCC"), and then for cultivating medical catr-rabis and

distributmg it to eligible patients througb cliaunels estal¡lished and ap¡roved by the laws

ofMaryland-

3. On August 15, 2016. Freestate Wellness, IIC-- was approved by the

hTIMCC fol a Sfage 1 ¡nnwer licerse, after au ahuost 20 month ligorous aad costly

application process. Freestate Wellness, LLC. is norv co¡tcluding the Stage 2 approval

and licensrue process. Freestate Wellness. LLC. prolïers that it believes in goocl faith

tllat it will tirnely meet all reqrriremenls for Stage 2 appxrval and licerxr¡le and
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anticipates; it will slrbmit its Stage 2 application and request its final inspection be on or

before June 2,2017 .

4. I am told that under COMAR 10.62.08.06.E, MMCC may rescind pre-

approval "if the gtower is not operational within I year of pre-approval." Therefore,

immediately after pre-approval on August 15, 2016, Freestate Wellness, LLC, began

taking steps to become operational on orbefore August 15, 2017.Growing medical grade

cannabis is a highly-technical process that requires a substantial investment and a

substantial amount of time and expertise is needed to develop a secure and effective

cultivation facility. It is necessary to build or lease an appropriate facility, hire and train

employees, purchase expensive and unique equipment, identify strains and test those for

commercializalion, and take other steps required by law.

5. Freestate Wellness, LLC, has nearly completed the initial phase of the

interior construction of its state-of-the-art 48,000 sqllare foot state of the art agricultural

plant located in Howard County, Maryland, and is planning to move into the facility on

June 9th, 2017. Freestate Wellness, LLC, is scheduled to request its Use & Occupancy

permit for the building from Howard County on May 31,2017. Any and all delay is

costly. This facility represents an initial total investment of $8,000,000.00 and is intended

to enable Freestate Wellness, LLC, to become Maryland's premier producer of medicinal

cannabis products with traditional and customized pharmaceutical dosage forms. If

operations are restrained or enjoined, Freestate Wellness, LLC, will sustain losses of

approximately $ 1 50,000.00 per nlonth.

6. Any restraint or injunction of the licensing process creates substantial

2
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damage for Freestate Wellness, LLC, and will cause it to immediately upon the granting,

layoff all employees until such time as the matter is resolved and Freestate Wellness,

LLC is able to commence operations.

7. The granting of injunctive relief will result in immediate layoff of all

employees until the issue is resolved. This will cause hardship to Freestate Wellness,

LLC's employees. For example, two of Frêestate Wellness, LLC's initial senior managers

resigned or have given notice from well-paying positions; the payroll that will be

suspended is approximately $90,000 per month

8. Adding an additional dimension of hardship should an injunction be issued,

Freestate Wellness, LLC, also has applied for a patented and proprietary method of

delivering variable dosed medicaments. Therefole, the issuance of an injunction will

irreparably damage the health of patients who have waited over four years for Maryland

to launch this life-changing program.

9. In addition to the foregoing, there is a statutory molatorium on additional

grower licenses through June 1,2018. This is a "f,trst to market" provision and it is an

important benefit which provides economic protections to licensees who have taken

s¡bstanTial risk in becoming the first operalors in a new marketplace. Any delay in

licensure shortens that benefit and is prejudicial.

10. In addition to the foregoing, the tin-re and expense thus far committed pale

in comparison to the total damages Freestate Wellness, LLC, u,ould endure should

thror"rgh no fault of its own, this valuable right was taken from them afiel following all of

the state requirements and being scored 4tl'highest cultivator applicant in Maryland. We

J
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estimate our total economic loss could exceed S200,000,000.00 in the first 5 years of

business operations alone; should this TRO not be lifted, an injunction granted, and

further delays allowed to stop this plogram from launching, our losses will increase as

we had relied on the state and its program commitments to undeftake this business

initiative. We feel the state of Maryland should understand and beal the consequences of

its actions.

1 1. In addition to the foregoing, I am concerned that if our facility is not

operational on or before August 75,2017, MMCC may rescind our pre-approval under

coMAR 10.62.08.06.8.

12. I am the President and an owner of Freestate 
'Wellness, LLC.

I solemnly affirm under the penalties of perjury and upon personal knowledge that the

contents ofthe foregoing paper are true.

FREESTATE WELLNESS, LLC

By ú*wø*,
carl@illstein
President
l|l4ay 27,2017
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ALTERNATIVE MEDICINE MARYLAND,
LLC, et al.,

Flaintif{

IN THE

CTRCUIT COURT

}.O.R BALTTMORË CITY

Case No. 24-C- I 6-00580 I
NJ.TALIE M, LAPRADE MARYLAND
MEDICAL CANNABIS, COMM,N-, ef al,

Defeudants.

AFFIDÂYIT eF Laureq Simrxon

I, tþ.undersigned, declare or affirno as follor¡,,s:

I' I have personal knowledge of tha facts cöntained herejn. I am over Ig years of

'48o and a citizen of Maryland, I am oompelent üo testify to the facts contained herei¡-

2' G&J Fharmaeeuticâls is a Maryland limited liability cornpany f'ormed for, am.ng

other things, the puqpose of seeking a license from fhe Maryland Medical Cannabis Commission,

and then for distributing medical cannabis for eligible patients through charmels established a'd

approved by the laws of Maryland.

3' On December ldh, 2016, G&J Pharmaceuticals was approved by the Maryland

Meclical Cannabis Commission {rMMCC") for a distribution, license, after a iigorous and eostl,y

application process-

4' G&J Phalmaceuticals is now conciuding the Stage 2 process. G&J

Pharmaceuticals prolfers that it believes in good faith that it rvill timely mee! all requirements

for Stage 2 approval and licensure"

5. on December 17ú, 2t16, G&J Pharmaceuticals began taking steps to

become operational,

v
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6, G&J Phannaceuticals has engageti consultants for opening the dispensary; folnd

a location and is signing a lease for the dispensary; has hired a Clínical Director; begun an

extensive marketing campaippr begiming with the creation of a rryebsite; partnered with a highly

rated medical dispe¡çary in Lansing, MI for branding and best practices; paid fbr gaining in,

'Colo¡adp and web 'based for the Operations Manager; among other yarious tasks and ex¡renses

involved in star,.trng a new business"

7, Äni chatlenge to the licensing prçeess creates subs¡antial unegrtaint), for G&J

P,' r¡naceutieals.

8. r am owner and managþg mernber o..f G&J phanrraceuticals,

I solemnly affirm under the penalties of perjury and upon personal knowledge that the

contenk of,the tbregoi¡lg paper are truç.

4

inMarytand
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ALTERNATIVE MËDICTNE MARYLAND,
L,LC, et al.,

CIRCUIT COURT
Plai¡rtifl

FOR BALTIMCIRE CTTY

Case No. 24-C-l 6-û05801

NATALIE M. LAPRADE MARYL,ÀNN
þIEDICAL CANNABIS, COMM'N., øt al,

Defendants.

AF',FrDÂvìT Qr rRAryK I). BOSTCI¡{rlIr. GREÊN LËÅF,,MEDICAL. LLC

I, the undersigned, declare or affim ¿s follows:

l. I have personal knowledge of the facts contained herein. I am over 18 years of age

and a citizen of Maryland. I am Õompetent to testify to the facts contained herein.

2. Creen Leaf Medical, LLC, is a Maryland limited liability co¡üpåny formed for,

âmong other things, the purpose of seeking a license &om the Maryland Medical Cannabís

Commission ("MMCC"), ând then for cultivating medical cannabis as approved by the laws of

Maryland.

3, On August 15, 201ó, Green Leaf Medical, LLC, was approved by the MMCC for

a Stage I grower license, after a rigorous arrd costly application process. Green Leaf Medical,

LL.C, is now concluding the Stage 2 approval and licensure prÕcess, Green Leaf Medical, LLC,

prol'fers that it believes in good faith that it *w*ill timcly meet all rcquirernents for Stage 2 approval

and licensu¡e and is, in fact, scheduled to receive its final inspection on or about July z?th, 2017

4. i am tolcl that u¡rder COMA¡ì 10.62"û8.06.8, Mh4CC nay rescincl pre-apploval "if

the grorver is not operational within I year ol pre-approvíri." Therefore, irnmediately aller pre-

apprcrval on August 15,2016, (ireen Leaf Meclical, LLC began tnking ste¡:s to becorne operatiorrol

o¡r or be f.rrrc Augusl 15, 2017.

IN THE
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5. Growing rnedical grttde canüabis is a highly-techlrical procesi; that requires a

substantial investment and a substantial amount of tir¡e and expertise is nesded to develop a secrìre

and effective cultivaticln facility. It is necessary to build or lease an appropriate facilìty, hire arrd

train ernployces, purchase expensive and unique equipment, creåte fonnulatio¡rs and test those for

comnrerciâlizatior:, and take other steps required by law.

6- Green Leaf Medical has cotnpleted the majority of the construction of its State-of-

the-Art 45,000 squâre foot medical cannabis cultivation facility located in Frederíck, Maryland,

and is scheduled to rnove into the facility orr July 28th,2017. (ireen Leaf Medical, LLC, ¡eceived

zoning verification approval ir: 2015 ancl has held a lease on the property since that tirne. Any and

all delays âre costly. Or"rr facility reprcsenis â total inveshncnt of $6,500.000.00 with an ou going

bum rate of $95,000 per mCInth. If operations are restrained or enjoined, Green Leaf Medical,LLC,

will sustain losses of approximately $95,000,00 per month.

7. Any restraint or injunction of the licensing process creates substantial uncertainty

for Creen Leaf Medical, LLC, and wilT cause it too i¡nrnediately upon the gråilting, layoff all

employees until such tir¡e as the matter is resolved and Creen Leaf Medical, LLC is able to

cornmence operations.

8, 'Îhe grantir:g of a TRO or injunctive reiief will result in itnmediate layoff of all

ernployees until the issue is resolved. This will cause hardship to Green Leaf Medical, LLC's

employees. For exan:pl€,lwo of Green Leaf Medical, LLC's initial senior m¿ìnagers resigned fiom

a well-¡laying positions i¡l orhcr cornpanies based on tlreil antici¡rated inc¡:¡le fi'onl Crcen Leaf

ìvledical, I,1.C].

:

1l

!

l

:

.

2

E 000744



9" in adclition to ¡lle foregoing, there is å.stätutory rnoratçrium on addiliorral grower

licenses through Juüe 1. ?018, This is'a *ofltrst 1o narket't prcvísion and ir is an importarrt benellt.

Any delay in licensure shortens that benelìÎ and is prejudicial.

l0; In addition to the foregoing, I am conperned that if the facilit! is not operational on

or before August l5,2Al7,MMCC rnay rescind pre-approval under COMAR 10.ó2.08,06.8.

11. I am a Founding Menrber, an own€r and managing rnember of Creen Leaf Medical,

LLC.

I solemnly affinn under the penalties of perjury and upon persönat knowledge that the

contents of the foregoing paper are true,

Creen Leaf Medical, LLC

Frank Ð
BY:

May 26,
Executed in Maryland

J

:

t::

I
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ALTERNATIVE MEÐTCINE MARYLAND,
LLt,et a!.,

IN TTffi

CIRCUIT COUßT

FON BAtl-IfuTOI{E CTTY

Casc No. 24-C- I 6-005801

Plaintifr

NÅT.4tIg M. T.ÀPRÅÐE M,4RY¿ÀN¡)
MEDICAL CANNABIS, COMM'N. , et û1,,

Ðefendants,

ATTIDAVTT OF IIAII,Å1VAY"-ILC

I, the undersigned, {eciare or affirm as follows:

i" I have persorraL knowleclge of the facts contained herein, I am over 18 year* af

age and a cîtizen of Marfland. I am competent to testi$ to the facts contained herein,

Z- Hallaway, Lt.C i* a Maryland lin'¡ited liability company formed for, among othcr'

things, &e purpose af seekïug a license from the Maryland Medical Can¡¡abis Commïssioï, and

th¿rr fbr-disrriþuting nredical cannabis for eligible påÎi¿nts tluough channels establish*d nnd

approved by the laws of Maryland.

3. tn Ðec g,20l6,Hallaway LLC was approved by the ktaryland Medic*l Cannabis

CommissiÕn.(1"MMCC*) f'or a distribution li*ense, after a rigorous and costly application

profess,

4. on DCcember 10,2016, Hallaway LLC bcgan taking slcps t0 becotne

ûpcralionã1,

,. Hallaway LLC has negot¡ated a price and conlrapl tenns for a lease whith it will

*:se ïf we ars unable to move forward because of delays' Thc process of frnding antl negotiating

forausable,apprapr¡alespacehastakenusntontþsofwork"FlallnwayLI,Csta¡rdsloloseour
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invr¡stt¡rn if tlrcrc it n *igr:ilicutl dül{ry'to this prttuosu,wlilrh would coËl rtt¡F c{nnpär¡y ¿rur ínilinl.

$2t),ü($ ínvcstrnunl,

f), rlny uhullurrg* to. tlle ll¡eltxi¡rg pfi,e{:n$ crstttcs *uhstuntir¡l ,uttcprt¡¡inty fi¡r

Ilulluur*ry LLC.

. 7, I nm uwnerund mnnuging nwnrlierofill¡rllnmy'l,l*C,

f llolunnly û|lìrrn undur thu pr:nultius,af flerjltly trntl l¡rtn pers(tn{¡l hn$wlurlga {hat tlrl:

c{,nl$nß of tlrt ftrregçitrg prrpcrarr:truc.

Carissa Cart¿rlcmi

in Mrryhrttl
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ALTERNATIVE MEDICINE MARYLAND,
LLC,et al.,

IN THE

CIRCUIT COURT
Plaintiff,

FOR BALTIMORE CITY

Case No. 24-C-16-005801

NATALIE M. LAPRADE MARYLAND
MEDICAL CANNABIS, COMM'N., et al.,

Defendants

AF'F'IDAVIT OF HE RICIII,TIIRE INC

I, the undersigned, declare or affirm as follows:

1. I have personal knowledge ofthe facts contained herein. I am over 18 years ofage

and a citizen of Maryland. I am competent to testifli to the facts contained herein'

2. Herbiculture Inc. is a Maryland limited liability company formed for, among other

things, the purpose of seeking a license fiom the Maryland Medical Cannabis Commission, and

then for distributing medical cannabis for eligible patients through channels established and

approved by the laws of Maryland.

3. On December 9th, 2016, Herbiculture Inc. was approved by the Maryland Medical

Cannabis Commission ("MMCC") for a distribution license, afler arigorous and costly application

process.

4. Herbiculture Inc. is now in the process of concluding the Stage 2 application

process. Herbiculture Inc. proffers that it believes in good faith that it will timely meet, all

requirements for Stage 2 approval and licensure.

5. On December 9th, 2016, Herbiculture Inc. began taking steps to become

operational.
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6, Herbiculture Inc. has been working with Montgomery county to ensllre we recelve

the appropriate zoning and construction permits to ensure the facility meets all legal requirements.

We have already leased a retail space, which require us to provide a personal guarantee and are

curently paying monthly rent until we get the dispensary set up. Further delays will mean much

higher costs, and raising frrrther funds to ensure that we have sufficient funds to complete the

project. Such uncertainly in the Maryland market is making it difficult to find further investment.

Therefore, we need to ensure that we move forward as soon as possible to ensure we will not incur

further loss of investment.

7 . Any challenge to the licensing process creates substantial uncertainty for

Herbiculture Inc.

8. I am owner and managing member of Herbiculture Inc.

I solemnly affirm under the penalties of perjury and upon personal knowledge that the

contents ofthe foregoing paper are true.

Venushki Hemachandra

}i4ay 30,2017
Executed in Maryland
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,A.LTËRNATIVE IVfEDICTNE MARYI.AND,
LLC,et al.,

Ptaintiffi

TN THE

CIRCTJJI'COURT

FOR BAI,TIMORI] CITV

Case Nou 24-C-l 6-005801
v.

NÀTALß M. LAPRADE MARYLAND
MEI}TCAI, CAT'¡N¿ETS, COMM'N,, C/ øJ.,

,Io,the rrndersigned; rleclare or afñrm ¿s folklwsi

1. I have personal knowledge of the facts contained herein. I am over l8 years of

agè'and,,a citizen of Arizona. I am competent to testi$ to the facts eontained herein,

2. Muyland Physician, Partners is ¿ Maryland lirnited liabiliry:corrpany formed for,

among other things, the purpose ol seekíng a license from the Marytand Medical Cannabis

Commission, and then for dispensing of medical sannabis for àligible palients through chan¡rels

established and approved by the laws of Marylancl.

3- tn December 9th 201ó, Maryland Fhysioian Partners was apprr:ved'by the

Marylalrd Medical Cannabis Commission ("MMCC?') f,or a distribution license, ¿fte¡ a rigorous'

and. costly application process,

+" Maryland Physician Fsrtners is now concluding the Slage 2 procesS. Maryland

Physician Partners proftèrs that it believes in good faith that it will timely meet all rsquirements

f"or Stage 2 upproval and licensure.

5. On December 9u 2{)16, Maryland Physician Fartners began taking steps to

become operaiional-
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6. Moryland Physicìan Fartners has,sollaboüted '¡rith several real'çsJate firms, hired

staf,f to help find suitable locations, investedl in æpa maps! flown out to Maryllmd to pursue

appropriate locations and atterld COMAR required events. We anticipated that costs througb the

fust year witi be approxi$alely ûgÛ0,900, Howevef,,lhis was couatirlg on having rovenw. if

there is nothing to dinpense (and no revenue), îhen our costs run us weli over $1,000,000 into the

red by lrail 2018.

7- Any ehaltenge to the liænsing prorês$.creates'substantiãl uncertalntyr .for

Maryland Physician Parfners.

8. ì,asr ownerand managingmember,ofMarvland,PåysicianFartners

I solemnly affìrm u¡rder the perralties of perjury and upon personal knowledge that the

7
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ATTERNATTVE MEDIET ¡.IE MAR"YLAND,
LLC, et aL,

Plaintif{

v.

N] ,{TALIË. M, LAÞRADE IVTÅ.RYLAND

lvfEDICAt çANNABIS, COMM'N,, e/ al,

Dofe.ndants.

IN TT{E

CTRCUTT COURT

FOR BÅLTIMCIRE çITY

Case No. 24-C- I 6-û05801

I, the undexigned, dçclarc or affirm as follows:

I. I have personal knowledge of the facts contaíned herein. I ant over l8 years of

age and a citizen of Mimesota. I am competent to testi$ to the facts contained herçin.

2. Marylvfecl, LLC, ("MaryMecf i) is a Maryland limited liability corupany fonned

for tlæ:purpose sf sceking a,license üom the Natalie M" LaPrade fUaryland Medical Cannabis

Conrmission (the "MMCC"), and subsequently for cultivating medical cannabis and distributing

it to eligible patients tluough channels established and approved by the laws of Mæylæd,

J,. tn.A"ugust 15" 2016, MaryMeri r.ås approved by the MMCC for a Stage i grorver

pîÊ-âpproval, afler a,r'igclous and costly applicalion ptôoes$. MaryMed is nolv concluding the

Stage 2 approval and licensure process. MaryMed proffers that it believes irr good faith thât it

will timely nreet, all requirenrents for Stage 2 approval and lìcensure and. is ready'to receive its

fulal inspection on or abaut July 31, 2Ö17.

4. I a¡n told tirat unrler COMAIì' 10.62.08.06.8, MMCC may rescind pre-

approval 'oif the gro\ ¡er is not operational within I year of pre-apprÕvâ1.:' Therefore,

irnrnediately after prç*approval on August 15, 20i6, MaryMed began taking stÊps to

beco¡ne operalional o¡r or befbre Augrrst 15, 2ü17"
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i. Growing medical grade carurabis ís a highly,lschnical prçcess that requires a

substantial irlestment and a substantial amount of fime and experlise is needed to develop a

secuïe and. effeptive criltivation facility. Il is neeessa{y to build or lease an appropriate lbeility,

hire ancl train emBloyees, purchâse. expensïve and uniqtte equipment, and take other stepe

requ'iled by law.

6. Mar¡r|¡4s6 has completed substanlial construction and renovation of its 22,500

square foot crrltivation aud manufacturing plant with state-of-the-art laboralory facilities located

in Hurlock, Maryland, and is scheduled tù movê into the facility on or before July 31,2017. Arry

and all delay is costly and would result in irreparable harm to MatyMed. MaryMed has already

cornmittccl to a total investment in excess of $5,000,0CI0 that i* intended ta enable h¿ÍaryMcd to

beço.me å:.national leader in providing bdst'i4-ulass phãrntaceutical grade nredicinal eannabis

products,utilizing.state.oi;the-ert eultivAtion tecltnology. If operations are rest¡ained ol enjoincd,

MaryMed will sustain lossçs of approximately $100,000 per month,

7 " Any restraint or irrjunction of the lisensing ptocess creates 'substantiai uncertainty

for MaryMed â¡d will cause it to immediately upon the granting, layoff all MaryMed employees

r.rntil such time as the matter is resolved and MaryMed is able to commence operations'

¡ The granting of a TRO or injunctÍve relief ;¡U result ín ìmmediate layoff of all

personnel employed b,y fulary,rMed untïl the,issue is resolyed" This will cause hardship to

MaryMed's ernployees.

g. In acldition to the foregoing, fhere is a $tatutory moratorium on additional grorver

liceases through June l, 2018. This is a "{irst to mar,ket" provision and it is an irnportant benclit.

Äny delay in liccnsure is prrjlr{Íeiat.

2
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10. In. addition to the l'oregoíng, I am concer'¡ecl that jfthe facility is not operational

cn orbsfore August !5t2t.1?,h,{lt{Cßmay teseind prs-approval under CÕLdÀß,10.6?'Û8.06.8.

11. I am the Chief Executive Officer, and an owner and managing member of

MaryMed,LLC.

I solemnly affirrn under the penalties of perjury antJ upon personal knowledge that the

contents ofthe foregoing paper are true.

MARY,MED,,I,LC

t

BY: /->----*
Ktj;'
Chief Executive Offrcer
May 30, 201?
Exdcuted' .in þf aryl artd'

J
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ALTERNATIVE MEDICINE MARYLAND,
LLC,el al.,

IN THE

CIRCUIT COURT
Plaintiff,

FOR BALTIMORE CITY

Case No. 24-C-16-00580 1

NATALIE M. LAPRADE MARYLAND
MEDICAL CANNABIS, COMM'N., et al.,

Defendants

AFFIDAVIT OF MITCHELL P. KAHN. CEO MARYLAND COMPASSIONATE CARE
AND NESS.I,I,C

I, the undersigned, declare or affirm as follows:

1. I have personal knowledge ofthe facts contained herein. I am over 18 years ofage

and a citizen of lllinois. I am competent to testiff to the facts contained herein.

2. Maryland Compassionate Care and Wellness, LLC is a Maryland limited liability

company formed for, among other things, the purpose of seeking a license from the Maryland

Medical Cannabis Commission, and then for cultivating medical cannabis and distributing it to

eligible patients through channels established and approved by the laws of Maryland.

3. On August 15, 2016, Maryland Compassionate Care and Wellness, LLC was

approved by the Maryland Medical Cannabis Commission ("MMCC") for a Stage I grower

license, after a rigorous and costly application process.

4. Maryland Compassionate Care and Wellness, LLC is now concluding the Stage 2

approval and licensure process. Maryland Compassionate Care and Wellness, LLC proffers that

it believes in good faith that it will tiniely meet, all requirements for Stage 2 approval and licensure.

5. i am told that tuicler COMAR 10.62.08.06.E, MMCC may rescind pre-

approval "if the grower is not operational within 1 year of pre-appl'oval." Therefore,
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immediately after pre-approval on August 15, 2076, Maryland Compassionate Care and

Wellness, LLC began taking steps to become operational on or before August 15,2011.

6. Growing medical grade cannabis is a highly-technical process that requires a

substantial investment and a substantial amount of time and expertise is needed to develop a secure

and effective cultivation facility. It is necessary to build or lease an appropriate facility, hire and

train employees, purchase expensive and uniqne equipment, and take other steps required by law.

7. Maryland Compassionate Care and Wellness, LLC has completed substantial

construction of its state-of-the-art 53,000 square foot cultivation facility located in Taneytown,

Maryland. This facility represents a total investment of approximately $10,000,000.00 and is

intended to enable Maryland Compassionate Care and Wellness, LLC to become an industry leader

in medical cannabis cultivation and processing. If operations are restrained or enjoined, Maryland

Compassionate Care and Wellness, LLC will sustain losses of approximately $175,000.00 per

month.

'8. 
Any restraint or injunction of the licensing process creates substantial uncertainty

for Maryland Compassionate Care and Wellness, LLC and will cause it to immediately upon the

granting, layoff all employees until such time as the matter is resolved and Maryland

Compassionate Care and Wellness, LLC is able to contmence operations. This will cause hardship

to Maryland Compassion ate Carc and Wellness, LLC's employees who have left other well-paying

positions to join the company.

9. In addition to the foregoing, there is a statutorymoratorium on additional grower

Iicenses through June 1, 2018. This is a "first to tnarket" provision and it is an impoftant benefit.

Any delay in licensure is prejudicial.

2
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10. In addition to the foregoing,I am concerìed that if the facility is not operational on

or before August 15,2017 , MMCC may rescind pre-approval under COMAR 10.62.08.06.8.

I l. I am the Chief Executive Officer, and an owner and manager of Maryland

Compassionate Care and'Wellness, LLC.

I solemnly affirm under the penalties of perjury and upon personal knowledge that the

contents of the foregoing paper are ttue.

MARYLAND COMPASSIONATE CARE AND WELLNESS, LLC

By
Mitchell P. Kahn
Manager
Ì|l4ay 26,2017
Executed in Illinois
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ALTERNATIVE MEDICINE MARYLAND,
LLC, et al.,

CIRCUIT COURT
Plaintiff,

FOR BALTIMORE CITY
V

Case No. 24-C-1 6-005801

NATALIE M. LAPRADE MARYLAND
MEDICAL CANNABIS, COMM'N., et al.,

Defendants.

AFFIDAVIT OF AI,AN STAPI,E

I, the undersigned, declare or affirm as follows:

1. I have personal knowledge ofthe facts contained herein. I am over 18 years ofage

and a citizen of North Carolina' I am competent to testifli to the facts contained herein'

2. Medical Products and Services, Inc. is a Maryland limited liability company formed

for, among other things, the purpose of seeking a dispensary license from the Maryland Medical

Cannabis Commission, and then for distributing medical cannabis for eligible patients through

channels established and approved by the laws of Maryland.

3. On Decemb er 16, 2016, Medical Products and Services, Inc. was approved by the

Maryland Medical Cannabis Commissìon ("MMCC") for a Dispensary License, after a rigorous

and costly application process.

4. Medical Products and Services, Inc. is now concluding the Stage 2 process.

Medical Products and Services, Inc proffers that it believes in good faith tliat it will timely meet,

all requirements for Stage 2 approval and licensure.

5. On December lJ, 2016, Medical Products and Services, Inc. started taking

steps to become operational.

IN THE

E 000764



6. On December 21,2016, the Medical Carulabis Commission held a Business Information

Session. Representatives of the Cornmission distributed documents governing the procedure for

Stage 2 license approval. The Executive Director of the Commission advised the attendees that

the Stage 2 approval process must be completed by December 31, 2017 or the Stage 1 Approval

granted Medical Products and Services, Inc On December 17tl',2016 would be suspended.

Subsequent to this meeting, and consistent with the advice and guidance provided by the

Commission, Medical Products and Services, Inc. entered into a series of loan and equity

agreements to obtain the financial resoulces necessary to have the business become operational no

later than October 2017. Subsequent to this meeting, and consistent with the advice and guidance

provided by the Commission, Medical Products and Services, Inc. entered into additional

contracts including a building lease, employee housing lease, loan agreements, utility service

agreements, software license agreements, consulting contracts, and legal services agreements that

in the aggregate exceed $20,000 per month. The ability of Medical Products and Services, Inc to

meet its obligations under these agreements is predicated on being able to initiate sales of Medical

Cannabis no later than Octob er 2017 . This date was established after consultation with

Commission staff, the companies that had received stage 1 approval of licenses to Grow and

Process Medical Cannabis and in reliance on the statement on the Commission web site that "....

The MMCC anticipates Íhat ntedical cannabi,s v,ill lte at,ctilable to patients from a licensed

tli,spen,saryinntid-to-lateSummer2017..." IftheCommissionisenjoinedfiomissuinglicenses

to Growers and Processors then the ability of Medical Products and Services, Inc to meet its

obligations will be compronrised and Medical Products and Services, Inc may rttn out of money

and face bankruptcy. Medical Products and Services has entered into long term lease agreements

that represent liabilities of over $200,000 as well as loan agreements with investors for over

2

E 000765



$ 150,000. These liabilities will fall to the owners of Medical Products and Services causing severe

financial hardship.

7. Any challenge to the licensing process creates substantial additional costs and

uncertainty for Medical Products and Services, Inc.

8. I am the majority shareholder of Medical Products and Services, Inc and the Chief

Executive Offrcer.

I solemnly affirm under the penalties of perjury and upon personal knowledge that the

contents of the foregoing paper are tnte.

Alan Staple

$u5{ñ
}lf.ay 29,2017
Executed in Maryland
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A L TËRN,A,T]VE MEDICTNE MARYLAND,
LL,C,el al.,

Flaintiff,

IN TI.TE

CIRCUTT COURT

FOR BALTTMORS CITY

Case No. 24-C-16-005S0 I

NAT.ÀLM M, LÄPR.ADE MARYTAND
MEDICAL CANNABIS, COMM'N ., et al.,

Defèndants,

I, the undersigned, declare or affirm as follows:

1. I have personal knowledge of the facts contained herein" I am over l8 years of

age and a citizen of Maryland. I am competent to testiry to the facts contained herein.

2. OC Botanicals LLC is a Maryland limited liability company t'ormed for, among

atþer things, the purpose of seeking a license from the Mar¡'land Medieal Cannabis Cornrnission,

and then for distributing medical cannabis for eligible patients through channels established and

approved by the laws of Maryland.

3. On December 9th,2016, OC Botanicals LLC was pre-approved by the Maryland

Medical Cannabis Comrnission ("MMCC') to pursue a dispensary license, after a rigoraus and

costly appl ication process.

4. OCI Bor¿nicals t.t-C is now concluding the Stage 2 process. OC Botanicals LLC

proffers rhat. ir believes in good faith that it will timely nree! all requirements for Stage 2

approval and licensure.

5. In an effort to become op€rational, OC Botanicals LLC, its investors and its

partners have co¡nmitted over $540,000 in resources to date with a pending property ptrchase of

v
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$gg5,000 under agreemsnt. Âdditionally, AC Botanicals LLC has already engaged proibssiorral

finns to ässíst wirh the engineerìng, architecture and build-oul of its retail location"

If the MMCC is enjoìned. ftom issuing Stage 2 license approvals, therc could be delays

that would cause signïficant and ineparable harm to OC Botanicals LLC business" Without the

ability to become operational, OC Botanicals LLC will burn its cash reserves at a rate of over

$9,fiû0 a msnth on real estate and other necessary operationâl costs. Additionally. OC

Botanicals LLC currently has * leaseþurchare agreement that if not able to be exccuted as

agreed in the contractual obligation, could exposÊ the company to tens of thousands of dollars'

worlh of ireparable financial harm and could further causc OC Botaaicals LLC to miss the Stage

? approval deadlines altogether restrlling in a tot¿l loss.

Finally, OC Botanicals LtC has ample goúmitted investor capital to become operational.

I{owever, if there âre any significant delays in the MMCC's proffered timeline, it could shake

investor confidence and potentially cause the investors to pull their cçmmitnpnts. If that

happens, it could put OC Botani*als LLC in da*ger of bankruptcy"

6. Ány cåallenge to tüe lic*nsing proc€Bs and changes in the h4MCC-proffered

ìimeline will create subslantial uncerJaiûty for OC Botanicals LIC'

?. I am a¡r ovrner of OC Botânicais'

I solemnly ¿ffîrm under the penalties of perjury and upon personal knowledge that the

çontents of the lbregoing paper are fnte,

Robe¡r Richardson

OC Botanicals

29,2417

2
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ALTERNATIVE MEDICINE MARYLAND,
LLC,et al.,

IN THE

CIRCUIT COURT
Plaintiff,

FOR BALTIMORE CITY

Case No. 24-C-16-005801
NATALIE M. LAPRADE MARYLAND
MEDICAL CANNABIS. COMM'N., et al.,

Defendants

AFFIDAVIT OF G ANALYTICS MD. dba STEEP I, MARYLAND

I, the undersigned, declare or affirm as follows:

L I have personal knowledge of the facts contained herein, I am over 1 8 years of age

and a citizen of Maryland. I am competent to testify to the facts contained herein.

2. Green Analytics MD, dba Steep Hill Maryland is a Maryland limited liability

company formed for, among other things, the purpose of seeking approval from the Maryland

Medical Cannabis Commission to perform chemical, microbiological, and other analytical tests on

medical cannabis products produced under the umbrella of Maryland's medical cannabis pl'ogram.

3. In January of 2017, after a rigorous and costly process, the Maryland Medical

Cannabis Commission ("MMCC") granted Steep Hill Maryland provisional approval to test

medical cannabis products once those products were made available.

4. Steep Hill Maryland is now concluding the final buildout of our laboratory, and we

proffer that we will meet all requirements to be ready to test medical cannabis products when the

MMCC approves Steep Hill Maryland and when Maryland's cultivators and processors make them

available.

5. On November 15th, 2015, Steep Hill Maryland began taking steps to become

operational. Our most signifrcant purchase was our $400,000 payment to Steep Hill corporate for
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our licensing fee. Most recently, we paid a S120,000, non-reftindable, irreversible down payment

on our analytical equipment. Because this payment was irreversible, we are now committed to

purchasing the remainder of our equipment at approximately an additional $630,000 for an

approximate total of $750,000. Our 5-year commercial lease for our testing location in Columbia,

MD costs us $4,000/month. In addition, we are paying approximately $15,000/month towards our

legal/consulting costs and our employees' salaries. Our employees have not only turned down

other employment opportunities due to their commitment to our company, but they have chosen

to relocate to our area to work for us. Notwithstanding these current costs, the delays that have

already taken place in the program have cost us well over $100,000.

6. We are unsure about our competitors' subrnitting of affidavits, but we believe that

there are 5 other ITL's in the same precarious financial position.

7. As a practicing physician and Division Chief of University of Maryland St.

Joseph's Medical Center, I have personally witnessed the suffering of patients who have been

waiting patiently to lawfully acquire medical cannabis for their conditions for which all other

medical treatments have been unsatisfactory. It is unthinkable to imagine that these patients, or

any of Maryland's patients, should be forced to wait any longer than they already have to address

their legitimate medical conditions.

8. Any challenge to the licensing process would create substantial uncertainty for

Steep Hill Maryland, and given our capital outlay and recuming costs, could be devastating to us.

9. I am the CEO of Steep Hill Maryland, and I am also an owner and founding

member. I speak for all of my partners here.

I solemnly affirm under the penalties of perjury and upon personal knowledge tttut Ut.

corìterlts of the foregoing paper are true.

2
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Andrew Rosenstein, MD, AGAF
Ut- &7*, ^,

May 29 20r7
Executed in Maryland
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Andrew Roscnstein, MD, AGAF 
w,»— Akv/ r19 

May g, 2017 
Executed in Maryland 
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GTI MARYLA,ND, LLC, ¿t ç1,,

Pl*intif[

v,

NAT,{ilE M. LAfRADE I'íARYLÅND
MEÞICAL CÄì.{NABIS, CÛMM'N,, êt al,s

IN Ti{E
I

CIRCUITCCIXJRT

FOßBALTIMORE CITY

Cass No, 24-C-16005134

DofendaltB;

,ggtåJ(trLTjilf :rrï,;\{.çgtüllN

1, ths unde¡signe{t deslâ¡6 o} nffinrr n¡ follows:

l. I have petsonat knowledgo of the facts contained herein, I am over 18 yean of

age and a cltiænof tr,faryland. I an cornpeter:t ùo tscüry to thc fss.ts contained herein.

2. On ,{ugusr t5, 2016, SgnìvfÊd o¡owers LLC ("SMG') was ryproved by the

Marytand Mcdical Ca¡rnabis Co¡nmiseion for a Stago L growcr license, aftcr a rlgorour and

costþ application pmcses. .

3, SMü is now parricipatfüg in tho Stago 2 process. SM0 profen rhat it betisves in

good faith ltrnt it wilf limoly rneer, all req-uirenents for Stage 2 approval and lioensrue.

4, Subsequent to ibe Srage I a.xard, and becnuse SMG's Stago I gro*er oward mly

be forfçitcd if the aw¿rdee is not opøational witlrtn â yeal of that award, SMÕ engaged iu

pætârâtiû¡li ro becomE opÉr*dÒnâ¡. SMG signed a binding ten-year lca¡e for its cultivation

facility ín relisace sn the tage I award. That facility is currcntly rxder construdion aad tancl

was purchased for that Pulpose.

S, trowing medical grade caunabis is a hiehly-tcchnlcal proccss that rcquìres a

subst*nlial invesüncnt and a substantial amount of time is necded to <trevelop a securc and

effcslive cult ivslion faci lìtY,

ó, Àny challenge to the licertsing procçss çreates substantial uncertainty ibr STvÍü.
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1¡ lhe,r,ç is å statntory boralof,il¡m or edditional grull'lr lìca$Gs th¡ûügþ irNo l,

Züû" Ihts t¡ s,F$lfa'n'¡år,lçtf'govirion ¡nd{tls gr i¡np0iþüt bsnçft A¡trdÊlÊy htsüst¡rå

irpr$nðtolal.
!8, I+ru¡ra rnd,ns$¿dng:ulpuibor.ofSM$,

I rolÐntf .qËtm ¡¡ner Uç pen¡¡tiqs dpodrsy,qd r¡po* pxeoaåL.h**{* tü& {hs

.Ì:

co:rawof thclo&gq¡¡g,:f ô!Fer'*$rs
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ALTERNATIVE MEDIC1NË MÅ,RYLAND,
LLC. et al.,

v

]N THE

EIRCT]]T CQU.RT

FOR BALTIMORE CITY

Case No. 24-C- | 6-005801

Plaintifi

NATALIE M. LAPRAÐE ÌI4ÅRYLANI)
MEDICAL CÄNNâ.BIS, coMMtN .r et a1,,,

Dafendants,

Å$F.'IÐ¡YIT OF,J¡,cqþ þn'lVtnærtlp4. SppMed GroWefg¡-LI4C

I, the undersigned, dcslarc sr afJinn as follows:

t, l have personal kuowledge ofthe faEts contained herein. l:âm ovÈr l8 years of

age and a citizen of Maryland. I am competent to testify to the facts contained herein.

2" Sun.h{ed Growe$, LLC (SMG) is a Maryland lirnited ìiabiliq" crmpâny form-cd

fürn *mong other things, the pr.rrpose of seekìng a lÍaçnsp &sm rhe Maryland Medical Cannabis

Comrnission, and then for cultivating medical cannabis änd distributing it to ellgible pâtisnts

through channels cstablished and approved by the laws of Maryland,

3" On .August 15, 201:6, SMG was approved by the Maryland Medical Cannabis

Commission {"}íMCC") for- a Stage I grower license, after a rigorous and costly applieation

process,

4, SM0 is norv eoncluding the Stage ? process. SMC proffers that it believes in

goorl faìth that it will tirnely meet, oll reguirements for Stage 2 *pp.raval and l,icensure.

5, I am told thal under COMAR .l0,6:.08.06.F, MMCC may reseind pre-approval

"if the grÒ\¡ier is' not operational within I year of pre-approval," Therefore, imn:led.iately aller

pre-apprçrval on August Ii,2016, SMG began taking steps to becc¡me operational on r:r bsfore

August 15.2017,
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6, Growing medical grade cannabis is a hÍghly+echnical process that requires a

subçtantial investment and a substantial anrount of time ând ç¡pe¡1i5e ís needed to develop a

secrtre and effective cultivation thciliry. lt is necessar.v to build or lease an âppropriate facilily,

hire and train employees, pttrchase exp*nsive and un.ique eqqipfitent" snd tâke other steps

required by law.

7 . In anticipation of a Srage 2 award before tbe August 15. 2017 rieadline, SMC has

hired four employees, One of the employees has purchased a house and is ln the process of

moving to the area. Tivo of the ernployees have relocated from out of state and have signed

rental leasss on resìdential property in the area.

8, Subsequent to the Stage 1 arvard, and because SMe's $tage I grorryor pward may

be lorfeited if SMC is not opemtional by the August 15, 2017 deadline; SMG signed a binding

¡en-year lease for a cuslom built, 78.000 square foot, greenhouse cultivation facility, That

faeÍlity is crrrtently under çönsüuetiôn and 67 aeres of land was purchased for that pu$ose.

Over $6,500,000;00 dollars has been sp€nt or commirtecl to the co¡tsiruction of this facility that is

slated to o. e cornpleted rvithi¡r the next 6ü days.

9" SMû has incurred cunent liabilities in the fornn of s¿laries to its ernployees at

approxinrately $25,000.00 per rnonth. ûnce the greênhouse facility is complete, SMC rental

obligations to its landlqr:d rhar will be approximate.ly $55,000.00 per monrl¡.

10. SMG has created a business plan that anticipates receiving irs Stage Z approvat

befqrc the August I 5, 201 7 deadline, planling its first plants. h.arvesting and sellíng its first crop

by November of 2017, The business plan ânticipates positive cash flow beginning after its first

sale and any delay in the licensing process threatens the viabiliç,of rlris plan anrl SMC and its

enrployees rvould be at risk of substantial financial harm.

2
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I l. Any challenge or delay to the licensi.ng process creates subs'tantlal uneertainty tbr

S'MG and its emplayses,

12, In sddition tc the foregoing, there is a stat$tcr¡ moralorjum on additiona'l grower

licc.nscs through Jr¡nç l, 2018" This iå:a "fir$t to markeT" provlsion ênd it is an ïtuportant bçncfit.

.Any delay in licensure is prejudicial"

13. In addition to the forçgoitg, tr am ¡onserned th* if üe faeilìty ís not opêrafional

on or before August 15. 2017, MI\4CC may rescind pre-âpprôval under COMAR 10.62.0S,06.8.

14. I am owner and managingmember of SMG.

I solemnly affirm under the. pènaltiÊs of perjury and upon personal knowledge thät ThÊ

contênls of tle, foregoingpsper are true.

Jacob Van

2017
Executed inMaryland

J
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DocuSign Envelope I D: 244095 1 5-B 43C-4207 -9C41-ABBF1 86DAgC3

ALTERNATIVE MEDICINE MARYLAND,
LLC, et al.,

CIRCUIT COURT
Plaintiff,

FOR BALTIMORE CITY
V

Case No. 24-C-16-005801
NATALIE M. LAPRADE MARYLAND
MEDICAL CANNABIS, COMM'N, et al.,

Defendants.

AFFIDAVIT OF Three Creeks Dispensarv

I, the undersigned, declare or affìrm as follows:

l. I have personal knowledge of the facts contained herein. I am over 18 years of

age and a citizen of Maryland. I am competent to testiSu to the facts contained herein.

2. Three Creeks Dispensary, is a Maryland limited liability company fotmed for,

among other things, the purpose of seeking a license from the Maryland Medical Cannabis

Commission, and then for distributing medical cannabis for eligible patients through channels

established and approved by the laws of Maryland.

3. On Decemb er 9,2016, Three Creeks LLC was approved by the Maryland Medical

Cannabis Commission ("MMCC") for a distribution license, after a rigorous and costly

application process.

4. Three Creeks Dispensary proffers that it believes in good faith that it will timely

meet, all requilements for Stage 2 approval and licensure.

5. On December 2I,2016, Three Creeks Dispensary began taking steps to

become operational.

6. In an effofi to become operational, Three Creeks and its owners have committed

personal resources in the amount of $65,000. These costs include consulting, professional

IN THE
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DocuSign Envelope lD: 2M095 1 5-B 43C-4207 -9C41-AB8F1 86DA9C3

service, legal fees, land use/zoning approvals, deposits for leased space, and other required steps

to obtain stage 2 approval. Three Creeks has engaged professional firms to assist with

architecture, design and buildout of its retail location. If the MMCC is enjoined from issuing

Stage 2 License approvals, there could be delays that would cause significant loss and harm to

Three Creek's business.

7. Any challenge to the licensing process creates substantial uncertainty for Three

Creeks Dispensary.

8. I am owner and managing member of Three Creeks Dispensary.

I solemnly affirm under the penalties of perjury and upon personal knowledge that the

contents of the foregoing paper are true.

Jose L. Merino
uSlgned by:

Executed in Maryland

2
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,{LTERNATIVË MËþICIN B, h4ARYf ,AND,
LLC, et ul.,

Il.{ TI"IE

CIRCUIT COURî
Plaintiff,

rTR BALTIMORE CITY
v.

Casc No. 24-C-1 6-00580 I

NATAT,IE M, LAPRADE MARYLANÐ
MBDICAI" CÄNNABIS, COMM'N,, e/ ø/.,

fjefendants.

AFFIDÀVIT OF J9SEPH GORMAN

I, the undersigned, deelare or affirm as follows:

1, I have personal knowledge ofthe facts contained he¡ein. I am ovcr 18 years of

age and a citizen cf Maryland. I am competent to lestify 1o the facls contained hcrein.

2. Town Center llellness, LLC is a Maryland limited liability compaûy formed for,

among other things, the purpôs€ of seeking a license from the Maryland Medical Cannabis

Commission, and then for distributiug medical cannabis for elígible patients through channels

established and approved by the laws of Maryland.

3, On Ðecernber 6, 2016, Town CentÊr "Wellness, LLC was approvcd by the

fufaryland Mcdical Cannabis Commission ('-MMCC") for a Medical Cannabis Dispensary

license, alier a rigorous and costly application process.

4, Tonn Center Wellness, LLC is now concluding the Stage 2 process. Town

Center Wellness, LLC proffers that it believcs in good faith that il will timely rneet, all

requirenrenls for Stage 2 approval and licensure.

S. On l)ecenrber 11, 2A16, 'fown Csnter 1#ellness, LLC began taking stcps to

hesome operalional.
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6. To date]'6rvn Center Wellness, LLC has exhausted significant time, energy and

resoufces in ils atternpt to timely rneet all ot'the requirement for Stage 2 approval and licensüre

including but not limited to the following:

a. Engagement of land use/zoning professionals to help ídentify propelies that meet

the z,oning requirenrents of the Senatorial District aod County in which 'Ioxnl

Center T/ollness, LLC was granted Stage 1 pre-âpprôval. (Dist" 47, Princa

George's CotlntY)

b, Rete¡tion of Counsel to pursue the negotiation of Lease with property ovner.

Said Lease has been concluded and executed by the propefy owner and 'lbwn

Cgnter lVellness,

c, Ëngagement of and negotiation of ernployrnent agreements, including agreements

with health professionals including physician's assistant and pharmacist.

d, Preparation of design and construction documents, at a significant cost, along

with engagement ofboth design, engineering and general contractors.

e, Obtaining of approximately $500,000 in equtty and debt financing'

7. The significant delay that wouicl occur in the event of a permanent injunetion

pending a final decision in this matter would have disastrcus effects upon Town Center

Wellness, LLC including but limited to the following:

&. Town Center Wellness will be put in the untenable position of eitirer burning

thrçugh its capital, payïng rent for a space that it sennot uss or seeking to

withdraw from the Lease at a significilìt penalty. This loss is calculated at over

$ 100,000,

2
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b. Town Center $/ellness witl likety lose its financing rendering the Company

severely undercapitalized moving forward.

c. The employment agreements with oertain health professionals will bccome null

and void and Town Center Wellness these professionals will likely pursue more

immediate opportunities for emplcyment.

d. The resulting lack of capitâl witl cåuse Town Centpr V/ellness to either withdr¿w.

frorn or default on agreements with its design, engineering and construotion

professionals.

8. Furúcrmore, any challenge to the licensing process creates substantial uneertainty

for Town Center TVellness, [,LC,

9. I am owner and manâging member of Tov¡n Center Wellnesg, LLC.

I solemnly afürm under the penaities of perjury and upon personal knowledge that the

contents of the foregoing papef are tr¡¡e.

Ëxçcuted in Maryland

l
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ALTERNÅTIVE MF.DICINN MARYLÂND. LI'C, tN lltE
ü sl."

CIR,CUITCTURT
Plarntifi-

FOR BALTIMOßE CITY
T

C¿se No,24"C-tlm580l
NATÂI"IË M LAPRADR MAßYL,\ND
MIiDICÄL CANNABIS. COMM'N. . et al.,

Dcfcndants

Df,CL¡\RATION ûF Grçn Hc¡lth Doc¡&LÇ

l; the undersigned, declare or afïirm as follows:

I I have personal knowledge of the fæts contâi¡ed herein. I am over 18 years of

age . l:an competent to testify to the faas confâined herein.

2. Crreen Heslth Docs, LLC is a Maryland limitd liability compãny formed for the

purpose of certifying patients for the Maryland Medical Cannabis thrurgh channels established

and approved by the laws of Maryland.

3. On [Feb ?û1, 2016, &een Health Þocs opened to better s€rve palient$ in rhe

Maryland arø.

4" Oelaying the opening of dispensaries where or¡r pÍrtients can get rccess to this

medicine is unfair and immoral to these sufiering patiørts. l{e urge yor¡ to reconsider this actio¡

as it ncgativety impacts THOUSANDS of sr¡fferingpatiørts.

5. ,{ny chalk:nge to thc licensing proces$ creâtts substantial uncertainty for all of

our palients.

ó. I am ownsr and managing rncmber of Green Health Docs, LLC.

I salemnly afìirm under the penalties of perjury and upon personal knowledge thal the

csntents of üe foregoing papcr are lruc.
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NAil4E
Anand MD

May 29,2017
Execuled.i n tv{qryland

",
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NAME 
Anand Dugnr. MD 

((10Q 
May 29, 

20i'7f'fi# ”4 
Executedjn Maryland 

r, 
A. 
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ÂLTãRNÅTIYS MI,DIC INË h{AEYLÂND,
LLe. e¡aJ."

T}"f THE

CIRCUTT COURT

FÕ& 8AI-TTMORË CITY

C¿sc No. 24-C-1ffi580¡

PjrintifI,

}.¡ATÅrlS M, LÅFRÂÞE MÅRYTANT}
ä{nnrcÂt CAilH"åFIS, CÕl"lM'N', ât al-,

Ð€fcrtdå$r$.

ÀFFil'åYfif ûf rdCN.â lïcüncss" LLÇ

I" rle urdæîg*ed* declar* or rffirm ¡¡ foll¡:x*:

l. I h¿v* p*rs:rat knowldge of ttre fhcts rûntaind herti*" f rrlr ovcr t8 ye*rs of

age ud * eiti¡ea of b{aryl*nd. I am compttcø Þ t**liår ra the faAs çÔrfairæd lrcrein

Z" MCï.ïA, Welt*e¡s is a Marylrnd t¡mild liability €ðrnpsüy fsnnêd for, anrong

uh¿1. drirgs, $le purposc of sceking ¡ liæns* *o¡x rå* Måryt$d Mdical C¡nnabis Cornmir*iorL

and theil firr disributirry Ídic.åt cqancbis for cligible pãtiËnrs thr$:gh cü¿nrud* e$ablished **d

approved by tlrc laws ofMarYland-

3" Õn llecember g, 2û16- þ{C}fA r#ellnes* we* approved by thc Marylad Mcdicål

C¿nrsbi* Commi$ion {"MMCC-} for ¡ disribution license, afls a rigorure ard coxly

applicati*n prôeÕ$$.

4^ MfTqÅ. lVelln*ss is rÐur concluding rlæ Sragc 2 proces*" MCNA lffellnesr

proffrrs $$ ¡r beli*væ in goCId fsith tbåt it xill rimely rn*s, âll requir*ments for $tage 2

approval and licenzurc

5. ûn December 17, 2016, MCNA Wellnrss beg*n @king sleps t0 beca nt

öperâtiûnål-
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6. ll¡ith * ddlirç of Seæmbs 31, 201? tÕ mfåPlf*c rhe sågp 2, MeNå" *ig¡d a

lgter af imcm tn lex¿ e ry*cc that ïm{d obligg1e u* tÛ fS25-0û0 oYg. â 3 par peffud- l#c h¡r't

ft*å¡ncd åú åf*hitcct nnd dsiglg" r¡¡ith eommitme$t$ of S5Û"000' ¡tre hircd ard æmplaed

b¡¡,dlry frü flù"Oü$ ¡¡¿ wcbrite dexüga for *ts,t00 with orrgoing SEO of !200#npmh. Ståff

h¡3 !rä¡ tair¡$sd srgl lünt for tr*iniøg elXl rrc anticiporing ñrll tïnt *rptoymæt is S€PtËÛ¡beÛ"

2Õt?. If fu.Çommi¡aio|¡ ir cnjgincd from icnling g¡ûïrûf licære* rbn *e rbillry of MCI'IÂ

Wdl$Ëüå t6lffi,iþ übli€¡tigrxill k everely çümprffni$öd causing MCNA lVellms to ú¡tr

n* oif wcf rd ftse fosdbh b¡nkn#cY"

,f . ,1ny *allurgs,ts thû ticex*irg Fflrcs* cftåt€s rlù$etttíål urc*aínry fÕr trüCNÅ

Wdlffi
s"Iemowrrcrandmtmg¡ngmemberofMCNÄ\l/ellness.

I,wlemty :$inn ulds ttç pcn¡hiçc of løjury ad upan Pä5Ô¡HI krrowlesg* fååt lk

cotrø*tftlre :fr{qoÈlrg PF ræftæ-

tur¡¡hdf,-

årærtad in l{årflrnd

w
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NATALIE M. LÀFRADN MARYLAND
MEDICAL CA}INABTS COMMISSION,
Þt al,,

tTI MARYLÀND' tLCr et al.n IN THE

Plaíntiffso CIRCUIT COURT

Y. roR

BÄLTIMOR& CITY

Case No.
2c-c-1ð-CI05134

Defendants.

tr * lt tç ¡k * * * * r. *. * tt tr tr * * * ìl * * tr rtt * *

åq'FIDÁVIT ür $DTVARP L. W'PIDEr"'{rtrLÐ

L In this Affrdavit I will discuss my professional background, the

reasons for my present lnterest in mcdical oannabis, the consìderatieins that led

Maryland Cultiv¿tion and'Proces$ing LLC ("MCP") to apply for a "grower"

license in Maryland, and the irregular conduct in awarding "pre-approvals" fnt'

'ogrower,' licenses th¿t has caused this lawsuit. I will also discuss the irreparable

harm MCP will suffer in the absence of a prelinrinary injunction. I am over the age

of l8 years and cornpetent to testi-S, and I arn bnsing this Affidavit upon my owlr

tirst-hand knowiedge, drawn from my olvn experience and what has been reliably

reported to me.

*
fr

-*

*
*
ll

*
ìlÉ

*
ì!

*
*
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Prçfessipn al Backs roun 4

Z, My legal training ând iüterest in adminislrative procedure began at

Colurnbia Universitv Sshool of Law (class of 1968) where I was selected for the

Legislatíve Drafting and Research Fund. White in law school I also worked for a

New York eífy agency, the Ðepartmant,of Buildings, where I co-authored arr

artisle for the St. Johns Uuiversít}'Law Review Õnthe authority of New York City

to make ômÊrgency repaírs on privatel,y owned property. (A copy of my

professional resume is attacired as Exhibit A),

3n After a stint as a míddls-school teacher for ohildren with merrtal

disabititíes, aad thereafter work in tho New York City office of an international

law firm, in 1972I joined the U.S. House of Representatives Committee On

Interior Affairs âs Counsel and Direcfor of the Energy and Fuels Staff. I was

responsible for all fuel and energy mattersarising under Committee oversiglrt at a

time of supply shortages and a growing alvare-ness of the need tbr envìronmental

proteotïon from the extraction, transpartation, refîning and consumption of

hydrocarbon products.

4, ln 1974I retumed to private law practice in Washington, D.C. My

focus involved â concentration in regulatory and procurement matters,

2
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5, I became close 1.o the white House staff acting as an informal

consultânt to presiilent Forcl's domestio polioy staff on matters relatîng to ftiel and

€nergy, Frçsident Ford appointed me to the Commission on White House Fellows,

6. After the Carter Administration,I joined the campaign of GovÊmor

Ronald Reagau for the Republican nomination, as naûional.Chairman of Lawyers

for Reagan, and later as Counsçl to the Reagan for Presideüt 1980 Campaign.

After the elcotion, President Reagan appointed IRö as onc of th¡ee private sector'

Members of the Adnrinistrative Conferênoe of the United $Îates. I also servçd as

Chairman of the Agency far Intematicnal Devsloprnent Comrníttee On Foreign

Disaster Relief and â$'iüo'corfisel to- Project Þemocracy, which led to thc

establÌshment of the National Endowrnent for Democracy.

7, washingtonian Magaaine has nêrr,1ed me as one of the 75 "Best

Lirwyers" in Washington D,C., and various publioations have designated me

among "supÉr Lawyerso' and t'Best Laivy'ers,o' I am rated AV by Martindale

Hubbell, a Life Member of the Ameriçan Law Institute, and a Senior Fellow of the

Á.dministrative Conference c¡f the United States. I have served as Editor ofthe

Atomic Ene¡gy Law Joumal, am on thç Eclitorial Bpard of Bloomberg's BNA Tax

Management Service, and am the contributing author of two books,

3
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g, I have offared the foregoing rosurne not as an exercisc in imrnodesty,

but because I believe its context and cotttrast help show the sincerity of what now

follows,

My Interest In Metlical Cnnnabis

9. Approximately l0 years ago I was dïagnosed with Parkirtsoûos

disease, This neurodegenerative condition is lncurablç ând the usual medications

that arc effective in the beginning of tlle diseass process often produce a baoklash

that is as bad as the symptom$ they relieve.

10. In my search for altematives to the products of big Pharma, I came

åoross the book Par,kinson's âÉd Måriiganê, whioh described the ws¡k being done

in Israel that indieates câf¡lâbis is on effeclive arrti-ínflammatory and anti-anxïety

mcdication offering the possibility of being neuro-protective as wçli.

11, After discussing the potential medical benefits of cannabis with my

neurologist, I decided to try ít, and I noticed a posÍtive effect on ssveral symptoms

associated with my Parkinson's disease, This þro$ressive disease results in

gradual circuit failure between the brain and the body, Along the way it is

common to suffer failure of dilferent bodily functions, the msst vivid nightmares

one cän imagine, oppressive fatigrre, and depression, After ingesting cannabis I

generally felt that the sense of depression and zurxiely lifted, and I oflcn felt relief

from stiffrress in mY lower back.
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ï2. Among ths concerns I shared with my neurologist was the rislc of

ingasting toxic products from smoking an unkrtown plant produot. And indeed,

thore was no consístency to the maierial I was able to obtain. l realïzed that, if

pâtients like mc r,vere to benefit from medicøl caünabis, then a leliablc source of

uncontaminated, Qual íty product was noces sary'

MCP An{t lts Annlicntþ}.

13, In due çourse a mutual acquaintance irrtroduced me to A¡dras

Kirschner. Mr. Kirschner has degrees in Plant Science and Sustainable Agriculture

frsm the University of Maine; has stuclied for a Master's Degree ïn Business

Administration at Loyola Marymount Universiry in Los Àngeles, Califomia; a¡rd

has several years of,dìrect, hands-on experieRce in organic farming' Mr. Kir¡ehnçr

and I becê¡ne partners,ïn Phyto Managernert LLC, a licensed oultivator of.nredical

cannabiS and recipient of one of the fîrst cultivator licenscs issued by the Disrtct

of ColumbiaDePartrnent of Health,

14, lilhen the Maryland legislature enacted legislatïon geating â state-

regulated system for the provision of medical cannabiso Mr. Kirschner, a Maryland

nåtive, suggested t}rat we pursue Stage I oopre-approval" for a "glower" license.

15" Based on Maryland's reputation for favoring the politically connected,

I was initially unrvillirrg to make the commitment required, But on reviewing the

lvlaryland. statute, the implementìng regulafions in COMAR' and the FAQs
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(answers to t'flequently asked questioust') and public statements of Officials of the

Legislature ard the Natalic M, LaPrad.o Maryland Msdioal Cannabis Commission,

ws consluded tþ¿t Maryland was determined to r:un an opÊn' meriþbased licensing

process, \ilo accordingly formed MCP, and are rqual partners in that firm'

16. Marylandos ånnûunoed process, designed to ässure patients of a

q¡ality product, consistent in dosage,and the effect, was important to'my decisïon

to commii the extensíve resour.ces r*quiled to compete in Maryland, because I am

not only an investor, I arn a paiient. As an inve$tof, I hear about râtes of retl¡m, but

as a patient the quality of the mçdicine is a greater concera than the profits of the

enterprise.

17, In Novernber 2015, after many months of preparatory efforts, MCP

submitted its Application for Stage I "pre-approval" for a o'gtower" license. In our

Application) we indicated that the proposed locatïon for our'rgrowBr'o facÍlÌty was

in Frederick CountY, Maryland.

t B, Throughout the ontire process) wc believed, based upotl eveqything in

the statute and regulations, and in the Commission's Application for¡rr, FAQs, and

other statements, that "location" was "not feievant" for detelmìning "pfe-approval"

fbr a "grower" license. Tliat is precisely what the Commission told us in their

FÄQs. We believed the Appiicants wouid be evaluated and scored pursuant to

criteria set ou[ in the regulations (criteria that did not include'olocation"), and that

6
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, this scoring would 1¡e d,one,by objective experts, hired by the Cornmission, at the

RegïonalEconornic Stuclles Institute (.'RESI") at Towson Universify. Twice in the

Àpplication forrn the Commission had emphasized, o'The Commission intends to

award lícenses to Applioants that most effîoiently and effeotively ersure public

safety and safE access to medical cannabis." (As stated in the Applioation fotm,

Exhibit 1 tç the Commission's Memorandum in Support of its Motion to Di*míss

or for $ummary Judgment against MCP, ât pp' 5 and 19)"

lg, Thìs understaoding was consistent even with thc Commission's

u,urgent'r request to Applicants in Jutry 2016 that "tlre Co¡îmission would iike to

invite you to piovÌde information identiffing the courrty within which you propose

to operate youl gfower facility, if known," In response' ws once againinfbrmed

the Commission that our proposed facílity was in Frederick County, fufaryland'

(The Commission's communicatïon, and our response' åre attached within Exhibit

B tCI this Affidavit)'

ZA. 1n August 2A|6,MCP rsceived the Cornrnission's notification that

MCP was ranked within the top 20 but not the top 15 of Applioants for "pre-

approval" fur a "grower" liceRse, and that therefore MCP was not receiving "pre-

approval.o' The Commission's notification letter is attached as Exhibit C to this

Affidavit. Ths letter speaks f:or itself; it plainly states that the rankings were the

product of RESI'6 evaluation, and makcs no mention of location.
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21, 'Ihe Commission also released an'oAnnÖuncentent" to t¡Ê publie

,,Rrgarding Rankings for Crower and Processor Applicants'" That Announcement

ï,noluded the Commission's final rankiugs of the top 20 .Applicants fbr oogrower"

and rþrooesso/tlicenses. The Announcement, with the rankings, ie attached as

Exhibir D to this Affidavit, The Announcenìent speaks for itself; itplainly $tates

that the råûking-5 were the product of RFSI's evaluation, and makes no mention of

locati,on. MCp is shown as Nurnber 16.

ZZ, Following this notification and Announcement, Mr. Kirschnsr and I,

through orlr.çwn investìgative efforts and the work of others, including journalistsn

have uncovered facts showing that irnproper behavior by tire Çommissíon.resulted

in the denial of "pre-approval" to MCP. In sum, MCP was indeed ranked within

the top l5 pUrsuant to the rules announced and cstabiished in the stalute,

regulations, ånd other publio doauments, but was removed from the top 15, after

thê RESI rankings were comBletecl, tCI mset the personal preferences of cert¿in

Members of the Co¡nrnission"

Zj, In the following Paragraphs, I will outline what we have learnecl. I

am also attaching the following adctitional sources of information:

I
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(a) the Affidavit of Feter,4,. Kadens, at{ached as Exhibit E, whíoþ

includes Kadens' report of his conversations with for¡ner Commission Mçmber

Deborah Miran; and

(b) these newspÂPer articles:

I Drcsser, *¿Head Of Maryland Medical Marijuana Grower Liconsing

Defonds Decisions, Says Suores Wcre Tightly Bunohedr" The Baltirnore un, 0øt'

15, 2016 (attaehed as Ëxhibit F);

. Cox, *With Little ]rrfoney Or Overuight, Untraíned Volunteers Set Up

Maryland,s Medical Marijuana lndustry," The Baltimore sun, oot. 9, 2016

(attaehed as Exhibit G);

r G¡Ëgg & Nirappll, "Last'MÍnute Change In TVho Can Õrow Medical

Pot In Ma:ryland Spurs Complaints," The liVashington Post, Sept, 12,2016

(attaohed as Exhibit H);

. TVood, "Maryland Medisal Cannabis Cornmission lderrtifies Medical

Marijuana Growers ond Processor$'" The Baltimote un, Aug. 15, 2016 (attached

as Exhibit I);

r Gregg & Nirappil, ,oThe First Players in Maryland's Medical

Marijuana Industry l-Iave Political Ti€s,n'The Washington Post, Aug. 15,2016

(attached as Exhibit J)¡ and
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r ÏVitte,'oMaryland Panel Makes First Licettse Decísions On Medical

Pot,ooThe washington Post, Aug. 5,20i16 (attached as ExhibitK),

24. On o1 about June 6, 2}1r6,the Commission's Executive Diregtor,

patrick Jamison, appointed a "Grower Suboommittes" to receive R-ËSI's rankings'

The Grower subcommittee was phaired by Colnmission Vice-Chairman FIarry

Kobshaw and included Corrmdssíoners Christina Godin-Paul, Deborah Miran,

Nanoy Roscn-Cohen, and John Traunfeld,

25, On July 12,2016, the Commissiç¡n met and, according to a video of

the meetlng, una*imotrsly approved oertain intemal "rules" the Commission

supposedly would use tö dste$n-ine the top 15 "grower" Appiicants for 'opfe-

approval,'o These'rrules" lvôre never disclosed to the Àpplicants or thà public,

novêr published for notice ãnd c-omrnent, aud to our knowledge nevor approved by

tlte Attomey ßeneral'

26. Likc thç previously published C0MARregulations, these new o'rulesl'

apparently provided that the Cornmîssion would use RE$I'$ sçorÞ$ To determine

the top 15 grower applications f,or Stage I "pre-approvâ1." But according to the

video of the July 12, 2}l6,meeting, tliese new'otrutes" also announoed -- lbr the

fi.rst time -- that the Commissíort would use â måp of "Àgricultural Regions" of

Maryland ("the IV{ap") to gauge how the top l5 HBSl-soored Applicants werc

geographically distributed throughout the State. Nothing was said about making
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Iocatign now'orelsvaüt," or indesd determinative, for awarding'opre-Approval,"

Nothing was said about moving any Applicant üutside of the top 15 ranked

Applicants, ased on looation, and about doing so without offering Applicanïs the

opportunify to change proposed locations.

27 " The Map,showed five o'Agricultural Regions": North Central,

Northern Eastern Shore, Southenr Easterrt $hore, Southern, and Western, MCP's

proposod losatioll was in the North Central 'oAgricultural Region"" ,{ copy of the

Map is attacheri to as Ëxhibit L to this Affrdavit,

28, Shortly after the July 12 meeting, CIn CItr about July 13, the trower

Subeommittgc received RBSI's rankings, Through conversations with Fete'

Kadens of GTI lvla¡yland, I have learned that RISI ranked MCP al Number 8', hdr.

Kadens received this,information directly from a Grower Subcommittee Member,

Commíssionerl)aborah Miran, Mr, Kaciens' own Affidavit, whioh râçites the

infonnatíon hs obtained from Commissionçr Miran, is attached as Exhibit E to this

Affidavit-

Zg. Thereafter, on futry 19, the Comnrission roquested that the A.pplicants

identi$ the County -- "if known" -- in which they proposed to operate. As it had

i¡ its Applieation, MCP informed the Commission that its proposed location was in

Frederíck County" See Exhibit B to this Affidavit'
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30. On July 27,the Grower Subcqmmittçe mst to review the top l5

Applìcants as ranked by RESI. All members of the Grower subcommittee,

including Robshaw, uttanimously decided to award Stage I "grower'u 'þtê'

approvals" for thess top 15 RESl-scored Applicants, including MCP. 'fhere was

r .. ,..-f,1 !,

no suggesfion of any manÌpulation based upon loeation, geograp-hy,' or anything:

else,

31. On the very next dqy, however, Robshaw summoned the (irower

Subcomrnittee ând dÍrected its Members to revise the rankings based upon his own

flotion of "geographïc diversify," He díd not use ",{grieultural Regionst'; in fact,

he disagreed with theplaoemcnt o,f Anne Arundel County within the $outhern

Ag¡icultural Region. Instead, Robshaw focused on Counties. He removed two

linns ftom the top 15, MCP (Frederick county) and GTI (lyastrington countyJ

(whìch RESI had ranked as Numbcrs I and 12, respectively), and reptaced them

with a firm in Prìnce Georgeos County (Holistie Industries LLC ('Holistic"),

rAnked by RESI as Number 20) and a finn in"lVsrcester County (Shore Naturals

Rx LLC, ranked by RESI as Number 21). The ürowsr Subcommittee approved

Robshaw' s shuffling, witþ Commissioner Mira¡r dissenting,

32. Robshaw's changes are summarized in MCP's Cornplaint in this

aorion (j11¡ Sl-5S); in Mr. Kadens' Affidavit (I3), atlached hereto as Exhibit E; and

in the Chart attached hereto as Exhibit M. Of the top RESl-rankecl 15 Applicants,
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and excluding GTI, six "{pplícants 
were ranked lower than MCP and yet received

"pre-approval," Tlree Applicants in the North Central Agricultural Region,

including GTI, wrre ranked lower than MCP, Yet Robshaw's shuffiing bounced

MCP from the toP 15,

33. After receiving the names of the tounties whe. fe each 'ogrowêr'o

Applicant intcndecl to operate, Rolishaw and his feilow Conrnrissioners had

information frorr which the identities of the Applicants could be ascedained' With

this informationn as stated above, Robshaw expressed dissatisfaction with the Map

showing Agricultural Regions, and decided to use Counties as thç determinant, not

Agricultural Regions.

34, Robshaw's re-rankings helped c¡ne of the most politically connected

applicants, Holistio, The üomrnission had received a letter supporting Holístic

f¡om Thomas V. "h¡fike" Miller, President of the Maryland Senate. Holistic's

.nteam" i¡rcludcd (a) I{çnry P, "Phil"'Miller, .Ir., a relative of Senator Miller who

invested in HolistÍc and who had offered his farm as l-Iolistic's cultivation site; (b)

the son-in-law of Gerard E. Evans, Maryland's reportedly highest paid lobbyist'

w¡o represcnted Holistic; (c) the former Maryland Secretary of Health Nelson

Sabatini; anct (d) Ismael'oVinoe" Canales, leader of the Maryland Fratemal Order

of police a¡rd -- likc Robsha\il -- a veteran of the Prince Georgeos County Police
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Department, The Commission has awarded "pre-approval" to Holistic for a

t*grorve/' lieense, â otpfocessor" license, and a 
n'dispensary" license'

35. These events raise the specter of favoritism, cronyism, and political

influence. Robshaw's manipulation remsved meril as thc basís for awarding the

15 $tage I {'pre-approvals?t for "grorver" licenses'

36, MCP wâs çrsatsd for the sole puqpose of acquiring a license to grow

medical cannabis in Maryland. The Commission's action has effectively baned

MCp from entering the Marylancl's new medical cannabis market, riVithout

injunotive reliet MCP may entsr the markot, if ever, no sooner tþan 2018,

asSuRrtng ttre $tate then isSuss additional grCI\ryer çþre-approvals" Or actual

licenses.

37. MCF will suffer the loss of its rightful place as not only a licensed

medical cannabis grower, but also as one of the first entrants into this new market.

The first çntrànce into a market otÇurs onþ once, and in light of state'created

baniers ts entranoe, its cost is all ttre nrore clifficult to quantify. liVith such high

barriers to entrance, the medical cannabis growers market is effççtively a state'

created oligopoly,

38. In addition to losing the opportunity to euter the medical cannabis

gïowsrs market, MCP is at risk of losing the right to lease a facility specifically

t4

E 000808



custgrnizÕd to grow merlioal cannabis. MCP sperlt mÔnths surveying various

locations and meeting with local offîcials and real cstate profbssionals befûre

seleoting.a faeility in Frederick County. After eatensive negotìationsi in April

2016, MCF and its putative iandlord reached an âgrçemËnt Õn the terms and

oonditions of a lease, including landlord lmprovements to MCP'l'speciüoations, in

the amcunt d$1,500,000, to provide a facility for the specific puqpÛse of growing

medical cannabis, which improvements were to be amor"tized over the term of the

lease. The lease allowed t80 days, fiom the date of execution, to secure "pre-

approval" for a medical cannabis grower's lícense' The 180"day period has

expired, and although the landlord has infoñaally agteed to extend the time

temporarily, there is no assurance that tho property, and the agreement, will be held

indefrnitelY.

Ig. The Commisçion has also issucd o'pre-applovals" for licçnses ft¡r

prospective dispensers and prCIcessof$ of medicat saff1abis. solne of the firms

winning these'upre-approvalsr'r lìks Holistic, are also "growers." But tJrose that ale

not will need to develop rclationships with "growers," anel I âm awårs that they are

already doing so. MCP is losing that opportunity, for withçut'þre-approvai" MCP

is not a candidate with which cither a dispenser or procÕssÕr nray wish to do

business
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40. Nono of this loss is quantiflable. Providing medical carrrrabis in

Maryland is a new business not only for MCP, trut also for all the firms receiving

"pre.ap¡rroval." MCP's injury is immediate ånd ineparable'

41. There is also apersonal side to ir, eparable injury, I believe in ths

potential of meclical cannabis as an aid for patients in need. While I am excited to

be part of a young industry, challenged by it* risks and attrasted by its potential, at

thls stage of rny life tegaoy is rny la-rgest motivation. Þarticipating in the

oultivation of medical cannabis lets me advoeate on behalf of patients for a just

cause, oü the right side of advâncing healthoare, civil rights, cîvil liberties, criminal

justice, and sentencing reform. At my â$s¡ alld With my illness, my time for this

servïce has become voqy much of the essenoe,

42, There will be no dolay resulting from prompt adjudication of MCP's

Complaint. MCP does not seek to interfere with the o'pre'åpproval" of the 13

Applicants rhatwere legitimately placed within the top 15 by the Commission. We

only seek to be restored withïn the top J'5, as ra¡ked by RESI, and seek to enjoin

award of "pre-appfoval" only to the tlvo Applicants that unfairly gained "pf*-

approvalt' as a result of the Commission's manipulation of the rankings.

43. These two Applicants may not even be taking actions needed to

receive actuel licenscs. By letter d¿ted December 27,2016, the Maryland Attorney

Gcneral has conftrmed that, since being awardedtopre-approval" in August 2016,
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t¡ese two Appticants have not taken any required steps to achieve actual licenses.

Whilç the Statc has dsclínecl voluntarily to take nr¡ action on these two Applicants'

the Attorney General's Office stated:

of ,,. [T]he Commission respectfully declines to

formally halt the stage two-pre-approval proces$ for any

ofthe applicantx. However, as of todaY, December 27,

20i6,

Äs of December 27, 2016' fhe Commission

continues to orvait the submission of supplemental

materials from each of the two applicants subject to

ch*llenge. until thosc submissions are received from the

two applicants øt issue, considsration by the commission

of theii applications cannol proceed," Exhibit N to this

Affidavit (emPhasis added).

Nçither of These Applioants has sought to intervenç in this litÌgation.

q4. In sum, the Commission's r,ranipulation of the scores deniesthe

publïc early access tn two Applicants deemed by experts to be more qualified than

the two oonçËrns that Robshaw'g rankings have benelÌtted, 'ffitlrout judicial

interventïon, the result will certainly not meet the Commission's promise, as iI

ernpìrasizecl in its pre-award statements, that "The Commission intends to award

licenses to Applicants thaf most efficiently and efÍèctively ensur$ public safety and

safe acoess to medical cannabis."
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I solernnly affiurt under tlre penalties of BerjUry and upnn pørsonal

knowledge that the contents of the furegolng papËr ar,ç tals, Ëxecuted on

¡unuurv 4 ,zalr7.
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Fror¡l Mfchael Berman:

Sent: Thursday, MaV 2\}AXv L1:344M
fo¡ Heathþr g, Ne lson,(heather.netsonl@ maryland.gov) <heather.nelsonl@marryland'gov>; Robert'E. MCÊrâY

<rabèrt, m cçräy@- m ã rytan d, gov>

SubJect: eurio Affidavit

Énclosed is âh efecutgd affid¡vit unchanged from the,unsigned one senÌ yesterday, Please present ¡t to the court We

vloulcl appreeiãte ¡f you wauld let us know the ou.tcome of the heäring' Thank yort

MICHAÉU þ, BERNIAIII

Rlfkin Weiner livlngston,' [Lfi
2002 ClipPer Park Road, Suite 1.08

Baltimore, MD 21211
Cell Phone: 410-206-5049

Www¡fwllaw.cqr¡'r

RrvLll rm-uw,w'l
ll ônon.ltvs Àl lå1¡

Pi.EAs[ NOTr NEW EMAit AÞÞnËSS oF iirb-errtan@rvyliaw.cor¡.

clñcuLAR'230 NOTICEI Tr: ensure compliance with requirements imposed b¡y the IRS under circular 230, we inform yor'L

that anr¡ U.5, feder,altax aclvise contained irr this csmniunication,{,including ättaihrnents), unless ollre.rwise sperifiralh¡

stã:ted, Was not intende d or wr¡ttan to he used, and cannot be used, for the purpose of {1) avoiding penaltles under the

lnternal Revenue code, or {2) pÍÕmoting, ñarketing ór recom'rïenrling to ûnother pârty åny matters add¡essed herein'

coNFlDENTlAl,tTy NoTlcE; This comnrunlcation may contain privilegecl or other confidential inform¡tion' lf you are not'

the intended reripient, or believe you lrave receivecl this comrnuni[ation in error, please do not print, copy, Fetransmit,

dissenrinate or otherwíse use the irlfornration, Also, please indicate to the sender that you h'ave receivècl this rnessage

in error and delete the copy you received, Thank you'
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SET{ATE BILL 1197
JI 7l'r'3802

By: Senator l\{iller
Cãnstitutional.Requirements Complied with fpr lntroduetion in the last 35 Days of Session

Introdtrced and read first timel March 20,2017
Assigüed to: ïlules

A BILL ENTITLJID

1 A}T ACT concerníng

2 Public Health - Maryl¿nd Mecli¿al tanrrabis Commission * Membership'
3 l;icerrsing, and Studies

FOR the purpose of requiring tlre Natalie IVL LaPrade Maryland Nletlical Cannellis

Com¡¡ission to actively seeh, to,:bhe exteht permitted liy State anel federal law, to

achjeve racial, ethnic, and geog¡aphic diversity when Ïicensing medical çannabis'

g1,6wors, p¡ocessofg, and dispensa.ries apd to strongly encour¿rge aud conduct ongoing

ãutr,each to certåih small, minorit)¡, and women business o\ryners arrd entrepreneuf's

lbr certain puïpo$es; altering the memlrership of t'he Commission; requi'ring Nhe

Governor tJ appoint an executive director ofl the Corn¡nission with tho advicc and

consent of the Senate of Mary,larid; establishing the Naüalie M. LaPrade Medical

Cannabis Access Fund; requiring the Department of Health aud Mental Hygiene to

administer the Fund¡ pr:oviding that the Jrund is a special, nonlapsine {uqd t}at is
not subject to,a certaín provision of law; provicling {br the ptìrpo,se of the Fund;

reqtriring the State Trea,suter to hold the Fund separately and the Comptroller to

accou¡t iol tlre Funrl; requiring the Fund ùo be invested and reinvestecl in ¿r certain
nrânner; providing that investmeht eartrings of the Fund shall be letained ùo the

crectit, of the Fund; providing that the Fund. is suliject to a certaitr audìt; requiring
the Colrptrollel. to pay out money flom the Fund as directed by the Deparl,menl;
providing that the prn¿ consists of certain morlêy and fee,q; prohibiüing any part of

itte tr'un¿ from reverting or being credited to certain funds; providing thaf
expenditr-rres from the Flncl may be made only in accol'dånce with the State buclget;

reiuiring the Departrnent, in consültation with tlie Commission, to establi.sh a

cerlain program allowing certain indivicluals to obtain meclical calrnabis f'vom cerfaiu
dispensaries at no cost or a reducerl cost aud to reimburse certain dispetrsaries li'om

a càrtain Fund; r,eqniripg the llepartment to aclopt certain regulations; prohibiting

a ¡nember of the Se¡ate of Maryland or the House of Delegates flrotn being an o\{¡ner:

or âü employee of a certain business entity that holcls ¿r certain iicense; alt;ering the

number of medical camrabis gïÕwer licenses thai lnay be awarc{ecl by the

Commission; requiring the Commission to arvard up to a certain nttmber c¡f nledìcal

4
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sENA'l'U llll,I, 1197

I cannabis growef licenses to certailr applicants; requiring, on or before a ce::tain tlat'e,

Z the Commissio¡ to co¡cluct a certain study; providing that Lhe total numbcl: of

ll meclícal cannabis gro\¡/er.licenses nrv¿rrdecl by the Commission shall decrease nnder

4 certain circrlmstances; aul,horizing the Commission to issue additional licenses

5 lreginnir:rg on a certain dale unrìel certain circul:rstaûces; requiring the Commission

6 grãnt Stãge One pr:eapproval for a meclical cannaiiis gt'ower license to certain

7 anplica¡ts or-r r¡r before a certain clatc; requiring certain applicanl,s to n'rect cert'ain

I rå[uìr,e*ents for final apprc¡val for a certain licerrse; prohibiting the Commission

Ð firom reviewing, evaluating, or rankirrg an application fol a meclical cannabis grower

l0 license o* u*"*diog äny adclitional n-redical cannabis gï:ower licenses until a certain

l1 clisparity str.rdy i*c õo*pt"ted; provicling for the termination. of the terms of certaiu

LZ appointåd membe¡s of lhe Commission; providing for Lhc appointrnent and tenns ofl

tå .e"toin appginted mernbers of the Commission; r:eqttiling the tertification Ageucv,

L4 in cor.sultåtion witl'r the Gener:a1 ,A.sscmbly ancl the Of{îce of the Attorney General,

l5 to initiate. a certain study of the rnedicaL cannabis inclustly to make a cert'ain

16 cletermination relating to certain business participation in the nr*eclical cannabis

17 inrlgstry; authorizing ihe Boarrl of Public Works to adopt certain regula,tions;

18 requirini. the firral report of a certain stucty to be srtbmiltecl to bhe Legislative Policy

lg Commitiee before a óert¿rin date, clefining a certairr term; and generally reìating to

Z,A mernbership, licensing, anil str-rclies and the Nalalìe NL LaPrade Mar'¡rland lV{edical

21 Cannabís Cornmission'

22 BY r,epealing àntl reenacting, with amcndmrJnts,
23 A-r'ticle * Health - Gene::al
24 Section 13*3302, 13*:ï303(a) ancl (f), and 13*3306(a)

\rJ Annotated Code of Maryland
38 (2015 Replacement Volume a:rd 2016 Supplement)

27 BY adcling io
28 Article * Health * Genernl
29 Sectionl3-illì03.1arrd13-830tr.1
;10 Annotatecl Cocle of MarYland
3i (2015 Replacernent Volume and 2CI16 Supplement)

I]2 SIICTION 1. BE T? IINACTItrI] Y T}TE GENIJ]ìAI, ÄSSN]\{BLY OF'MAIT.YJ'AND,

il3 That the Laws of Maryland read as follorvs:

84, Article - Health * General

35 13-3ts09.

(a) 'lhcrc is ¿l N¡rl¿rlie M. I,aPr:¿rck: Nfeclical C¿¡linabis Conrmission.

The Cc.¡mmission is an inclepenclent cornmission that l"unctions within t;he

.)

36

(b)

l)epartrnent
ùl

3B

E 000817



SANATIi BILL 1T9? ã

1 (.) The pur.pose of the Commission is to develop poìicies, procedures, guidelines,

Z and regirtations tã implernent programs to make nredical cannabis available to qualilying

I paùients in a safb and effective utârlner.

4 (d) (1) The Cornrnission slrall rlevelop id.entification cards far quali&ing

5 patients and categivers.

6 (?; (Ð The Department shall adopt reguiations that establish the

? r-eqrrirements for ictentification cat'd,s provided by the Commission.

I (iÐ Tþe .regtrlations adopted unclersubparagraph (i) of this

I paragra¡:lr shal! inch¡de:

1. The informabion to be included on a1'r identification card;

2. The metl"rod" through whicÌr the Commission will distril¡ute
identification cards; and

B. The methocl through which bhe Cornmission wi.ll track
identification cards.

(e) The Cornmission shall clevelop and maintain ¿r l{eb site tha|:

(1)Proviclesinfo.rmationonhowanindivi.dualcanobtainm.edicalcânnabís
in the State; and

(Z) Provides contact information for licensed dispensaries.

(r) Trup CoIwMISSIoN sHALL:

10

11
L2

13
14,

15

16
tr1

18

19

90
21
üo

?3

24
9Ã

zß

27

(1) Actrv¡rr-y'sltEr(, To rHE EXTENT pURwIITTED BY srnru aun
FEDERAL LAW, TO ACHIE\IE RACIAI, ETHNIC, ANII GTTOGRAPHIC DIVERSITY WHnN

I,ICENSING MET]TCAL CANNABIS GNOWEIIS, PßOCESSORS, ANN DIST}ENSARIES; AND

(2) stno¡lcr,y ENCOURAGE ÄND CCINDUCT ONGOING OUTRE¡\CH TO

SMÄLL, MINORITY, AND \ryOMEN BUSINESS OWNERS AND EN'IIìIIPRIÌNI:UßS,

INCLUDING CIIRTIFIED MINORITY BUSII\¡ESS ENTERPRISI]S, AS DEIïINND IN $ 14-30I.

oF THE s'r¿'rn Flu¿t¡cp AND PHOCURtrMENT AnTtCln, TC) APIILY FOII A LICANShI AS

A IVIEDICAL CANNA}3IS GROVITiR BYI

(r) Esr.qnusuwç ANrr uslNç TR¡IINTNG PRoGRAMS IN

T,AATNEßSHI P WIîH TRADITIONÀL MINORII'Y. *SERVING INSTITUTTONS' INCLUDING

HTSI'ORICA],I,Y BLACI{ COLLIIGES AND UNIVERSI'TIES AND TRAD]ì ASSOCI.'\TIONS

FOR MINORITYAND \MOMEN I]USTNASS OWNERS AND ENTRNPRENEUITS;

2B

2

30

31
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SENA'I]E BILL 11"97

t (rÐ DlssuvllmarÏNG INFORMATTON ABOUT THl¡ I.ICANSING

? PRÕCNSS }'OR MADT.OAL OANNAFIS GßOÏI/EITS THRÕUGH MEDIA TITAT HAVIT BüßN

3 DETIIRMINED T.O REAçH LARGT] NUMBETTS OF I\{INORITY AND ]YVON{TN BUSINESS

4 OWNERSANDENTAETRENTURS;AND

u (r¡) CoLLneoRATING wrru THÊ GovnRtqon's OnFlcn oF

6 MINORTTV ANT¡RINS, TNADE ASSOCIATIONS FOR SMALL, MINORITY*OWNED, AND

7 WOM:EN-O\ryNED BUSINESSES, AND OrrHnR ENTITIES T0 DNSURE THAT OUTßEACH IS

8 APPIIOPRIATELYTA&GETED.

I 13-3303.

10 (a) The Commission consists of the fr¡llosline [f 0] 14 nrembers:

(l) The $ecretary of Health and Mental Hygiene, oï fhe Secretary''s

designee; landl

4

11

T2

1g t2> Own MnIVIBER R PRIISENTING A MIN0RITY BUSINESS

14 ENTIIRPßISN \YHO HAS NO RELATTONSHIP TO THE MEDICAI CANNABtrS TNDUSTNY'

15 APPCIINTED BV TTIE PRËSTÐENT OF THE SENAT.E;

16
L7

t8

19

20
21
qc)

23
24

2ö

26
Ðritt

2B

2l)

30
31

(3) ONE MnMBna nEPaESENTING A MINORITY BUSINESS

ENTDRPRISE WT.IO IIAS NO RELATIONSHIP TO THIT MEDICAL CANNABIS INDUSTRY,

AFPOTNTED BY THE spn¿Xpn oF THE HOUSE; aUn

t(Z)l (4) The follorvin*e [ff] 11 mer¡rbers, appoinfed by the Governsli

(i) Two rnember:s of the public who su¡rptirü the use of cann¿tbis for

rnedical pur.pose,s ancl who. åïe oï tvere patients rvho found relief froln the use c¡f medicaT

cannabis;

(iÐ One me¡nber of the lrublic designaNetl b)' the Maryland Chapter

of the National Council on AlcoÌ'rolism ancl l)rug l)ependence;

(iiÐ Tliree lrhysicians licenseci in the State ;

(iv) One nur:se lieensed ir"r the Stnte rvho has ex¡rer:ience in hospice

care, ¡ot¡inated by a State research institrrtion or trade associatiort;

(v) One phannacist licensed in the Stnte, uominatecl lly a State

le se atch ir-rstitu tj on or tr¿lde ¿rssociatio n ;

(vi) One scientist who hns ex¡;eyience ìn lþe science of canuabis,

norni¡ratecl by a State tesearçh institution;
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SENATIT BILL 1I,97

[(vii) onc rcpresenbabive of the Maryland state's Attorncys'

Assooiation;

,3 (viii) One representative of law enf'orcement;

+ (ix) An aLtorney who ìs knowlcdgeable abc¡ut mcdic¿rl cannabis laws

5 in uhe United States;l

6 [(x)l (Vlf) An inc{ivicttral with cxpetience in horticr.rlture,

'1 r'ecornïnended by the l)eparttnenL of Agriculturel ANÞ

i)

t
2

U

Ð

t0

[(xi)l (VUr) One r:epresentative c¡f the Universiry of l\{aÏyland

I{xtension[ and

(xii) One representative of the Office of the Compt'rollerl.

(l) (1) lThel SUBJucT rCI I'A.RAGR.4.FH (2) or THIS _SUBSECTION, 
THE

Commiìssion mâ]¡ **ptoy a staff; inciuding contraetual slaff, in accordance with the State

liuclge-t.

11
L2

13

14 (2) THn GOVERNOR SHALL APPOTNT AN E)ffCUTIVE DIRECTOR, oF

16 THþ COyMISSION, WITH THE AÐVLOE AÌqD CONSANT'OF TI{l} SENÄTA.

16 1S-ü30r,1.

t? (A) Tssnu rs a NATAT,TE M. LAP&ADn Mnnrc¡r, C¡Nr.lABrs Accnss FUND'

18: (B) THU DET'ÄRTI\4ENT SHALLAIIMINISTER THE FUND.

t9
20
2L
,9.

(c) Tnn punrosE ûF THE FUrqn rs To PRTVIDH ACCßSS lt'O MEDICAL

CANNABTs FoR TNDIvTDUALS ENIdoLLED IN THU MARYLAND M$DIüAL AsStSTn¡¡cn

lloco,"* oR IN THE VETlln¡\Ns Anml¡ustRATIoN MARTLAND Hn.t'LTH CARE

SYsrntu.

(D) (1) Tns Fut¡n rs A SPECIAL, NONLAPSING F'IIND THAT IS NOT

SUBJECT TO $ 7-302 OIr Tr{E sr¿ru FTNANCE AND PROCUREMENT AnttCln.

(2) THB srATlr TREASURER SITALL HOLD THn FUND SüPARATELY,

AND THN COUPTNOLLEIT SI"IALL ACCOUNT I¡OR THE FUNP,

oe

?.4,

27 (3) Tnu FuND SHALL BE rNVBS'rnD ,tND REINVASTII]II IN THE SAA{E

2¡] 1VIANNT4II AS OTHI¡R STNTU IIUNDS, ¡\ND ANY INVL¡:STMENT EARNINGS SHALL BE

29 NETAINAD TO THE CRADIT OT'TI{E FU¡¡TT.

25
26
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SENÀI''E ßILL 1,197

1 (4) THU FU¡ID SHALT BE SUBJECT TO AN AUDIT BY THE onn'lcLl ol¡
g LEGISLA'rrvr Aunrrs AS pItOI¡tDaD rìCIn rN $ 2-1220 OF THll St¡tn GouInNMnI'Jr
B Antlct g,

4 (5) TnA COn{FTnOLTER SHALL PAY OUr MONAY FROM rutn Fu¡¡u ¡s
5 DIRECTED tsY'THN DEPATITMANT.

6 (a) THE FUND coNSlsrs CIF:

? (1) 17¿ On THn GROSS ANNUAL SALES Or ËACI{ MADICAL CANNABIS

8 GRo\¡I/DR, PIIoCDSSoR, ANT} DISPqNSATì.Y LI.OENSED BY THE CÕ.I\{MISSION UNDEII

9 THIS SUBTITLE;

L0

11 FUNU;
(2) ANY ¡¿ONEY AP,PRoPRIATED IN THE S'ratn BUDGpT To THII

ü

T2

13

14

15

(3) A¡ry orulErl rvIoNEy FROM ANv OTHER SOURCß ACCEPTßD FOR

THE BENJIFIT OIf THE FUND, IN ACCORDANCE WITH ANY CONDITIONS ADOF'TED BY

rrm ConnMIssIoN T'on THE AccEPTANCß OF DONATIONS ÖIÌ GTFI.S TO THE FUIVU;

AND

16

L7 SUB'I'TTLE-

(4) ANV FSES C9LLpOTEÐ BY THE Con¿rnnssrox UNEETT ITIIS

t8

19

2C)

(F) No p¿nr oF THE Fuwn MAY Rllvrrlr oR BE cREDITED Tol

(1) THn Guuunar, Futto or rHE StRrn; on

(2) Aruv omtnn sPEcIAL FUND 01" TIIE Srarn.

2t (G) EXpniqnruuRns FRÕM rlln Funn MAY BE MADII ONLY IN ACCTRDANCE

zz vyrrH tttn Statn BUDcET.

2g (n) (1) Tgr DnpARTMEN'I" IN CONSUL'IATION WITI{ TI{n COMMISSION,

2I! SI"IAI,L ESTABLISH A PROGRAM TO ALLOWELIGIBLII INDIVIDUAi,S NNROLLED IN THg

25 MARyl,Rnn Mr:ntCAr, ASSTS'IA¡qCr PnOCn¿U OR IN THß Vntnnru'lS
26 Annnn¡lstnATlcN MeRvlaNn Hn¿lrH C¡nll SvsrgM to:

27 (I) Ogt¿l¡{ MBDICAL CANNAßIS trROM A 1 ICENSED

?8 DISPENSARY À-l NO COST OII A ßITDUCED COST; AND
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I (rI) REIMBUßSE Â LICENSED DISPENSARY IIOH TlIn COST oll
2 TI{E MEDICA], CANNABIS DISPENSED TO AN IILIGIBLN INDIV]DUAL UNDIJR THE

3 PNOGT{AM I¡ROM THI} FUND.

(2) T¡¡n DnTARTVIENT sI{ALL ADOPI'AAGULATIONS To IMPL¡IMDNT

THIS SUBSECI'ION.

6 13-330ö.1.

? (A) IN IFIIS SECTION, "OWNDR" TNCLUDES AhrY TYPE OF OWNIIR OR

8 EENEË'ITIARY OF A BUSI}IESS ENTITY, INCT,UDING AN OIIFICER, A DIRITÇTOR' A

9 PRINCIPAL EMPLOYEË, A PAATNER, AN INVESTOR' A STOCKHOLDAR, OR A
10 3ENEFICIAL OWNER OF I'HE BUSIÞ{ESF ENTITY AND, NOTWITHSTANDING 

^NY 
oTI-IAR

1I PROVISION OF TI.IIS SUBTITLE, A PEIISON I{AVING ANY O\Ã/NERSHIP INTEREST

12 REGARDLESS OF THE PERCENTAGE OF OWNERSHIP INTEREST.

I

4
5

13

14
15

16

(s) A MEil{BER oF TäE Sn¡¡¿rn oF MARYL.aND oR TUI¡ Housl: oF
DUI,SCRTITS MAY NOT BE AN OWNER OR AN EMPLOYEIT OF ÀNY I]USINESS ENTITY

THAT HOTDS A MEDICAL CANNABIS GROWER LICENSA, DISI'ENSARY I,ICENSN' OR

PRqCESSOR I,IüENSE,

1g*9309.

(a) (1) llhe Colnmission shall license rnedical cannabis grov/ers that mcet all
requirements,estah-lished by the Coryrmissio¡ tq operate in the State to provide cannabis to¡

(Ð Procossors licensed by the conrmission uncler this subtitle;

(iì) Dispensaries lir:ensed by the commission ulder this subtitle;

,(iii) Qualifying patients and caregivers; and

(lv) Indepenrlent testing lal¡oratories registered with the
Cornmission uncler lhis subtitle,

(?,) (Ð [Excepr] suB.rncr ro SUIIPAIIAGRAPH (ttt) OF THIS
pAttAGßApH AND EXCEPT a,s pr:ovidecl in subparagraph [(ii)l (lv) o1'this palagraph, bhe

Commission må)¡ llicensel AIVARI] no [more] LIISS t,han 15 AND N() MOIIE THAN 20

LIOENSES TO meclical cannabis growers.

(U) I¡q ¡rnp¡rroN rO THn 15 APPLICANTS çIìANTIID STÂÕA ONI1

PREÀPPROVAI, Foß A MEDICÀI, CANNABIS GROWER LICI'NST' I}Y THE COVTMISSTO¡¡

rN AUGUST 2016, THE COMMISSION SHALL AWAnD UP TO TIIßEA LICENS¡]S TO

AI,I}LTCANTS THAT:

20

21

22

1?

i8
19

nlìlrù

24

25

?6
27
28

2.9

30
BI
32
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1 1". MNNT THE STANDAIIDS FOR iI MF]DICA¡, CANNABIS

2, GROIVER ESTABI,ISHED UNDIIIi TI{IS SECTION; AND

3 2. IF A SCORING SYSTT]M IS USED TO EVALUATü

4 APPLICANTS FÛR ]ITEDICAL CANNABIS GIIOWIIRS, QUALIFY AS MINORITY BUSINESS

5 ENTEapnIsüs PI]NDING THE oUTcoME OIi A DISPARITY $TUÐY TON AT LEAST 6% O'T

6 TnESCOßE.

? (In) on,rrlr: 20 TOrAL LTCENSHS THA'f M¿\YBE AWARDED UNDIIIì
g suBpARÁ,GRApHS'(l) e¡ln (Ir) oF THrS PA,RAGRAPH, THE. TOTAL NUI{ßßB or

LTÇENsES Al,vAaDEn sHALL DmCR!]ASU BY THß NUMBEB. OF STECP ONN

1CI pßEApFIrovAL LrcENsEns rHAt Do Nor MEar tsn ConcMIssIoN?s REQUIREMENTS

11 Foa FINAL ApFRovAL oN ort BEFTRE Aucust L5,20'L7,

lA t(iÐl (ry) 1. lBesinnins] Suß.lnCt To SU$SUBPARAGßAI'H 2

1.3 OF tHIS $LTBPARAGRAFH, BEGINNII'{G June 1, [2018] 202t, the Conrmissi.on rtray,issue

t4 the, lrumber of licenses neressäry to meet the dernand fbr nredical cannal¡is by quali{:ting

i5 ,J"iirntg ana .n**girrers issued identification oards under thìs subtitle in an aff'ordable,

16 accessible, secure, and efficient manner.

17 2. oN OR BETORE DnCpnnsgß 1, 2020, THE

18 Co¡nnntSSrON SHALL ç9NDUCT A STUDY To DETERMINE THE DFMAN,D rroß MEDICAL

19 OANNASIS BY QUALIFYING PATIENTS IN THE SI¡TN.

20 3, TUN COiVTWTTSSÎON MAY ISSUN ADDTTIONAL MNDICAI

21. CANNAFIS GßÕI\¡VAR TICENSIIS UNDER SUBSUBPARAGRA]}FI 1. OT' THIS

22 SUBPARAGNAPI{ ONLY IF THE GSNTNEL A*SSNNTBT,Y ADOPTS LEGISLATION

23 INCREASINß THp NUMBEA OF LICENSES BÀSßD ON,}HE AESULTS OI.. THD STUDY

24 CONDUCTßD UNDER SUBSUBPARAGNAPH U OF TI{TS SUBPARAGRAPH.

g5 t(iiÐl (V) The Comrriis-sion shall establish an applícation review

26. proce-s6 for granting meclical cannabis gïower licenses in which applications are reviewed,

21 evaluatecì, and ranked b¿rsed on cril,eria establisherl by tl're Co¡nrnission,

ZB (iv) (VI) The Commissíon rnay not issue more than one medir:al

29 cilnnåbis grc,rv€r liceuse to each applicant'

g0 (v) (Wl) A grorver shall pay an applicat;ion fee in au amortnt to be

B1 determineil by the commission consistent rvjth this subtitle.

gZ (B) The Commissiol-r sh¿rll set stanclards f'or licensure as a mcclical cannabis

il3 growet lo ensure public safety and sat'e åccess to mectical cannabis, r.vhich may iuclude a
il4 r'erluirentetrt fior the posting of security.

I

35 (4) þlacir rneclic¿rl cannabis grower agetrt sh¿,rll:
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SENATN BII,I" 119?

1 (Ð Iìe registered rvith the Commission bef'ore the agent may

2 volunt€el oÍ work f'or a licensed gmrver; antl

S (it) Otitail a State ¿rnd nati.ona.l crimilal history recorcls check in
4 accordance wit,h S 13-331? of this subtitle'

5 (ó) (i) A licensed glower shall apply to the Commission for 
^

6 registratior. 
"n"d 

for each gïower agentiy submitting the name, adclress, and clate of birth

7 of the ngent'

g (ii) 1, Within 1 business day afïer a grower agenL ceases to be

I associated with a glol¡'ierr the grower shall:

A. Notifu the Commissisn; and

B. E,oturn the growel' agent's registtatiorr card to the

I

10

LI
12 Commission.

l5
16

t7
1B

1Ð

20'

13

14

21
g.)

26
27
2B

23

2¿L

2rr't

2. on receipt of a notice described in sulisubparagraph 1À of

t'his subparagraph, the Comrnission shall:

A. Immediateþ revoke the registtation card of the grower

agent; arrd

B. If the }egistration card was not returnecl to t'he

Cornmiesion, r'rotify tho Depaltmenù sf State Police.

(iiÐ Tþe comrtrission rnay not registeï 11 person who has been

corrvieted of'a f'elony drug offense as a grower agent.

(6) (Ð A meclical cannabis grower lice¡rse is valid {br .1 year:s on inil,ial

licensur'e.

(ij) A medic¿rl ca¡rnabis gtower ljcense is validfor 2 ycars on renerval.

(?) An application to oper:ale ¿rs a mecücal cannabis grower lnay be

sulimittecl in ¡raper or electlonic form-

(S) (Ð 'lhe Conrrnission shall encourage liccnsing rnedical cannabis

growÊrs that gr:or,v strairrs of'cannabis, inelucling strains rvith high cannabidiol content,,

ivith denionstriat,ed success in alleviating s¡rmp¡oms of s¡:ecific discases or co¡rditions.

(ii) The Conlrrrission shall encourage licer-rsing medical c¿rnnabis

grÒwefs tìrat preparc mcclic¿ll c¿tnnabis in a rnrrg:e of r<lutes of aclnlirristration.

(9) (Ð The Commission sh¿lll:

2Ð
30

31

E 000824



.10 SIINATE BII,L 1I.9?

I 1. Activelv seek to achjeve lacial, elhnic, and geographic

2 diversity lvherr licensing n:edical cannabis grorvet:s; ancl

32,]t]ncourageapplicarltswlroquali$'âsalninoritybusirress
4 errterprise; as clefinecl in $ 14-301 of the State Finaucc aud ProcuretnentArticle'

b (ii) ISeginning Ju¡re l, 2016, â grower licensed uncler this subtitle to

G operat€ os â: medic¡L ounrruùi* gro-wer shall report annually to the Conrrnission on the

7 minority owtrcrs ancl etnploYees of bhe grower"

S (10) An entity seehing licensure as a meclic¿rl canlrabis groweï shall meet

I Iocal zotring and planning recluirements.

t0 StrCTION 2. AND Iltr IT FURI'HIJR lllNAcl'llÐ,'l'l:at':

11 (a) (1) On s:: befor.e Julir 1, 20L''t, the Natalie I\{. l,aPraclcr Maryland Medical

tZ Cannabis Com¡nissiorr shall gr'ant Stage One preapproval lbr n medieal cannabis grower

13 license to the two applicants fãy a medical cannabis.groweï licenee whosc npplications were

14 initiaily r¿rnhed in-the top t5 of all lnedic¿rl cannabìs gl'ower license applications by the

1b ßegiuoäl Ecopemic Stgdies Institute in Jr.rly 2016 but, dici not receive Stage One

l6 pre¿rpprov¿rl for a lice¡tse.

17 (Z) An applicant who is granted Stage One ¡:reapproval for a medical

1.8 cainnabis grower license uncler paragraplr (1) ttf this subsection shall ¡neet the requirernents

19 established by the Commissior-¡ for fînal appr:oval of a medical cannâbis growel'licenr¡e'

ZO (b) The Cornrnission may not reviow, evaluate, or r¿lnlç an applicatio-n for a

2l medical canna¡i.s grower license or awarcl any acldilional mcclical cannabis grovúel licenees

ZZ under g 13*8g06(á)CZltiil of the Health * General Arl,icle, as enacted by $ection 1 of this
23, Act, u¡ti} the disparity stçcly requirecl under Sccbion 4 of this AcL is completed.'

24 SEÕTION 3. AND Btr IT FURTHIIR ENACTIID,'I'hat:

Z5 (a) The terlns of tþe foliowing membcr:s of thc Natalie M. LaPu¡cle Maryland

26 Meclical Ca¡nabis com¡rissiolt Shall ex¡rirc on June 1,2017:

27 (1) the representative of the N{ar5'}¿¡1¿ State's Àttomeys' ¿\ssociation;

28 (2) the' repr:esent.ative of law enfbrcenrr:nt;

Zg (B) the attolney who is l(nowiedgeable aboul, rneclical cann¿rbis laws in l;ile
30 United Sl,atcs; ancl

81 (4) the repriesent¿ilive olithc Office of lire Cr-rurptroller.
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SENATE IìILL I.I,9? 11.

1 (b) The President of the Se¡rate and the Speaker of t;he House of Delegates shall

! each -appoint one member representing minority business enterprises that' have no

g relatíonship to the meùical cannabis industr5' in !01?, and the two appointed memlers

4 shall serve for a term of 4 years beginning July 1, 2017, until a successot'is appointed and

5 qualifies.

6
,l

,8
,9

10
11
1.2

r3
T4
1õ
16
L7
r8
19
20
27
22,
2B

SIICTTON 4, ANÐ Bü IT FUNTI{ER ITNACTED, That the CeTtifiCAtiON AgENCY, iN

cCIns.ultâtion with lhe Gener:al Assembl¡' arrd ùhe Office of tho Attorney Ge,nelal, sha1l

initiate a study of ùhe regulated medical cannabis industry ùo determine. wheûhet there is

evíde11ce to support racial preferences in tlr^e awa,rding o,f liceÐses or whether to provido

other assistance, tr¡ rninority and wolren applicants and busine$s ownef,s seelring to

participate in the modical can¡rabis industr¡l, Irr preparatigl f.or, the stutl¡ tlre Board of
þublic Worlrs rnay adopt r:egulations authorizing a unit of State governmenù to requiro

bid.ders and offerãrs ful submit inform.ation nscessery for the cond.uct of the' etudy. The

bqar¿ of Public Works may desig:nâte lhat ûettain information receivecl in accordance with
r€gulatiÕns *dopted under this section ehall be. confidentiali Nölwithstanding that certai¡r

inflrmatior. ,oåy be designated hy the Board of Public Ìfodre as eonfidential, the

Cortification Agåncy may provicte. the inform¿tion.to any persotl rlndel contract witl the

CertificationAãencytoassistìnconductingthe.study"Thestqdyaispstrallevaluaùe
fâcerneqtral prãgr.ams and. othel methods that can'be used to adclress the needs of minority

businesses. The hnal report on the study shall be submitted to the Legis}ative Policy

eommi-ttee of the Generai Assembly, in accordance with $. 2*1246 of"the S.tate Governnrent

Article, before Decembel: 7, 2017, so thnt the Gene.rai Assernbly nray review the reporl:

before the 2018 Session,

S]TCTION 5. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, ,Ihat this AcI, shall talle EffêCT JUNC

l,9.0 ?,

2,\
sb
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Marylând General AssernlilY

201? Sessioll

r{B 1443

þ'inancc

FTSCÂL AND ?OLICY NOI'F]
Third lleader - Revised

House Bill 1443 (Delegate,Glenrl, øt a/.)

Health ancl ûovcr:rment Operations

Natalie M. LaPrade Mcdical Cannabis Collrnlission Rcl'onll Act

This ernergency bill repeals an'd rççonstitutcs the metrrbership of the Natalie M. LaPrade

Moclical Carruabis Cor¡missiçn and rec¡uires extcnsivc outreach to cttcottrage industry

partioipation b srnall, mìnority, a¡ld wonrç{ busincss ownet:s. 'l he State}s "ce¡tification
äguncy'. (tlre Mar:ylancl Department of Transportalion (MDOT)) tnrtst cotldlìct a disparìty

studlr.Uy July 1, 20I?, irnplemçnt a nêw Small Meclical Cìannabis EnterprÌse Progtam, and

estaúlish ¡r process f'or certification by May 15, 20 I 7. "Ihe cap on medical cannabis grower

licçnsesincreåsesto20,anclprocessorlicenses¿trqcappedat20, BeginningApr,illl,20l7,
Stage One pre-âpprov¿ìl liccnses cannotbe issued until the disparþ silrcly is complele, 8nd

they must be íssued using fl rìew scoring proces$ thaX focuses on rncial, ethnic, and

geogrrrphie diversity. A. new special ftrnd providcs frcç or rliscounted medical caunabis to

sp*C¡tàO individuals. Thc bill establishes repolting requirements for lhe commission ancl

licensees, ancl it requires lhe cornrnission to adopt various itnplcurenting regulations.

Stnte Effect: Trans¡rortation T¡ust Funcl (TTIì) cxpendirures for MDOT inercase by

$51,300 in FY 2017 ancl aS rnuch as $ L2 million in F'Y 2018 to initiate rhe disparity stucly

and hit'e stâff' to irnplernent the new' progîâm. Gcneral ñtncl expenditures for the

Depaitrnent of Labor, Licensing, and Regulation (DI-,LR.) increasc by $23,40Ù in FY 20 I 7

and $138,900 in FY 2018 to subsirlize staff salar:íes. Slreeial fttnil ex¡:enditrtres for fhe

conmission irrçrease by $40,700 in FY 2017 atrd at least $227,300 in FY 2018 to hire

constrltants, pay salaries to the ner,v conrmissioners, ancl concluct outleach, Out-years

reflecl ongoilg costs. Special tund levenuss for thc courmission like Iy decrease,

F\'2017 FY 20i8 F'Y 2OI9 FY 2O?O FY

Sli llevcuue
G! Ex¡;enditure
SF Expenditure

(-)
$ t 38,900

$l,448,000

(")
$ r 47,ó00

$ 1,776,200

(-)
$ 15"5,300

$636,700

(-)
$ 163,600

$397,900
6INet 115

$23,400
$92,000

Note,O = decrease; Gf = Sf: ¡ntrcase; (-) = decrease
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tocnl Effcct: The bill is not expcctccl to natet:inlly affeot local operatiotts or finances.

Small Business Effcct: Meaninglul,

Annlysïs

Bill Summary:

Nqtalie M, LctPracle Medical Cant¡abis Conmtission'- Memliership" Salatìies, and DutÌes

Corumission membefship is reducecl fi'onr 16 to 9 nrelrrbels. The Seeretaíy of hle¿lth ¿nd

Mental Hygiene (or: clesignee) continues to serve on the comtnissiott; the other I tnembers

mu$t include:

ü 5 nrernbers appointecl by the Govef¡ror with thc ¿ldvice ¿nd consent of the Senate;

a t lter¡ber,ap-pohrtsd by the Governor ßotn a list of 3 ind,ividrtals t'€comntelìded by

the Prçsidcnt of thc Scnatc;

r I rts$tbel' appointecl by the Govemor frorn a list of 3 incliviclnals r"eoölrlineneled by
the Sþeaker ofthe l{ouse; and

r I melrber appointecl by the Govemor from either of the lists from the Fresident or

the Speaker"

The bill elilrinarcs all oun'cnt cornnrissio¡r membership positions (except for the Secretary

of Health and Mental Hygicnc), which. genetally termìnate when the bill t¿'kcs sffect.

Howevel the bill rnakcs arr exception for curfent menrbers whosc tsffis wôuld have

expired on Septenrber' 30, 2017, such that fheii totms now terminâtc on Jrure 1, 2017. In
aclclitior-r, to ensure a level of continuity, the Governol is ar¡thorized to reappoint a

com¡rission nlernber who was serving before enactr¡ent of the bill (but only in fìlïing the

fivc positions which require aclvice anrl consent of thc Senate)',

Thç $overnor may relrove a eomnrission member for jusl cause and tnust appoint an

exeoutive tlirector (with the advice and consenf of tlre Scnate). Except for ìhe Secretary of
Flealth ancl Merrtal Hygiene, a comruission urembçt is entitlccl to both lhe salary providcd

in the comnrissiou's buclgut and reinrbulsenreilt lbr re¿rsonable expenses, Salarics must be

paid once every two weeks.

T'he bill establishes new requirements for cor¡rmissi.on ncnrbers, An qtpointetl membcr of
the conrmission rnust (1) be at least ?5 yeals old; (2) havs residcd in Marylnncl for at loast

five yeals ancl l¡e ¿ cru'r'ent resìclcnt of the State; (3) be a qualifted votçr of thc Statc; ancl

(4) have substantial cxpericnce in s¡recified areas generally relaling to 1Ìrluciary

I"lB 1443/ Page 2
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responsibilitics or as an acaelomic.or prnfcssional in a fiekl r:elating to health, agrìcultrre,

law enfbrcelïent, ol' financc, A commission tnember lnây not (1) have any ftnaucial,

ownership, or manâgsnlent illterest, inclu<ling ownerslrip of any slocks, bonds, or othei:

sinrilar financial instl'urnents, in any rnedical calmabis liccnsee; (2) have an of{icial

relatiouship to a porson who liolds a rncdìcal cânnâbis license; (3) bc an elsotcd offlrcial of
State or loial governmen! (4) feceive of Share, ín the reccipts oÌ proceeds of any rnedioal

cagaSis ticensee; or (5) have a bcnefiiial intçrcst in any contract t'or the manufítchlrc of

salc of mcdical cannabis or the provision of ,any indcpendent tÕnsulting services itt

connection with any rnedical ca¡nabis licenss To theextent practi.cable, membership must

reflect the racial,. etlrhic, ancl gender diversity of the State, Mcrnbcrs must file linaricial

clisclosurc forms.

The comrnission nrust condrret ongoing, thorougir" and colrrptchensive outreâclr to small,

rurinority, and women buçiuess ownefs anrl entreprenôufS that_ma¡¡ ltave an inters¡t in

applyin[ for a meclical oamahis license, iucluding (t) clevcloping partuerships. with

riöcìfi.O e¡rities ancl,collatiorating.wittrr these partncrs to ensuro ontlçach is appropriately

drgcærl; (2) ostablislríng and,'conducting trairrillg progÍarns.fol cnployment in the medical
parurabis inclustry; and (3) clissenrinating infor:nration abottt the licensing process tluough

meclia {emonstratçd to reach large rrunrbcrs of minority and women business owners and

entrepreneurs. lfhe commiseíon nrust also partuer with thc Division of Workforce

Develop¡rent and Adult Leartjng (DWDAL) in DI,LR to iclcntify employniertt

oppordnities within thc mcdical cannabis industiy for: job seskers, clislocated workers, anil

ex"offcnder,s.

The cor¡mission may make grants to appropriate cducational and bttsiuess iler¡cloprient

organizations to train aucl assist small, minority, and wonren bmilress ciwne$ aûd

entreprsneurs seeking to become lieenseel,

The aun¡al ïeport to ilre Covcr¡ror ancl'Ceneral ,A,sscn:bly (<1ue liy January l of each year)

is expancled to incluctc minorîty atrcl busirress oryners who are lioensed by tlrc cornûrission

ancl the rec¡qifecl outrcaçh conclucled by the cornmission. tn adclitioll, the cunent reporting

requirement on physicians ceftìfietl by the comrlission is rnoclificcl to lçflect providers

ce.rlifìecl by the conlmission (whcn Chaptcr' 474 o,f 2016, which broat.lcns the type s of health

care providers rvho rnay qualify patients as eligible for meeJical cannabis, takes effcct *
June 1, 2017).

Nstnlie M. Lal?rarJe Nlerlicat Ct*tnabis Campatsiottctle {Jse Fun¡l

'I'he bill cstablishes ths Natalie M. La?rade Mcriical Cartuabis Compassìonate Use Funcl, a

special norrlapsing fuucl that is adrninistue<l by ths Departrnqìt of'Flcalth ancl lvlsntal

iiygie¡e (DHIviH), Thc funct is subject to audit try the OlTcc of l-cgislative Auclits. Thc

p',irpo** of tho funcl ìs to establisir a prograül to allow eligible inclividuals enrollecl i:r

HB 1443/ Pagr 3
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Medicaid or: in the Veterans Admi¡:istration Marylancl Health Cale Systom to obtain

rnedÌcal callnabis frour a licensecl clispcnsary f¡:ee of charge or al a. reduced cost,

Accordingly, the,funcl is used to reimburse a licensed dispensar¡' for the cost of'the lrtedical

camrabis clispensed to an eligible individual. DHMH must adopt implernenting reglrlations

f'or this progratn and the fi.rncl.

By Decenrber l,ZA77, the commission, in consultation with DHMll,llltlsf teport to the

General Assenibly,on (t ) tire revenues nccessâry to itn¡lement the pr:ogram; (8 the.amouttt

of fees. nnd which licensees should be ¿sssssecl those fees to gcner'ate suf{icient rov$trr¡esi

and (3) the use of any otlrer funding mcchanism to implelnent thc program.

Disparifit Sndy

Uncoclífîccl language requires MÐOT (as the certiiieation agon.cy), in consultation with the

Cencral Assembly'ancl tlie Office of tlre Attamey Getreral, to initiate â stutly ofthe medical

cannau'is indristry ând maîkct lo evaluate whcther there. is o cotnpellÍng intelest to apply

tlte State Minority Busiuess Entotpfise (MBA} Program, or a simìlnr program, to assist

minoritics and rvo¡nen in the uredioal cannabis indusfi'¡r, and wbefher thal program would
comply with federal and State law, The study must also evaluatc mcs-'neutrnl prograins or

otliei r¡ethods: Ìhat ruay be usecl to address fhe needs of minority ancl wouren nppliea$s

ancl minority and wsmàn-owned busiresses seeking to patticipate in the- rnedical cannabis

indusiry; MDOT inust rsport on the findings of the sflrdy to the commissi'bn and tlre

Legislative Policy Conurittee by July 1,201^7.

In coirsúltation With thc Office of thc Attorney General, tlte commission must submit

e$eïgçnçy r,ogulations to implernent rernedial mea$uTes basccl o¡ thc frirdings of the

clisparirl' etqdy.

Small Medical Ca¡tnal)is Busines,v Enlerprise Pragrant

The bjll est¿ùlishes a Sl¡all X4eclical Ciannabis Business Enterprisc Progrant in MDOT' (as

the certiÍiaation agency). The progrfl.m must certify a busiiless entity as a small r¡eclical

can¡rabis enterprise if the business entity mse ts one of two sets of conditions. Accorclingly,
the btrsiness entit¡r must eithel

. b9 at least 5l% ownecl by one or morc indivitluals who have a personal net worth

that does not exceecl thc linrits on pcrsonal ¡ret wotth ¡rrescribed by the existing MBE
program and neet the srnall busincss size standarcls fbr thc fufBE program or tlte

Srnall Business Rescrve (SBR) Program; or
e be a certillecl MBE tuicle¡ the existing program.

Hl3 1443/ I'¡age 4
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IÌy lr,{ay 15,201?, the ceÍil'rcation agency must establislt a process fçr rcvielvirig ancl

evaluating ap¡rlicants seekirig certiflcation Lmdm the new plogräm' The proccss ntust

inclucle provisions fur a special unit witllin tlic certiflcation agency to expeclite

cefüfications tluring the initial 180 days of the program. Adclitionalþ, the certification

agency rnust rnor.lily the cun'ent MBE dircctory to include sntall rnedical cannabis business

"nte,p¡ises 
cçrtifîed uncler the new p¡'ograln, A small medi.cal cannabis business ê$erpriso

certified gndçr the new progÌatn trrr.tst submit an annual affidavit to the ceÉiflcation agcncy

as well as i¡ny other infarmation roqnired to detern'rine lvhether the business entity

continues to sntisfy the eligibility reqrtir:ements for certifieation.

Ltszønae of tklrtitìonat lvledical Cannubís Gröfi,el, Dìs¡tensøry, artd Proces,çor Licenses

an d Repo rt i n g Requ ire nrcrt ls

Begirming April ll,20l?, the sonrnission geuerally may not lward any adclitional

Staþe One prô-rpplovals for growe¡:, rlispensarT, or processor licenses unless (l) the

requir:ed clis¡rarity stridy is complctcd ancl (?) the critcria for the alartl oil $tagc Onc

pte-apptovui inclu¡le any nËüessary renredial nìea$trïe$ that are tailsred to address.the

finrlings of the clispar:ity stucly. The conrmission is likewise prohibited û:öm revielvjng,

evaluating, or ranking an applieation for a liccnse.

However, uncocJi,tìecl language establishes tlrat, followilrg the completìonof the rlisparity

shrdy arrd adoption of'arry regulations necessary to implement tlre findings of tl.restudy, tlre

cominission nr¡r.tÍ r¡ccept new npplications for licensure (itr ,addition to those aheady

r:eceived). Tþs col¡missinn has to then rosume reviewixg, evaluating, aud ranking

applieatí'ons for licensure - in accordancc with an evaluation systetn based on the.findings

of tire sturly - and awarcling licenscs as àuthofized uurler the bill. The c.ol¡mission must

per:mit aperson who previously ap¡rlied for licensure to amencl and.resutr¡nitthe application

àr to wiitrclraw that application entirely. The initial application fcc may be wajvcd for a

person who previously applicd, but tlie commission r:ray charge n rcaso¡rable fee for the

submission of ¿rn amendecl applicatiort.

When ranking applications fol licensure, the cotnmission rrust estahlish atl evaluation

proference, rvofih at leâst 10% of the total available cvaluation points, fot certified small

meclical camrabis business cnterprises, The commission mtlst use this evaluation

pr:eference for e ach cycle of solicit¿ttion ancl rcview of applications it conducts,

To tlle extent pcrrnittcd by fecleral ¿¡ncl State law, the comrïission tïtust activcly seek to

achieve racial, ethnic, anri geographic diversity rvhsn licensing growers, dispensru:ieso and

pïocessors, 'Ihe com¡nissiorr ¡lust also encoulage applicants who are small, minot'ity, or

iuu*.n-u*ncc1 business cntities to apply lbr ccltification under the Snrall Medical

Canll¿bis llusiness Hntelprise Progratrr.
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Grçwer,s: Thc bill increascs lhe current cap on grc)lver licenses that rrray be issuccl ft:otl
I 5 to ?0 gro!r'çrs. Il'an applicant awalded Stage One prc-approval lor a grolvçr licetse in

August 2016 fails to satisfy the requircments for licensuun due to a lack of goocl thith effort

by tlre applicant to boconre o¡:erational by August 15,201'7, the çommissiou must rcscintl

tJrat applicant's Stage One ¡lfe-approval, Should this happeir, the cap on the total nntnber

of growcr licsnses the comrnìssion n:ay award deereases by thc santc nullbcr of Stage Onc

pre-appt.ovols fol licensrue that arc rescinded, T'hs bill repeals languagc authorizing thc

commission to issue adclitional licensçs ås ilcccssary to trieet demancl beginning

June 1, 2018, Irrstcacl, the comlnission nrnst concluct a study to clctcrmine the clcmancl for
medical cannabis by qualifying paticnts in the Statc ând report to Ihe Ceneral Assernbly by

Decemirçr l, 2020. 
-R,:coliitlgiy, 

ony incrcasc in the ntturbet' of grotvcrs rcclttircs lcgíslativc

ítetion, 'l'he bill increases tltç term of rsnnwal growel: licenses frotn fwo to fottr years.

Dispen.rctries: Although the bill estalilishss that, begintring Aplil 1 l, 2017, thc cotnmissiott

nray not award additional Stagc One prc-approval,c lbr a dis¡:ensary licensc until spccihetl

actions are tüken, ¿rs discusserl above, the bill crCatcs ¿r11 cxccptioil for an applicant licensecl

âs a g!:o\À/er. Specifically; the commission (l) must grârit Stags One pre'approval fbr a

rlispcnsary license to an ngtlicant that is a licensecl ¡nsclìcäl cannabis groweÍ ancl (2) may

glant liural âpproval if the applicant mects cornmission requiletncnts.

Prscessors; ifhçbill establishcs acap of 20 on the mtmbcr of processor license$ tltat may

be íssued. However, beginning Jurrc I ,2019, the courmissiou tnay inçrease the nutnbcr of
prooËssol licenses in orclcr to n"roet clenrand Íbr meclicnl oannabis by qualif¡ring patients and

earegivers issued. identifisation car:ils irr an afforelable, accessible, secure, snd efftcient

mantlet. Ther:e is Íto torre$po¡cling requiremsnt fol a demand stucly; instoad, if (and wiren)

thc commission iücroascs thc cap, it rnust rcporl to tho Ûeneral Asscrnbly on the rlew total

nunrber of procc,ssor licenses, The biil increases the ternl of'rcnewal proccssor licenses

fi'onr two to four years"

Reporring RecluiretnenÍs /'ar Liaensed Growcrs, Dispenxrrìes, uncl Prc.tcessors: tseginning

Junc I "2t17, anri annuallythcreafter', all licensees urust,reportto the cot¡rïission (l) tlte
numþcr of nrinoi:ity and rvornen owntrs of the liccuscc; (2) the owncrship interest of any

rlinority and wornen owners; and (3) tbe ntunber of minority ancl wotuelt employces of tltc

licensce,

Regi;;lrutirtn o.l'Grower, Di,s¡tensctr.T', ttrul Proçes";<tr Agettt,t vt'iÍlt tt Faltttt.v Dntg Convit:litttt

Ths bilt rnotlifiss the current prohibitiort again,st registering an i¡lclivìdutll collvictcd of a

fcloly rlrLrg offcnsc ¿ls a nrcdical cannabis gl'ower agent, dispensary âgsrt, or processor

agent. Insteatl, the commission mo1, rcgister an incliviclual ctxrvicted of a felorry dlug

oifen*" âs ¿ìn ngenl unle:;s (l) the indiviclual was convictecl of tltc ¡rffcnsc ur satisfactolily

conr¡lleted hjs or hcr senteuce (whichever w¿ts ïater') rvithin the setetl-ycar period
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imrnedíatcly prececling the date on which the indiviclual submitted an application or'(2) the

conrmission fincls a substanti¿ll reason to rleny the registration'

Prohihitians

An "gwnet'' is defined as any type ofiowncr or bensficiary of a business entity, inciuding

an offtcer, director, principrrl employec, partner, investoL, stocklrolder, or bcncftcial owne-r

of thcbusiness eirtity as well as a person having øn¡ownershi¡r interestregardless of the

percontage of ownership inlerest, A constitutional of'ficor or a Seçretary of a princi¡lal

{epartrnent of the Execntive Brauch ol Stats govcrntretlt may not (l) E ån owner ôr an

employee ofarry.lirrsiness cntity that hohis a rneclical cannabis liccnse or (2) liave an official

rclationship to n business entity thât.holds a nrcclical calmabis licen.se.

Current .Law/Backgroun d,:

Mary land's Me di cal C an nah i s P ro g,ru m

Chapter 403 of 201 3 establishecl, Chapters 240 ancl 256 of 2014 cxpandecl, and Chapter 25 I

of 2bt5, and Chapter 474 of 2016 further nrodiliecl the State's r¡edical cannabis program"

Tho Natêliç M, LaPracle Mcclical Cannabis Conrmission curenlly allows for the

lice¡siuc,Òf'groweisj procgssot's, anrl clispeitsarics and the regìstralion of their agents'

The progran also establishes a franrework to cerlify physicians, nualifyilg, patìents

(including vçtçr:alls), :ancl their caregivers to providc qualifying patients with medieal

cann-atis legally unrler State law via written certification. Êffcctive June 1,20l?, dentists,

podîatrists;-nu¡ss praetîtiouers, and nursc midwives are authorizecl to be "certifyirtg
pr.ovïders?j-,aloug Witli pltysîcians * uncler the meclical eannabis progriln. Specifrcally, a

qualifying patient who has been plovidcd with a witten csrtifìcatiqn'fiom an artthotizecl

ccrtifyingliealth care providel i¡l accorclancc with a bona frcle plovider-patient relationsllip

may obtain a 30-day supply of nroclical cannabis. Medical e annalris is deflincd in rregulation

as ány product ooniaining usable sannap-is or mcdical cannabis finishccl prorluct. A 3O.day

suppiy-is definecl âs !20 gl?tns of rtsable caunabis, unless a qrtalifying patient's certifying
physician determines thal this arnonnt is 'inadequatc to meet the medical npeds of the

poiient. Rcgulations estâblish posttraumati.c stress rlisorcler as onil of scvcral debilitating
rnedical conrlitions.

Stahrtc clictates that medical camrabis may only bt: obtained from n grower or dispensary

licensed by the commission ancl that thc commission rnay license no rìore than l5 gfowr:üi

initially. llowcver, beginning June [,2018, the colnmission mry issttc thc nunlber of
growe¡licenses necessary to mect clem¿rnd for nredical cannabis by qualifying patieuts and

ðaregivers in an afforclable, accessibl.c, sccurc, ancl efficient trrantter. Section l3-3306 ol'

the Flealth-Ceneral Article requiles tirc co¡nmissioll to "actively seek lo achieve rôcial,
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ctlrnic, ancl geograpþic cliver'sity rvhen licensing rnedioal cannabis growers" allcl to
o'encourage a¡rplicatrts who qualify as ¿rll N4lJIl'"

Thøïc is no establisheil limit on the nuntber of proeessof liceïrses in stattlte or rcgulation.

White there is no Qtatutory lirnit on the nunrbcr of dispensary licenses eilher, regtrlations

establisb a lirnit of 2 disponsary licenses per senrltofial dishict, nr t4r to 94 statcwi'ds (not

including dispensary licenses issued to licensed growcrs). Tltere is also no requirement fbr
the comlnistion to scek to achieve racial, ethnic' and geogr:aphic divçrsity when licer*ittg
meclical cannabis pt'ooessors, but there ìs such Ð statutory roquiremont for clispensaries.

There is no requirernent to ençourage applieants who qualify as an MBE for either

processoÍ or dispettsaly licensos,

"Ihe commission is authorizcd to set fees to cover its operating costsl these fccs wçrs

established by regulations promulgated in Septcnrbcr 2015, Growet application f,ess aÍe

paid in two stagcsl Stage One is 52,000; and Stage Two is $4,000, There is also att annttal'

iicem** fbe o,f $ 125,000- Dispensnry applieation fees ate alsp paid in two stages: Stage One

i's$I,000; ancl StageTwois$4,000, Thcreisalsoanannuallicensefeeof$40,000. An
inclividual rnay apply fol a grorver-rlisponsary license with the applicable fes sttr,¡ct.urs-

simply being a combination of gro**r and ,lirpensaty fees. The nurnber of grow_ers is still
capped at l5 even if some licenses are cpmbinecl grolver-dispens¿ry lic.enses, P¡:oçessor

application fees arc also paicl in two st¿rgssi Stagc Orre is $2,000; and Stage Two is $4,000.

There is'also an annual liccnse fþe of $40,000.

The con'lrnission openecl applications for growcr, processor, and tlispen.saiy licolses in
$eptember 2015,. The application fonns includod irrstructions and a elescription of the

scoring proccss fbr evaluating the applications. 'Ihç co¡nmission received 145 gr'ower

applioations; I 24 pr:occssor applications,, and I I I dispcr,rsary liccnse applications. Towson

Úniversìty's llegionalEcotlon.tic sttldicslnst¡tute (RE$I) was conrmissioned to reviclv llte

growsr and processor applications thlough a double-bliud revicw proçess in vvhich all

identif,ing inforrnation was redaotccl. The scot'ing systcm cqntained .rÌx tnain categories,

i¡cluriing atlclitional ftrctors, rvhich stated that, for scsring purposcs, tlre conrmission tnay

take into ,account thc geographic location of the gtowing operation to ensure thorc is

geoglaphic cliversity in the arryarrl of licenses. In August 20 16, the cornmíssion annor¡nccd

tt 
" 

îS groriloïs an¡ i S proocssors who \yere ¿r¡valclecl Stage One liccnse prc*approvals, 'l.he

evaluation procedgres to be used in the awatd of tlispensary licenses were adoptecl by thc

commission in Novcmber 2016. The conrmission announcerJ 102 dispensaries who were

awarded Stago One licensc pl'ç-approvals in Decernber 2016, This nunrbçr i¡rclrrded

l0 pre-approvals issue cl tu applicants wlto also t'eceivecl grower liccnsc prc-approvals. All
of thc Stage One prc-approvals awalcled in 201(r havc 365 clays frorn thc d¿rte of
pÍe-åpproval notification to conrplete ¡ll necessary stcps to ohtain final licensnrc. Should

¡in Au,ardee lhil tÕ do so, the çomnrission lnay not isstte a finai liccnse.
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Geographic diversity becar¡e an issuç wheu two compatries among the top t5 r'anked

gro1ieri did not rccéiuc pre-approv¿rl nfter bcing replaced by other cotnpanics in ordpr to

frovide geograplric representation thloughout the State, Atthoueh the aplications did not

ieqlire appficants to includc inforrrrafion rclatod to louation, in June 2016, tiie oornmission

s.rbseqgeìitly asked applicants for the locaticrns of their prospectivs operations' In

July Zö16, a-srrbconrmitlee of tho,commission unanirnously voted to luelinrina$ly approve

ttre top lÍ growers based on ILEfiI's seoiing, whioh clid not inclr¡de n oonsicleration,of

locatiån. Àfterwæcl, three nreübers of the subeolnmittce reveruecl lheir vote, which

resulted in two,lower-lanked firns being moved i¡to the top 15 gro\vers in o¡:rler to achisve

geographic diversity, The tivo conrpanies that wcrc initially incluclecl. in the.top. I 5 growers

but*iater removecl âre suiirg rhe commission, alairning thât the determination of lrow

geographic riiversity was to be considerecl was unclear to applìcants.

On October 28, 2016, DHMH pgbtished tegulations rwisitlg cxisting regulations

conceming the Natalie M. LAl.lradç Mcclicat Cannabis Comnrission" Among othcr

Brovisisnsl the rcgulations require tlrç oonrntission to pt'otuptly issuc a rcfuncl of the annual

ii".n** fee paid for a grower, processor, ¡:r: dispensar¡r liccnse in thc event that the

cr¡mmission does not issue. a license. Tlre period wiTlrin whioh thc Joint Comnritlee on

Admi¡istrative, Executivo, and Legíslative Review rnay review the,reguiations expiretl ou

Dccembcr 13, 2016, ancl ÐFlMl{ is fies to adopt the regillations, Horcver, to date, thc

rlepartnrent hås ¡1ot laken Jìnal action on thc rcgulations'

Mary I cnal' s ilúino r i tS¡ ß tt,t i n e,r s E n I a r p r i'r e P t'o gr a nt

The Statc':s MBE prograru requires that'a stalewide goal for MllE contract participatiou be

sstablished bierrnially through the regulatory prosesÊ uncler the Adlninistratíve Procedurc

Act. The biennial statewide ÌvlBE goal is established by the Special Socrekry for tbç

Govör¡of's Offrce of Minor,ity Affairs (GOMA), itr consultatior with thc Secretary of
'l'r.ansportation ançJ tþc Attorney Ceneral. Gcncrally, prior to each reautholization of the

State,.s MBE program, tlre State concluots a disparity sturly to determine whether thele is

continuecl evidence that MISEs ars ùndeitttilized in State contracting,

Thc mos1 recent clisparity stucly was pr¡blishect in Febrrtary ?0 I 7 turd scrves as the basis. fbf
the reantl:orization of the MBE program proposecl urcler Senatc Ïlill 4 of the 2017 session'

It fonnd, a1¡ong other things, that there are substantial and statisticnlly significant disparities

that are consisient with cliscrirnilratiou agaìr1st minoritics ancì nonnrinority wonlen itt St¿rts

procnrement, It also cstablishes that the MBE'ploglam is consistent with the stucly data ancl

is namowly tailored to the courpelling irrterests of the State.
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An MBE ís a legal entity, otlier tlian a joint ventute, that is:

r oigaiiized tg engage iu commercialtransactions;
r af leàst 51% owned and controlled by one or morc inclividnals who are socially ancl

cconomically disadvantâgod; ancl

| $tanãgecl by; and thc dnily business operations of whicli arc controlled by, one gt

nto.e ãf the socially âncl economioally disaclvantaged individuals who own it.

Marylønd|s Stnall Business Reserve Progrant

Clrapter 75 of 2004 established SBR and defined a small business as cither a cettificd

;ü;,ity;ued busiÌress or a bnsiness other than n lirokcr that is índependently owned and

operaftà, not a subsidiary of another firm, ancJ not clominant in its frckl of ,opefation, In

oOdttion. Chnpters 538 ao¿ S¡q of 2012 (as anrenrled by Chapter 76 of 201M) esJatlished

that, fo qnalif.y as a small businçss under SBll., a bttsiness mrist tncet 'e itlter pf the fotlou¡tng

criteria in its nrost rccently cornplctcd threc fiscal years:

. thð,firm did not employ more than 25 p-eo¡rle in its retail opcrations; 50 people in

either its wholesale or construction operatiorls; or 100 peoplc itr either its service,

rnannfnctttringi or ârthiteoturel and engineci:irlg opet'ation$ ; or
. avsrage gross sales clid not exccod $2,0. mllliorr for rnanu:faehrdng operqtiotls'

$3,0 *ilfl¡n for retail operations, $4.0 million for wllolesale, operations,

S4"5 nrillion for architeclural ancl epgineerìng servicesi $?.ü mïllion:for consttuction

operations, and $10,0 nlillion for service operätions.

Small b¡sinesses self-report tlreir smail business status by t'egistcring on eMarylantl

ftãuft*tpfuC., tb.e State'slonline pr'ocui'ement portal. Chapte-r I l9 of 2016 transfenod

r.rponriUiltty fora<lminister:ing SBR fiom the Departmenf of Cgneral Services to GOMA

and rep:ea'led- its tennin¿tion ilate, makitrg the progfanr permanent. Cl:trrently, alnrost

6,000 cerfificd srn¡¿ll brsinesses in Marylancl are cligible to paniÊipritÊ in SBR. Fiseal 2Û14

was thc first ycar since its ince¡rtion that the prograrn aplliçved its target of l0% ol'State

pïocuretrrçtt dollars being awardecl to certified small businesscs,

Statc Revenuesl

EJJ'ecl qf Caps ott Licenses Issuecl

'fhe bill increases the cap on the numtrer of'gtorvcr licenses the conrnrission may issue to

20, but no aclditional iicenses may be issued undl the rcquired disparity stucly is completed,

thc commissio¡r issues new regulalions altd itlplemcrtts any reine<1iol actions reqrtiled

bascci on the fìntlings of the stucly. and ner,v applicarions trre acce¡rted and scorecl undcr a
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¡tow Sooring process, Depending on whethcr avaitable data can be ttscd for thc clispaLity

sludy, the s*tùy will likely take betwecn 8 a:nd 24 t:ronths to cornplcte - despitc the bill's

r,ecluirenrent that stucly findiugs bc reporlecl by July 1 , 20Il (lcss than 3 tnontlls after this

bili takes effect). Ailer its cornpletion, the oo¡nmission must contract with an outsids

consnlta¡rt to reope¡t applications and issue the additiorral licenses according to the new

process and regrilatiorx. Given the tequiremeût to complete a disparity ftudyo ancl tlie

ämount of tiurc it took for thc commission to dcvelop and thert aclopt regulations and begin

to issue i¡itial licenses, the ¿dclitional licenses åre likcly rrot issued far at /easf another

6 rirorrths after the stud¡1 has beon conpleted. - For: cxanryli, aft31 e1t311iott of the

conrmission in 20 14, it took nrore than a year ,to finnlizc regtlations, hire tr{.E$l to protess

a¡rplications, fev-icw the results, and o"eghr issuing licenses,

Thus, jf ths cornrnission issqçs tlis additional fîve,grower.licenses authorieed under the bill,
thç ücenscs are tikely trot atrle to be awardcd urriil {lscal 2019 af thp qarlisst, anrt possibly

latcr. Under current law, the con¡missionwould bo able to issrte additional grower licenser

as required to nreet demand, bcginning June 1,2018; nncl thoró is no cap oR prons$sof

licenses. Given the pennanent.bufhigher cap ûn the nqnrbel' of grower liccuscs anrl tlie

netv cap or proccssof lise¡ses (that ma¡r 
'be lifted June l, 201 9), the bill likcly results in

for:egorie special fünd revcnue s as it either delaye. issuancç of new liccnseu ancllor ftulher

lillits the nrunber that may lie issned.

In acldition, the bill cstablishes tlrat the cãp on gr'ower licenses that rnay be swarded must

be ¿ecreasåd by the nurnber of Stagc One pre-approv¿tl licensçes, th¿t f¿ril to'satis.fy the

co¡nmission',s requiremcnts for final approval by August 15, ?017. To the extent that any

do not meet thoserequiremenls, the comrnissîon tuust rescind theii:Stage CI¡tó Pre-lrpproval
anrl camrot issue adclitional licenses as it would havc becn able to do rurder cuTrent law,

Tlius, special ft¡nd revenucs may clecreasc filrthcr,

Increused Term of Certain Licertses

The. Depañment of Lcgislativc Serviccs (DI.,S) notes that thc bill ,inøeases the ternr of a,

,",r"*ul grrlweï and processor license tì'om trvo tö four )leârs. Sineë the comnrission's

licens¡re fees (establishecl in regulation) arc annual, DLS assurnes that changing tlte tct'ms

o1'licensure has no cfIþct on the conrnrissiott's s¡recial fund revenues,

Cnpitalization af the Nc¿tulie M. LaPratle Medicctl Cannabis Compa.ssionate Use Fund

Ttre bill establishes thc new funql ancl reqnires DIJMI'I to establish a progranì, but it does

not dsfìnitively specify a dedicatecl funcling sÒltrce. Instead, the cotnmissiott, itt

eonsultatiol with DI-{MFI, nlst repod to the General Asscmlily by December l, 2017, on

tlre a¡ticipatecl amorurt of rcvenues nccess¿ìry to implemcnt the program. Ìhe'amount of
fees alrcl tire licerrsees on which they shtlulcl bc assessed to genemte suffioienl rovetttle, anrl
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the use of any other frurding mechanism to implement the program, Thtts, althougli the

ftlnd may be Lapitalized as õarly as fisoal20t8, the actual timing, sour:ce, àntl alnotlnt of
any capitalizaliou is unknown,

Stntc Erpenrlitures:

Disparit¡t Stttdy und'srnalt Medical Canna'l]ìs Businesx Ettlerprise Progratn

TTF expenrli[lres for MDCIT irìarease to conduct the required clisparity study' MD$I
advises that this ty¡e of shrdy is similar: to the dispar,ity study that it must corlplete

pJr,iodically for diå Statcrs MBE prugram; tlie stud¡r aualyzes the availability nnd

rutilizalion sf finns in Malyland's geograpltic and produot m¿rkets by analyzing data in

speoifiC:industry categorics, Eaoh indust¡y is cornposêd of spcci{ic industry classifications

¿etinecl by U,S, Ce¡sus Nortlr.American Industry C'lassificatíon Sysfcm (NAICS) codes.

Metlical cannabis is a neç industry to Malylnnd, so the most rÊctnt stttdy, publishecl in

Èebruary 2017, did not anåþe N,AICS rodes specific to tho inriustry. Flowever, MDOT

adviscs ihat cxisting codes này be able to be used to conrpletc the study, sinrilar to the

approach raken to evalu¿te the Off-shore''Wind ancl Video LotterylCasino indrrstries, lf
rurt un.approach is viable, expenclilures for MDOT increase by app-roximately $50,000,

likely in fiisal 2018, to hire a consultatrt to oonduct the arralysis. This plocÊss will take

apprôxilnatoly eightlrnonths: four rnontLls to procurc a contractor through the reqtrcst for

proBosal process'CIrd lour nronth¡ to complere the stucly,

However, if alr entir:ely new study rnust be eompleted, T,:fF expencliturcs for MDOT

incrcase by between $ t.i million and $2,0 million over fiscal 20 I I and ?019, as completion

of a new stucly wilï take up to two yoars, 'tjnder çither scenatio, the tequirement fhat

MDOT report ?o the Generâl Assernbly on;stucly findings by July 1,2017 , is not feasible;

The bill also requires MDO:I to (l) cstablish the Small Medical Cannabis Business

Enterprise Prograil; (2) establish,a process for revier,viug and cvaluating applica'nts seeking

certificatiorr under ths progrârn by May 15, 2017 (ìncluding provisiotrs for a special unit to

expedite certifications cluring the initial 18CI da.ys of the programf (3) collect annr¡nl

afficlavits antl any aclditional inforrnation to cletermine whethel certified business entities

conri¡uc to satisfy the eligibility rec¡uirentents; ancl (4) nrodify thc MBË clirectory. MDOT

can¡ot tbsorb these responsibilities rvith existhrg rcsources and ncccls tlilcc adclitional stafÏ
tnoreover, thc bill reqnires a special tulit to bc establishcd - at least for the fìrst six lnonths

of tl:e pr.ogr:am. 'lhus, T"fF expenditures i¡tcrsasc by $5 1,296'tnfìscal 2Û17, which as$tlmes

the eniployees are hirecl expeclitioLrsly {on May I, ?0l7) to atte mpt to nreet the t'eqrtirement

for. UnOt as thc certification agency to establish ¿ì process for reviewing and cvalttating

applicalts by May 15,2017. This çstimale reflects the cost of hiring one intakc offrcer and

rivo MIIE offlcer.s to implernent anrl maintain the Snrall Meclical Cannabis Bttsincss
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Enteryrise Program, If incl¡cles saìarics, fringe bcnefìts, one:til'ne st¿rrþup costs, aucl

ongoing opcrating experlscs.

FY 20t8

New Positions.
Salarìes and Fringe BenelÌts
Operating Expenses

totat ftf Expenrlitures for MBII Prograrn

Future year TTtr expenditrues refloct full salarics witli annual incrcases-atrd employee

hlrnovei and ongoing operating expcnseri, To tlre extent that the deinand fOr certification

uûder the Slnall Meclical Ca¡nabis Busjness Enterprisc Plograrn is less robust than

anticipated b14 MÞOT, lhese errrplolecs:ma] be able to bc redirectcd to other duties within

tlie Offîca of Minority Busi¡ress Bntetprise;

¿1dd i t io n a l. Adn ì¡t i s t r a î ive C o $ s .þr t h e C o mmí s si o tz

Spec.ial funel expenditnres increase f9r the coumissìon to pay salaries for the eight eligible

cou6rissio¡ rnemlisrs, Although the budgeted a¡nount aritìcìpatecl for this- purpose is

unknownr, the provisiorl. w¿ls rnodeled aftçr á similar provisíon for, lottery ancl gatling

cornrnissíone¡s;who are pairl $18,000 annually. Tlius, thc mctlical carutabis' comtrrissiorl

rag*t likoly pay eight of the con¡nissior¡ers at leasJ $ 18,00Û annually" Assumirlg,

eigtrri comrnissiónçrJ are ,in place 'by May I ,20'17 (inclrrding tlie currcnt somtnÌs$ione$

wäo holcl over rrntil Jrine I j, special fund cxpcnditrrres for the commission increase by

$24,000 in fîscal201? arid by $144,000 annually thereaftet'. Si¡ce the conrnri'ssioners are

nut'State ernployees, this cstir¡ate cloes not include any fringe or hc¿rlth ears berefits' Tlle

bill decreâses ilre commissio¡ mornbership by a net of seven nrembels' Thns, the

co1ltl11issioll rsalizos rninimal savings Ji'om a ¡cduction ilr reiû,tbulsenent and travel co¡ts

for rliese ser/en comff¡ission msrnbcr$, Any such impacl has not treen factorcd ìnto thís,

analysis,

The þill gener:ally prohibits the conrmission from awarding Stage One plþ-¿lppl'tv€ll for any

license (!r:ower, dispetrsar¡¡, or processor) until the ccrtificatìon {tgency conduc'ts a dis¡larity'

st¡dy a1ã¡he crjteria for awarcling strch ap¡rrov¿rl includes rcrncdial lnoästlles, as necess¿lry'

'lhni, special fund expenditures for the corntrissiou inmease by ol least $400,000 in tlle

fiscal yèar i1 wþich ths. commission issues any aclditional liceirses (likely not bel'ore

tiscal20lg) to hire a consultant to assist the commission itr ar¡¿arding adclitional licçnses

and establisþing a new lìcensing process. 'l'he ctltlurission based this estimate on the costs

to conciuet tlie lnitial scoring of growcr licenscs through RESI, DLS notes lhat the bill
requires the conrmission to alvard Stage One prc-approv¿ll I'or a dispensary license -to an

apþlicant fhat is a licensecl grower (allowing for a licensed grower-dispens¿ìry facility as

under curycnt law); any such awnrcls are clone outside of Ìhe nelv scoring prooÐss.
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Special funcl expenditures also inorease by nn estìmated $250,000 in tìscal 2A20 for llte

cånrrnission to hire a consultant to cotrcluct the lequired study to doterrnine tlle demarlcl for

nredjcal çannabis by qualifying patícnts by Decernber' 1,2AZA. Otherwise, thp eomurission

can ado¡rt rcgulatioirs'ancl srtbmit fepol-ts with existing budgeted res6urcts'

CosÍ,s to Conduct Required Out¡"each

, !l

DLLR aclviscs that cwrent staff fr:om D\MDAL catr partnet with thc corumission to identify

einploynrent opportunities within the mediçal cannabis industry for job.seckers, dislocated

wÕike;s, an¿ äi-offencters. Holever, since these employees are feclerally f,uncled, ald

DLLR Êanüot ¡sB federal funcls fbr activitics legarding rnçdical cannabis, genelal ftnds are

¡ceqled to çovcr the poltion of employecs' s-alaries for time spent firlfilling tho bill's
reguire¡rents. $inse thc bill cloøs not speeify a tinre limit, it is asstlmed that lhesc costs are

ongcilg. Thus, gcueral funcl expenditures lor DLLR Jnclease by $23,263 jn fiscaL 2017

(asiumirg the pirtnership begins May l, 2{1.1:7), by $138,884 in fîsc¿l 2018, and by a
minirnum of $147,615 annually thereafter.

Special f¡ncl expenditures for ths eomr¡issioþ increase, likel.y begirrning at the eud of
fücat 2017 t¡{ iontinli¡g into fiscal 201,8, to concluct the rcquirecl outrcach, including

(l) devçloping pa$nerships with tlre specìfied eutities; (2) establishing ancl r¡o'nduçting

tr:aining píngr"l"s tbr: enrploynreni in ths medical aaunaliis inclustry; and (3) disseririnating

informãtìon-requireci to rÁaci large nunrbels of rninsrity anrl wolrcn busincss ownçrs and,

sntrçprrneürs, The commission àstinraros that eost's to hire ¿l eonsultaltt to assist with the

rsquirsd Ç¡treâch are likcly around $100,000, baserl on surrelrt oosts to hirs adiversity
consultant and thc breaclth of thc recluirecl outreach. Thtts, s¡recial fund expendittrrcs fbr

the commissiorr to hi¡e thc consultant incrcase liy an cstitnated $16,667 in fiscal 2017 and

$83,333 in fiscal 2018. Sornc costs are likely maiutained in tu'e Öutrye?lrs, because the

ogtreach mçst be ongoing, trut it is unknown whetlier a consuhnnt is stíll nceded' To the

oxtent that the comÑssion chooses to issue grants to ap¡rropriatc eclucational ancl business

clevelopment organizations fnr training, ¿rs authorizecl under thc bill' spceial..fund

expeüditures further incrcasc. ÞIowcvet, the anroûnt and timing of such grant frrnding is

uuknown and has not been fhctored into this analysis.

,4clntínistration a./'îhe Nulalie IVI. LaPrade Medìcal Canncthi.t Compas,riortate Use Futtd

Corcurrent witlr program in:plementation, DIIMH ntay need additiortal stnff tr: reimburse

licensecl dispcnsaries for the cost of medical carurabis clispcrrsed to eligible indivicluals

n¡der ths prbglu,'u. Although there is no specific aufhorization to tlse sither the ner,v funci

or the exisrilrg fund for acinrinistrntivn costs, this analysis assumcs tlrat spccial lilnds li'orl
one of tlie i'Lrrrcls aïe usscl to covel any adtnitristrative costs fo¡: DFIVII{ relatccl to

administering the ncrv progrÍìr1l; othenvise, generat t'uncl suppoú js neecled' "fhe

Conrptroller's Offìcc can aclnrinjstcr the funcl, as ilirectecl by DLÍMI{, with cxistittg
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buclgeterl staff ancl reso.urces. The Office of Legislativc Autlits can conduct the rec¡uirerl

audit with exisTing buclgeted staff and losources,

Small ßusines¡ Effect: The bill requires the cormr:ission to conchtc.t extcnsive outreach

a¡d to provide sBecified âssistntlce to encourags srnall minority ând lvomen¡olvncd

bnsinesses to elito'f the rnedical eannabis indtrstry. This likety results in more srilall

businesses entering the ir:dustry than uncler cunent law.

At¡litional Commcnts: The bill cloes not rnaterially affcct the timcframe for rraking

medical cannabis available to qualifying paticnts in Maryland. Despite the comrnission

being i.econs.titrltöd, thìs,anatysis asru*ãi expedifious appointment of new members and

Hnriftd disnrption in the corrrnrission continuì1rg to irnplemont the Slate's rnedical cannabis

program. ni nve mflîheÍs, (as well as the executive clirector) of tlre çoûmissiou lnust be

ãppãlnt",t by thc Govs.rnor with the advice and conscnt of thc Senatc (which likel¡r occurs

afrcr the GeneÌal Assernbl,y has adjor¡rneel Sine Die), those appoirltees are assutned to $erve-

in an neling capaeity untílr:equiretl consent çan be sbftined, DLS aclvises, howover, that

.some disnçtio¡ is inevitable. Also, any rlelays in complcting the disparity shrdy flt{
establishin[ a process to leview ancl,evaluate applieants fqr ceftìfllcation as small meclieal

cannaþis búsin:oss entetpfises ds not affect Stage Ónc pre-approvâls for' licenses alreacly

awarcled; those busincss sntities mey llrocÊed to {ìnal licensurc'

Additional Informat[on

Prior Introrluctions: None.

Cross F,lIe; S8,999 (seuator Conway) - Judicial Prooeedings.

lnformation Sour:ce(s)l Offîce ofl the Atlorney General; Comptrollcr's Olfice;

Deparlnrent of Buclget and Managemenl; Department of blealth and Mental Flygriene;

Marylancl Departmãnt of Transpof;ation; Go.veüror's Ol'fiee of Minor:ity Affäitsl
Deparrrnent of Lalrot:, Licensing, iud Regulationl Comptrollel's Office; Boarcl of Public
Iilérks; Departnrent Legislaùive Serviees (CIffice of Legislative Audits); Departrnont ofl

Lcgislative Selices
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llevised - Amenclryrent(s) - April ó,2017

Analysis by: Ttathleen P, I(ennccly Direct Inqniries to:
(410) 946-55 l0
(30 r) 970-55 lo

llll 1443/l¡nge l5
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S'I}YI-I' OF MÄRYI,ANI)

MHMTH
Maryland Departtnent of Ilealth antl Mental }lygiene
'fhe Natslie lr4, Lnlr¿rde lvlnr¡tlnrxl Medicnl Cannabis Çotntnissiort

Larr¡t Hçg¡¡¡l, Gu'¡,cntor - Ba¡,tl K, Rutlrc('otd, Ll, (iot'elno¡- Dennis R, Scht'atlcr, Secre!ru'!

Mnrch 29,2A1"1

The lionorable'Ilto¡uas L4, M kldlet,¡n
Ctrairnmu
Sen¡1c l.'inallcç Conlrtíttee
3 lìast Millcr Senarc Of{ìce Rrrilding
Aturnpolis, Ml) 214û1

Rtx Lcltar uf Suppoft xlrh Åmeni!flenls,Sentttc ßì!t LJ97- Iuttltc lleçhh - Murylnnl ÌVledlctil Caunbl¡s
Cemulriítxt - llJ'eulserchlp, Llcenslng, flttil Sutliss

Dea¡'Chnirnrau Middleton lnd Conutrif lec Mcrnbet's:

The Nnrnlie M. LaPrarie Marylaml lvlcdical Csn¡rai:is Corrurrission (lvlMCC) suppotls tienate llíll I 197 altt'l olfers

the lollolving onlcutlllrçlrls l'ot the Conuniltesls corlsi{{et"tiot1 cluring its rlcliberations;

Sellatc tìill ll9? r'cpt'csclìts rt $trotrg' jltch¡sivû poJioy soluliot¡ tvltich, if crlaclc<1, rvotrlcl irrrplcnrent t thil'

Iegislalive con¡r:rorrri$c to issues rai.seci'rluriug.the 201? legislative sessiotr. SB I197 cleirrly deJirtes severnlrucc*

lrçytraT ¡rrçqsrrrès to bc usecl by lhe tvIMçC rvhert aotivoly scoking, {o the o-rtcnt pcrnlillc<l by $tats nn<l .iþrlcr'¿rl

lax,, taoiftl, etluric, and geoglrrplric cliversity whel licensing medicril s¿lirilålìis growelß, plocessol$, ancl

dis¡ten*arÌes, Adrtitionally, SB I 1,9? aclcis trva rc¡rre.sentatìvcs firlrt a Minurity Businoss Ente4ttisc (h4BE) to the

MMCC's meurlrclshi¡t arxl rtquircs the MMCC to sirougly c¡]gnge in oulreach to sntall, n:irtottty-tttvtte<f, ntt<l

1\'f¡1119rì"0w1)$ti littsi:lçsses,

Wl¡ilc tltc Tvllvttlc filrnly srçports ihe nclclition of trvo Ml3lì replrsetìt$tive$ to lhc Cot:rtttissioti, it rvoul<l nsk tltc

Con.rnriilce to consiçlcr, kcepitrg tho cur"l'cnt lequircnreuts for onc 1"t)l'esÊltlative of tlte ¡v¡¿¡ylând Statcls

Altolucys' Associatioll, olte representativc clf taw enfotccrncnt, atttl att attonrcy who is knorvlctlgeable

abor¡t lncdictl calrlabis larvs in thc United Statcs, 'lhc expertise lent to lhe Co¡nurissio¡rsrs by tltcse

thrce rirerlbcr's has provcll invaluable, and their reluoval wiìl dclay pfltiellt âccÊss. Shoulcl the:

Coninittee choose ta acccpt SB 1197's prr4rosccl l'emoval of thsse Comtnissiouers, it asks lhat llte
ef'fective rlote of this pr'ovision be atnencled to Sellterrtbet 30,201'7 '

'l'hc MMCC nl,ro bclicves that striking some of the conelitionnl tronrinating lauguage fi'otn l{G $13"'3303
coulrl scrvc a.s Ír stloug trtcc-11{:rltrrll llìerìsure nntl rvouìd result il: iltì ¡tppointed coullnissiotl tltnt lnol's

nccuratcly reflects llrc rncial, etltt:ic, atrtl gettclct'c'livclsity of f hc Stntc'

4201 I'allcrtarr r\t'erttte, lìaìtinror'e, À'lD 2l?1.5

C(Ìntact us nf : rlilurh,¡ncdi¡;:nlcnrrnrìlti.s@ntrt;'llttd,¿¡ov Tclc¡thonc: (4 l0) 7ó¡l-50.50

\\¡eb 5íte: ltlt¡r:/lntntcc. nrolylarrrl, gtrv/
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'l'h-e l{onornble llhot:a¡ M, Midcllêtq¡r
Pagc Two

l\rltlilionatly, the MlvfüC asks tltÐ Cöru:njttec to consiclct' rcquiring the Critrinal Juslìce jill'ounation Systenr
(CJI$) Centr:nf l{epository rvillrilr lhè Ðepñfime¡rt of frtblia Safety and Corrcctíortill Setvices (DPSCS) to pr:ovicle

a rsvi$ed cdminal lrisloly stnternent shoulcl arlclitional intrbrmation be lepor:tecl follo,rving thc. initíàl cr;itnilril
lriStoty regoïds 'clleok, Cur¡entlyi thc MMCC tnr¡çt rvait foï q licénsee to selJ',r'epolt a¡1 ¿rl:est <¡r convictiou tliat
occuls aftcr the clate of lícensur'e.

Lastly, thc MMCC nsks lhe Comnrlttea to acld stahrtory lanprnge t'clntsd to cliscj¡rlínnly actious llrc Conurission
nxigltt tâk€, ngairlst n licç¡$ee. rvllo falls,iulo tnx. aì'rÊ*rr rvillr the $lirle; lla'r n conula¡ry licensç stispencled orl

:r.evokÇd liy nnotirer: state; or rvjrr falsiÍies Íufortuatior plovidetl to tlte Commitrriioti, a lestitig labolatory, a

consunler, ot'to auy ofher lícensee,

Fer these ls6geÍ$¡ lhe Nntalie Nf, LaF¡nde Mnrylancl Mediçnl C¿imaliis Conrnrissíotr resl:ectfirlly rsqus.lis tlls
Cb¡lrnlftee arloþt,tìre ¡rrorpo$ed nniËru1¡lrçnts and grunt, senate Ilill t 197- ¡ favoralJlÞ as nmcndcrl report, .Shoultl
y,ou ltave any.queslionu or cùlrcenlsi p,lanse ieel- lì'ee lo cÕnffl(rf the Conrr¡íssinil,

Rçspectfid ly sùbrldtf cd,

Sarah lr4.,f,lott
Ililector of Govel'¡rnrsjlt Affnils,
Marylancl Meclical Caru¡al:is Co¡nmission
443-61S-2349
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Frsm ; Alfred F, Belcuore Imailto :Alf recl' Belcuore @ belcuorelaw,cornl

Sent: Friday, May 26, 2017 2:38 PM

To: Michael Berman <rnberman@rwllaw,com>

Subiect: Medical Cannabis Cases

Mike,

To confirrn what I just tCIld you in response tÕ yorJr rëquest, MCP is assimilating the decision in

the AMM fase and has not determined what, if any, action, it may take.

Al,Belcuor.e

Àllìrecl F, Jlelcurole" lJsq.

f-aw Ollices of Alfi'ed F, lSelcrtorc
888 Scvcntcenth sT¡'eet, N.W., Suitc 904

\Yaslr i nrgton. .D. cl. 20006
'I'e12U2.296,1322

F¿rx ?0?.fi44.5252
lj- rn a i I a I fied, be I c uo rç (Ð be I c u o rc I rtr,v, c olrr
.,vr.v w. b elc uro relaw, qo ¡lr

From : M l cha e l B erm a n [r¡¡jltg$Þcürnan(D f"wj J aw.ce¡n ]
Sent: Ë'r1day, April 14, 2017 4:34 PM

Tol Christopnei C. :*ffr¡es; Edward Weidenfeld; Heather B. Nelson (l-eatlæurel¡cnf@L¡ery-Leld.qçÐ; Louis P, Malick;

phitip M, Andrews; Robert D, McCray; Sheila R. Glbbs; Alfred F. Belcuore (aifiecl.belcrpr-e@helEualelð,slçql.n); Bruce L,

Marðus (Þnrarcr¡s(ôrnarçuSlp¡¡þ,cSlff); Gary R. Jones; Danielle Vranian; Sydney M, Patterson; Byron Warnken; John

Pica; Leah Barron; Brian Brown; 'Levy, Katherine'
Subjectr COSA appeals

Enclosed please find copies of re¡rly nrerrroranda

MICHAËL Þ. BERMAN

Rlfkln Weiner Livingston, LLC

2002 Clipper Park Road, Suite :108

L
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Baltimôre, MD 21211
Cell Phone: 410,206-5049
www.rwllaw,eo¡r!

R\ryLll n$ffiffi,.,ilrr

PITASE NOTE NËW EMAIL ADDRESS OF ntþei:nian@¡rwll¡W"!9I!L

clRcuLAR 230 NoTlcÊ; To ensl¡re,cÖmpliance with requirements imposed by the lR5 under circulat 239, rive'infof m you

thàt äny u,s, federal tâx ¡dv¡cê contained ih th¡s Êommunicatiorr (inclucling ãttachments), unless otherwise specifically

stated, was not intended or wrTtten to be nsed, and cannot,be used, fsr the purpose of {1) avoiding pe.lâlties untler,the

ln1ernal Revenue'code or (z) promoting, marketing ör recommending to anothei pårty any ma.iters.àdd.ressecl herein'

coNFlDËNTlALlw NOTICË: Thls comrnunicärion may contaln pr.ivileged or other confidential inforrnation, lf you are not

the intended reeipient, or believe \/ou have receiveçl this conmunicalion in error, pleasecl9 not print, ç0pY1 
'retransmil,

tJisseminate or otherwiçe use the information, Al:so, please i'ndicate, to the sender th¿ìty.ou lrave receivgd this nressage

in error and delete'the.'copyYou receive.d. Thänk you'

clRcuLAR 230 NoTlcE: To ensure compliance With requirements imposed by the IRS under circular 230, we inform you

that any U.S- federaltax adVice contaj;Êd in thii eommunication (including attaehments,)¡ unless. otherwise specifieallY

stated, was not intended or written t.o b.e, used, and cannot be used, for the. purpose o-f 1x.¡ avoiding penalties under the

Internal Bevenue code or {2,) prómotingr marketing or recommending to ansther party any'måtters ¡6¡¡s55efl þs¡ein,

coNFlDENTlAtlTy NOTICEI This cOmmunicãtioñ m,ay eontãin pr.ívJleged or othef confidential infofmation. lf you are not

the intended recipienq or believe you have received this communiËätion in effor, pìease do not pliint,,co-py,'retransmit,

dl$$êminatB or otherwise use the information, Also, please indicate to the señderlhat you have received this message'in'

error and delete the copl¿ Vou ieceived' thanlt you'

2
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GneooRy Hl-¡oH

Court of Special Appeals
Robert C. Murphy Courts af Appeal Building

,4nnapolil Mcl, ¿ uol - t øgg

(410) 260.r450

WASHINGTON ÂREA 1 -tt8-200.7444

No. 00040, Septernber Term, 201 7
CROSS APPEAL FILED
MULTIPLE APPEÀL FILED

CLERK

The Record in the captioned appeal was reeeived and dooketed on 0512512017,

The brief of the ÄPPELL^A,NT is to be fïled with thc office pf the Glerk on or before t7 10512017 
"

(Rule 8-502(aX1)).

The brief of the APPELLEE is to be fìled wíth the office of the Clçck on or before 30 days after
filing of appellant's brief (Rule S-502(aX2)).

This appeal has beçn set for argument before,this. Court ons of the followiñg days:
February 01, 02, 05, 06, 0?, 08, 09, 12, 2018,

IF, DUE TO A CURRENTLY SCHEDULED COURT APPEARANCE OR OTHER
EXTRAORDINARV CAUSE, YOU WILL EE UNABLE TO APPEAR ON ONE OR MORE OF
THESE DATES, YOU MUST TNFORM THE CLERK ÏVITHIN TEN DAYS AFTER THE DATE
OF THIS NOTICE. OTHERVI/ISE, THE DATE SELECTED FOR ARCUMENT WILL NOT BE
CHANüED.

Stipulations for extensions oftinre within whícll to file briefs will only be aceepted if the appellee's
briefwill be flled nt least 30 days, and any reply brief, at least l0 days, before thc scheduled
argument or submission on brief (Rule 8-502(b)),

NQTICE: Law firm name a¡rd nddress must be printed on brief and record sxtrast.

Jane Doe et al.
vs.

Altsrnativs Medicine Maryland LLC et:al,

IMFqRTANÎ
This is how the case must
be t¡üed on all brisfs,

Maryland Relay
1-80Þ.736.Ê258
TT¡/OIÒE

May 25,2017
Bervlce
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Âttornøys for Appellant:

Attorn-ey¡ for Appelleel

Circuit Çourt Casc #: 024C160058CI1R00

No. 00040, Septomber Tenn, 2017

MICHAET D, BERMAN, BSQUIRE
ALAN M. RIFKTN, ESQUIRE

ARNOLD M, IiVEINER, ESQUIRE

BRIAN E. FROSH, ESQUIRE
CARRIE J, WTLLIAMS, E,SQUIRE

BRIAN S. BRowN, ESQUIRE
GARY R. JÖNES, ESQUIRE
.FRU-CE t, MARCUS, ËSQUTRE

ROBERT D, MÇCRAY, ESQUIRE
HEA,THBR B. NELSON, ESQUIRE
SYDNEY M. PATTERSON, ESQUIRE
JOHN A. PICA IR, ESQUIRE
,DANIËttg M. V- .RÀNIAN, ESQUIRE
BY,&ON Ë',IVARN,KEN, ESQUIRF
BYRON L. WARNKBN, ESQUTRE

GRECORY HILTON

,þ*ilM
CLERKTF THE COURT
OF SPECTAL APPEALS

May 75,2017
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NOTICS TO AJ"L COIT¡ISEL

Your Name and Address and your law firm's rtâme, must be'printed on

your brief and record extract'

CO$üMÞRCIAI A}TD COMPTITER T'O$TîS

APPNOVEI} BY T}TE COURT OF SFECIAT.APPEALS CIF NIARTT'IJåT{D

ulI,DER IIIARY:ILAND nULE 8.112 {AS åIíIE$DED JA}rtÍåRY 1, AOl6l

The following fonts ä.re approved by tLre Court of Appeals for use in'briefs,

petitions fOr writ of cerliorari, qnd other på.per$ prepared by commercial printers

or cornputer prínters. This list is provided for your guidance -. these'fCInt$ äI.e

suggested, not mandatory. Be sure to read lvlaryland Rules 8-112 and S-50a{a}[8]

carefully for requirements as to type size, spacing, margins and the statement in

tire'bri:ef s$, tö the typeface' used,

Antique Õtive

Arial

Aríal Rounded

Book Antiqua

Bookman'Old StYte

---- Britañnic'

Cenfury Gothic

Century Schoolbook

QG Timcs

Courier

Courier New

Footligþt MT tight
Letter üothic

MS LineDraw

Times New Roman

Universal \

See a]so Ltttp : / / qtù:ourts, g o u/ cps:;lp n e al"s / rtHng briefs.htú
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AMENDMENTS îCI MARY.LAI-TD IIULES
Effective January 1, 2016

Rul€ 8*503

(d) Frincipal Brlefs of Parties...

Except as otherr¡¡ise provided in ðcction (e) of this Rule oi with permis$ion of
the Court, the principal brief of an appellant or appellee shall noL exceed 9;100
words in the Court of Special Appeals.'.

(g)'Certilïcation of Word Count.ând tompliance rvith Rule 8-112.

...4 Cenification of TVord. Count aad Compliance with Rule 8-I12 shaJl be
signed by the indir¡idual making the certification e.rrC shalt be substantially rn
the fó'llowjrrg formr.

CSK$FIÇATION OF 1]I/ORÞ Ë.TUNT AND COMPLIANCE
WITH RULE'8:IL2

1" This brieJcontains**tr¡Ords, exetuding tJre parts of tiie brief exempted

from the word, count by Rule 8-503'

2, This brief complies wittr the foht, spacifrg, and type siae requirerlreRts state

in Rule 8-112.

Signåture
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GRirsoaY I'luloN

CtËRF

Court af Speci;al Appeals

R:obert C, Murphy Cout'ts a,f Appeat ßuíldtng

Árumpolis, Md. ¿ t,to I -l 699

(410) 260.I450

WASHINGTON AÊEA 1.888.200.7444

No, 00042, Septsmber Term, 2017

MULTIPLE APPEAI.FTLþÞ

J¿no Doe et al.
V9.

GTI h4aryland LLC cral"

TMFÛAI4S.T
TI¡ls ls trors the anr€,mu$t

be titlsd on ¡ll briofs¡

Thç Reco¡d in ths oaptioned a¡rpeal Was received and docketed on 0511 ó1201 7.

The brief of the API¡ELLAN'I' is to be tìlcd with the office of the Clerk on or before 06126Ì2017.

(Ruie 8-502(aXl)),

The brief of thc APPELLEF, is to be filed with the ofhcs of thc Clerk on or bcfore 30 days aflor

filing of appçllantts hrief (Rule 8-502(aX2)).

This appeal has bsen set for argutrrrnt bel'ore this Court oüe 0f the:'foilowing daySl
Februnry 01,02,05,06,07, 08,09, 12, 2018.

IF, DUE TO A CURRENTLY SCHEDULED COURT APPEÁ.RANCE OR OTI{ER
EXTRAORDINARY CAUSE, YOU WILL BE UNABLE TO APPEAR CIN ONE OR MORE OF

THE$B DATES, YOU MUST INFORM THE CLERK WITIIIN TgN DAYS AFTER THE DATE
OF THÍS NOTICE. OTHßRWISE, T'HE DA TH. SBLBCTBD FOR ARCUMEN'I" WILL NOT EE
CHANCED.

Stipulatíons fol'extensions uf tirne witlrin whÍoh to file bricfs will only be accepted íf the appellee's

brrief will be fileti ¿rt leasl 30 days, ancl any reply trLief, at least l0 days, betiire the schÊduled

argunrcnt or subtuission on btief (Rule 8-502{b)),

NöTIüE: taw änr,¡ name and acldress nust be printed on briçJÌand record extract,

Maryland Flolay
1 "800-735"2258
TTfuOIOE

May 16,2017
Service
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Attorneys f'or Apllell ânt:

Attómcys for Appelleol

Circuit Court Case #: 024CI6005 134R00

No, 00042, Septembcr: Term, 2017

MICHABL D. BERMAN, ESQI]IRE
AI.AN M, RtFKtN, ESQUIRE
ARNOLD M. WETNER, ESQUIRE

PHILLIP M. ANDREWS, ESQUIRE
ALF'RED F, BEtCUCIRE, FSQUIRI'
LÀNNY J.'pAVIS, E$QUIRE
SHETLA R. CIBBS, ESQUIRE
CHR ISTOI'HE R, J E[.'}-III ES, ES QUIRE
GARY R. JONES, ESQUTRE

KÂTHËRINË [,EVY,,ËSQUIRB
LOUIS P, MALICK, ESQUIRE
BRUCE L, MARCUS, ESQUIRË
ROBURT D, MCCRAY, ESQUIRE
HBATHER B, NELSON, ESQUIRE
SYDNEY M. PATITERSON, ESQUIRE
JOHN PICA JR,ESQUIR'E
DANIELLE M, VRANIAN, BSQUIRE
BYRON WARNKEN, ESQUIRE
EDWARD WEIDEN,F ELp" B$QUJR Ë

GRE$OIIY HTL ON

ß./l^þ/*
CL,EITK ÐI?'TIIE COU R]'
OF SPECIÄL ÄPPAALS

May 16,2017
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(c{} Pflncipal Bríe,fs of Parties,".

Except qs otherwise provldod in,seetion (e) of this Rule or with perr-rrissïon of

the ioUrt- the princþal, br'ìefof an appeilant or appellee shall .trot. exceed 9,100
,î¡orde, rn tlle Court of Bp-ecíal Appeals.."

AIVTENDIVÍS$îS ?Õ MåRYLANT} RULPS
Fiffective JanuatY' L, 2476

Fule 8:SOã

{g} certification of word count ancl compliance with Rr-rle 8-1 12.

..,4 Gertification of Word Qounl arrcl Compliance with Rule B-112 shall be

signpd btrr the indiviclual'making the certiliçation and shall:tre substa-ntÌally in
the following form:

CERTIF"ICATTON OF WORD COUNT AND COMPLIANCE

W'Ïrtrl{ RtJT¿l{S'l 12

i " This,'brief, cpntgins;*-;wo¡:c1s, excli.reling thr-r pasts of the brief exençted

frorn the w-ord count by Rute 8'503.

2, This brief conoplíes wibh the font, spacing, q¡d type size requirements stâte

in Rule 8-11.2.

Signature
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$OTICA TO ALL COUNSEL

Yrrur Name ancl Address and y*:rrr law fir.rnrs naûtë¡ must be l:rintccl on
your brief anei recorcl extrâet.

COÍI{MERCIAL ANI) COMPUTER FONf$
ÁFFIIOVEÐ BY T1TE ÕÖURT CIF ÉFECIåL APFSÄLS OF MARYLAND
UNDER MARYLAIì{D RULE 8-1L2 {åË AIfiÞNÞED JANUJIRY 1, â016)

The following for:rts are apfil'ovecl by the Court of Appeals for use in briefs,

lretitiqns ftit: w:rit of certior¿rri, ancl other paÏletts prepareii by comr,rrercial priuter's

{lr co¡tl.prltef printers. This list is provided fbr yottr guiclarrce -- these lonts are

sugges[ed, not rnandâ.tory, 13e strre Lc¡ rèad l\4àrylancl Rul:es 8-I12 ancl ö-504'(a)(8)

cal:éfulþ for: requirernent$ a$ to type size, spacing, mAfgins a¡d the st4tenie¡rt in

the brief as to the bypel'ace usecl. l

rtntiqr-re CIlive

Arial

Arial,Rouneled

Boolr Antiqua

Bookrnan Olcl Slyìe

Eritannic

Century Gothic

Centr-ttlr Schoolbool¡

CG Tirnes

Courier
rCortrier Nçw

Footlighr MT tig&t
Letter Õothic

M$ LineDraw

Tinres Nelv Roman

Un^iversal

s e e also b$p il:n-dswß F. s e a lssÊßJ2Ëç çllÉ/"ßJtlsbriçÍåJlJriJ'
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AI,'T]IIIN I\"f lVI] M Ë,DTCTNË M ARYLAND,
LLC,

CTRCUIT COURT
Plaintif{

FOR BALTIMORE CTTY

v
Case No. 24-C-l 6.00580 I

NATALIE M. LAPRADË MARYLAND
MËDICAL CANNABIS C0MM'N., et ã1.,

Defendants,

LINE

Jane Doe, John.f)oe, Curio Wellness, LI-C, Doclor's Orcleis Maryland, LLC, Green Leaf

Mçclical, LLC, Kind Therapeutios, USA, LLC, SunMetl Growers, LLC, Maryland TVholes¿le

Medicai Cannabis Trade Association,'and thê, Coalition tbr Patient Medicinal Aocess, LLC

(o'Movants"), by the undersigned counsel, enclose for filing,

1" Ë4úail chain dated MaY 3 L,2017;

2. Affidavits to (Exhibit A;26-A,5,1) to supplernent Exhibit A to Movanfs' May 3A1h,2017

filing.t

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED,

.A,rnold M. Weiner"
Michael D. Berman
RIFKIN WEINER LIVINGSTON, LLC
2002 Clipper Fark Road, Suite 108

Baltimore, MD. 21211
AWeiner@rwlls,conr
MBerman@rwlis,com
(4 I 0) 769-8080 Telephone
(41û) 769-881 I F'acsimile

ì The identification of individual patients has been redacted fiom Xheir respective affidavits. Unredacted aflìdavits zu'e

nvailtble f'or inspection at the office of Movants' cot¡nsel.

IN TI"IE
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Alan M. Rifkin
I{II.'KIN WEINËR LIVINTSTON, LLC
225Duke of tloucester Street
Annapolis, MD 21401
ARitkin@rwlls.som
çß)269-5066 Telephone
(410) 269-1235 Facsimile

Counsel þr P roposed Intenvening Defendants

ÇERTIFICAIß Or SERVTCE

I I-IEREBY cerfiþ that on this 3lst day of May, 2ü17, a copy of the foregoing was served,

by first class mail, postags prepaid, and via email, on:

I{eathcr B. Nelson
Robert D" McCray

Fleather.nelson I @rnaryland. gov
Ro bert. mcc rcy @snaryland. gov
Offïce of ths Attornoy Gencral

Maryland Department of Health & Mental Hygiene
30û \trest Prsston Street, Suite 302

Baltinrore, Maryland Tnïl

.4,t t or n eys þ r Ð efe ndan ts

Byron.L,Warnken
Byron B. lVarnken

Warnken, LLC
T/nnNrEN, Ll,C

2 Reservoir Circle, Suite 104
Baltimore, Maryla¡rd 2nA8

John A. Fica, Jr.
Jortx Plc¿ AND AssoclA'r'Es, LLC

14 State Circle
Annapolis, h4D 21401
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Brian S. Brown
Christopher T. C¿sciano
Bnow¡r & BannoN, LLC

7 lit. Paul $treet, Suite 800
Ball;imore, Maryland 21202

A t t or ne,ys þr I¿ I aìnt tfr' A I t e r n at i v e Me di c ine Adary I and, LLC

Pliillip M. Andrews
Christopher C. Jeffries

Sheila R. Gibbs
Louis P, Malick

I{ramon, & Graharn, P.A.
One South Street

suirs 260t
Baltimore, Marylancl 21202

pandrews@kg-law.com
ej e{îri es @k9.1 aì¡r. co m
sgibbs@kg'larv"com
lmalie k@1<g-law.com.

(4 1 0) 752-603,0 Telephone
(41 0) 539- I 269 Facsimile

,bttorneys,þr llaintiff GTI Mar¡iand, LLC

,"* o#f:åffiåi:å"'*ore
888 Scventçent¡ Street, N"W-, Suite 904

lMashingtono D.C. 2û006
.Alfred"belcuore@belcuo rel aw.com

EdwardWeidenfrld
The Weidenfeld l,aw Fïrm, F,C,

edward@we i denfel d law. conr
888 l Tth Street N.W. #1250
lfashinglon, D.C. 20t)06

.Arnrneyþr Plaínlí/f Marylnnd Cultivatian &. Processíng, LLC
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Brr¡ge I-. Marcus
Sydney M. Patterson

6411 Ivy LanÕ, Suite 116
Greenbelt, MD2A770

(301) 441-3000
(30't) 441-3003 (fax)

bmarcus@marcusbonsib.co¡n
spatterson@marcusbons i b.com

Altorneys þr Proposed Intørvening Deþnelant, Holistic lndustrìes, LLC

PauI D. Bekrnan
300 Tf Pratt Street ff450
Baltimore, MD 21201

(410) 53e-6633
bekman@bmalawfirm.com

Idobert B, Schulman
Schulman, Hershfield & Gilden, P,A.

One Eastr Pratt Stre-et

Suire 904
Baltimore, MD 21202

410-332-0850
fhs@shg-Iegal.corn

A tt or ]xüy $ fô r P r o po rc, d Int e rv e n o r, T em e s c al W e I I ne s:s

Ira K.asdar.r

Allan Weiner
Bezalel Stern

Josopþ D. Wilson
Kelley Drye & War¡pn LLP

3050 K Strect NW #400
Washington, DC 20007

(2ç2)342-5400
IKasdan@KelleyDrye. uom
AWeiner@KelleyDrye. com
BStern@KelleyDrye.com

, JWilson@KelleyDrye,com

.4 t t o rneys þ r P r opo s e d Int e rv en()r, Fotw ar dGrut

D. Berman
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From:Michael Berman
Sent; Wednesday, May 3L,2017 10:30 AM
To:'Alyson Parker-Kierzewski' <Alyson. Kierzewski @ mdcourts.gov>
Ccr 'Brian Brown'<bbrown@þrownbarron.com>; 'John Pica'<JPica@johnpica.com>; 'Heather Nelson -DHMH-i
<heather,nelsonl@maryland.gov>; 'heather"nelson@maryland.gov' <heather,nelscn@maryland,gow; Arnold Weiner
<aWeiner@iwllaw,corn>; Alan M. Rifkin <arifkìn@rwllaw,com>;'8yron Warnken'<byron@warnkenlaw,com>; Barry
Gogel <bgogel@rwllaw"com>; 'Kasdan, lra'<lKasdan@KelleyDrye.corn>i Wilson, Joseph D. <JWilson@KelleyDrye.com>;

Stern, Bezalel <BStern@KelleyDrye.com>

Subfect; RË: AMM v. MMÇC - 6-Z-L7 Hear¡ng Time l"imits?

This ernail is submitted in response to the enrail chain initiatecl by AMM, below"

Tllis firm filed various motions yesterday, including motions to dissolve, modiff, intervene, and oppose equitable
relief, ,{"t lcast one othçr fìnn filed a motion on behalf of lorwardGro, LLC' and we *nticipatc that others may
submit additional {ìlings today,

Without waiving our clisnts' mofion to postpone the preliminary injunction hearing, we requestthat the Court not
fix tho times for argument and/or testirnony on the preliminary injuncfion rnotion, as A,MM requesled, untÍl afìer
the tourt has had the opporfunity to review the recenl motions.

'vVe also request thaf the Courf, upon reoeipt of all the filings, continue the preliminary injunction hearing, and
dirsct thc partics io appear for a sçheduling cotrference ón June ?, 2017, togethcr witfr â hearing on the motion to
dissolve or mocliff the'l'RO.

In the alternative, and without lvaiving our prior objectíotts, we ânticipate that at least three separate sets of
Çotusel, in adclition to the Commission, will ask to address thê Court in opposition to AMM's request for a

preliminary injunctior:r. V/e do nol speak fbr any c¡l'the olhers. On bchalf of the olients for whonj we havc filsd
rnotiorrs, we request thirty minutes of argurnent before any rvitnesses are called, and request pennissìon and
si¡l'ficicnl tims to address the TIì,O dissolution and intervetttion isst¡es. We also approximate that, if the Court
proceeds to an evidenfiary hearing, the parties will nsed sevcral days to presënt eviclensc,

Respeclfully,

MICHAET D. BFRMAh¡

Rifkln Welner l¡lvingston, ILC

2002 Clipper Park Road, 5uite 108
Baltimore, MD 21"211

Cell Phone: 410-?06-5049
www.rwllaw.cot¡l
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RrvLll [i$fräffirr
PLEASË NOI'E NËW f MÂlL ÂDDRISS OF mberman@rwllqw.c..om,

CIRCULAR 230 NOTICI: To ensure compliance with requirenrents imposed by the lR5 under Circular 23û, we inform you

that âny tJ.5, federal tax advice conlained in this communication (including attachments), unless olherwise specifically
stated, wäs not intended or writtÊn to be used, and cannot bê used, for the purpose of (1") avoicling penalties under the
lnternal Revenue Code or (2) promoting, mârketing or recommending to another party any matlefs addressed herein.

CONFIDËNTIALITY NOTICE: Thi:; comrnunication may contaín prívileged or other confidential information, lf you are not

the intended recipient, or believe you have rsceived this communication in error, please do not print, copy, retrânsmit¡
disseminate or otherwise use the information, Also, please indicate to lhe sender thålVou have received this meseage

in error and delete the copy you received" Thank yon.

From: Michael Berman
Sent: Tuesday, May 30ì2017 9:45 AM
To: 'Byron Warnken'<bvron@warnkenlaw >; AlysÕn Parker-Kierzewski <Alvjon.Kierzews(i@lndcourts,gov>
tc; ßrian Brown <bbrown@þtglunþ¡Itp¡¡om>; John Pica <E!Es-@lghnp!-ç3_.cem1 Heather Nelson -DHMH-
<heather.nelsonl@marv|and.eov>; heathc'r',nelgon@marv]and.qpvi Arnold Weiner <êweuel@-ryy.LLayu.eaü>; Alan M

Rifkin <arifkin @rwllaw.corn>
Subject; BE: AMM v. MMCC - 6-2-17 Hearing Time Limits?

Before the Court responds regarding time fimits, we request thåt the Court review the motíons that we intend to file
läter today.

Respectfully,

MICHAET D. BERMAN
Rifkin Wsìner Livingston, LLC

2002 Clipper Park Road, Sr-rite 10B

Baltimore, MD 21211
Cell Phone: 410-206-5049
wwl¡/¡,vll¡]ry.com

RTrLll tr

PL[45[ NOTE NEW [MA'L ADDRESS OF nrbq¡r¡1al]@rwltaw,com

CIRCULAR 230 NOTICE: Io ensure compllance with requirements imposed by the lllS under Circular 230, we infornr you
that any U"5. federal tax advice contained in this comnlunication {inclutling attachments), unless ottrerwise specifically
stated, was not intended crr writte n to be used, ancl cânnot be used, for the purpose of (1") avoiding penaltic,s under rhe
lnternal RL'vcnuq Code or (2) promoting, marketing Õr recommending to another pärty irny m.ltters addressecl herein.
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ÅL'I Hk¡ 
"' 

k,{TI V Ii il.I Li DtC t}i f i\,tA R Y Li\N D. lt{ t'}il:
t,t.(1, sl {r/..

c"tjìcrll.r coLfRT
Plnintiff,

rOK }3AL'IIMORE C.TTY
v

L'ase Na. 24-C-1 6"00580 I
N.ILIÂ,IIE þL LAPRÁ.DE MAII YL¿\|l t)
MED'[C¡\Ï, C,{i$N¡ntS, COlvlM'N.. et ü1.,

Delhndalrts.

llggl,rtr{Aï[0N or Rcdncfetl

I, the rrndel'signed, dee lare ûr ,lffir.ür *s fallowsr

I . I hal'e p*sonal knurvkdge of the facts c(uìtained herein, I 41n gver t,s-'years of age

and a eitizçn oflvfar:yland. [ am conrpetent to restify to the facts contained hercin.

2. I, Retlacted 
, suffer fro¡n I''l'$Dresulting frornyeãrs of$re*ggd&ggggsqfvfce

anrl tlre handling of thç dcad and dying.

3, lsufibr frórn nightmru:ês ¡¡r¿ sleeglessne$s.å trçalj.qg'phtrt*iciø,'has ståted,thât use

ofmcdicaì cannabis will tikely alleviate these symptonrs.

4. Each day that goes by witltor¡t ¿rccess to rn-cdibul cannabis'increase tte suffering

tihat I etrdurs dus t() my prisr sel'vicF tô our community in .raving nran¡,],ïves ancl property.

5" I neecl tlte Meriicine to be abls to firnetiqn and work, whish I cmnot do cunently"

fuiy delay in the availability of thc medicit:e ç'ill rish caus*ng me "irre¡alotile haru".

6, I dr¡ nol \\.ânt tÕ discìose n:ry medical condition or treatrne¡rt tri the putilic"

I strongly assert the right of plivacl' ín this rcgartl.

I solemnly a{fir¡¡r uncler thc penaltics of pcrjur,v and upon pefsonnl knorvlcdgc thar rlre

conlents *f tbc foregning Fâ¡1ðr ilre trtrt:..

R.ctl:tcfcd

Mal' 30tlr. 2017
Exc¡:rttcd in M*n lancl
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lN'l't-rE

CIRCUIT CCIIjRT

FO& BAI,TIMOR.E CITY

Case No. 24*C-1 6-0058ül
NÁ]:.,\I.TÍJ M. I,A,IIRADE M.ÄRYLAND
MEDICAL C,ÀNNÀtllS, COMM'N ,, et al..

Defirtrd¿nts.

'$fFlüAìVJT'0f Redacted

I, the rtndersigned, declare or aflÌrm as I'oll:ows:

I . I havc pelsonal knowlcclgc of the facts containecl hercin. I am over l8 ys¿r* of age.

ancl a eitizen of Maryland, I am cornpetent to testily to the facts containecl herein.

2. I I{etlacted uuffer {i'om chronic back pain. t am 42 years of age anil already

had 3 back surgelies, I have ¿lso been didgnosed with degenerativc disc disease. I also lrave a

ssv$re disk bulge in nry neck. My back pain is an everyday oççureñce. 'I'he use on medisal

marijuana not only relievss my pain ìn a substantial way, but it ¿llows rne tû stop the use of opioid

medisines whish in themselves leads to:other nredical conclitions such as liver damagc.

' 3', Each day tr gc without the uss,of nredical marijuana rnakes lifb very difficult tQ

function when it cornes to normal everyday ¿ìctivit¡esrwith such simple things as putting socks and

shoes oiì. Every single clay is fîlled with pain artd disconlfort with so¡:te clays being so l¡acJ that I

fbel I can't cven leave the house.

t+. It is no äoie de lavs o¡l the to nredicalaccess

have already waited toct long. The pain is so bar'l sometimes it alnrost i'ccls likc I will never get

reliel'ns lorrg as I live in lvlaryland. I have aétr¡ålly contetn¡rlated nroving crut of'st¡rtc to â state thât

has acce$s Io lneclicalmarijuana, howcver) rny job ancl fanrily livc herre so I can't do that.

AL:TARNA'I"TVN MIìÞICINIi MAI{ Y LAND,
1.,ï.C, *t al^,

I¡i¿ri¡rtift
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¡ lledacted do not went âny of my medical informatipn, either my conditions ol

trÊatment used for public u$s or disclosed in any way to the pu,blìc. All of rrry r,nedìcal infbrnoation

must be kept in cornplete confidence.

I sOlemnly af'firm undsr tlle pelraltíes of porjury and upon psrsoüall know{edge that the

contonts ofthe forEgoing pnper ârc tñre,

Redscted

I r.
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ÂI,: I'NRNÄTIVE MEDTCINI MA1{YI.A-NI),
I"L,C,e.t al,,

rN'n.lfi

cìÎ llc r.l1'r c{)'{.1 rìT

FOIT B,,\I"I'IMûIìE C f I'Y

Case No. 24-C-16-005801

FlaintilT;

NÅTALIË M 
", 

l,r&-p'ft ÄI)F, MARY L¡\N D
MDDTCÄL CANNABI$, COMIv1'N. . at ul.,

,ppcl,/lr,lldllgnl ol1'- Retlacted

pelvis reÊ,ions,

'througþ nu¡nsrou.s keatment$

sqcees$ful trcatürent has not

I

'1:

I

of rne<lical cannaliis will likely

Y IS LIKË TO Ti{.}

spcll-someti¡nes st) "dóute

'rrat ;inçlin¿tion iS lo take powerfirl o¡rioids prescr:ihcd b]' nly doctor, hut those .Cause such

other lrorlriliie síele effccts lhat L'nr loalhe to use drenr. So instcad I just.suffer,

5. I need this metiir:ins inrnretli¿rtely. I'nt reaily hoping there's not anothcr clelay in

rvhen tl:is rnediofure rvill bo ¿¡vail¿rble. I'tn trying cvcrytlting I câ,ri tù avoid opi':ids, but if there's
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ä,nother delay I may n,ot have atry choice l¡ul to endure thc side ¿ffccts like constipation and

addiclicn,

6u I ds not wânt tü disclose tììy or my ciîildrensl mcdicai condilion ç¡r treat¡nent to

the putilia I strongly assett tlre right of privacy in tltis regard"

I, so.le¡Tlqlf a{firm u¡der the iienalties of perjury nnd upir¡ ,persgn¿rl knowJedge,that the

c.onleüts,ófThe forçgoing.pa¡er arê b:ue ,

I{cdacted

Ma/30,20T7 /
Executed irr lVTaryland
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ALTBRNATIVE MEDTCINË MAIIYLAND,
1,1,(1, et al.,

Pla,intiff,

NA:TAT,LN M, I,AIII{ÄDE MARYLAND
MEDTCAL CANNABIS, COMM'N,, eT oI.,

' 
L)cfcnclanls,

FOlt l3¡\Llllþ101ìB CITY

Case No. 24-C" I 6-û05¡10 I

TN TT{E

ctì{ct"It'f cotJr{'r'
,'

Ilrr;fitÅß,å:rl{1N., rlcrkctcrl

lr llia unc{e$iglrctlr tlculars Õr älfrrm a^s fallr¡ws:

1. I havs personal knowleclge af tlre &¡cls ûoutained helein, f nllr ovsr l8 yenl's of uge

ancl n qitiztn of Moryland. l am soûtpstent to tastify to tlm fircls contained ht¡¡r¡in,

2. I, Redncfed Sufftr fi'onr Ch¡onie llain.

3. .I suf,{tr fir¡m ohronlc ptin ln nry lorver back ar¡cl ls& foot. I ollen hoyo'lr:oublss

Sptting out qf bcd i:r lho rnouling, bccause tho pain is to greal. A (reating physicinr¡ hùs stûted tliât

usc of.nrcclìcal cûnrrâbis will likely nlieviate these s1'lu.ptorns.)

4, Each day tfiât gôês by wiltruut åccoss to rncclicni cnnnabis, inole¿rse lbe sufl'eríng

that I enih¡re fì'om this pnin,

5, \ Rcçl¡rcfçtl , NEED T1IE ¡'Í¡DICINII IMMII)6'¡ÉLY. My f,IlìAL'lH

AND WlÌLfÁRll DllPliND ÇN I'f, AND A]'¡Y D]ILÁ.Y IN 'lI{I] ,4,VAILABILITY OF't'uti

MI]I]ICINE COTIM RISK IRREP.ARAÉI,N IIARM TO MIì.

6. I do not wflnl lo tlisclose my medíe nl concliliorr or lrcatrnc¡lt lo thc public, I strongly

asscrl thc right of privacy in this rcgnrd.

I snlcnrnly ¡rflirm ttndçr' the ¡ler:ralties erl'¡:er;iury tttrl upon per-s<rrul knovvledgc thut ll'rd

co¡lte¡rls ofltlrr: t'orcgaing pnpor *Le tnte.
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lli tl¡tcf ¡.reI

tfltty'.tl()0t'l t
Ëxccr¡tcd in Maryinncl
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Rnlm‘lvfl 

may 3072017 I 
Executed in Maryland 
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v,

AL]'ËRNATIVE MEDICINI MARYLAND, I'I-C, lN'r?lE

C¡RCUIT COUITT

FOR BAL'I"IMORË CITY

Case No. 24-C* 16'00580I

arl al.,

Plaintiff,

NA'TÁLIE M. LAPRÁÐE MÁRYLAND
MËÞtCÀ|, CAbINAIII$, COMM'Þ1., et aL,

Defend.anls.

DACLÂRATIÇN O{' Rcdacted
i

I, the undersignrd, declars or affirnr as follows:

1. I haye personal knowleclge of the facts sontained here¡ü. f âm over 1& years of

agé,and ã cïtizÊn oiffa¡yland. I anr cornpetcnt to testiff to the facls sontainod'herein.

" 2" I, ll.ectactètl ., &m one of the pqrentn qf Redâctetl , whc sUffers fîom

reftaotor.y epiie¡sy-

3. Retlactcrl suffers from refractory epilepsy, nreani¡rg the existing drugs do not

' ' "''' ': :''
sJop the,seizu¡cs. lle has frequent lonÎc clonïE seir'ures.$âttakg days to recover from, meaning

h¡ çanr¡of Jrold a job or rêtum to college" Accordingl-to cànnat¡is-litèrate doctorc, Rcd needs

access þ THC aud high-linalool TIICA to help control his seizures.

4. Each day ti¡at his åccess to wholc-ptant cannabi$ is delayecl is a delay in his

abilífy to resume his lÏfe, his college carecr, and eventually a job.

5, The delay nteaüs ¡¡lÕre seiz¡tes, and eaoh seizure affscts his brain negatively, 'l'he

tlclny neans he ii trapped at homc recovering from constmrt sà¡rur** widl no chance aÌ â

productive life.

6. Rertactect docs nof want to disclose his medical condition 0r heâtmenl tö the

public. ¿\s ole of his parents, I stongly assefi their right of privacy in this regard,
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I solenrnly ¡f-fir¡n unclc:r tlre pcnalties ¡1 pcrjury and upon ¡:crsonal knowlcdge that the

crxrtent.ç of the lbrcg<ling pa¡ler arc tn¡e

NAME

llcdactcrl

NIay 29,2017
Ilxccute<l in Marylancl

Ilctl:rctcd

2

ki.r*-.ç=]hæ __-.-..
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ALTERNATIVE MËÛIC¡NE
Í\iIARYLANÐ, LLC, ol al,

Plaintiff.

ll.trl:tci t'rl

IN THË

CIRCU{T TOURT

FOR BALTIMCIRE CITY

Case No" 24.C-16-005801
v,

NATALIã M^ LAPRAOF MARYTAND
MEDICAI CANNABI$. COMM'N., et al.,

Defendants.

åËçlDÀVlTOF, Rednct¡r¿

l, Red¡rclctl i tha undersigned, declare or affirm as follows:

1. I have per*onal knowledge of ür¿ faets tÖntâínsd herein, I am over 18 year6 of oge and ã c¡tizen of

Maryland, I ãm corrrpetsnt to teslify tô lie lacts contaíned herein.

2. 1,, Rr¡lacted ; suffer lrom <Celiac Disease> { an Àuto immune disease requiring strict êlulen frec

diet).

3. The most common slgns for adults are dlarrhea. fatigue ånd weight loss, Adults rnay âlso experíence
bloatingand gâ$, åbdÒmfnál paìn, nausea, Çonallpallon, and vomiting, headaches, depressíonlanxiety,
brain fog, artd jointpaln" A treating physiclan has stated lhat for conditions such as mine, usë of rñedlcål
cannabi* will hêlp âllåvlâtê my *yrnptomr, at tirnBe whon gluten has accldentally been ingestÉd ( cross
tóntåm¡äal¡on is a huge problem effecling num€rouË patlënt$ êven on stricl diets),

4' STATE yVtlAT Å ÞAY lS LIKE To CIo WTHoUT ACCES$ To MEDlclNE. " Accidental gluleníng

causës muny hard to näturally cope with med¡cål side effects, including nausea, swelling /inflamation ln my

intestinal track and srnall bowel ( vomiting, diarrhea, conslrpation ). Gluten ls hard lo avoid as it ls a tlrty

protlen but in só many pfoducts wlth poor or nol Þroper enôr.,gh lâtJle$, Nol only does ¡l ôåuse stömâch

symptoms but jolnt pain, fatigue, mëntål åilments, and numerous ntajor body lssuesl Nattrrally lreating my

sornelimes unavoidable symplôms without ìons of over the ôÒunter medications that cause additional side

elects { medícal çannabis for exarnple) aliows nro to cut båck on sick days, pain and remain

functional ever¡ when gluTêned"

5. I NEED îHlS MËÞlClNÊ { MêdicålÇanrral.ris) IMMËDIATELY. MY HEALTH, SîAB|LIïY, AND

WELFARË ÞEPENO CIN IT, ANY DËLAY IN THE AVAILABILITY OT TIIT MFDIÇINE WILL RISK

CAU$ING f\/lE -IRREPARABLF HARM."

iìr'tl:rcft'rl
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I{tr*l¡c{t¡l

6, I 1{crlrr.f l,tl do not want to dísclose rny rnedical conditìon or treätmenl lo llro publíc, Blt need
my voice/story heard, I strongly asser{ my riglrt of privacy in this regerd."

I solemnly aflirm under the penaities of perjury and upon pcrsonal knowledge lhat tlre çonienls ol lhe

foregoing pâper ãré true.

Rrr{rclrd

\úay *28th -,2ç17
Ëxecuted ln Maryland

https:llnrail.gr:oglc,corn/n¡¡il.iu,'01',\¡i.,=2& ik=5a7J'l 7Cs0a&,vicw'*pt&rnsg* l5c5 l38at?6b55... 5130/?01 ?
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Al,I' jRNA L IV[i MIDICÍNË MARYLA]\ID,
T.,T.,C;, eî aL.,

IN'r[m,

CIRC{JI'I' COIJR'I'
Plaintiffì

FOR BA"LTIMOI{I3 CITY
V

Case No, 24-C-16-0CI58û1

NAT:AI,IF M. LAPRÀDË MARYTAND
MBDICAL CAIIN^IIIS, COMM'N .. e! al.,

ï)efendants.

ê,{¡üp,åyJT"priAI)vÄNcEDÁr,rglRNAIrvnTrrr}riAPrEs..LLC

I, the,undefsigned, declare or.affÏrm aq fclllows:

1. I have personal knowledge oftbe fact$ aontainecl llerein. I arn over 18 yoars ofage.

I am competent to testifu to the facts contained herein"

2. AÞI1ÄNCË]) ATTERNATIVE TIIERAPIES, LLC is a Mzlryìand linrited liabiiity

company formed for, among other thir.gs,, the p¡¡pose of'see,king a licease f¡onn the

Maryland Metlical Cannabis Comrnission, and then for Distributing medical

.c*rn.abis fcr eügible patients tlrrough channels e.stablished and approv.ed Þy the

laws ofþfâryland.

3. On Deceinber 9,201'6, ADVANCÊD A.L'I'EIINATIVE TL'IËRAPIES, LLC was

approved by tlie Maryland tvtedical Ca¡urabis Courmission ("MMCC') for a

Distlibution license, atter a rigororx ar:d costþ application process.

4, ADVAIICED IU,TERNATIVI Iî{I1I{AP-ILìS, 1,1,C is now in the prr:cess of

completing the Stage 2 process. I\DVANCIiD ¡\I'TI3f{NATIV0 1'IIHI{APIES,

LI "C proi'îcrs th.at it believes in good läith that it vvill timely meet, all requiremenfs

fbr Stage 2 apptnval ancl licelrsure.
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5. ()¡: December 10, 2016, Å,DVAI'JCED AL.'ïHINATLVþ) Tl-l1iR.ÂPTI¿$, LLC

began taking sle¡:s to become opßr¿Ìtionfú.

6, ADV,ANCEÐ ALTI1RNATIVE TI-IIiRAPIBS, LLC have ¡row completed the

following:

. securecl a building at2029 West St. in ^r\mapolis, MI)

r hired an adritect, engineer, multiple âttômeys and consultants

. applied for a Special Dxception

r had a lrearing and was approved fbr tbe Zoning Speoial ExceBtion

. desígned and created building permit and consfftloJipn,doeuments

. hirod,a logo and website designel

¡ hired an Aocounting ñm to ovsrses Stage 2 licensing

7. Any challenge to the licensing process creâtss substantial unocrtainty' tor

I\DVANCED ALTEIINATIV E THERÁPIES, L LC.

8.I anr an owner and pårtncr of ADVANCED ALTERN^A.TIVE TFIERAI'il¡S, LLC,

I solemnly al'linn ruxicr the penalties of perju'y ¿rnd upon personal knowledge that the

contents of the foregoi.rrg paper are tflle,

l)avid Podrog, Partnei:

lvlny 30, 2017
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AL'I'HI{NATIVE MEDICINB M.{I{YLAND,
Ll.C, el ul",

i,lainriff"

v"

¡N ]'t{t

CIRCUTT COURT

rOR BAL]'IMORE CITY

Case No. 24-C-l 6-00580 1

NATALIE M. LAT'RADE MARYLAND
MEDTCAL CANNNII]IS, COMM'N ., CI AI,,

llefrndants"

AFFIDAYI'il OIr 4l'rlerl iCnn na. Dis uel¡¡ary LLC

f, thç undersignsd, dcclarc cr allirm as follows:

l. I have personal knowledge of the åcrs cont¿inect herein. I am qver 18 years ofl

age and a cÏtizen of Maryland, t am competent to testify to the lbcfs conlained herein.

2, AmcdiCanna, Dispensary LLC is a Maryland limitçd liabilífy çompan¡¡ fsrmed

for, among other things, the purpose of seeking a license frcm the Maryland Medicat Cannabis

Commission, anel then fnr distributing medical cannab-is for eligible patienls through channels

sstablishÈd and approved by the laws of'Marylancl.

3. in fJccember 2016, ¡\mediCanna Dispensary LLC was approved by the Mnryland

Meclical Cannaliis Commission (*MMCC") for a distribution liccnsÊ, åfter a rigorous and very

costly application plocess.

4. AmetliCan¡ra Þispensary LLC is ¡low working or1 the Stage 2 proc{:$s.

AmediCsnna Dispensary LLC proflers that it belicvss in good fäith that it will timely meet, all

requirenre nts t'or Stage 2 approval and licensurc.
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5. Any challenge to the licensing prsçgss creãtes substalrfial unoertainty for

AmedíCarurr Dispensary LLC.

6, I am owner anrl managing member of ¡\mediCanna Dis¡rensary LLC,

I solcmnly affirm under the penalties of perjury nnd upon personal knowledge that the'

csntents ofthe foregoíng paper are true.

þlanish I:1. Shah

May'30- 201?
ISxeoutcd inMaryland

2
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À1,'l'l:l{NÂ:f lVlì

M.¡\ltYl-i\ND, [,LC, {t{ ul.,

I'lainti fl,

N¡1,'l'i\Llli M,

þIAIIYLÅN.ü MIJDICAI,

ü01\4M'N., e| el., F.elcnrl¡rn,ts"

Mrit)tc¡Nti

LAPTTÅDIi

CANNAI]IS,

IN"¡'l^ilr:

clllcul'f cou¡{"f

FOR B¡\I,'flMOlltì Ctl-Y

C{se No, ?4.C-1 6-00580 I

À FHDAV|'T OTT T}LOO MWO I{KS IW E LLÞIEü!:

[. ilre unclersigricd, declare or af firm *s followsl

I " I havç psr${r¡tal knowle dgc of thc factg eontained }içrein, I ânr over 18, ys6r* of age land a

citizcn of Maryland, I anr:comp*lrnt to tcstily to,thc h{.:ts contaÍncrl ltertlin,

3 Btoomrvorks Wçllness irs a Marylanel Linrited L.iability Company formed for, among,other

things, the purpose of sceking a ljccnsc fronr the Marytancl Mcdic¿tt C¿rnnabis Commission,

ancl thcn for <lispensing medical cannabis for eligible paticnts through channsls eslublishcd

anrl apprtwed by the larvs of lvlarylantl.

3 On Dcccmber 10, ?0l6-, Illoonr*.vr¡rks Wellness was &pprovcd by thc Maryland Metlical

Canlrabis Comrnissio¡r i'*MMCC") for a dis¡:ensary licen,se, ¿ifter a rigorous and costly

applicutirrn proccris"

4 llloon,rworks Wellne$s i$ norv concluding the lltage ? proeess. llloonlwork* Wcllness

prollì:rs that it bclieves irr good faith tl¡at it rvill tirnely nreet, illl requircmcnts lirr St*ge 2.

a¡rprovnl i¡n<i liccnsurc.
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5 On l)cccmbcr, 2016, lJlr¡omrvorks \ilr:llness began taking $teps to bc{jomc

o¡lcntti<;nal.

6 llloo¡rirvorks Wellness ¡rt¡rnds tr: lose in cxccss of SqOO,00O- in invested cnpital in this and

relat{ad businesses. r\tklitionally, I}}oomrvorks Well¡¡ess has *nterccl i¡tto'contracts rvith

nrultiplc itìvestors and verrdors thnt ål$surnt ¡t litrìtcd numher of liccnsecs.

lf ad¿litionally lieenses aie awarcled tlten ineþarable harm will be done rvith said invcstors

and vcnrlor.ï. Srrbseqnently, the cre¡tion of 3'5 ft¡ll,and parl.,tinejotis will bq eliruinated.

? i1"ny challenge to thç liccnsing procçs$ creates substantial u¡¡ce¡'tainty lbr Bloo¡nworks

Vlcllucss.

I I am iln olvncr of t')loortworks Wellngss, LLC.

I solenrnly ¿ffirm under the'pr:n*lties. of ¡2ê¡jury'arìd-upon per*onal knorvledgu thrt the

contcnls of thc lìlregoing pa¡:crnre truc.

ftar¡dall feh

/

May 30,2017

1"
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ÄÌ,'I'I::llN À 1'l V L i\l [i f ) I {-] I N [i M ¡\ l{ Y l,AN n,
1,1.,(,).. ul u|.,

llluintifT;

lN't'Lrl.Lt

ClR.(lt"JIl CìOt;lR'l'

I|OR I Al'nil40t{f-i üTY

Case No, ?4-C- l6-CICI5801

NATALIH M" .1,¡\ PlìÁ l)Li lvlAll\i t.¡\ND
M.EDICAt. CANNAßtS, COMi\4'N., ¿r,¡l ¿¡l..

Dcf'r¡rdanls"

åPfmA]'If OP ntne llau

. I,'tlte turtlersignccl, declarc or ¡¡ffirun ¿.rs lbllnws:

1. I h¿vç ¡ærsonal kno',i,ledge of the fncts contiúned herein. I anl ovcr I8 years of

nge and a si,ti¿en ul. Marylnrrd. I n¡n eompetent kr tcstify 1o tlre {ircts contained herçi¡,r,

2. Ill,ue h,{ountain C¿re LL.L' is a Marylancl lilnited liability üotüp-ìny fonned lbr,

âû1otlg other things, thc prr'¡:trse nf seekirrg a lieense tiorn the Maryland Medical Cannabis

Commission, nnd tlren lirr elistrtbuting rnedical caunabis itrr eligible patients tlunugh chann.els

established atrcl npplovcd by the l*r,rvs n.f'Marylancl.

3, ön Decenrher 9, ?()l6,l3lue À4c¡r"rntairr Cla¡:e LLC t{tas approvecl by the Mruytand

Me<lieat Ca¡rnabis Conrmissiorr {'-h4'M(l{,1") *'or a rlistrilrutirin lîcense, afTcr ¿ rígorous nntì costly

application prficess.

4. ÏìJurr lv-lourrtnilr {jarc LI"{ has inr.esied a lt:t of tìntc ¿mcl nlc,tìe)¡ lr: gel lcl the

cìnrcrll sfrrte, We lrär,e \vorküd hirrrl to lil¡tl nu<l ¡rurch*se real estnlü pr(lÞcrty I'ar oirr rlispensary

¿¡ntlale in tlre pnlcr¡;s rii'finalizirtg our ¡rhasc tu,o A¡r¡:litntion pr()cùl;s, We plan on heingol:en tr,v

¡ratienis fiur¡rot *'cil ¡inv Irrnucr'!

v
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5, Àny clrnllcngc to tltu lieurrsirrß procúss erc¡rtcs substantiai urlctltainty fìrr lìh¡c

Mrlru:t¿rin (jnlc l,l.C,

6. I ¿ml or¡'nsr iuitl nrarrirging nrcrrtller'oli lllnc Mounlain Care t"LC.

I solernrrly atJlnn uncier thc pen*ltie* of per;jury ancl rtpon ¡rer,sonal kn.r:wleclge that ths

cCIntant$ t¡l'the filregoing párpËìr ¿rrc tnrqr.

Kalpcsh l] Shah

30, 20 1
lixccuted irr Â4arylan.d

1
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.4 t,' l-ti¡lN ill"l V f. M EDIC lN Li lvl A ft Y l.A N D, l.l,(1,
ei al,,

tN'fl-l[)

CIR{IUf'TCCIUß'T

rOR BAL'TIMOIìNCITY

üase No. ?4-C- | 6-0058ûl

Plaìntiff,

NATALIÊ M, LÂ.PR,,ÂÞÐ MARYLÁ,NI)
MEDICAL CA,NNAIIIS, COMM'N,. rr! nl.,

De'fetdants,

AÍ'Iltl)åYJl, Ç,r,.Çhesacannn Inc",

I, the undersigned, declaro or affirrn as follows:

l" . f have persoual knowledge of'thc facts contained herein, I anr ovel' lB yeals of

age and acilir,en of Maryland, I am.compete¡lt to testi{y to tlre facts containecl herein'

2, Chesapanna Inc. is a Mar'¡rland corporation fbnnecl for, among other things, l.he

purpo$e of seekiu*g a license frorn the Maryland Medical Cannabis Commission, anrl lhcn for

áistiitiuiiry,rnediaal cannabis ftrr eligible patiËnts through channels establislred anrt approved by

the laws of l\4*ryland

3, On December 13, 2016, Chssacanna Inc. wns. appruved by the Maryland þledisal

Canrrabis Commission f'MMC'C") for a clispcnsary license, a{ìcr: a long, rigorous, and oostly

application process.

4, ihesacanna Inc. is r'¡orv çoncluding thc Stage 2 process. Cåqsaçanna.lnc,.proffbre

that it believes in good fÂith that it will tirnely mwt, all requìrements fo-r Stage 2. approval ard

liccnsure.

5" On December 13,2016. Chesacarrna [nc. began taking steps to become

clperational.
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6. "fo date CI'IE,SÂCIÁ,NNÂ lNC. lras a to{al oxpensë oÍ'$168,840.00 to get to thc

stage lwo ptoccfss. Chesacanna Inc, has taken steps lo scçure an approvecl location and lras

entcrecl inlo a tÕn*yeâr âgreement at the annnnl ratc <¡f $86,400,00 plus triple net chargcs and

utilities with the property o$.nsr, Furthernrore Chesacama [nc. has signed a contract for

construction purposs$ and has çtarteel the costly'build out process in order to meet the clead linc

estahlìshcd by the Maryland Medieal Cannabis Comnrission. 'fhis ct:nlract required that a

percenta:ge ($37,000.00) of the tr:tal cost ($372,0t)0,00) be paid up front. Employces to be hired

have given notice to present employers that they will be leaving at thcir given date. Due lo past

clclays Chesacanna [ue. has hnd to find a new location as well as new investots in orcler to

procecd with our p-usiness plan. Any delays could possibly lrave similar results. Any chalienge to

thç licensing pïocsss proÍrtes substantiul uncertaint,y for Chesaoa$flû Inc,

7. I am owner and managing mernber of,Ches¿eärna Inc-

I solemnly affirm under the p*nalties of pefjury and upor¡ peruonal knowledge th¡rt the

contents of tlle foregoing paper afs true"

Mark

ÖL
28_,2017

in Maryland
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AI,]]BRNATTV E MTiDT(]IN IJ MAI{YLAND,
LJ,C,.at ul.,

Plaintiff,

V,

NATALIE lvl. LAIIRÄDË M,4IIYLAND
I\,illnrcAl CÄNN^BIS, COMM'N., et al.,

Þe'felxlänts,

lN'Il.lË

CII1CUTT COURT'

FOIì BALTIMOIU; CTTY

Case No. 24-C-ll6'0û580 I

I, tho undersigned, d*clare or alïirm as follows:

i- I havç ¡nrsonal lclowledgo of the facts co¡r&úned hsrcin. I anr over I8 years of

age and a citizen of Maryland. I am conlpetent to testify to tlìe faûts cont¿rined herein.

2: ehssape,ske Altomatives, LLC (r'Chcsapcake') is a Maryland li¡uited lÍability

èot!ryany ,fó¡¡xed &¿ Apong dther,thirtgs, the pi;trpose of seeking ¿ lir¡en$e ftôrrr tlre Maryland

Msdicel Cqq!åbis esnmission ("MMCC') for processirrg ald dislributing me¡lical eannabis for

eligible patients through cha¡rnels establishecl and a¡lproved by thc laws of Maryland.

3,, On Augu¡t l'5, 2016, ehesapeake wss px$.åpprovccl by MMCC for â proeessiüg

license, aftor arigorous and costly application process.

4" On Þecember 9, 2016, Chesapeake wes pre-approvect try MMCC for a elispensary

lÍcenss* aflsr ð rigorous zurd costly application proÇess.

5, Inlnecliately afier t$e ¡:roccssing p;eapproval rvas granted in Augusf of ?016,

Chesapeake begnn efforls to bcuome o¡rerational Íls Í1prc)cess(x by "August 14,2-Q17.

6, lmmcdiately after the dis¡rensary preapproval *'as grantecl ìl'r. Ðcçcr'¡rber of 2016,

Chesapeake hcgarr ellbrts To beco¡nc operational ac a dispensary hy Deccr;rber 8, 30 I 7.
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7, (lh*sape*ke and its relatçd parties are working expetlitiously to con:¡:lete the

Stage 2 proress, Chesapcake proffcrs thût it belicvcs irt good fhitb lhat it will timely nreet all

requircrnents lbr $tage 2 ap¡:roval enrl lisensurc.

8" Chesapeake's comaronly owned affiliate RE Servìcçs 2016, LLC, has obrained a

long-term lease nn spacc suitable for Clresa¡eðke's proccssing fhcility, has incumed substantial

legal and arch.itectural fees and l¡as enþred into a contract for buildout of thc leasetl space into a

first class ¡nedical cannabis proccssing facillty in compli:urce with MMCC regulafions. lr:r

addifion, Chesapeake has executed a conf¿ct. ,to pwchasç a .custom-built COI prccessing

machinp.

9. 1ìhc expcnses and co-¡r,ihnents described above, incurred in good faith reliånce

on MMCC's f)röcess, as well as anticþted eqrripmenl purcbascs total more than .$1,5Õ0,û00.

I0" Á"ny chnllengg reslraint or injunetion:oË the licensihg procesrl creåtes substarìtial

h*rdship an¡l,uncertaÍnty fbr Cltesapeake, itspersonnel a¡d its afliliates, ând will disrupt building

nnd,lriting plans,

i t. I mt an owner of Chesapeake tfuough a holding compatly¡

I solernnly nfûnn undcr thc penalties of .perjury and upon p*rsonal knr:wledge that the

contoqis of the foregoing paper are true.

I¡IÁROI.YN CARþOZO

29,2ß17
Iixecuted ir, IlggggY,-F-gh,gn a s

,\
L
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AI,1I'}iRI.{A TIVIJ MIiDTCTN I] MARYT,Â ND,
LLC, et al.,

IN THE

CIRCI}IT COUR'Î

POR BAÍ,TTMORII CITY

CaseNo. 24-C-16'005801

Plaintil{

V.

N/TTÅtr,IE M. LÂPRANE MARYLAND
MEDICÄL'CÄNNÄ,8.IS, COþÍM'N ., et ü{.,

Ðsfb¡idarls,

' Á.SFIDAV{T O-f L¿rurcn:sinrnsou

t the,utldersigncel; deillâtç or affin¡ as follows:

1., I have pe¡$onâl knowletlge of the facl$ contained:.herein, I. am,:over 18 years of'

age and a citïzêin of Maryland. I am cornpetent to testìfy to the facts conlained herein.

ì" G&Í Þ¡ann¿icouticnls.is a Maryland lim¡ted liabílily,eo-mprlny formed firr, amoRg

otherthingsn üre'plrrpose of,seekingslloeûse&sm the MarJ¿låffLMedÍoal tannabis Commission,

and then for distributing medical cannabis for eligib;le paiients tluough channels established and

approved by the.l*ws, of Maty-lentt.

3., On Ðeccmbor I dú, 2016, t&J, Phan¡racculicals wal np¡rovcd by th¿ Mary,land

Me.die¿I eannabis Commission (:'MMCC") fçr a clistribution:lice¡rs4,'afÌera rigorous and ¡¿cstly

application process.

4. ti'&J PharnacButicals is now coneluding tho Stage ? prrreess. {i&.1

?halmaceuticals profÊ:rs that it believes in gooil faith th¿t it will tirnoly neet, âll requirements

fbr $tage 2 approval and licetr$ure.

5. O¡r December i?tl', 2016. G&J Pharmaceuticals began taking steps to

become operal.ional,
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6. G&J Fhannâcèuticâls lras engagetl consult*nts fbr opening the dispeusary; lburxl

¿ Jocation anel is signing a lsase ibr the tlispensary; has hired a Clinical Dìrector; begun arr

extensive markefing campaign beginning with the croatioa of,a website; partnered with s highly

r:ated medicâl dispensaqy in Lansing, MI fnr br,anding and best, praçt¡çes; paid for training in

Colo¡ado and web bæed far the Operations Mar:age¡; auorig other vzuipus llasks snd expcnscs

i¡rvolverl in starting a new busi¡ress.

7, A;fy challeuge to the licensing proeçss otreates substa¡ifial uncertainty for 6&J

Ph¡rmaceuticals.

8." I :âm ownoÏ and managing rnembe¡ of G,&] Pharmacerúicüls,

I solarrnl'y'rä{f$$ under the penalties of petjury ancl upon personal knowledge that tire

conlente of tlß ftrcgoïng paper are true

1r

?
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AL'rllRNATIVL: MLÞICINB MARYl-AND,
I.{,C-, et, al.,

Plainliffì

lN 'r"Frr ciRCr.Jrf c0{JR't'Folt
BAI,'fIMORA CI]'Y
Cz\St-i NO, 24-C- I 6-00580 I

NA:TALTE M. I-APRADE MAI{YÂÏ",NÍ)
MEDIÇAL C,A.NNABIS COMM'N, ct. al.,
Defendan{s.

ÀFf'IIlAytT, Otr KnvIfi I, GOIDBD$û, CO"IlOtiNpER Of fiIìEqN IjEAf MI}ÐIÇJ!,L.

I, the undersigned,. d'eclare or âllflirm as follows:

l. I .h*rve personal k¡orvlerJge nf the facls conlained herein, I anl ovcr l8 years p-f:agp rurcl

a citize¡ otf Md.ryland. l'anr cornpeten{ to testify to tlrc l'acts contairtcd hcre in.

2, I, anr a Founding Member of Green l,eaf Meclical, LLC (hereinllfier'"Oüçsn Leaf') and

fl-4rt:â licensçcl alto.rney in the State of Mary,land.

,1, Iir August ?0l6,Green Lçalreceived,,tlie'#l rankrd'Culiirâtor Application in the $tate of

Mar-:y,lanrli and ¡:gceivecl one of the 15 pre-approvall-s-to ouliiv.gte medica! ,carutabi,s in

Maryland. Since that time (ireen Leaf has invested nrillions of dollars in its facility to

cultivate n¡edical cmnabis.

-4. 'l havs.serve<l sn Gresn Leaf s Board of Managers since its incêption and have workcd

closely- witlr the CBÖ to nssist Green [,eal in applyir:g fbr and obtaining one of the .t5

pre:ApprQvâls to cultlvatc meclical canuabis in Mar.ylond.

5. Prior rÊ applying fì:r our liceilse with thc Medical Cannabis Cornmission, i reviewed the

applicable larv includi¡rg llealth Çeneral l3-lû6 which states ihat'rll'he Commissiol

shall: l. Actively seek to ¿ehicve racial, ethnic, anrl geographìc diversity when

licensing meclical cannabis grnwers."

6. llased on nìy review of tlrc a¡:¡:licable lai.v and regr.rlatiorts, ircluding but not linìited tr

l;lealth Cìeneral $ l3-306, Grcen l,eafrnack: a comnritntent trr <Jirtelsity frour the outset.

We made n corrc$rtccJ cfforl lc¡ recnlit a tlivcrse group of inveslors and Adv.i,rory Boarcl

Me¡nbers including Àfì'ican Anrericirns and Wonten.

LLC
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7. fior cxanr¡rle, Grecn I"eaf reached or¡t to Mr. Frnnk Llttston, a wcll-respected Àfi'ican

A¡ncrican rcgislcrccl iobbyist in Mar:yland, ancl t'ccrttitccl l\¡lr. ßoston to invcst in Grccrl

l,eal'as a l'ìounding Mentber at a hcavily cliscounlcd ralc. Mr. Lìoslotr is currctttly an

equity partncr nt ûr'een Leaf, serves as çreelì Leaf"s paicl lobbyist in Auna¡rirlis, nncl he is

¿ìlso or1 Green l,eaf s Board of Managcrs.

8. (ìreen Leafis continuerl ccr¡nmitment Ío diversity is ilcmonslratcd by ttrc fact that (irecn

I.eal'hiru¡l Mr. D¡mon ll:uglres seF/e.ï ¿¡s a conlpertsated indivic{ual on Green L,cal's

Boarcl of Aclvistrrs, Mr. I'{ughûs has,over l5 years expet:ience as a co¡rtract. com¡rliartur"r

a¡ld inclusion profbssiorral, From 2003-?016 he worked i"nr Baltirlltlre County os tlte

Minority ßnsiness l:)nterprise Olficcr. I-le has also worked as thc Sup¡rlicr I)ivcr.sity and

I¡rclusion Manager fbr Johns Flopkins Health System wlrcrs his rcsponsibilities included

expanrling Mtlij participation ancl iocating non-locfll Mtllìrs tei hirc locally. In

**èt,ung* ftrr llis ser'vicr:s hs received equity ìn Green Leaf Me¡lical, and on-goìng hourly

fee s. The Contr¿rct between Mr. l'lughes anrT Oreen Leaf is attachßd here t() and

incorporated by $ferencç.

9. Ân.other exarn¡rle'of Green Leaf s comnitnìÊnt to diversity is {hat Çreen Leaf s

elect¡'iciarr for the build-out ol'its 44,500 square foot facility in l;rcderick is Tissa

Fnterprise*, lnc. (lrereinafter'l'BI) 'l'EI is ¿r certificcl Minority lÌusiness Ënterprise ând

WoRran llusincss Iinte¡prise (see http://www;leiconst.com/about-us/certifìcatio¡ts-

licenscs/)" 'fl,l has alreacly done hundre<ìs of tltousarrcls o{'dollars or work on (irecn

Leafs build out prqject, and Creen Leaf anticipa{es spending approximalely $l Million

Dollars with'I"EI by the time tlre project is completc."

10. 'l'wenty Nine llerce.rtl {?-.9V") of Green Le¿rf s ir¡r'e.stors a¡e Àfrican Anlerica¡r alcl 'l'weuty

Six Pcrccnt (26t'/u) of Cireen LetPs investors ale wonìcn.

I si:lernnly af ñrm unclcr the perralrics of perjury and u¡ron persr:nal knorvlcclge tlr:rt thc contcnts

<rf thc forcgoing paper are true,

C}ttlr li4l,:L)lLlAt." Lt,C
llv;
K olclbe r¡1t

Co-|ou¡tilcr tll' (i¡'ccu Leal' Mcclic¿ll. I,l.C
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May 3 1" 2011
llìxecuted in lvlarylancl
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May/31,2017 
Executed in Maryland. 
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January l9ü',2017
Damon Hughoå

Dcar Mr" Huglrcs:

This agfcemçnt (tha ,,Ágrceøcnt') scqs forth ths terms and conditions whercby you agrcc to

$¿rvc on tñ" G.asn i,ouf pfä¡c,ul, PA'LLC ¡nd Orcen l*af Medic¿|, LLC , collectivcly "GLM",

Boanl of âdvisors and pmvide caÍâin ssilicçs m an indepcrrdcnt contractor/consultâflf to ûLM
(Íereinaffcr'Ths CompåûY').

r, SpRYICES

t.l Tlrc Compsny hcreby engÊge$ ycï, and you hcreby åtsðpt such errgagcmenÇ as an

indcpendsnt cÕntmçtor to {ôryo.oll the ûLM Soard of Á.dvisorsn,.and to providc ç*rtsin s*rvÍcss tgïÏe
Cornpany Õn the lörms flnd conditions set forth in this Agr¿cment.

tJ In o*chango for compensttion æ,sct foith in Påfôgn?ph 3

Comp4ny'* Boa¡d of Advisors and to provide consulting ocrviccs fo
tl¡r cre¿tïo¡ of oür minorify diversity and inclusïsn pregrâm"

bclow, you ag¡Þe to servc on Tho
The Company which willinclude

lhs

Wsbsite" snd in olher m¿rketing matarinls). Àll prcss
prior ro being released,

scnt t0 lvtrr HUgheS for nppmval

?.ru.

2,1 Thc lsfirr ofthis Agfæo¡ent shall comgencc as of ttre date s'et lbrtb ubovç:and shðll
c¿ntinue,.fsr a pcdod of nveìvø,P4) monihs. Any extension of ths term witl bs ¡iubjept to mutr¡al
r¡¡¡itten agrrcmeat betwecu the pafties.

32 ln ¿ddition to the compensation listßd in 3.1 Grcen Le¡f Melical agrees to psy ypu (Mr.
Hughes) $150 per hour for up to 5 hours pcr month for diversity, inclusion ¡nd-workforcc
dcvclopmmt cffons for our Fcnnsylvnnia opemtions should Orecn Lpaf Mcdicsl reciivc s licsnss to
cultivate and process Medicnl Cannabis in Pennsylvania nnd in Maryland as nccdcd.

00000.!J¡

3. COMPËNS.AIIOH

3.1 "As full compensation for the Ssrvioôs 6nd rhc riglrts granted to thc Company in this
Agretmøt the Cornpany shall pay yCIu $vfr.ftughes) a fixed fcc of S450.00, payable wittb 14 drys
of tle exccurion of this Agreement, In addition, Tlre company will grant you (Mr. Hughes) t,lti
non*voting participation units sf Grecn Leaf Msdic¡I, LLC stock.

205ó39J. r
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4" RF_LÂr'loNsH{P OF'f}LB PÂB.T!Ëg'

4"1 you ars an indcpcndcnt conrrsclçr of rhe Compåriy, and this Agrccmcnt shsll not bc

consù,ucd to trsåtc *y u,*oai"tion, parftcrship, joint vún$rs,..*rnPloycc or tgsncy rclationship

brt*r*n you snd the Cámpany for any purpose. vou b¡vc no aullrority {and shall not hold yours*lf

our u. having nurhoriry) ro bind thc-compnny yd you-shall nÕt mûkc tny âgrêcmcnts or

rcpresentotioni on thc Cómpnny's bchalf without lhc Company'u prior'conrent.

4A you will rìot be ctiglble to pnrticlpatc in any vacation, :groUp rncdical_or life insurance,

¿¡suú¡riry,-pmfìt sl¡aring o, r.äre**nr úencfie or sny other fringe bcneÍits o¡ benelt plons offcrcd try

t¡p comó¡ny to iu ciriplcy€rs, snd tho compnny r'vill_ not bc responslblc fsr withholding or paying

*y ¡n**r, plyroll, Sosíø Sscurity or olher fedelral, ttsl€ or toçal t¡xcs, making any ln"suranco

sonfibut¡ons,'ínoluding unemployment or dís$ility, or oblalning worker's compensation insurnnco

0n your bchalf.

4,g Tñc Courpany shall not conhol themamef or mea¡rs b¡r which you perfornr thç $ervices,

inCluding but nol limitsd ¡o üe fir4c nnd place you perfufm tlrsscrvic€s,

5" ÊqNFiÞENï¿lLnrv.

will have Ài:c{ss lhaü is keated æ confidcntiel ând

¿rrfstcncs.ånü tcmts of this Âgr.cemcnt
sosrçts, teclnologr, andtrsde

marketing¡ financcs,¡

its ¡tflíales or
any'othcr

00000:Jl

brm.or mdium

5.2 Confidentiûl lnformation oha[] not include information that: (a) is or bccomcs gencmlly
¡vaileblc lo the public othcr than through your breach nf this Agreement¡ or ft) is ccmmunlcatcd to
you by a rhird party that had no confid¿ntíalíty obligations with dspcct !o such inbrmation.

J.3 Notbíng hercin shall be construed to prevrnt disclosurc of eonfidcntial tnform¡tion as rnsy
trc required by applicablc traw or rogutnlion, or pursuant to ths vatid order of Â colirt of compacnt
jurisdiction or sn authorized government agency, provided that the disslosurê docs not cxcced thc
exfcnt sfdisclosurc rcquircd by such law, rcgulation or ordcr. You agrcc to providc writtcn nCItics of
any such ordff to an authorizcd officcr of thc Company witlrin tfrrce if) dayi of rcceiving such ordcr,
but in any cvent sr¡fficiently in advancc of rnaking *y disclorure to-pcrm¡t thc Company to contËst
the order or scck confìdcntí¿lity protcctions, ås dercmlined in thc Comiany's solc discrction.

2056t91. I
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ó. E+clusiv.iUgfsg[yjlg$.

6,1 Þuring the term of this Àgreement you ûgrae not to s.ôrv€ on the Board of Direcrorg,
Advisory Board, or ln any other copacity with any asnfiI¡bis businass in thc Søtc of Mar¡rland or
åc $aæ of Pcnûsyh.unis, other tha¡ Ërecn Liåf Mcdical, LLC or Orecn Lcaf Medicål PA, LLC
wÍùout fbe priorwriflen çor¡sent ofïbc Compqny. You also ngre not ûo pmvide consultíng

scrvices to åriy athcr cannnbii compnny in tho Stste of Maryland or the Ståtc of Pennrylvanis,

dudng thc tpm,of thÍs flgt€çmenl

6.2 OTfmR FUSINBSS ACTIVÍfiBS. Yor¡ m¿y bo engtgeðor employed in nry olhu
bucincss, tradr" pslfession or other activity; provided howcver, that during the term of thîs

Agrêcrr¡cnt ¿nd for30 days añer the term ofthis apecmenl; you will not scrve on the Eoa¡d of
Adr¡isor* or ¿s,¿ Consulh[t tÐ en]' ut]cr Cåmabis Business in the Strilts of Maryland or thc State

ofPennsylvûnis.

7.û GOVËRilrIN0 LA.l# âIIÞ:SEYERASILITy

7.3 This bs oxecutrd signaturc, c¡ch of
an original and ínshrxncnt.

6rc¡r¡
Þa¡o:lll9flAfi

¡ccpHlÊÐ ANÞ AüRËËP:

BY:
Nsmc; Damon Hughcr
Titlcr Dlrccror, Supplìor Divereíty ¡nd TVorkforco Dcvclopmørt Daæ: JånuÂry 2ó,2017

00000.2J1

'7,,1 ThlsÂgrenment:ûhrll be,govo¡ncd by antl conslrued in accordsneð witlr lüe llws of the
$btc cf'Mnryland withopt güi¡g e.ffþct'to nny.cliolco ör coûflict of law provision. Each party
irrcvocabþ sub¡'Íit$ tÕ tlle sxclucivo jurlsdiction and venue of tfie federal and s.{¡to couris loc*ted
in Maryland in any logal suiq option or proceeding arising öut of or based upon lhis Agrcemcnt
or thc Servíccs provided' hcreunder,

72 lf eny lern[ or provlsion of thi¡ Agçencnt i* invalld, illegal or unehfom-eable ln any

Jurlsdiction, such invalidity, illcgallty or unenforçeabtlity shall not affect any othcr tcrm or
provieion of'this Agrcenlent or invalldate or renderunsnforcÆ¿ble such tcnn or pmvisiorì in any
ottcr jurisdiotiorr,

in multìple cauÍterpsrts md þJ fscsìrnile
all of whích togcthcr shsll õônstitutÕ ons

20JóJ9]. r
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A Lf IiI{NA-IIVE MIJDICJIN F MARY LÀND,
l.l-(), ttl al.,

IN't't{g

ttR(:ufr couR'r

FOR ßÀL]'IIVIORI} CITY

Case No, 24-C-lé-005{10 I

Plaintif{,

NAIA I,IE M. I.APITÀDI¿ MÆ{YT-ANÐ
MEDICAL CÀNNABIS, COMM'N., c/ rrl.,

Dclbndants.

DllCLAtìr,\TIoN or GROIVINç*V$NT-U-ßPS, t,LC. DlB14 çROENIIOUSS lVlll,f,lTß.S fi

I, thc undersigned, dcclare or affirm as follows:

L l, Cina Dubbc', hirve personal lurowledge of thc facts containecl herein, I a¡n ovqr l8

years of age ancl a citizcn of Maryland. I arn competgnt to tcstify to the facts contained hçrein.

2. I am nn owner and the Managing Membôr of Growing Venturc*, LLC, dlbla

Greenhouse Wellness (f 
¡Growing Venturcs").

3. Çrowing Vontures is a Marylantl limited tiability company formcd for, a*ong otlr.,

thingl, thc purpose of sccking a, licensç flom, the Maryland Mcdical Cannabis Cermrnission (fhe

"Cr¡tumission'"), arrd tlren, for dispensing medical cannabis for cligible patieirts through channefs

establishcd and approved by thc'laws of lvlaryJarrcl,

4. Orowing Ventures (which is the assignee of an application I Jìlert in my own narne)

runclelstr:od that the nrles'ar¡d regulatiorts of Thc cour¡rclilivc procurcnrcnt werc thåt Írw¿rrds werc to be

rurrrt{e by ¡r blind sclection process and tlnt the selectian crileria were not to be based on ¡¡ny cthnicily

or gcnrlcr, but rather wÊrr to bc lrasec{ on, capability and rJispersion in geographic rcgions; as this

reprcscnlnlion was nratle rcpcaledly by lhe Comntission on its welrsits antl tlrrough its other wrillen

rrr¡tcri lls.
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5. Àny potuntial awartl lry the Cornrrtission of a licensc to entitics thal were 'not in the

cnrnpctilìvc range will urxluly discriminatc again.st the dis¡rensary awardce.s thäl wore iil the

cornpctit ivc range, irrcl udi ng- Grow ing Ventures.

6. .Any coricern.r v¿itJr the cvaluation criteria, cor,¡ld have (and should havc) b*en rnilde in ,

the commsnt pcriod, prior to a eornpetifive procrrcment.

1. l, as ¡he 5ole ûwnÈr of n. woman-ownccl lrusirress, rccognizcd that therc wot¡hl ìre no

set:a$ides,¡.s pà1 Õf tho Col.rrmission't selcction process and äaceptedth¿lt sjtuation rvhen I submitted

rny application; by changing tlrc ntles now, the eor¡rl will cffcctively discount my rì.sk, perforrnanee

an<l rvillingness to play by clearly stated rr¡les and givc other ap¡:rlicartts â preferencc.

8, On Dçce mbe r 9,2(t.l6,the eommissíon is,çuetl a Stagc I pre-ap¡rroval of my applicatiorr

for a,ciÌ¡tribution liccnlei after a rigorous and costly application process.

9. Eeginning in January 20 17, Grorving Ventures began taking sÍeps to become

operntional.

10. G.rowìng'Venturos is now conch¡ding the Stage 2 approval process, hrrving subrlitted

tlio Stage 2 appli*rtion in N4ay 201?; Growing Ventures dispersecl a eheck for $40,000 fbr fhe Stage 2

approval prÕsc$s and prolfers {hat it believss in good faith tllat it wiil timely ureet all requirenre¡rts for

Stage 2 rÍìpprûvãlt¡nd licensure.

I L To tlate , Growing Ventures has spent more tlran $25010úû in pursuit of ils contemplateel'

Slagc 2 appr<tval,

12. Growirrg Ventr¡res is taking tll steps to bcconte operational including lìnatiz.ntion of n

ssvcfi yeãr lease, whiclr will rosult in a long lcn"n pcrsoual lìnnnsial conrtnitment of over $500,ü00,

13" ü¡:owiug Vc¡rlnl'es h¡s hired consìrltants and experls ¿rncl ltas a monthly"truln l'¡rte ol

$40,000 lo becon'¡e operatir:nat with¡n thë express ti¡neline cstablished by thc Contrnis.sìon.

2
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14. (ìrowirig, Ventules ha.s cqrrn¡nillctl signiiìcanl funds of over $100,ü00 to rlevelop

Epccitìiz-ecl training, u¡rerational rnirnuâls ímd prüccdilres and irnplettrcnt accounting systcrìrs lo cortrply

with illl rcgulalions.

15. Gr,owing Ventures may lose, significanf nlonetary invcslment of ovc¡'$1.5M, due to

irrveslors.step¡ting away from a litigious irtúuslry.

t6. Growing Ve¡itures rui losc currcntly comrnitted errtployees, mainly working molhcrs

,and retíred nr¡r$cs rluc to the unceflàinty of ertrployment due to delÂ'ys in the pr oss.

17, As a wóm¡rn busincss owner, and the n:roxhcr of lwo birncial chilclren, my cornpany will

suffcr lrom any rlelay in the im¡rlenìsntafion of a nedical cannao-is plogräm in Marlland. Any

chnllenge to'chc liccn.si¡rg process oreates subslantial uneertäinty for Growing Ventures"

18. Nur¡en:us patients wilh ssrious mcdical issues are awaiting medic¿l eannabis f¡om

Çrowing Vcnlurcs. lf he meclical conrlitions of these pâlient$ ale scrious and may deteriorate over an

unt¡mely delay in dispcnsation of medical cannabi$-

I solemrrly aflïrn under tlre penalties of perjury and upon personal knowledge that fho contents

of fhe foregoing pålltcr âre lruc;

Gl{ÕwtNc vIrNTuI{DS, Ll,C D/B/A $REEN}¡ÕUSA WELI,Nft.qS

Gi¡la Dubbe

Managing Mcnlber
Mry 29, 301 7

[xccutcrì in Mnrylarrd

Ilv:

fub,*

J
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ALTIJI{NA"I-IVI MËDICIN Ë M A I{Y LAND,
LLC, et ul.,

lN TT.Ili

CIRCUIT COIJRI]
Plaintiff,

FOII BAL:I'IMOIì.Ë CTTY

Case Nt¡. 24-C- l6-005801
NATALIE M. LAPITADþ Mi\RYLANT)
MADICAL CANNABIS, COMM'N ., e( etl.,

Defendants.

ÂFF-Iþ.AVIJI OF I{&C Mar.vland l.LC

I, ihe uudersigned, cleclare or affirnr as f"ollows:

I . ï lrave personül knowledge of the facts, contained herein. I ant ovel, l8 years o,f

age and a citizen of Maryland. I anr conrpetent to testifu to the fâct$ contained herein.

2" [f&6 Maryland LLC is a Marylancl limited liability company formed for, among

other things, the purpose of'seeking a license f'rom tl:e Marylancl Meclical Cannabis Commissiou,

and then'fbr dietributingJ r:ned,ical cannabis for eligible patie¡rts through channels established and

approvcd by the laws of Maryland.

3. On l)scenber 9, 2016, Ll&G Marylancl LLC was a¡rproved by the Ma.ryland

þJedical Cannabis Commission ("MMCC') for a distribution license, after a rigorous and:costly

application process.

4, lÌ&G Marylnnd LLC is now concluding the Stage 2 process. H&C Maryland

LI-C proffcls th¿rt it believes in good fhith that it will tintely mect, all requirernents for Stage 2

approvnl ¿urd licensure.

, 5. Beginning December l0 2016, H&G Marylancl begnn taking steps to bcco¡nc

operational,
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6. The Cìontpany has s¡:*nf hundrorls af hours and has ¡:rut ncarly $2 nlillirtrl rlallars at

ri.sk tcl provide rnedicaI mari.iuana tn patiunts irr thc region. Along rvith other licensees, wo lrave

already lrad to overcome tielnys r,vull beyonrl the State:s or,iginal thlrcline. These clelays ¿lrç nût

only expcnsive, but tlrey cause an rrn¡:rerlictability that is very difï'icrút to nvercome fiom a

plaäning, staffirig, construclion and nranrgcment stiln(lpoint. Shtiuld the State furrher delay r:ur

ability to o[rnn our hr¡sinesri. we expcc.t to lose npproximêtsly $55,000 por monTh. Just oue

month of delay be grns to pìrt the conr¡rany in a flrnancial burden .tllat would become difleult to

overcomÊ. This r¡ncertainty also put$ Õur trbility to tìlânage personnel, marketing, inventory at

ffemendotrs risk.

7" Any cltallenge to ths licensiug proce$s creates substantial uncertaiRty for H&C

MarylanrlLLC.

8. I amowner and managing mernlier of ÞI&Q lvlar,yland LLC.
a

I solemnly a,ffirm unde¡ the ¡renaltics of perjury and upon personal knowledge that rlre

oontonts of the foregoing paper are true,

Jaffrey, Jaeo'bson

30,2A17
Executed in Marylancl

2
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.51301 I 7Al.:l'l¿tìNATtV Ii M l:,t) I CIN f i
Tvf ,¡\ llYL.Ä.N l), I,l..C, u t a l.,

l'laintif l.

lN 'T'l llrl

cil{.c{"ln'cûl1lil'

troti t],{t., t'tN{oRIì ct'lY

(,lase No. 24-ü-l 6.{}0580 I

'N,, rrl lll",

as Jbliorvs:

the läc1s

I tìcrilpLruttcs u)/\,

(}t]. ("fu{MCC"}.lbr a

pr()ccss that bcgan

liccn^surr:

8l I trppl

tllroughot¡t Marv l¿rnd.

1. Xi¡,1-1!,l|llSr:9pçltt|c¡...USr\.l,LC subr¡rittcd thc rct¡uired Srry¡rlcrtrental Crorvu'

Lici::lse r\1t¡rlicnli<rn. rrrrrl Su¡r¡:rlclneril¡rl llroccssor Åpplicatitur to tlrc i\,Il\4C(: ott Octtrllcr ?4,
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:{)16. On.l¡r¡¡r"¡*ry 23. ?{117. tlrc orgatrization subnrittc¿l tltc rcquircd $u¡:plcnrentol Dislxnslrrv

[,ic:grsc Âpplication to tlrc Mi\4(]C.

f xuk-rrrtr¡ly rr{ffirlll l¡ndpr llr* þcrralties oi'lxriur,v itt"lcl upol} persortll'krtolvlctlgu {hlt thc

r:rllllerlrÍs cl'lhc lìl¡cgoing ¡r;rpcl ttre trtlt:.

Srrs¿ut Zirllner¡ttln. h''t l)

¡Ji

:
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I'll1' .ì{1. )(il7
I ìrct:nlecl irr Þ1iu ¡'llrrr'"1
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Äl-TlrRNA'lrl V Il MÐD ICINE MAI{Yì,"AND,
LLC., et al.,

IN TFII]

CI]ICTJT COUR'I'

IIOR ßAf-NMORE CITY

Case No" 24.C-t6-0058t1

Flaintiff,

NATAI-IE M. LAPRADE MARYLAND
M.EDICAL CANNABIS, COMM'N., Qí ü1.,

De{'endants.

Affitp"AyJT. 0.ILSIIAB&OIÍ,S.ÂMI'I*ç' "P-SPgIuSNf J,{t$ü-Çllç',MåBY!4NÐ
s,AllTIüüÊB:{$,INç.

I, the unclersigned, declare or afTrm as follows:

1. I havc pcrsonal knowledgc of thc facts containccl hcrcin. I am over l8 yenrs of

âge ând a citizen of Maryland. I am conrpetênt to testi$ to thc fagts sontained herein.

2. Maryland Earthworks, fnc, is an S corporatïon formed fçr the purpose of seeking

liccnsu¡e to grow, processr and dispense, medical cannabis for eligible patients through charuteis

establislred and approved by the laws of Maryland, My s'incere hope as we assemblcd a team of

ethically sound, technical experts, to pursue this op¡ofiunity, was that an average person, such as

myself, might reeeive an opportunity.

I will be brief with my personâl story that is relevant to tlris çase, I am a native of Marylanrl,

raised anong a farnily of 7, supportcd by my mother, a homemaker, and my l"ath.cr, a union

cÉr¡pentcr. Cr¡rrent science fìnc'lirrgs recôntly converted me fi'om sorreone totally against

cannabis to someone rvho r¡nclerslands its importance in treating patíents.

I went to work âl NASA, al 17, attd through much hardrvork, on*the-jolr training. and a few

post-high school cla.sses, aclvnnced to a fairly senior levbl position i¡l NASA as Chief

l¡lfonnation Officer for Earlh Scie nce. I rajse<J two boys. nìostly as a sirrgle pûrent. nncl enjoy a
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modest life style in prince Genrges County. I take sccial justicc issues seriously. and have

¡larticipated in sup¡rcrtting activities.

3. CIn Decenrber 9, 2016, Maryland Earthworks, was approved by the futlrylancl Meclicrl

Cannabis Conlmission ("MMCC") for a dispensaty license, after a rigorous and costly

applieatiort proùess. At this juncturc, wc h&ve invested $200,000 ovcr th$ past 3 ycârs

just to get to this stage. We do not havø o'dcep pockot$" and have exhausted pcrsonal

funds to be able to pursue this opportnnity. I, too, was disappointed to have been

unsuccessful in pursui: of a grow license, In spite of that clisappointment" I acknowledge

the uompetitiveness of this prorum and can see that the growers solected are extremely

well qualified to províde this essential medicirre to Marylanel residents.

4. i\4arylarrcl Earthwotks, is now in the rnidst of'completing the stage two process for its

Ðispensary,, with, Iikely, just enough funding to prepâre our facility. and open. Maryland

Ëarthworks is positioned to timely meet, all requirenents for Stagc 2 approval and

licensuc, Our business, plan and staüìng are excepticrtal and have the elrive, teehnical

abilities, arrd ethi*s ta make-this a s¡¡ccsssful businsss.

5. On Deeenrber 21., 2016, we started workirrg toward opening a dispensilry. Marylancl

Ëartlrworks developed bricfings, strategies, arrd presentecl tc nuntorous investment

groups. It was particularly difficult for a small startup. We have negotiated and are

about to sign an ågreemont for $500K. Wc are leasing a building rit $4lK annually -*

nlodest by many account$--but extr$mely difficult f'or an avcrâge r:itir.en rvho has already

invested $20CIK. Wç are accumulating lees for lcgal aclyice, accounting aclvice"

architectural and plannirrg advice, huilding pennits ¿¡ncl thc like. We ivill nr:t bc able to

simply slop working toward rlis¡:ensary o¡:rening shorrlcl thcrc bc rr dulny. We rr.ill liavc

?
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fo keep working to bc successful at whatever point we may be able to proceecl to strige

two of our licensure. I mtry lose key enrplcryees without being able to p¿ry the¡n a fair

salary,

6. Shoukl ân injunction introduce a lengthy rlelay in procluct availability, we nlay be unablc

to suslain the expense of mainlaining a facility and nrinimal staff, witlroul incor::e.

Intcrrupting or changirrg the compelition that hns gone before this, at great exl?ense¡

personal sacrifìce, ând enormous hard w<¡rk woulcl be a travesty. ln somc way each ancl

every one of the selectees, inclucling turrent succcssful rninority aRd wonr¡n, ownçrs ancl

partioipants, will be impa*ted negâtively-through greater expense or petssibly complete

failure. I{undreds of millions o1'dollars invested thus far will be at risk.

The medic¿l ,benefit To Marylarrd reside¡rts cannot be quantified easily; Since we stårted this

process, I personally, arn awâre of 3 friends with Parkinson's. Their disease progresses

substantially and continuously withouJ even the option to try cannabis, I have two friends

and two f,rientls of farnily members who have passed from cancer. A friend'with csntral

tremof has no åcee$s to this meclicine, whish may be fal more helpftrl tlun tïåditiônal dr,ugs.

A frjend suffers from chron's disease and has begun a trcatment wïth horrific sitle ef'fects,

including the potential shortening of her lifc. Can¡laliis may have helped and kept her from

having to begin remicade lreâtments. Cun'ent researçh indicates cance¡cells may have bec¡:

killcd by the use of cannabis, and that each of the conditions mentioned above r:ray be helped

by the product. Thi.s is not a product only used to cltrll pain and allow people to get high,

tltough it is highly effective in pain rrânagtment and f'ar less harmlul than o¡:iods.. h's

medical uses continue with llcw discoveries everyday,

Delays will ¡:otentìally cause loss of lives and live lihoods

l
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7. Any challengç to the licensing process crê¿ltes substatrilal wcertainty fbr Marylnnd

Ëa¡thworks ¿nd it's lear¡ rnembers. I have worked with substantial prucurements during

my previous ÇrrsÈr'with NASA. I h¿rve thc utmost respect fbr tlie process adnrinisterecl

by the Marylarrd Medical Cannap-is Comnrission, It was extremely conrpetitive, and

requirecl cornprehenoive knowleclge of cannabis, it's procluction, and carrying out the

very corrtplex State Laws to prcvicle criticttlly needed rnediqi¡te to patisils. In addition to

putting tngellrer the expert skills zurd abilities, the conipany had to be able to convey this

lechnical expertise and knowledge in an exceptionål way. I have, âs part of nry fnrmer

cargcr. secn many exceptional companies provide ûutst¿ading proposal*, and rrery

difficult. selections made fronr ¿lmong highly renowned companies l'or NASA

opportunities. In eornparison, I âm highly implessed by Marylancl's process, I didn't

like how long it took to írnplement, but.believe sincerely, that the MMCC worked very

hard to be inclusive aird fair to all. Fees to apply were lswered substantìally, and

i:rdividuals, as well as cornpanies w{:re invited to apply. The dsubls"blind system was

inr¡rlemcnted to e¡rsure applications r.vsre reviçwed strictly on merit.

8. I arn the owner, President, and CËO ofMaryland Ëa*hworks..

I solemnly affinn unde¡: the penalties of perjury and upon personal knoivleclge that the

cöntent¡i of the f<rregoing ¡raper are true.

SI.I SAN,IPI.,Ë

May30, 2017
F.xecuterl in Marv lancl

4
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(ì. N4À[{\'[,:\Nl) Wlrl..l-NliSS r\(-](-'I]iSS l.l."C]{MW^) ìriu lten rvorking tirulessly to

$¿rt¡sh llìo $t$tr's luquirenrents ¿ulcl nrcrùt its pro.jr":i.;lctl openirt¡¡ tlatc irr Sc¡rtcnrbcr 2017. 'ft1 tlatc,

[,1 W¡\ ll¿¡s r¡rised irr c.{cr¡ss ol'$ì ¡riillirur lirlrrt t? irtdiviilurl invcs{ors arrrl lcntjcr-s. Âlìcr l¡ rrrçnths

ol'scarchiug lirr l srrilablc tlis¡:cnslrr:1' looaîir¡n irrrtl scckirtg z.ortírrg approval lin¡lr lk¡rvirnl (inrnty.

?
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Â L'I'F,RN ¡\'ll V f M tiD I C ¡N F: i\4 Å ItY' I-^N ¡ ),
T."|..C, et al,.

rN 1't{u

CIÍìC[JI'f CìOTJII'I'

FOR BALTTMORE CTTY

Case No, 24-C- ló"005801

l'laintit[

NAl'ALtl3 M. l.,AI¡llADIi ¡vf ARYLAND
MEDICAL CANNAIIIÍi, CûMh4'N.. et aL.

Defelrelants.

ÅFTPA}IT OF P$¡rld.ll lt LEÁII Lt,Ç

I, the nnclersignecl, cleclare err affirnt as fbllows:

T, I have personal knowledge af the facts containc¡l heÌein, I arn cornpetent tó

testi$r to ïhe fâcts cor:taincd herei'.

2. Pcake Rel-eaf LLC is a Maryland lirnitcd liabilily conìpany fsrmed for, nmong

,öther things, the purpose of seeking'a lièe¡rse fì"om the Mary.lancl Mecìical CannabÍs Con:missiort,

and ther¡ fisr distributirig tlrough a licensecl dispensary medical eann¡*lir for eligible patienls

tluorrglr c.hannels establíshed and approveclt¡y the law_s-of Mary.land,

3. On Decenrb er 9, 2016, Peake Releaf LLC was approvecl by tlre ¡4¿¡,yland

Meilical Cannatiis Comnrissiolr ("MMCC") f'or u rlisi.¡ensary lice¡se, afler a rigorou.s and eostly'

appl icalion plocess.

4" Peake k*el-eal'LLC is now rvorking tlrrouglr rhe,Stage ? licensing process, I¡eake

l{el.eaf LLC ¡:rotl'crs that it belirives in good fàith that it rvill timely neet, âll r:equirernerrts for

Stage 2 approval and licensure

5. ()¡t January l, 201?, Peake llel".eal'LI-C bcgan taking steps to becon:e

operational.
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6. Peake l{el.,eal'1..1-C has leased späee, hired tlrrce f'ull-time cnr¡:loyees, r:ngagcd

counscl and is othe¡:wise nloving fbrnnrtl aggrcssivcly. "t-hc costs fi;r the cff'c¡rt excgcd $35,000

pcr month.

7. Any challenge to the lìeensing proccss creates substantial unccrtainty for Peake

Releaf I,LC.

8. I anr a Mernbsr and Chairman of Peake ¡¡o¡s¿f l,.,Le.

I solemtrly al'lirm under thepenaltles of 'perjury and upon personal knowledgelh¿t the

contents of the foregoing Afïiclavit ¿rr€ true.

Sask
l¡eake Releaf I,LC

May 3û,2Q17

?
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A T,]:TJRNA I VIi MIïDICINE MARYI,AND,
Ï,ï,C, el *1,,

IN'fHtl

cnìctfl]'couR'f

IIOI{ I3AL:ITMOT$ CITY

Case No. ?4-C" 16-005801

Plaintillf,

NATAIiE M, I"APRÀDF, MARYI,AND
M DICÁ.I CAh{NAI3TS, COhdM'N,,EI ø1,,

Defendants,

ÄrrmÅvrÏ orr LuTÐ$Ey_f}gåçHagsl(I

I, tho undersigncd, dcclarp or affirm as followsl

L I have personal knawledge of the faots contained hercin. I am over l8 years of

age and a ciXizen of Maryland" I am compelent to testify to the far¡ts sontained heieih.

2, PO$ITIVB ENËR"GY, LLC is aMaryland limited Liatrility Cornpany formed fob,

a:ï¡ong other thlngs; the purpo$e of seeking a license ,kçm the Maryland Meclical Cannabis

Commíssíon, and then for distríbuting medicnl cânnabis fi:r *ligible pafients tlunugh channels

establishedarrd approved by the laws of Maryland.

3. On December 9, 2016, POSffIVLi üNIll{GY, LLC was approved by thc

Marylrrnd Medicnl Cannabis Commission ("MMCC") fbr a ¡iistribution license, nfler a rigorous

and costly apptication pfoccs$.

4. POSITIVB ENERGY, i,LC is now concluding the Stage 2 procass. POSIIÏTVE

ENERGY, LLC prnffels tllaf it believes ìn gooci faith thar it will tinrely meet, Rll requiremcnlr

for,$lngc 2 approval and licensure.

5, AfIcr the Business Inlbrmalion liession on l)ecernber 21., 2016, POST|M

liNFllì.GY, lJ,C began taking steps to becnme operational.
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6. We irrnrediately began workirtg on our stancfnrcl operating ¡:roceclures nnd hirsd ¿

lnrrcl planncr to l'ind us the zoning approval neçe.ss¿ry for our dispensnry location. We scoure¡l

additionatadjoining propcr{y to ensuro both patienls nnd cmployees lrave ndecpato porlcing, Our

lense is $4,0ûü pm.month *nd begíns in July, whioh ís when we plan to begin onr builclout.

I ¡ln fcarful that adding any ñuther ilelays to the Maryland Medical Caru¡abis plogrânr

will oause extre¡ne detriment not only to all patients in need of this rnedicino, but â¡$0 t0 lr¡y

cornpâny's ability to provide thern the products and service they deserve bçoause of the expensqs

thnt will occrululate over 9- f 2 nronlhs of waifing fur the progrírm to resume,

lVc have orally confirmecl ernployment of our Inventory Confrol Specialist ancl Clínical

Director, o-oth of 1ryhorn plan to begin work in $eptember/totcber. Àny more delays sould cause

us to lose these incremçnt¿rl members of our teanl.

I àm,the Oeneral Manager end åa owner ofPositíve Energy, I believe in this program an.el

tlrc gooel it will do for patients, but I worqy about waiting:âny.lûnger for this to bo a raalí$.

Itinancially, I canlrot afTold to wait another 6-12 months. I have alreacly allooated a large amount

oli nry lime 1o learn abclut rhe industry and cannabis as a medicine, *rttend cônfeleÍces, as weli as

work on Stage 2 of our applicatiott, All óf this has been wjtlrout com¡:cnsatiou, but with thc fiun

belief'that we would be open fall/winte¡ 2017,

I arn eleeply concerned for the wellboing of the palients*including rny grandparents

who nrc (he rclsrul I dcoiclecl to join the inclusüy. My grandfaühsr has been battling Patkinson's

clisease fix' 30 years arrd is in the f}l¿l stages of the disease, I ani cçnfident that his quality of lifc

will improve wilh nreclical cannabis, especially with ¿ strair witli a liglrer'lHC m CIIIJ ratio.

My granrlrnollrcr sufTers filrn chronic ¡raù cnirsccl try scverc arthritis in bolh of her legs. I arn

2

E 000934



corlfi.d{:nt n to¡rical salve with * l;L ralio would irnprove her quality of lif'e becar¡se it would help

paciþ the incessnnt pain that c{rn$umt:s her: miftl and hindors her Ufe.

Äny challenge to thc licensing proces$ çr'eate.s substantial uncertainty fnr IIOSITÍYE IiNI1RûY,

LLC.

I am an owne¡' and rnanagíng rnember of POSI'IIVF ENBIìûY, LLC.

I solcnrnly affì¡m under the penalties of perjury and upon person*l knowletlge thai the

contsnts of the foregoing paper âle true.

LynclseyR. Odachowski

Bxecuteei inMaryland

Swom to and subsoribed
frefore me this 3$th - day
of 20r't

Public

rl

Ifit
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Al.' I'EI{N ¡\'¡',| V 11 tvltiD I Lr I N [: MA llY I"AND.
I"li,C., ul ul.,

fN'r'ltii

(;IRCTJIl' COUll'f
Pìaintit'f"

FOI{ BAL'I]MORE CÍTY

Ca*e No, 24-C-l 6-005801
NÄ1'A I,I}] M. I-A}}R.ADIi MAIIY1,ÄNI)
h4EDICAt, {:ANNABIS. COMM'N.. e¡ r¡1.

Defbnd¿rnts.

ô {!1p^_v_{ï"or PBÞM¡1jM I\{,$¡}I!)NS O,r i{ABy!-"àND,-rLÇ

l, the u¡:dersignetl, decla¡:e or al{ìr,ln as Jbllows;

l. I have personal krrorvleclge of the lhcls eontained hcrcirt. I am over l8 years ol'

age onil.a citizen of Coloraclo. I am competcrlt to tesiify to ttle facts containedherein.

2. Prellriuru Medicine of Marylzurd, LLC ("Prenrium") is a Maryl¿u:d liurited liability

compâr1y f'ormed I'or the pu¡pose of'sceking a liccnse fì'om the Maryland Medical Cannabis

Commissiono and for distrjbuting nreclieal carurabis for eligib,le patients th.rorgl¡ the medical

cannabis program established under the l¿tws of Maryland

3. On December 9th, zlft;" Pretvrium r/âs pre-approuod'by the Marylanrl Medicat

Ciu:¡lat¡is Conrmission ('"MMCCì") to pursue a dispetrsary license, afte¡ a rigorcus and costly

np¡:lic;ttiorr pï{)coss.

4. Preniuni is now conclutlirig the $tage 2 process. l'rcnlium profî'ers tl:at it

belicvcs in good fhitll rhar it rvill tinrcly meet, all requirenrents fbr Stagc 2 approval and

licensttrc.

5. On l)cccmhcr 21s1,2016, alìel the Organization ßriefing with the MlvlCC in

l:llicott Oìty, lvlar:ylancl, Prc¡rriunr began taking steps l<t become ollr3r¡¡tiöral.

/'
.t/:.'¿-
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ö. ln u¡r sl'i'CIil 1o beco¡rre ilperälioni¡|, Premiun'r, its ilrvestor'$ antJ its ¡rartners have

comr:ritterl over $400,000 in. rcsources to date, 'lllese costs include the securing oi'propet:ty!

consulting, prolbssional service, antl lcgal fbcs land uselzoníng approvals, zutcl other required

stcps to obtain Stage 2 npproval, Additionally, Prenrium has alreacly engager{ prnÍbssional firms

to assist rvith thc engineering, architccture and build'out ol'its retail locatio¡1.

tf the MMCû is enjoinecL firarn issuing Stngc 2 license approvals, tirere could'be delays

tlr¿tt rvould cause sþificant ancl ìrre paratrle har¡n lo Prerniurn's business. Without the ability to

become operatìonal" Fre¡uium will bur:ri its cash reserves at a rate of over $15,090,a lnonth,on

rcal estate anel r¡thcr neCIessêry opel:ationat coqts.

{)¡ the hwnan rgsouÍqes sidq, P,remiunr has cornmitted resources to. r:ecrultihg.unþely
,.

skilled omployees. Fremiunr expecls to pmrvide jobs !b'r âs tnany as fiftèen Marylnnd.slale , .

'''i1j ' ""i :"''1 : 
" l

citizcns that arc nllat risk íf there are substantialdelays in the licensing timeline. , .

prograrü; Maryland patieuts ha.ve been asking f.br ruedical cannabis to tt'eat symptonrs including

seizure,g, chronio pnin, PTSD, glauconra, $rasti¡tg syndrome and severe nâr;seå. Thgse ¡:atients

woulcl be fur{her: delayed in reeeiving the benefits ol cannabis treatments ancl ivhÍch would

pr:olong their sufïbring. 
r'

'1, Any chzrllengÈ to the licensing pracfss and changes in the MMCC-proffcred

tirncline will crcate substantial fin¿ncial losses lbr Premiuur and clelays for tbe thousanels of

I icensetl M ary I artcl t:rrecl i çtl cannabis paticnt.ir.

ll. I ¿ulr c¡lvne.r and nranagirrg ne rrrbcr cll'Prenlit¡rn.

¿
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I solenrnly ti'lirnl r¡nder the pcnnlties ol periuly and upon persunal knorvledgc that the

contents cif: the lbr:cgoing prìpe r ¿¡re tru{t.

Lucas Ramirez
Co-Founder anti Managing Ptulnei:
Ilrettriunr Medicine of- lvlarylanel l,L,C

May 30,201'7
Exscute{l ln Coloraclo
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AI,]'BÍ{NA:TIVE MEDTCIN A MA¡TYI,AND,
L)LC, et al.,

v

IN'|I.IIJ

CÏRCTJI'I'COURT

FOR ]3AI,"RMOITË CITY

Case No. 24-C.-16-CI058û I

Plaintift

NAIAT,II] M. I,AFRADA MAIìYI,ANI)
MEDIC¡\L CAIINABIS, COMM'N., el ol.,

DeTetda¡rts.

asliI}^{vrr {}f, PURq I{ANA, YNBRGY

tr, fhe undelsig¡ed, c{eal¿rc or affirnl as foll.ows:

I. Ihaveperuo¡rallarowledgeof thcfactscolrtainecthcrein. ifimover l8yearsofage

nnd ¿ citize¡ of llennsy.lva¡ria, T am compÈtsnllo iestif to tlle facts contained hç¡ein,

' 2. PURE I'LANA SYNERGY is a Maryland limited liability compâny fbr:rred t'or,

among. other things, the purpose of seeking a license from the ivfaryland Medical Cannabis

Comrnissionr â-od then fo¡ clistr:ibuting medical can¡rabis for eligible p*tients through shennsls

e$î¿blisheal ånd-appïÕved by'the laws of Maryi*r.t,

3 . On IIIICEMBER 9, 201 6, PtJRg HANA SYh¡ERY wås approve¿ by- thç futar.ïlând

Medical Cannabis Ëomn'tission ("MMCC') fin: a distributio:r lioenseo afler a rigor,olrs ancl costly

application procëss.

4" PUI{E IIANA SYNliltGy pmlf"ers thnt it believes in goorl fbith that it will timoly

meet, all rcquircn:ents fbr Stage 2 a¡rprovnl ¿rntl licensurc.

.5. On JANUAITY 5, 2016.Ilulìti II^NÁ, SYNIÍRCY began taking stcps to

becone opcr:ational.
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6. DESCIIIBü S F,PS "|AKI'N AND PRAJI]DICI1 'TT{A'T Wfi*I- RËSULT IIT

ËNJOINIiD; 9.8., thlv¡ltì1'h,lnNT "I,OST . "LllJIlN RA'l'li" OF FUìIDS PËIì MON'fl-I,

ßMPLOY'EES lVltl" BE DISRllPlllll), ctc.

- $41800 JCR reâI. çstâto fees

- $48,000 $4,000/monlh - Rcnl for 3205 irort Meacle Road/PFIS,Dis¡iensary Site, A, dela¡

of l2 ruonths would lesult in $48,000/yr, oIrcnt incuu'ecl while the no procluct is available

ts be sold.

- $¿SB0 Lcase Comnissons, 69lo of,annual lease

'$5,?6û Land leqse, 6% of full lease term

- $4S,,000 $a¡$0Û/month in tlI{LLC staff oosts. ,1¡" delay of 12 months wodd result in

$48;OO0iyr. of employee overhead in.cnrred dpr,ing the l2.mgrrth d'eþ

. $f00 P,f{S Websüe,¡naintenance costsÌ An¡tu'¿l

-$109,940. Subtotal

7, Any challsnge to tJre licensing process creates substantial uncertainty for I¡URE

llllNA svNEl{y.

L I am owne¡: and managiug member of PIJRE HANA SYNEI{Y.

I solemnly affirm undel the penalties of pcLjury and uport personal knowledge that the

contsnt.s of'the foregoing pafisr are t,:ue"

2t17
Ëxecuted in Marylancl

2
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AI"'|ERNA'l'lVÊ M tiDICINB M¡\ RYLAN D.
f .l.C, el al,

JN't'ilü

clRCt.¡t]'Lrot jtì'f

lïOR IIA I.1'llvl{)Rn CIT'Y

Clasc No. 24-tl- I ó-0051i01

Plaintifl

NATALIE M. LAFRADIi MAITYLAND
MBDICAL CANhIABIS. COMM'N.. ut ul.,

Delsndants.

I, the undersigned, dcclare or affir¡n as follorvs:

, l. I lrave personal knowledge of the focts containcd hercin, I a¡rr over 18 years'of age

and a citizen of ÞIar.y.land, I amcompetent to testify tü lhe lact¡i co¡ltained herein.

2. Sor,"lthern Marylanrl l{clicf is a Matyland linrited lilrbility o$nlpâny fornreii f.eiri

arnong other things, the purpose of seeking a liccnse, fro¡n f.lre Marylan<t Me ical Canllabis

Co¡n¡nission; and. tiren for distributing rtteelical canlrabis for eligible patier:te throtgh char¡nels

established and,apBroved b¡ the laws of Marylantt.

1, ütr Decenber 9, 201ð, $outhem Maryland Reliel'wå$ Í¡pproved by thc Marylancl

Medical Cannal¡is Commissio¡r ("MMCC') for a dispensary licenseo after n rigorous and costly

npplication prccess.

4. Southem Marylancl ltelief is ttow concluding the $tage ? process. Southcrn

Maryland Relief proflbrs that it lrelieves in good fnìth th¿rt it rvill ti¡nulv mee t, ¿rll requirements fbr

$itagc 2 approval a¡rd liccnsurc.

5" {Jn l)t:cemhcr 10, ?0llt, Iioutltcrn.lvlarvlarrrl lìelir:f'he¡¡an taking ¡Jteps to

l,reconre opcrat íona l.
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6. i\ny chnllcnge t{-'} the licensing proce$s creates sr¡trnt¡ntial unce,rtainty fbr Southern

Maryland l{elief and its arduous efforts to beco¡ne operational this liall, Our company has alrearJy

spent thousands of dullars to become operalional. Àpproximately l{} ernployees and even ntc,re

privâte co¡dractors will be irnpacted by this delny. Many of our efforts rvill be profbundly impacted

i.f,we are not ¿rllor¡¡ed tû confinue our progress, We receivr nrmerous calls each week ftom paticnts

asking ûbout öur pro¡lress antl when they ean get thei.r fiediçino"

7. I am owner and managing ntember of Southern Maryland Relief Lf,C

I solcmnty affìrnr under the penalties of perjury and upon pcsonal knowledge that the

contenls of tl're fbregoitrg paper åre uùç,

Charles Maltingly

Exscuted ìn Marylantl.

2
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AI,TERN^'flvË MIllllCf Nri MÀßYLA ND. Ll,C, tN Tr.t$
cl al..

Plnrntifi.

1i.

NAÎÀLJË M. LAPftAÞ.Ë MARYLA,ND
MIiDI{'ÀL CÀNNAl}lfi- COMM'N.. s¡ sL,

Dèfend¿ihts,.

C¡RCUI'T COUR]'

IIOR BÅ,LTIMORI CI'IY

Cas{r No. 24-C- 1600580 I

llS{":!,ÀRå iQN OrGrscç Høllli Ðocp"tlC

:I, thèiundirsigned, dãclare of'åffi'rrn as follows:

I I have personal knowledgc of tle faots containeil herein. I am over lB ycars of

agc. I arn compctent.tCI testify to the facts contained herein.

,ä, Græn Hpalü Docs, LLÇ is ê M4ry,larld ¡i¡nird liabiliry sompåny formerl fsr the

:püSOit^Êriôf gcrfi8iiig:ip3tients fttr the'M¿rylrud,il,t¡d¡pslt,CannliÞis through channels esfablished,

andlapprovtd hy'the laws of Maryland.

'i.ï,i,, On lfeb -?01,?0i1d;,,&"een,l{eãlth Ðocs opened tp better s€ruÊ parienrs in ths

M¡¡yìãnal,arë4.

4'.. Deia,yiàg üre ró-peirìäg,of díspensaries where or¡r.pâtirnts can get ¡rcçêss to this

medicì¡e is.utfai¡ a¡d immpr to tþese eufTering patients. We urge yo$ ro rscCInsider rhis acrion

as it ncgatively impacts THOU.çANDS cf suffcring paticnts.

5: Any challcngc to lhc liccnsing proce$$ creatßs substantial unccrrainty for all of

(}ur påtients.

ó, I am owncr ancl managing rncmbcr of'Grrcn Ueålth Docs, t,LC,

I solemnly allim under the penafti*s of perjury and upon personal knowleilge thât the

contents of the forcgoing papcr are lnlc.
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N¿\Mlr
r. ML)

ây 2,9. 2017
[xccr¡te.d in hltryland

t
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NA ME. 
Anand [)ugnr, MD 

”0 
May 29.2017 
Executed in Maryland 
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ALTERNATIVE ÍV1EDICINË MARYL,AND, TN THE
LLC, ef a/,,

CIRCUJT COUR,T
Plaintiff,

FOR BALTIMORE CTTY

NATALIË M. LAPRADE MARYLA,ND
MEDICAL CANNABIS, CCIMM'N., ef al,,

Defendants,

Case No.
24.C- 16-005801

AFFI DAVIT O F Þawn-þl a,r.ie. M e rr:il I l=PN, S DC, Ql\
:

:

I, Dawnt'Maríe Merrill, the undersigned, cleclare or affirm as
follows:
1. I: havb personal knowledge of the facts contained herein. I am
over lSiyears of age and a citizen of Maryland, I am competent
to testify to the facts contained herein,
2. 1, Dawn-Marie Merrill, have been treating patients for 20
fêä.rs who suffer fl.or¡ devastating ancl debilitating illness:es
including cancer, end of lífe, hospice and palliative care.
3" The most c0mmon symptoms for my palients are pain,muscle
spasms¡, nauseä, cacheiia, wasting and anorexia,
As a nufse, I hereby state that for conditions such a.s these, use
of nredi¿al cannabis will help alleviate these symptoms and help
in tr"eatr,nent of their conditions,
4. On a $ay to day basis , as nurses, we are bound by
conventional medications and treatments that one after another,
need additional medicatíons and treatments due to the cascade
of frequent side effects or failure of these modalities to alleviate
pain and suffering. Medical cannabis, offers a natural, non toxic,
remedy, and has been shown to relieve lhese symptoms witlr
minimal to NO side effects. The National Cancer Inslitute has
published findings that cannabinoíds are helpful to patients
enduring chemotherapy. The Amerícan Medical Association, the
American Nurses Association ALL have encjorsecJ the need to
make cannabis available'for medical use,
5" MY PATIENTS NËED MËDÏCAL CANNABTS IMMEDIATËLYI!I
THEIR HEALîH, STAßILITY, AND WELFARE DEPËND ON IT, ANY
FURTHER DËLAY IN THF AVAILABTLITY OF CANNAßIS MFDICINE
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WILL RISK CAUSING THEM "IRREPARABLE HARM," Patients in
Maryland have been MORE than patient in waitìng for safe äccess
to this plant änd if's healing properties, As a nurse, i see the
räVâS€s of disease processes daily inflicted upon the patíents I
have vowed to serve, The very least we can do, as nredical
professionals, is give our patients a CHOICE in control over theÍr
own healthcar.e decisions

I sole,mnl¡r affirm under the pen:alties of pe¡Jury and upon
personal knowledge that the contents of the foregoing paper are
true.

,tnwreu^-uZ*r^¿¡ LP Alt r oú''r/ 4 t&
Dawn-Marie Merrill LPN,SDC,QA,CCC
May 28th, ZfiL7
Executed in Maryland
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GTI I,IARYLAND. L]"C., et ul.,

PlaintitTl^

NATALIE N4. LAPR.¡\DE i\4ARYLANI)
MIIDIüAI- C¡\NNAIIIS, COlvlM'N., et rtl.,

Defbndants.

* TN TI-IË

CIR.CUIT COURT

* FOII" BAIîIMORE CII]Y

Case No. 24-C-l 6-005 I 34t

*

ALT]]RNATIV IJ N4EDIC]N E MAIìYI,AND,
LLC,

IN THE

CIRCUIT COURT
Plaintiflì

FOR BAL'TIMO}I.Ë CITY

* Cìase No. ?4'C-ló-üü5801
NÂTALIE, M. LA,PR¡\DP MARYI.AND
MËÐlüÂL C¡\NNABIS, COMIv{'N., er ø1,,

o*:"ou"t: 
,r¿ i¡ * 

*¡F 

* * *

RnN EwAq, iqprI,QN ro ÇoNSqlIp,{Tp

Proposed lntervening Defbndant, I-Ioljstie Industries, LLC {"Holistic"), by and through

counsel, Bruce L. Marcus. Esq,. Syilne¡, M, Patlerson, Iisq., ancl MarcusBonsib, L[,C. ancl Oary I{.

Joües, Ilsq., Danielle M, Vrnniaur, Esq, and ßaxter, Baker, Sicllc, Conn & Jones, P.A, hereby file this

Renen'eci l\,totion to Consolidate, and in support thereofì slâtes ¿ìs fbllows:

l. Ftolistic hereby ado¡rts and incorporâtils by referencc the ru:guments in its original

þlotinn to Specially Assign, Colrsoliclate. and Dismiss as rçell as the arguments in the N,{otion to

Specially Assign, (krnsolid¿lte, and Disntiss initiall¡, fiied b.y Proposed lnterrrening Deftndants Jarle

ancl John Doe, the Lloalition fbr P¿rtient ïvledicinal Access, LLCì^ Cu¡'io Cultivatiorr, LLCì.

FonvarclGror.v. LI.C, Doctrlrs Orders lvlaryland. Ll-C. and Su¡rlvfecl Ciroçers" L,l,C, ¿rltaclted hereto

as Sxhibit 1.

¡l

{.

*.

+

*
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2' Aclditionall¡', all argunten{s presenleel by the original defenclants, the fufarylarrd

Merlical Cannabis Conl¡llissio¡r, et al, are incoqrorated by ¡elbrence *s if fullv sel lor-th herein and

u'illnot be repeated.

WI"IEREFORB, Iirr the foregoìng reasoils set lbrt¡ and inco4r$rated here, intervening

l)ef'endant, l{olistic l.nclustries, LLC, respectliilly requesls that this Cc¡urt consoliclate thesc tlyo

actlons.

R-EQqE$T rOR A *TEARTNG

Proposed Interuenor, þlolistic Industries, LLC, requests a hearing on this Renervecl lvlotian

to Consoliciate.

Respectf-uIly submitted,

fuf¡ncusßr:NsrB, l.LC B.qxrËli, BnxER, CoNr'r & JoNss, P.A,

6r,ru f /ilor*, /dya ,4t4r/
Gar:y R. Jones, Hsq.
Danielle M. Vranian, Esq.
l2û E, llaltinrore Srreet, Suire 2100
Balt.irnore, MD zfZW
(4r 0) 130-3800
(410) 230-3801 (fax)
g{@bbsclaw.com
¿¡rr@bbsclarv.corlr

FM;
Bmce L. Marcus, Esc¡.

Sydney l\4. Patlerson, Esq.
6411 lvy Lanc, Suite 116

Creenbelt, MII20770
(3ol) 44r-3000
(301) 441 -30û3 {fax)
bmarcus@marcusbonsì tr, com
spat terso n r@;ma rc u s bo n s i b. com

Co wns e l þ r Prop os e d I n Íe rve rt ¡n g Ðeþ tt tl* nt, ll o l istÌ t I ir tl u.st ì t s, L LC

?
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CtrRTIF1CATË OF SNRVTCE

I hereby certify thal on this 3lfl day of'3tday, ?ell7, a copy cl'the foregoing Ren*vecl
Motion to Consolidall: lvâs sent by first-class mail, postage prepaid, to:

Atl o rn eys þ r P I a i * f iff A ll.e n* t iv ¿ f{ t tt i c í n * ll ø ry I a n fl , I ¿ ç.

Brian S. Bronn:
Bnow¡¡ & ErrnlioN, LLC
7 St. Paul, Street, Suite 800
lSaltimore, Marylancl 21202
bbro r¡'n @bro lvnba¡:¡'ori. co m

Byron L. Tt'arnken
Byrcn IJ. Wamken
W¿tt¡¡t<rN, LLC
2 Reservcir Circle, Suite 104

Baltimore, MD 212û8
byro n@ rvarnkenl alv. com

John A. Pica, Jr.
Jol-r¡r P¡c¡ ¿Nu Assr¡cralus, LLC
l4 State Circle
Amapolis, MD 21401

,4t t o r n eys fo r Ð efe n d t n ls :

Heather B" Nelson
Robert D. McCray
O¡'¡-lcg ot; TuË "A"r:otxri' Ct¿xEn¡l
300 West llleston Streel, Suite 302
Bahimore, Maryland 21201
I'leather.nelsonl(@marylancl, gov
Ro b ert. nr ccray@nr ary l a nci. gov

Åttorneysfrtr Proposed Inlervening DeþndnnÍs, Jont & lohn Ðoe,
the Conlíliottfor PalÍenl Medìcinsl Access, LLC, Curío CttllîvnlÍo¡t, LLC,
It¡rwardGra LLC, Ðt¡cfors Orders flføryland, LLC, &. SutMed Growers, LLC:

A¡nold þ1. \\leiner
ìvlichael D. Bernlan
Iì"lrx I N Wu¡Nrn Ltv tNt;sr"o,r¡, i-LC:
?û0? Cli¡rper Park l{o¿icl. Suile l0fì
Bahi more, fuI ar¡"| ancl 21 2 I I
¡\ $¡ei nerlf! rwi I s, co¡n
Ìvl13crma n{@rwl Ls, co m

_'t
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Alan M. Rifkin
?25 Dr¡ke of Gloucester Strr:ct
Annapolis" Marylancl 2 I 40 I

ARifltin@r:rvlls,com

,4tto r n eys fa r PI o int ifl Ç TI, È:l ø ry I n tt d, LLC :

Phillip ì\,1. Andrews
Christopher C, Jeffiies
Sheila R, Oíbbs
Louis P. Malick
K¡tntu¡oN & GRirun¡¿, P.A.
One South Street, Suite 2600
Baltimore, lrif aryìand ? 1 20?
pandrews@kg-larv.cont
cj efliies@k g- larv, com
sgibbs@kg-law.com
I nr al i ck@kg*lât1,. conl

Of Courrselr
Lanny J. Davis
D¡vrs Golnnrnc & G¿lPrn PLI"C
1700 K, St,, N,'ú/., Suite 825
S/ashington, D.C. ?0006

Á t to rn eys þ r F I ai n liff Il{ nry I a n d C u lt ìt¡øt Í o tt & .P ro e tss i rrg, L L C :

Alflec.lF. Belcuore,
LRw Orncus ûF AI.FRED I;. Elll,ouoRIi
888 Seventeenth Street. N.W., Suite 904
Washington, D.C. 20006
Alllred. bolcrtore@belcuore law.coll:

Edrvard lVeiclenlblcl
Tt¡u &'trtpl;NFnl,D Li\ $' I; lll¡r't, P.C

888 lTth Street N.!y',, #1250
Waslririgton, D.C. 2000ó
edrvard @ìweiden {tldl au,. co m

4

Cary R. Jones
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Exhibit
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tsee Docket 85/01
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ALTERNATIVE MEDICINE MARYLAND,
LL,C,

Plaintiff,

NATAI,IE M, LAPRADE MARYLAND
MEDICAL CANNAtslS, COMM'N., et al.,

Defèndants

.I. IN ]'HE

CIRCUIT COURT

FOIì BALTIMORE CITY

* Case No, 24-C-16-005801

HEARING REQUESTED

)F

,ß

ô

1{

>t ,1. r& ô * ù rt

MgTIQN rO CONTTNUE JUNE 2.2017 HEARTNG

I{olistic Industries, LLC, by and through counsel, Bruce L. Marcus, Esq., Sydney M.

Patterson, Esq,, and MarcusBonsib, Ll,C, and Gary R. .lones, Esq., Danielle M, Vranian, Esq, ancl

Baxter, Baker, Siclle, Conn & Jones, P.A, hereby file this Motion to Continue the June 2,2017

hearing, and in support thereolì states as fbllows:

1, On May 25,7017,this Court issued an Order granting Plaintiffs Emergency Motion

for Temporary Restraining Older ("TRO") and set a hearing tbr June 2,2017 at 10:00 a.m. l"'or the

preliminary injunction.

2. Should the prelirninary injunction be grzurted, it will enjoin Holistic, and all otirer

pre-approval awardees from obtaining Stage 2 approval f'or which Holistic has invested substantial

time and flrnds to achieve.

3. For the reasons fully articulated in Holistic's Renewecl Motion to Intervene,

Emergency Motion to Dissolve Temporary Restraining Order ancl Opposition to Motion for

Preliminary Injunction, Viotion to Consoliclate, zurd Motion to Shorten Time, ail of u4rich are

incorporated by reference as if fully set lorth herein, Holistic will be pre.iudicecl sutrstantially

without adequate time to prepare.

E 000957
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4. For the reasons ñllly arliculated in Holistic's Renewed Motion to Intervene,

Emergency Motion to l)issolve Temporzuy Restraining Order and Opposition to Motion for

Preliminary Injunction, lvlotion to Consoliclate, and Motion to Shorten Time, Holistic has a direct

and vested interest in this pr:oceeding which is not adequately represented by any other party.

5. Holistic is prejudiced in presenting and protecting those interests on such short

notice.

6. Moreover, Holistic her:eby aclopts and incorporates by reference the arguments in the

Motion to Continue June 2, 2017 llearing filed by Proposed Intervening Defendants Jane and John

Doe, the Coalition lbr Patient Medicirial Access, LLC, Curio Cuhivation, LLC, ForwardGrow,

LLC, Doctors Orders Maryland, LLC, and SunMed Growers, LLC, attached hereto as Exhibit 1.

WHEREFORE, for the foregoing reasons, Holistic Indusffies, LLC respectflilly requests

tlrat this Court Grant its Motion and posþone the June 2,2017 hearing,

RP,QUEST FOR A HEARING

Proposed Intelenor, Hoiistic Industries, LLC, requests a hearing on this Motion for

Continuance of June 2,201'l Flearing,

Respectftrlly submitted,

MnncusBoNSrB, LLL

(1r,,* f ilrtø*^{øw
Bruce L. Marcus, Esq.

Sydney M. Patterson, Esq,
6411 Ivy Lane, Suite 1 16

Greenbelt, MD20770
(301) 441-3000
(301) 441-3003 (fax)
bmzu cus@marcusbonsib. com
spattersorr@rnarcusbonsib. com

B¡x'rsR, BA ConN & J P.A

Gary R , Jones, Esq,
Danielle M. Vranian, Esq.
120 E. Baltimore Street, Suite 2100
Baltinrore, MD 21202
(410) 230-3800
(410) 230-3801 (fàx)
glj@bbsclan'.com
dmv@bbsclaw,cor:l

Co uns e I fo r Pr o p os ed I n t erv e n í n g D efe n du nt, H o lis tìc In d u s tr i es, L LC

2
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cERTrFr CAllp*o F sERVr CE

I lrereby ceftify that on this 31't day of May,2017, a copy of the foregoing Motion to
Continue June 2"d Hearing was sent by first-class mail, postage prepaid, to:

Atto m eys fo r P la in tíff A I tern øt ív e Me dìcìne M ary lan d, LLC :

Brian S. Brown
BRowN & BannoN, Li,C
7 St. Paul, Street, Suite 800
Baltimore, Maryland 2l2}z
bbrown@brownbaff on. com

Byron L. Warnken
Byron B. Warnken
WanNrsN, LLC
2 Reservoir Circle, Suite 104
Baltimore, MD 21208
byron@warnkenlaw.com

John A, Pica, Jr,

JouN Prc¿ AND AssocrAT'ES, LLC
14 State Circle
Annapolis, MD 21401

Atto r n ey s .fo r D efe n danls :

Fleather B, Nelson
Robert D, McCray
OFÍ'tcE oF ll-ru Alronxny GnNERal
300 West Prcston Street, Suite 302
Baltirnore, Maryland 21201
Heather. n el s on I @maryl ancl. gov
Robert, mccray@maryl and, gov

Atlourcjts for Proposed Inlervening Defendøttts, Jøne &. John Doe,
tlte Coalitionfor Putíerú Medícirtøl Access, L.LC, Curio Cultívatíon, LLC,
ForwartlGro LLC, Docîors Orders Maryland, LLC, & SunMed Growers, LLC:

Arnold M. Weiner
IvlichaelD. Berman
RlrxlN WRTNER Llvncs'rox, LLC
2002 Clipper Park Road, Suite 108

Baltimore, Marylarrd 2121 I
AWeíner@rwlls.corn
MBerman@rwlls,com

_1
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Alan M. Rifkin
225 Duke of Gloucester Street
Annapolis, Maryland 2t401
ARifl<inf¿Drwlls.com

Gary R, Jones

4834-2413-7681,'t. I

4

E 000960

Alan M. Rifkin 
225 Duke of Gloucester Street 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
ARiikin’iflrwl |5.L'um 

4834-24l3-268], v I 
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Exhibit 1

Omltted
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ALTERNATIVE MEDICINE MARYI,AND,
LLC.

Plaintiflì

NATAI,IE M. LAPRADË MARYLAND
IVIEDICAL CANNABIS, COMM'N,, eI aI.,

Delèndants

:ß IN 1HË

* CIRCU]T COURT

" FOR BAT,TIMORE CI]'Y

Case No. 24-C-16-00580 I

HEARING REQUESTED

* * * *

f

,*

*

* ,t rf ,1. *

EMETI.GENCY MOTION TO
DISSOLVE OR MODIFY TEMPORARY RESTRAINING ORDER

ANP. OPqosrrr g¡{ TO M OTI ON IOR PLBLIMINARY INJ.rlli çTL9r!

Proposed intervening Delèndant, Flolistic Industries, i"LC, by a:rd through counsel, Bruce L,

Marcus, Esq., Sydney M. Patterson, Esq., and MarcusBonsib, LLC. and Gary R. Jones, ìJsq.,

Danielle M. Vranian, Ësq, and Baxter, Baker, Sidle, Conn & Jones, P.A, hereby t'ile thìs lìmergency

Motion to Dissolve or Moclifu the Temporary Restraining Order and Opposition to Preliminary

Iniunction, pursuant to Maryland Rule l5-504, and in suppon ilrereol'states as fbllows:

BSI'.SYAIJT, FA çKçR.A P"N II

1, On October 31,2A16, a Cornplaint was liled by Alternative Medicine Maryland,

LLC ("AMM") against the Natalie M, LaPrade Maryland Medical Cannabis Commission, the

Maryland Department of Health and Mental Flygiene, and the individual Commissioners of the

Natalie M. LaPrade Medical Camabis Comrnission, seeking a declaratory judgment and injunctive

relief.

2. Ploposed Intervenor Holistic Industries, LLC ("Holistic") is a Stage I awardee of a

Medical Camabis Grorver License ancl is preparing to be fully qualifìed for a Stage 2 award.
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3. On Jatruary 25,2017, Holistic filed a Motion to Intervene (DE 38/0) in the above-

captiôned nlatter on tlìe grounds that, as a Stage I awardee, Flolistic has a clirect propeny interest in

this action and its property rights rvill be irnpaired and impeded if not pennined to inrervene in this

action in r,r4rich AMM seeks to invalidate Stage I awards and enjoin the MMCC fi'om awarding

Stage 2 awards,

4. On Febmary 21,2017, al a healing on a motion to inten¡e¡le filed by additional

proposed intervening defbndants,¡ the Coun denied on the record l'lolistic's rlrotio¡l to intervene

without allou'ing Holistic an opporlunity to be heard.

5. The Court's Order denying the Holistic's motion to intervene was entere¡l on

February 23, 2017 (DF, 3812).

6, On March 16,2017, Holistic noted an a¡rpeal fi'onl the Cornl's Order denying

I-lolistic's motion to inter,-ene (DE 48/0).

7. On May 15, 2017, during the pendency of Holistic's appeal, AMM l'iled an

Ernergency Motion lbr Temporary Restraining Order ("Motion fbr TRO") (DE 72).

8. Following a hearing on May 25,2017, tliis Couft granted AMM's Motio¡r tbr TRO

"restraining and enjoining" the MMCC fì'onl "authorizing. granting and/or issuing any fìnal licenses

to cultivate and grow meclical cannabis in Marylanci prior to a full advers¿rrial hearing on the

proprief.v of granting a Préliminary Injunction." The hearing on the propriety of the Preliminru'y

Irrjunction was scheduled fbr June 2,2017 at 10:00 a.m.

LEGAL STANDARì)

Ternporary restraining orders are goverïed by Maryland Rule i 5-504(a), which provides:

I ¿\ motion to intervene was tìled on the collective behalf'ol'proposed intervening defendants
.lane and Jolu Doe, the Coalition lbl Patient Medicinal Access. LLC, Clrirlo Cr.rltivation. LLC.
ForwarclGro I-LC, Doctors Orders Marylancl. LLC, and Sunlvled Cìrorvers, LLC,

")
L
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MEMORANDUM OF LA\ry
EXCLUDED PURSUAI{T TO
MARYLAI\D RULE 8-50 I (c)

E 000964

MEMORANDUM OF LAW 
EXCLUDED PURSUANT TO 
MARYLAND RULE 8—501(c) 
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Respectñrlly submitted,

Bnxi'cn. StnlE, CoNNMnncusBclNsrs. LLC

Bruce L. Marcus, Esq.

Sydney M, Patterson, Esq.
641 I Ivy Lane, Suite I 16

Greenbelt, MD 20770
(301) 441-3000
(301) 441-3003 (fàx)
bmarcus@marcusbonsib, conr
spatterson@marcusbonsib,com

.loNus, P,A.

6*¿'sf flar*'o¿, {t1
Gary R. Jones, Esq.

Danielle M, Vranian, Esq.
120 E, Baltimore Street, Suite 2100
Baltimore, MD 21202
(410) 230-3800
(4i0) 230-3801 (fax)
g{@bbsclaw.corlr
dmv@bbsclaw.com

Co unsel for Proposed Intervenin g Defe ndu nt, H olístic I nd astries, LLC

CERTTFICATE OF SBRVICE

I hereby ceÍify that on this 31st day of May.2017, a copy of the f'oregoing Emergency
Motion to l)issolve or Modify 'fernporary Restraining Order and Opposition to Motion tbr
Preliminary Injunction was sent by first-class mail, postage prepaid, to:

A lto r ney s fo r Pl ø íntíff A I t e r n a f iv e M e dí cí n e M o ry I a n d, L L C :

Brian S. Brown
Bnow¡r & B¡n¡ron, LLC
7 St. Paul, Street, Suite 800
Baltimore, Maryland 21 202
bbrown@brorvnb arron. com

Byron L. Warnken
Byron B, Warnken
W¡nNrcnN. LLC
2 Reservoir Circle, Suite 104

Ilaltimore, MD 21208
byron@warnkenlaw.com

John A. Pica, Jr.

JonN Prc¡ AND AssoclA'ms, l,LC
l4 State Circle
Annapolis, MD 21401

14

E 000965



A tto r n eys fo r D efen d o n ts :

Heather B. Nelson
Robert D, McCray
Orr-'rcs oF Tr.rg A'rr-oRNtiv GgNrnal
300 West Preston Street, Suite 302
Baltimore, Maryland 21201
Heather.nelsonl@maryl and. gov
Robert. mccray@marylarrd. gov

Attorneys for Proposed Infervenìng Defendants, June & John Doe,
the Coulitionfor Palíent MedicinalAccess, LLC, Curío Cuhívatíon, LLC,
FonpnrdGro LLC, Doclors Orders Maryland, LLC, & SunMed Growers, LLC:

Arnold M. Weiner
Michael D. Bernran
Rtxlx WulNuR Llvlnc;s'ro¡-, LLC
2002 Clipper Park Road, Suite 108

Baltimore, Maryland 2l2l I

AWeiner@rwlls.co¡n
MBerman@rwlls.com

Alan M. Iìifkin
225 Duke of Gloucester Streel
Annapolis, Maryland 21 401

,t Ili fk i níàì nv I I s. c'prl

Gary R. Jones

15
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AL'|ERNAI"IVË MËDICINË MARYLAND,
LI,C.

PlaintifT,

NATALIE M, LAPRADE MARYLAND
MEDICAL CANNABIS, COMM'N.. et al.,

Defendants

,B {< * +

* IN ]HE

* CIRCUIT COURT

* FOR BALTIMORE CITY

* Case No. 24-C- I 6-005801

{.

*

,k ,F * {<

oRpER qRANTTNG MOTTON TO prSSOr/VE plì MOplF,y
TN,MPORARY RESTRAINING ORDER

UPON CONSIDERATION of Proposed Intervenor, Holistic Indr¡stries" LLC's

Ernergency Motion to Dissolve or Modify the Temporary Restraining Order, it is this

day of' 2017,by the Circuit Court for Baltimore City, hereby

ORDERED, that the Emergency Motion to Dissolve or Modify the Temporary

Restraining Order be. ancl hereby is, GRANTED: and it is tìrrther

ORÐEI{ED, thal the temporary restraining order entered on May 25,2017. be, ancl

hereby is, DISSOLVED [unless and until Altemative Medicine Maryland, LLC, posts a bond in

the alnount of $ the Courl havi¡rg f'ound on the record bef'ore it that said

comìranv has suffìcient fìnancial resources to do so]; and it is firther

ORDERED, that this order is witltout prejudice to any person to request a greater or

lesser bond in the amount that pLelirninary injunction issues. no ruling on such issue being

contained herein.

JUDGE, Circuit Courl for Baltirnore Cily
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ALTERNATI VE MED IC INË MAI{YLAND"
LLC,

Plaintiff,

* IN THE

* CIRCUIT COI.JRT

+ FOR BALTIMORE CITY

,f

á(

,1.

Case No. 24-C-16-00580 I

V

NATALIE M. LAPRADE MARYI,ANI)
MEDICAL CANNABIS, COMM'N., e/ al,

Defendants,

't 'i i< ,|{ * {. * * * * ,t * *

AF'F'IDÄ.VIT OF"I SH GENDERSON

I, JOSH GENDERSON, declare and affirm as follows:

l. I have personal knowledge of the fàcts contained herein. I alr over 18 years of

age and. I am competent to testify to the lbcts contained herein. I am the Chief Executive

Officer of'Holistic lttdustries, LLC and a resident of the District of Colurnbia.

2. I-lolistic Industries, LLC ("Holistic") is a Maryland limited liability co¡npany

lormed for, among olher things, the purpose of seeking medical cannabis Iicenses tiom the

Maryland Medical Cannabis Comrnission ("MMCC"). ancl then for cultivating, processing and

dispensing nledical car¡nabis to eligible patients through channels established and approved by

the laws o1'Maryland.

3. After an in-depth. comprehensive, costly and thorough application process

developed and overseen by 1¡" MMCC, on August 15, 201 6, consistent with its statutory

mandate, the MMCC identified the 15 applicants who it concluded should be granted pre-

approval of medical cannabis grower licenses. Under the regulations prolnulgated by the

MMCC, the Comnrission resert'ed the right to rescind pre-approval of any nredical cannabis

grower Iicense where the grower is not operational within I year of the pre-approval.
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4. Further, under the regulations promulgated by the MMCìC, the Commissron was

reqr"rired to consider a list of factors supporting the application for a rnedical cannabis grower

license. including. but not limited to: operational factors; safety and security factors;

comnrercial horticultural and agricultural factors: production control factors; br,rsiness ar:d

economic factors; demonstrated Mar-v"lancl residency among owners and investors: and the

planned geographic location of potential growers to insure geographic diversity.

5. After the MMCC issued the pre-approval for grower licenses, each of the 15

companies are required to: 1) denronstrate fìnancial capacity to launch operafions and submit to

fìnancial due diligence in sup¡ron thereof; 2) pay the Stage 2 application and arurual licensirrg

fbes: 3) provide confirmation that each Iicensee had secured control over the proposed

cultivation location; 3) demoustrate the proposed premises comply with all zoning and planning

requirements; 4) together with such other operational characteristics and qualifications as rnay

be necessary 1o conclusively denronstrate that the licensee can be operational rvithin the

proscribed period.

6. I-lolistic is concerned that under the current regulations, COMAR 10.62.08.06,8.

if l-lolistic is not operational by August 15, 2017, ì\'flvlCC may rescind pre-app¡'oval, as any

injunction or TRO will not affect or extencl this deadline set forth in the Commission's

regulations,

7. Imniedjately after pre-approval on August 15. 2016, Holistic began taking sleps

to become operational on or befbre Ar"rgust I 5, 2017, per COMAR I 0.62.08.06E. which

provicles that MMCC may rescind pre-approval "if tlie grower is not o¡rerational rvithin I year

olpre-approval.", Irr connection therervith, prior to August 29,2016, I-lolistìc paid the Stage

Two ap¡rlication f'ee in the anror¡rrt of $4,000 and the a¡rnual licensing fee in the amount of
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$125.000 upon notice by the Courmission of the August 29,2016 due date fbr payment of such

fees.

L I have extensive experience in the growing, cultivation and plocessing of

cannabinoids and related products. Given my years of experience overseeing and nranaging

medical marijuana manufàcturing facilities in the District of Columbia, I can attest to the

significant expenses associated in securing a technologically advanced, state-of-the-art

hydroponic medical cannabis cultivation and nranufactiiring facility. Specifically. ordering and

securing the fìxtures and equipment necessary to produce the array of cannabis products to be

o1{ered by Holistic is well over 8 months. Licensees, like Holistic, enter into contracts with

suppliers and manufäcturers of highly specialized equipment and are required to place large

deposits in orderto insure fàbrication or fulfllhlent of the contracts f'or the various items of

equipnrent. To date. Holistic has cornmitted to the purchase and acquisition of fixtures and

equipment for its manÌrfacturing 1àcility in excess of $1,500,000, separate and apart fi'om the

tenant improvements identified in Paragraph 6, above.

9, Holistic has entered into a cornrnercial lease agreement for its cultivation facility

in central Prince George's County at signitìcant cost, expense and liability. The Holistic

cultivation fàcility will be comprised of approxin ately 72.495square fèet of tenantable space

for which Holistic has posted a security deposit and is currently liable to its landlord for an

initialannual base rent in excess of $1.000-000 ph-rs the real property taxes and insurance..

Underthelease,onorprioltoAugust l5,20lT,Holisticistoconipleteitstenantirnprovements

at a cost in excess o1$4,000,000 as r.vellas oblain its medical carmabis grower license fi'onl the

MIVÍ CC.
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10, The Holistic operational plan contemplates employment of 2l f'ullti¡ne

equivalent positions rvith an estimated annual payroll in excess of $1,500,000.00 and l5 part-

tinre positions with compensation estimated to be in excess of $500,000.00 annually.

1 l, In order to finance the up-front costs associated with securing a business

location. installing te¡rant improvements, sourcing and purchasing specialized equipment and

subrrritting the requisite applications and fìnancial data, Holistic has incured debt totaling

al¡nost $9,000,000,00, exclusive of lease obligations, and is liable f'or pai/ment of accrued

interest to its debtholders.

12. At the time that Holistic obtains its Use and Occupancy permit flom the Prince

George's Countl,Government, it is estimated that the new cultivation facility will bear a

substa¡ltial real estate and personal properly obligation payable to the State of Marylancl and the

Prince George's County Government. It is anticipated that the state and county will derive weli

in excess of $100,000.00 per year in additional tax revenue at the time that the Holistic làcilit"v

beconres operational,

13. In adclition to the economic impact suflered directly by Ilolistic as a resr.¡lt of the

entry ol a temporary restrair-ring order or injunction. patients and consunters of cannabinoids

will be deprived of at least 17 dilferent products designecl and intended to ameliorate the

ravaging effþcts of debilitating medical conditions and pain associated with a host of nraladies

and lifè threatening diseases.

14. l^he granting of a'fRO or injunctive relief enjoining operations will cause

Flolistic to sustain Ìosses of approxinrately $500,000.00 per rnouth in addition to its significant

initial capital multi-million dollar outlay to build its nranufàcturing fäcility in order to be reacly

fbr conrnrencenrent of operations priol to August 15,2017.
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15, As described above, the granting of a TRO or irrjunctive relief will result itr

immediate and substantial harm to Holistic, irrcluding, potential impacts to credit làcilities and

loss of enrployrnent 1o its workforce.
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I solernnly srçear and offrrm thsr tbe foregoìng is trr¡c enrd corr¿ct tu thc bcst of nty

knorvledgc, infor¡1¡¡$sx and bc{icf

Housrrc l¡n)ris r nt-l's, Ll.C

5 0 7l.=€

tsy: Josh (ìc¡dcrson

Chiel Err:crrtive Offic*r
D.{l'E
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ALTERNATIVE MEDICINE MARYLAND,
LLC,

Plaintiffì

NATAL]]] M. LAPRADE MARYLAND
MEDICAI- CANNABIS, COMM'N., et el.,

Defendants.

* * .4 r¡

* IN THE

* CIRCUIT COURT

FOII BALTIMORE CITY

{<

*

\!

Case No. 24-C- 1 6-00580 1

HEARING REQUESTED

*

+ + 4 {< )k

MOTION TO STAY PENDING O OME OIi RB,L,A,TED APPEAL

Holistic Industries, LLC, by and through counsel, Bruce L. Marcus, Esq,, Sydney M.

Pattersorr, Esq., and MarcusBonsib, LLC, and Gary R. Jones, Esq., Danielle M. Vranian, Esq, and

Baxter, Baker, Siclle, Conn & Jones, P.A, pursuant to Maryland Rule 2-632, hereby f¡les this Motion

to Stay Pending Outcome of Related Appeal ,and in support thereof, states as fbllows:

1. On March 16,2A77, Holistic Industries, LLC ("Hoiistic") noted an interlocutory

appeal (DE 4S/0) from this Court's Order enterecl February 23,2017 (DE 3812) clenying Ilolistic's

Motion to Intervene in this aotion,

2. Additional proposed intervening clefendants have also noted an interlocutory appeal

from the Courl's denial of their motion to inten¿ene in this matter (DE 4710),

3, 'lhe interlocutoty appeals by all proposed interuening defendants are cunently

pending iri the Court of Special Äppeals. Schecluling orclers have been issued and oral argument has

been scheduled for February 2018. See Exhibit A, attached hereto.

4. Sr"rbsequently, on May 8,2017, an additional interlocutory appeal fi'om a cliscovely

order was noted try Defendallt, Natalie M. LaPrade Maryland Medical Carurabis Comntissiou

("Commissiot't" oï "MN4CC") (DE 6710), rvhich is also presently pending in the Courl of Special

Appeals.
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5. That clespite the rnultiple issues cunentiy pending on appeal iri this case, the Coud, on

May 25,2017, issuecl an Order granting PlaintifPs Emergency Motion for Ternporary Restraining

Order ("TRO"), and set a further hearing on the propriety of granting a preliminarl injunction on June

2,2017..

6, 'lhe grant of a stay in this case is necessary to prevent further action that woulcl

frustrate the appeilate court's consideration of'the issues on appeal and further prejudice to Holistic

and the other parties denied intervention in this matter who are unable to be heard as to the propriety

of granting a preliminary injrurction that will have a direct and substantial detrimental effect on their

interests. S¿¿ Af'fidavit of Josh Genclersou, attached as Exhibit 1 to [{olistic's Motion to Dissolve or

Modify Temporary Restraining Order and Opposition to Motion for Preliminary lnjunction,

incorporatecl by reference herein,

7. That absent a stay of these proceedings, the ongoing discovery process is likely to

"û.ustrate the actions of [the] appellate court" and "affect the subject matter of the appeal" noted by

tlre Commission fiom the court's discovery order. In re ,loseph N., 407 Md. 278, 302 (2009) (quoting

In re Emileigh-F., 355 Md. 198, 202-03 (1999)).

L This Court is authorized to "stay the operation or enforcement of an interlocutory

orcler on whatever corrditions the cour"t considers proper for the seculity of the adverse party. Mcl.

Rule 2-632(a).

g. Because "a trial court may not act to fi'ustrate the actions of an appellate cou1" after

an appeal is 1ìled, zurd is "prohibited" from taking any action that would "affect the subject matter of

the appeal" an immediate stay of the proceeclings in this Circuit Court action is both necessaty and

proper under the circumstanc es, In re Joseph N., 40l lt4d. at 302 (quoting ln re Entile:ígh Ã, 355 Md,

at 202-03).
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WHEREFORE, for the foregoing re¿ìsons, Holistic lnclustries, LLC, respectflrlly requests that

this Coul stay the prooeedings pending the outcorne of the appeal before the Coul of Special

Appeals.

REQUEST FOR A HBA.RJNG

Ploposed Intelenor, Holistic Industries, LLC, requests a healing on this Motion,

Respectfully submittecl,

MancusBoNSrB, LLC B¿xreR,

6** f, /Tt¿u,, a/.o €nr
Bruce L. Marcus, Esq,

Syclney M. Patterson, Esq.

641 1 Ivy I.,ane, Suite I 16

Greenbelt, MD 20770
(301) 44r-3000
(301) 441-3003 (fàx)
bmarcus@marcusbons ib, com
spatterson@marcttsbo ns i b. co m

Gary R. Jones, Esq.

Danielle M. Vranian,
120 E. Baltimore Street, Suite 2100
Baltimore, MD 21202
(410) 230-3800
(410) 230-3801 (fax)
grj@bbsclaw.com
drnv@bbsclaw.Çom

C o uns e I. for P r o p o s e d I nte rv eniru g D efe ndant, I'I ol ìstíc lrt dus t r íes, L LC

CERTIF.'ICA OF:SERVICE,

I hereby ce¡tify that on this 3 I't day of May ,201J , a copy of the foregoing Motion to Stay

Pending Outcome of Related Appeal was sent by lirst-class mail, postage prepaid, to:

Attorneys for Pkùntiff Alterncttive illedicÌne ll[aryland, LLC:

Brian S. Brown
BnowN & BennoN, LLC
7 St. Paul, Street, Suite 800

Baltimore, Maryland 21202

bbrown@brorvnbarron. com

Byron L. Warnken
Byron B, Warnken
WnnNreN, LLC
2 Reservoir Circle, Suite 104

Baltinrore, MD 21208
byr:on(@ivamkenl aw. corn
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John A. Pica, .lr,

JorrN Ptca AND Assoclarrs, LLC
14 State Circle
Annapolis, MD 21401

Atlo r n ey s .fo r D efe n dunts :

Heather B. Nelson
Robert D. McCray
Orrrcri oF THË Atr<lRNev GsNsn,{L
300 West Preston Street, Suite 302

Baltimore, Maryland 21201
FIeather. nelsonl@maryl ancl. gov

Robert. mcc my @maryland. go v

Attorneys for Proposed Inlervenìng Defendants, Jøne & John Doe,

the Coulitian.for Pøtíent MedícínalAccess, LLC, Curìo Cultivation, LLC,
ForwardGro LLC, Doctors Orders Møryland, LLC, & SunMed Gtowers, LLC:

Arnold M. Wciner
Michael D. Beman
Rlrrn Vy'¡tNsR LlvlNcstoN, LLC
2002 Clipper Park Road, Suite 108

Balti,rnore, Maryland 2121 1

AWeiner@rwils.com
MBennau@rwlls.com

Alan M, I{ifkin
225 Duke o1'Gloucester Street

Annapolis, Maryland 21 4Al
ARifkin@)rwlls.çqm

Gary R. Jones

E 000978



ALTERNATIVE MEDICINE MARYLAND,
LLC,

Plaintiff,

NATALIE M. LAPRADB MARYLAND
MEDICAL, CANNABIS, COMM'N,, EI AI.,

Defendants.

rl.
'ß

tF {<

f IN THE

* CIRCUIT COURT

* FOR BALTIMORE CITY

s Case No. 24-C-16-005801

ù HEARING REQUESTED

{.

* fr *

ORDER

UPON CONSIDEIIATION of Holistic Industries, LLC's Motion to Stay Pending Outcolne

of Relatecl Appeal ("Motion to Stay"), it is this day of

Circuit Court for Baltimore City, Maryland, hereby

2A17,by the

ORDERED, that l{olistic Industries, LLC's Motion to Stay, be and hereby is, GRANTED;

and it is further

ORDERED, that all proceedings in the above-captioned matter be, and hereby are,

STAYED pending fuilher review by the Courl of Special Appeals,

JUDGE
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Cou,rt oJ Special Appeals

Robert C. Murphy Cotu'ts of Appeal Buíkling

Annapolis, ltld, zt tol -I 699

çÊEqoRY HrlrorJ

OLçRK (410) 260.1 450

WASHINGTON ARHA 1' gO g.2OO'?444

No. 00040, September Term, 2017

CROSS APPEAL FILED
MULTIPI,,E APPEAL FII,ED

Jane Doe et al.

\{s,

ITdESßTANT
This is how the case nlust
be titlctl ou ¡ll briefs,

Alternative Medieine Maryland LLC et al'

The Record in the captioned appeal was received and docketed on 0512512017

The brief of the APPELLANT is to be filed with the office of the Clerk on or before 07 /0512017 ,

(Rule 8-502(aXl)).

The brief of the APPEI,LEE is to be filecl with the office of the Clerk on or before 30 days after

filing of appellant's brief (Rule 8-502(aX2)).

This appeal has bcen set for argument before this Court one of the following days:

February 01,02, 05, 06,07, 08,09, 12,2018,

IF, DUE TO A CURRENTLY SCHADULED COURTAPPEARANCE OR OTHER

EXTRAORDINARY CAUSE, YOU WILL BE UNABLE TO APPEAR ON ONÊ OR MORE OF

THESE DATES, YOU MUST INFORM THE CI,ERK WITHIN TEN DAYS AFTER THE DATE
OF TT{IS NOTICE, OTHERWISE, THE DATE SELECTED FOR ARGUMENT WILL NOT BA

CI{ANGED,

Stipulations for extensions of time within which to frle briefs will only be accepted if the appellee's

brief will be ûled at least 30 days, and any reply brief, at least 10 days, before the scheduled

argument or submission on brief (Rule 8"502(b)),

NOTICE: Law firm name anci acldress ¡nust be printed on brief and record çxtract,

Maryland Relay Servlco
1,800"735-2258May 25,2017 T1¡/QttË
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Attorneys for Appellant:

Attomeys for Appelleo:

No. 00040, September Term, 2017

MIC}IAEL D. BERMAN, ESQUIRE
ALAN M, RIFKIN, ESQUIRE
ARNOLD M. WEINER, ESQUIRE

BRTAN F,, FROSH, ESQUIRE
CARRIE J, WILT,IAMS, ESQUIRE
IìRIAN S. BROWN, ESQUIRE
GARY R. JONES, ESQUIRE
,BRUCii L. MARCUS, ESQUITi.E

ROBERT D. MCCRAY, ESQUIRE
FIEATHBR. B. NELSON, ESQUIRE
SYDNEY M. PATTERSON, ESQUIRE
JOHN A. PICA JR, ESQUIRn
DANIBLLE M. VRANIAN, ESQUIRE
BYRON B. WARNKEN, ESQUIRE
BYRON L. WARNKEN, ESQUIR.E

GREGORY HILTON

þ*¿Aþtu
ciEnrc6p rHE couRr
OF SPECIAL APPEALS

Circuit Court Case #: 024C16005801R00

May 25,2017
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NÇTTç& TO Af.t CçU$SEL

Your Name and Address ancl your 1aw firm's name, must be printed on
your brief and record extract.

COIVIMETICI,AT/ AìÚÐ COMP{JîETT, FO¡TTS
APPRÕVËD BY THE CÛURT OF" SPECIÁ.L APPPALS OF MARYLAÌ{D
UNDSR MARYLAND RULÞ 8-1X.2 fAS AMDNDEÐ JANTIARY 1, 2016)

The following fonts are approved by the Court of Appeals for use in'briefs,

petitions for writ oi certiorari, and other papers prepared by commercial printers

or computer printers, This list is providecl for your gtridance -- these fonts are

suggested, not manclatory, Be sure to read Maryland Rr-rles 8-I12 and B-504(a)(8)

carefully for requirements as to type size, spacing, margins and the statement in

the brief as to the typeface'used,

Anlique Olive

Arial

Arial Rounded

Book Antiqua

Bookman Old Sryle

-" Britannic"

Century Gothic

Century Schoolbook

CG Times

Courier

Courier New

Footlight MT Light

Letter Gothic

MS LineDraw

Times New Rorrran

tJniversal 
\

S e e als o h:ttpt;// m.d"cwr t s, çt pvlspggpwfulüw q þ ns&J&d
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-t.

å.MÞIIDMÛ:NTS rO WIA.¡{YÞÁ,ND RIJLËS
Effeçtive Janua,ry I, 2016

Rule 8-SO3

(d) Principal Briefs of Parties.,.

Except as otherwise provided in section (e) of this Rule or with permission of
the Çourt, the principal brief of an appellant or appellee shall nol exceed 9;100
words in the Court of Special Appeals...

(g) Certification of Word Count and Compliance with Rule g-LLz.

..,A. Certification of Word Count and Compliance t¡¡ith Rule 8-t i2 shall be

signed hjr lhe indi'ridual making the certi.ficstion a::d shall be substantialli'in
thç follqwing form:

CPRTiFICATION OF WORI] COUNT AND COMPLTANCE

WITH RULÐ B.TI2

1. This brief contains-t¡/ords, excluding the parts of t}le brief exempted

from tJre word count by Rule 8-503,

2. This brief complies with the ücnt, spacing, and type size requirements state

in RuIe B-I72.

Signàture
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AL]'ERNATIVE MEDICINE MARYLAND,
LLC,

Plaintifï,

NATALIE M. I,APRADE MARYLAND
MEDICAI- CANNABIS, COMM'N,, et al.,

Del'endants

* IN THE

CIRCUIT COURT

* FOR BALTIMORE CITY

* Case No. 24-C-16-005801

*

.J< * * ìl {< * * + ,< * :*

*

*

* tt

MQTTQN ro sHoRr,sN,,TIME

Holistic Industries, LLC, by and tltough counsel, Bruce L. Marcus, Esc1., Sydney M.

Patterson, Esq., and MarcusBonsib, LLC, ancl Gary R. Jones, Esq., Danielle M. Vranian, Esq, and

Baxter, Baker, Sidle, Conn & Jones, P.A, pursuant to Ma:yland Ruie l-204 hereby fìle this Motion

to Shorlen Time, and in suppofi thereof, states as follows:

1. On May 15,2017, Alternative Medicine Maryland, LLC ("AMM") filed an

Emergency Motion for Temporary Restraining Order ("Motion for TRO") (DE 72). F'ollowing a

lrearirrg on May 25,2017, this Courl granted AMM's Motion for TRO "restraining and

enjoining" the Maryland Medical Cannabis Commission ("MMCC") from "authorizing, granting

and/or issuing auy final licenses to cultivate ancl grow medical cannabis in Maryland prior to a full

aclversarial healing on the propriety of granting a Prelinrinary Injunction." The healing on the

proprieg of the Prelinlinary Injurction \¡/as scheclLrleci for June 7,2017 at l0:00 a.m.

?. Holistic Industries had previously moved to intervene in this case and the Courl

denied that Motion on February 23,2017, Tltis Courl's denial of Holistic's Motion to intervene has

been appealeci, (DE 48/0).
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3. As is f'ully articulated in l-lolistic's Renewed Motiori to Intervene, which is

incorporated as if ftilly set ftrrth herein, the overwhelming weight of the irarm as a result of the TRO

enjoining MMCC fiom continuing the licensing process will not be felt by MMCC but rather by the

Stage 1 awardees like Holistic,

4, Accordingly, Holistic has filed simultaneously with this Motion to Shorten Time a

Renewed Motion to Intervene, an Emergency Motion to Dissolve Temporary Restraining Order and

Opposition to Motion for Preliminary Injunction; Renewed Motion to Consoiidate, Motion to

Continue lune 2,2017 Ilearing, and Motion to Stay Pending Outcome of Relatecl Appeal, all ofÌ

which are incorporated as if fully set fordr herein,

WIIEREFORE, for the foregoing reasons and pursuant to Maryland Rule 1-204(a), Holistic

Inclustdes, LLC respectfrrlly requests that this Cout grant its Motion to Shorten Time for Plaintifß

to respond to Holistic's Renewed Motion to Intervene, Ëmergency Motion to Dissolve Temporary

Restraining Order and Opposition to Motion for Preliminary Injunction, Renewed Motion to

Consolidate, Motion to Contiuue June 2, 2017 Hearing and Motion to Stay Pencling Outcome of

Related Appeal.

MRncusBoNSrB, LLC BaxrER, BAKER, SrDì-r, CotN & JoNes, P.A.

{h** { fl,ravo* /a¿r
Bnrce L, Marcus, Esq.

Syclney M. Patterson, Esq.
64ll lvy Lane, Suite 1 16

Greenbelt, N4D 20770
(301) 441-3000
(301) 441-3003 (fax)
bmzu'cus@marcusbons ib, com
spatterson@marcusbonsi b. com

Gary R. Jones, Ësq.
Danielle M. Vraniair, Esq.

120 E. Baltirnore Street, Suite 2100
Baltimore, MD ?1202
(410) 230-3800
(410) 230-3801 (fax)
g{@bbsclavv.com
dmv@bbsclaw.com

Cotutsel for Proposed Intervenìng Defendant, IIolìsti.c Industríes, LLC

2
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CERTIFICATE OF' SERVICE

I hereby certify that on this 3.1't day of May,2017, a copy of the foregoing Motion to
Shorlen Time was sent by fìrst-class rnail, postage prepaid, lo:

A lt o r n ey s fo r P I ø ìn tiff AIt e r nativ e M e d íc in e Ma r1t I ¡1¡x ¡1, L LC :

Brian S. Brown
BnowN & B¡nnoN, LLC
7 St, Paul, Street, Suite 800
Baltimore, Maryland 21202
bbrown@brownbæ ron. com

Byron L, Wamken
llyron B. Warnken
WnnNrEx. LLC
2 Reservoir Circle, Suite 104
Baltimore, MD 21208
byron@warnkenlaw.com

John A. Pica, Jr.

JouN Plce eNo Assoct¿rps, LLC
14 State Circle
Annapolis, MD 21401

Att o rn eys fo r D efe n darß :

Fleather B. Nelson
Robef D. McCray
Opncr oF THE ATTorìNiiY GENEnU
300 West Preston Street, Suite 302
Baltimore, Maryland 212A1
Heather.nelsonl@maryland. gov
Ilobert, mcc r ay @marylancl. gov

Attorneys.for Proposed Interveníng Defendants, Jone & John Doe,
the Coalition.for Putient Medícinul Access, LLC, Curio Cullit'øtíon, LLC,
ForwctrdGt'o LLC, Docfors Orders Marylund, LLC, & SunMed Growers, LLC:

Arnold lvI. Weiner
Michael D. Berman
lì¡rr x WEIN¡R Ltvrscs'roN, L,LC
2002 Clipper Park Roacl, Suite 108

I3 altimore, Marylancl 212 1 |
AWeiner@rwlls.com
MBerman@rwlls.com

1
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Alan M. Rifkin
225 Duke of Gloucester Street

Annapolis, Maryland 21 401

A.Ri f k i n í @ rwJ s, cslur

Gary R, Jones

4825-9700-l2fl9. v. I

+

E 000988

Alan M. Rifldn 
225 Duke of Gloucester Street 

Annapolis, Maryland 21401 

AA R5 flgmjflrwlisflm 

482537004289. v. I 

E 000988 

6W5? fljéfiév 
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ALTEfu\ATIVË MEDICTNË MARYLAND,
LLC,

Plaintiff,

* IN THE

T CIRCUIT COURT

*

,J<

FOR BALTIMORË CIT'Y

Case No. 24-C- I 6-005801

HEARING REQUESTED

*

NATALIË M. LAPRADE MARYLAND
MEDICAL CAM{ABiS, COMM'N ', et al,,

Defendants.

* ,1, ô {. rF *.
,jt rt

RENEWE D MO'|ION TO VENtrI

I{olistic Industries, LLC, by and through coutsel, Bruce L' Marcus, Esq., Sydney M'

Patterson, Esq,, and Ma¡cusBonsib, LLC, and Gary R. Jones, Esq., Danielle M. Vranian, Esq, and

Baxter, Baker, Sidle, Corur & Jones, P.A, heleby file this Renewecl Motion to Intervene and

accornpanying Memorzurdun pursuant to Matyland Rule 2'214, and in suppofl thereof states as

follows:

l. On October 31,2016, a Corlplaint was lìled by Alternative Medicine Maryland,

LLC (.'AMM") against the Natalie M, LaPrade Maryland Meclical Cannabis Commission, the

Maryla¡d Deparlment of Health ancl Mental Ï-Iygiene, and the individrial Commissioners of the

Natalie M, LaPrade Medical Camabis Commission, seeking a declaratory juclgment a:rcl injurctive

reliel-.

Z. Proposed intervenor Holistic Inclustries, LLC ("[Iolistic") is a Stage 1 awardee of a

MerJical C¿mabis Grou,er License and is preparing to be ñllly qualified for a Stage 2 awarcl.

3, On January 25,2017, [-lolistic f:iecl a lvlotion to lntervette (DE 38/0) in the above'

captiolecl maler on the grogncls that, as a Stage I ar,vardee, lìolistic has a direct property interest in

this action alld its property rights will be irnpairecl arrd impeded if not pemiitted to itrten¡ene in this
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acfiolr in r.l'hich AMM seeks to invaliclate Stage 1 awards and enjoin the lvfMCC from awarding

Stage 2 awards.

4, On February 21,2A17, at a hearing on a motion to interverie filed by additional

proposecl intervening defendants,l the Court denied on the record Holistic's motion to interyene

without allowing Holistic an opportunity to be heard.

5, The Court's Order denying the Holistic's motion to intervene was entered on

February 23,2017 (DE 38/2),

6. On Malch 16, 2A77, Holistic noted a¡r appeal f¡om the Coul's Order denying

Ilolislic's motion to interyene (DE 48/0).

7. On May 15, 2017, dru'ing the pendency of Holistis's appeal, AMM filed an

Emergency Motion for Temporary Restrainirrg Order ("Motion for TRO") (D8 72).

8. Following a hearìng on May 25,2017, this Courl granted AMM's Motion for TRO

"restraining and enjoining" the MMCC ûom'oauthorizing, granting and/or issuing any final licenses

to cultivate and grow medical cannabis in Maryland prior to a full adversarial hearing on the

propriety of grantÍng a Preliminary Injrurction." The hearing on the prcpriety of the Pr"eiirninary

Injunction was scheciuled for Jrme 2, 2017 aT.10:00 a.m.

9. As a result of the TRO, and in the event a preliminary injunction is grantecl,

Holistic's ability to protect its properly rights and its vested inter"est in a Stage 2 award will be

irnpaired and impeded. Rule 2-214^

10. That the MMCC cloes not adeqr.rately represent the interests of Holistic on the merils

of the litigatiori, much less c¡n the issue of injunctive relief which turns on an evaluation of four

factors inclucling tire balance of the equities, i,e., whether mote haun woulc1 be sLrflèred to the

lA ¡notion to intervene was filed on the collective behalf of proposed intervening de{ènclants Jane and John Doe, the

Coaljtion for Patient Mediclnal Access. LLC, Curio CL¡ltivation, LLC, FonvarclGro LLC, Doctors Ot'dcrs lvlarylancl,

LLC, and Sunl\4cd Growers. LLC.

2
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rnoving pafiy if the injunctive relief were denied th¿ur would be suffered by the non-moving party if

the request were granted. The MMCC is unable to adequateiy represent Holistic's interests in this

arralysis because the MMCC, as the agency achninistering anri irnplementing the medical cannabis

pïogram, is unable to sufTiciently quantify or otherwise demonstrate the hatm that will result to

MMCC if injunctive relief is granted in order to show that the balance of the equities favors the

MMCC.

1 1, Indeed, at the May 25,2017 hearing on AMM's Motion for TRO, the Court noted

that the Stage I aq'arclees were not parties ancl prevented the Commissiolt fìom addressing the harm

to the non-party Stage 1 awardees. Thus, the Court itself detennined that the Commission coulct not

aclequately represent the Stage I awardees like Holistic'

12. The brunt of this harm afTected by enjoining the MMCC licensing process is

sustained by the Stage 1 awardees like Holistic who have reliecl on and abided by the MMCC

regulations, which carry the force of law, in expending signifìcant time and resources in order to

qualify for the Stage2 awarcl. The hann that will be sutTereclby Hoiistic as a result of the TRO and

frufher injunctive relief is substantial ancl greatly alters the evaluation of the factors considered in

cletermining whether injunctive relief is appropriate, specitìcally with regard to the balance of the

equities.

13. The hamr to be sullèred by Holistic as a result of the lRO and grant of zury

preliminary injunction will be signifrcant, reflectirig the time ¿urd resources expertded thus far ill

reliance on the MMCC regulations, See Affidavit of Josh Genclerson, attacheci as Exhibit I to

Emergency Motion to Dissolve Temporary Restraining Order ancl Opposition to Mcition fbr

Preliminary Injunction.

J
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14. In stalk oontrast to the figures set fonh in the Genderson Alfrdavit, and as lirther

eviclence of the Commission's inabiiity to represent Ilolistic's interest adequately, the Commission

tàiled or was rurable to quantiS the hann to the Comrnission as a result of the TRO zurd thus led the

Court to establish a nominal bond of $100.00.

15. The Corul's analysis of the baiance of the equities would have been diametrically

different had the Court been presented with and considered the evidence of the harm to llolistic as a

result of'the TRO, which would greatly outweigh the speculative, hypothetical ham AMM alleges

it witl sustain absent injunctive relicf. AMM was not even ranked in the top 25 according to RESI,

so to say that the hann to AMM is hypothetical and speculative is generous.

16. As a Stage I awardee in full compliance with all regulations rcquired in orcler to

qualify fbr Stage 2 approval, which is ilnminently expected, I{olistic has a direct property interest in

this action and its property rights and ability to protect those rights will be atTirmatively impaired,

impeded, and altogether foreclosed if it is not pemritted to interuene.

17. As evidenced by the entry of a TRO, and the appeal f'rom the denial of Holistic's

first motion to intervene, the continued fhilure to include Holistic in the above-captioned matters

would be contrary to the interests ofjudicial efficiency and the avoidance of piecemeal litigation,

18. This motion is tinely in that it is a renewed request for intervention hrst sought in

.Ianuary 2017, and is being filed in direct response to the Coru't's Order granting a Temporary

Restraining Order providing, as required by Maryland Rule 15-504(Ð, that "a party or person

affectecì by the orcler may apply for modification or clissolution of the oLder. . . ."

19, Ftulhemrore, intewention by Holistic will not unduly delay or prejuclice the

acijudication of tlie rights of the original irarties, as all original parties iile on notice of Holistic's

interest ancl position in the above-ctrptionecl litigation, ancl Holistic is prepared to llarticipate in the

4
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lrearirrg on Jture 2,2011, thus resulting irr no unclue delay on the cletermination of the propriety of

granting a Preiirninary Injunction.

WHHREFORE, for the foregoing reasons, Holistic lndustries, LLC respectîully reqriests

that this Coul grant I{olistic lndustries, LLC leave to intelene as defendants in the above-

captioned matters.

B$,OVEST FOII,A,,HBARING

Proposecl lntervenor, Holistic Industries, LLC, requests a hearing on this Renewed Motion.

R.espectfully submitted,

M¡,ncusBoNSIB, LLC Bexrun, BAKETì, SIDLË, ConN & Joi.tcs. P.A.

Ør"& {. {hu,r'*, /øw I
Bruce L, Marcus, Esq,

Syclney M, Patterson, Esq,

6411 lvy Lane, Suite 1 l6
Greenbelt, MD 20770
(301) 441-3000
(301) 441-3003 (fax)
bmarcus@marcusbonsib.com
spatterson@marcusbonsib. com

Gary R, Jones, Esq.

Danielle M. Vranian, Esq.
120 E. Baltimore Street, Suite 2100
Baltimore, MD 21202
(4r0) 230-3800
(410) 230-3801 (fax)
grj@bbsclaw.com
dmv@bbsclaw.com

C o tuts e I fo r P r op o s e d I nt e rv e ru ín g D efe n da n t, H o I Ís tic I nrl us tr ies, LL C
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CE.RTIF'IC OF'SERVICE

I heleby certify that on this 3l't day of May,2017, a copy of the foregoing Renewed

Motion to Intervene TVas sent by first-class mail, postage prepaid, to:

Attorneys for Pløitrtiff Alternative Medicine Maryland, LLC:

Brian S. Brown
BnowN & BnnnoN, LLC
7 St. Paul, Street, Suite 800
Baltimore, Maryland 21202
bbrown@brownbanon. com

Byron L. Warnken
Byron B. Warnken
W¡nnrpN, LLC
2 Reservoir Circle, Suite 104

Baltimore, MD 21208
byron@wamkenlaw.com

John A. Pica, Jr,

Joi-rN Ptc¡ nruo Assoclelps, LLC
14 State Circle
Annapolis, MD 21401

Atto r n ey s fo r D efo n dønts :

Heather B. Nelson
Robert D. McCray
Orrrcp or.- THE A'rronNuv GrNEnal
300 West Preston Street, Suite 302

Baltimore, Maryl a.ncl 21 20 1

Heather. n elsonl @maryi and. gov
Robed,mccray@m aryland. gov

Attorneys for Proposed Intervening Defendants, June & John Doe,

the Coalítion for Putíent Medìcinnl.4,ccess, LLC, Curìo Cultivatíott, LLC,
ForwardGt'o LLC, Doctors Orders Marylønd, LLC, & StmMed Growersn LLC:

Arnold M. Weiner
MichaelD. Berman
RiprcrN WUNER LrvtNcs'l-oN, LLC
2002 Clipper Park Road, Suite 108

Baìtimore, Marylald 2121,1

AWeiner@rwils.com
MBeular-r@rwiIs,con
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Alan M, Rifkin
225 Duke of Gloucester Street
Annapolis, Maryland 2l4}l
ARitkjül@ruüs,ssln

Gary R. Jones

7
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Alan M. Rifldn 
225 Duke of Gloucester Street 

Annapolis, Maryland 21401 

Mkmywl 13,9911] 

”WI/1 
Gary R. Jo'r'les 
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AI,,TERNATIVE MEDICINE MAITYLAND,
LLC,

PlaintifTì

NATALIE M, LAPI{ADË MARYLAND
MEDICAL CANNABIS, COMM'N., et al.,

Defèndants.

* IN THE

rf

:t

*

{r

ô

CIRCUIT COUR'T

FOR BALTIMORE CITY

Case No, 24-C-16-00580 I

* * ,Jr * ¡k
"v,

{. *

o_&I) ER ç Bd. NTI ry G B.gl{ 4WEq.M p.T,I I N I!t- ¡ i.\.TH B Y E Nn

UPON CONSIDERATION of Proposed Intervenor, Holistic Industries, LLC's Renewed

Motion to Intervene, it is this

Baltimore City, hereby

day of 2017,by the Circuit Court for

ORDERED, that the l{enewed Motion to Interene filed by I{olistic Industries, LLC, be

ancl hereby is GRAN'fED; ancl it is further

ORDERED, that l{olistic Industries, LLC be and hereby is an NTERVENING

DEFENDANT in the above-captioned matters.

JUDGE, Circuit Court for Baltimore City

Copies to:
All counsel of recotd
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ALTERNATTV g MEDICINE MARYLAND,
LLC,

IN'fi{Ë,

CIICUIT COURT
Plaintifl

FOTI BALTIMORE C1TY
v

Case No. 24-C-16-00580 I

NATALIS M. LAPRADE M-ARYI-AND
MEDICAL CANNABIS COMM'N,, ct ctl,,

Def'sndants.

NOTICE Or WITHDRÀ,IV,AI tF ÁPPE/LRAI\{ÇI

The ¡ndersigned Connsel, Álan Ri{tin, Arnold Weiner, Míchaet Berman, and the law firm

of Ri{kin Vy'einer, Livingston , LLC withdraw their appearânco as counssl for ¡*orwardGro, LLC.

Altemative counsel have entered atr appearânce for iîorwardtro, LLC.

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED,

Arnold M,
Michael D, Bprman
RIFKTN $/SINER LIVTNCSTON, I,LC
2t02 Clþper Park Road, $uíte 108

Baltimore, MD.212ll
AWeiner@rwllaw,com
MBerman@rwllaw.com
(410) 769-8080 Telephone
(410) ?69-SBl 1 Faôsimile

Alan M. Rifkin
RIFKIN $IEINER TTVINGSTON, LLC
225 þuke uf Gloucester Street

Annapolis, MD 21401
ARifkin@rwllaw.com
(4 I 0) 269-5066 Telephone
(41 0) 269- I 235 Facsirnile

,4 t t rt r n e ys /it r P r o p o s e d I nle r v e n i n & D e./ e ntl u nÍ.r
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CNI{TIFTÇ$3ü OT SNßYTPq

I HEREBY ocrtify that on this 3l't day of May,201.7, a çopy of the lbregoing wns sered;

by first class mail, postage prepaid, and via etlail, on:'

Heather B. Nelson
Roberl D. McCraY

l{ealher.nelson 1 @rnaryland" gov
Ro bert. mccraY@m af Yl ancl. gov
Office of the ATtorney Ceneral

Maryland Ðepartment of Flealth & Mental l-lygiøne

300 Vfest Pl'eston Street, Suite 302
Baltimore, Matyland 2\2AI

.4 t t a r neys fo r I) elë ndunt s

Syron L ,Wamken
Byron B. Warnken

lVarnken, LLC
lV¡nh¡xuN, LLC

2 Reservoir Circle, Suite 104

Baltimore, Marylgd ?12A8

John A. Pica, Jr.

Jonn P¡c¡ ¿Np Assocl¡res; LLC
14 Stato Circle

Annapolis, MD 2l4tl

Ilrian S. Br<¡wn

Christopher'[, Casciano
ISRowN & B¿RRo¡¡, LLC

7 St. Paul Street, Suite 800
Baltimore, Maryland 21202

Å ttorneys þr I Iø int iff Ah e r nøl iv e Me di cine Maryl and, LI'C

l'hillip M. Andrews
Cirristopher C. Jeffi ies

Shcila R. Gibbs
Louis P. Malick

Kramon & Graham, P.A.
One Soulh Street

2
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fjuite 2600
Baltimore, Maryland 21202

pandrews@kg-law.com
cjetïries@kg-Iaw.com
sgibbs@kg-law.com
lnralick@kg-law.cotn

(41 û) 752'6ü30 Telephone
(41 0) 539- 1269 FacsÌmile

A tt or neys .for P lainlif.f GT I Mar:ytand, LLC

Alfred F. Bslcuore
Law CIffÌses of Alfred F. Helcuore

888 Seventeenth Street, N.W., Suiß9A4
Washingtr:n, D,C' 20006

Alfred. bçl cuore@belpuorelaw. ocm

Ed{vard'ffeiden eld
Thc Weidenfeld Law Firm, P.C.

St¡eeti{"W- #1250
Washington, D.C.20006

Åttorneyþr Pla'intiff Maryland Cuttlvatlon &, Praaessin$, LLC

Erucs L. Marcus
Sydney M, Patterson

541[ Ivy Läne, Suite I 16

Greenbelt, NID 2A71A
(301) 441-3000

(301) 441-3003 (fax)
brnarcus@marcusbonsib.com'

spattersbn@nrarcusbonsi b, com

Å,norneys for Prr:pa,tecl In¡ervening Deþndant, Ílolistte fitdustries, LLC

Paul D. Bekman
300 V/ Pratt Strect #450
Baltimoreo MD 21201

(410) 539-6633
bekrnan@bmal awfirm. com

Iìobert B. Schuhnan
Schulnran, Flershfield & Gilde¡r, P.A.

888 I

3
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One Ëast Pratt Street
Suite 904

Baltimore, MÞ 2l?02
4i0-3324850

rbs@ehg-legal,eom
A t t o r neys fø r P r" opo s e d :[nt e rv: e no r, T e m e.r cal W eJ I ne;r,t

lra Kasdan
Allan V/çine¡
Bezalel'Stem

JosephD. W.fton
Kelley Þr¡ie,&'Tfarren LLF

3050 K StrûetNW#400
'Washington, DC 20007

{ä02) 344.840CI
Drye.com

,rQm.

Attorneys for Praposed Intervenar, Fatv ardãro

Miolael D, Bs¡¡¡¿s¡.
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ALTERNATIVE MEDICINE MARYLAND,
LLC,

Plaintiff,

NATALIE M. LAPRADE MÄRYLAND
MEDICAL CANNABIS COMMISSION, et ø/.,

IN THE
n?!ì

CIRCUIT COUR; 
.,

FOR

BALTIMORE CITY

Case No.: 24-C-16-005801

v

Defendants.

PLAINTIFF' ü BENCH MEMORAIYDUM

Now comes the Plaintifl Alternative Medicine Maryland, LLC, by undersigned counsel,

filing this Bench Memorandum, and in support thereof states thatl:

I. INTRODUCTION

On May 25,2077,after hearing arguments fiom the parties, this Honorable Court issued a

Temporary Resfraining Order,2 ordering, itt p*t, as follows:

that Defendants, the Natalie M, LaPrade Maryland Medical Cannabis

Commission, et al., including their agents, servants and/or employees, are hereby

RESTRAINED and ENJOINED from authorizing, granting and/or issuing any

final licenses to cultivate and grow medical cannabis in Maryland prior to a full
adversarial hearing onthe propriety of granting Preliminary Injunction'

Temporary Reshaining Order (Ex. 5). ln addition, the Court set this matter in for a "full

adversarial hearing on the on the propriety of granting a Preliminary Injunction" on June 2,2017.

I Plaintiffincorporates all arguments advanced in all its previous filings and at the May 25,2017

hearing as if ipecifically ituted herein. In particulal, in response to PlaintifPs in-depth

allegat-ions, Defendant has asserted "broad publicity" was sufficient to satisff its legislative

mandate. However, Plaintiff notes that Defendant has not even been able to prove its own

narrative that "broad publicity" succeeded in actively seeking racial and ethnic diversity when

licensing medical cannabis growers.
2 A copy of the transcript from the hearing is attached hereto as (Ex. 3).

1
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et seq. Amongst many other things, the enabling legislation created the Commission and tasked

the Commission with overseeing Maryland's Medical Cannabis Program.

One of Commission's tasks is to license medical cannabis growers, and in doing so, tÏe

legislature required it "[a]ctively seek to achieve racial, ethnio, and geographic diversity when

licensing medical cannabis growers." Md. Code Ann., Health-Gen. $ l3-3306(9XÐ(1). Plaintiffis

a Maryland LLC that is majority owned by a racially diverse minority and was denied the iszuance

of a medical cannabis gower's license. Amongst other things, Plaintiff asserts that the Commission

failed to follow its legislative mandate because it admittedly failed to "actively seek to achieve

racial and ethnic diversity when licensing medical carurabis growers."

Plaintiffdirects the Court to the language of the very next section of the enabling legislatioq

which in stark contast to the "actívely seek to achíeve" requirement for racial and ethnic diversity,

requires the Commission simply to "encourage" applicants who qualify as minority business

enteqprises. Md. Code Ann., Health-Gen. $ l3-3306(9xi)(2). Under basic rules of statutory

constuction, the legislanue intended the Commission to do more with regard to potential *racially

and ethnically''diverse applicants than it did $rith regard to applicants who may qualify as minority

business enterprise.

III. DEX'ENDANT'S X'AILURE TO FOLLOTV TIIE LAW

Plaintitr has conducted depositions of five witnesses, all of whom would have personal

knowledge of any efforts by Defendant to actively seek to achieve raciai and ethnic diversity when

licensing medical cannabis growers. None of these witnesses have testified that the Commission

complied with the law, nor has Defendant produced any evidence that it did so.3

3 Additionally, in its Complaint, Plaintiff alleged "The Commission failed to request additional
advice from the Attorney General about whether and how to conduct the requisite "disparity
study" mentioned in the AG's letter. The AG has since (1) publicly admonished the Commission

a
J
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process is permanent, while Defendant, once the flaws in the process are corrected, will be

permitted to issue medical cannabis grower's licenses. In other words, Defendant's

inconvenience can be remedied simply by following the law, while without intervention of this

Honorable Court, Plaintiffs inconvenience is permanent. Furthermore, as discussed supra,

should a Prelimina¡y Iqiunction be issued, Plaintiff has requested an expedited Scheduling Order

and a short tial date. Third, if the licensing process is not halted, Plaintiff would suffer

substantial, ineparable harm "because the Plaintiff would be shut out of the carmabis growing

industry for a signiñcant period of time without an opportunity to have the Court intervene to

review the licensing prooess." ((Ex. 3 at37), Finally, with regard to the fourth factor concerning

the public interest, this Court has ruled that the public interest at issue is ensuring the

Commission follows the law, not the speed at which medical cannabis is made available to the

public. (8x.3 at 38).

Thus, as this Court has previously noted, Plaintiff has satisfied all four of the Armacost

factors. Therefore law and equity favors issuance ofthe requested injunctive relief,

V. FOR\ryARDGRO, LLC

In its Order, this Honorable Court invited ForwardGro, LLC (the only entity issued a final

license) to argue at the hearing on the preliminary injunction solely on the issue of whether its

license should be suspended pending full resolution of this matter. (Ex. 3 tt 39). It is PlaintifPs

position thæ the entire licensing process, including but not limited to the issuance of pre-approvals

and the final license issued to Frowardfüo was conducted in derogation of the law and was

conducted in an arbitary, capricious, and/or unconstitutional manner and that therefore, all pre-

approvals are invalid. It follows that if the pre-app¡oval FrowardGro received is invalid, then its

licenses is also invalid. Given this inescapably logical conclusion, Plaintiff respectfully requests that

t0
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
FOR BALTIMORE CITY, MARYLAND

ALTERNATIVE MEDICINE
MARYLAND LLC,

Plaintifl,

V

Case No. 24-C-16005801
Hon. Barry G. Williams

NATALIE M. LAPRADE MARYLAND
MEDICAL CANNABIS, COMM'N, ET

al.,

Defendants.

NOTIçE OF 4'PPEARANCE Or NEW COUNSEL

Pursuant to Maryland Rule 2^I3l(c), undersigned counsel hereby provide this

Honorable Court notice that ForwardGro, LLC ("ForwardGro") has retained them to

replace its former litigation counsel as counsel of record in this matter'

On May 25,2017,ForwardGro's prior litigation counsel received notice by email

from the Court's clerk inviting ForwardGro "to briefly algue at the Preliminary Injunction

Hearing scheduled for June 2,2017 at 10:00am in Courtroom 5288, only on the issue of if

the preliminary Injunction is granted whether or not the license issued to ForwardGro, LLC

should be suspended." Exhibit A (attached hereto) (hereafter the "May 25 Email")' Unless

instructed otherwise by the Court, undersigned counsel will appear at the June 2,201J

preliminary Injunction Hearing scheduled by the Court on behalf of ForwardGro for the

pulpose set forth in the aforementioned email'
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Maryland Rule 15-505(a) states: 'oA court may not issue a preliminary injunction

without notice to all parties and an opportunity for a full adversary hearing on the propriety

of the issuance." As the Maryland Rules only contemplate "parties" to an action being able

to participate in a "hearing on the propriety of the issuance" of a preliminary injunction,

ForwardGro believes that this Court's May 25 Email serves as a reconsideration of the

Court,s prior Febru ary 21,2017 denialof ForwardGro's Motion to Intervene'l This is all

the more so because, with the grant of a license by the Commission, ForwardGro has a

concrete, legally protected interest. See, e.g', Texss v. U'S., 853 F.3d 653,658 (5th Cir'

2015) citing Moore's $ 24.03t2]ta] ("the easiest cases for intervention" are where the

proposed intervenor "advances a clear property interest"). Accordingly, ForwardGro will

govern itself as aparty going forward in this matter, unless the Court orders otherwise.2

[The rernainder of this page is purposefully blank; the signature page follows']

1 We note that ForwardGro has noticed an appeal from the prior denial of its Motion

to Intervene. Nothing herein is intended to waive or prejudice ForwardGro's pending

appeal or any of its aiguments that intervention should have been granted, and that the

¿.niuf thereoîhas denied ForwardGro of its due process rights to its severe detriment.

2 We further note that if the Court were to suspend ForwardGro's license by issuing

a preliminary injunction and not treat ForwardGro as a "party," ForwardGro's rights will

be further pie¡udiced in that a "palty" may appeal an interlocutory order such as the entry

of a preliminary injunction. See generally Md. Cts. & Jud. Pro. Code $ 12-303'

2
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Respectfully submitted,

By:
Ira T.
Joseph D. Wilson
Bezalel StemQro hacvice to be filed)
KELLEY DRYE & WARREN LLP
3050 K Street, N.W., Suite 400

Washington, D.C. 20007
(202)342-8400 þhone)
(202) 3 42-545 1 (facsimile)
Email : ikasdarilg)kelleydlys' com

i-wil son(@kelleydrye. co rn

bstem@l<ellevdrYe.ctlm
Couns el .for ForwardGro, LLC

Dated; May 30,2017

J
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F ro m : A lys o n P a r k e r- K i e rzews k i < A I y5 q n . l( Lç¡-¿e-u¿l"lSi@ ndqA.U¡!!8.Sy>

Date; May 25,2OL7 at 6:07:36 PM EDT

To: John pica <Jpica@iohnpica.conr>, Brian Brown <.þþfq]y-!-@.brqw¡-Þrc-û.q9ul>, Byron Warnken

<bvron@warnl<enla.w,com>, Heather Nelson -DHMH- <heather.nelsqlnl(Òmarvli¡nd.eov>, Michael Berman

<M-0gü_A-!.@jwll!rça.!û>, "Alan M. Rifkin" <arifkin@rwlls.conr>, "Robert.tnccraV@marvlancl,gov"

<ßpþgrt.mccrav@marvla >

Subject: Order from May 25, 2017, TRO hearing

Cou nsel,

please be advised that, I have faxed out the TRO Order to all parties. The original has been filed with the

Clerk's office and you should receive a time-stamped copy from them'

Mr, Berman and Mr, Rifkin, lhave included you in this message becausethe Court, attheTRO hearing,

invited counsel for only FonruardGro, LLC, to briefly argue at the Prel¡minary lnjunction Hearing

scheduled for June 2,2077 at 10:00am in Courtroom 528E, only on the issue of if the Preliminary

lnjunction is granted whether or not the license issued to ForwardGro, LLC should be suspended. To that

end, I have sent you a copy of the TRO order as well'

Best,

Alyson Pa rker Kierzewski
Law Clerk to the Honorable Barry G. Williams

Baltimore City Circuit Court

1"1.1 N. Calvert Street, 534E
(410) s4s-3s16 (office)

a lvso n, kie f lewsl<i @ md co u rts'sov

clRcuLAR 230 NOTICE: To ensure compliance with requirements imposed by the IRS under circular 230, we inform you

that any U.S. federal tax advice contained in this communication (including attachments), unless otherwise specifically

stated, was not intended or written to be used, and cannot be used, for the purpose of (1) avoiding penalties under the

lnternal Revenue code or (2) promoting, marketing or recommending to another party any matters addressed herein.

coNFIDENTIALITy NOTICE: This communication may contain privileged or other confidential information. lf you are not

the intended recipient, or believe you have received this communication in error, please do not print, copy, retransmit,

disseminate or otherwise use the information, Also, please indicate to the sender that you have received this message in

error and delete the copy you received. Thank you.

1

E 001008



AUTERNATIVE MEDICINE MARYLAND,
LLC,

Plaintiff,

TN TT-IE

CIRCUTT COURT

tit.:
'^ l , t,it J fr

FOR BALTIMORE CITY
v

Case blo. 24-C-16-005801
NATALIE [d, LAPRADE MARYLAND
MEDICAL CANNABIS COMM'N., et al.,

Defendants.

NOTTCE Or APPDArì

Jane Þos, John Þoe, Curi.o TVellness, LLC, Doctor's Orders Maryland, LLC, Green Lçaf

Medical, LLC, Kind Therapeutics, USA, LLC, tunMed ürower*, LLC, Maryland'Wholesalc

Medical Camabis Trade Association, anrl tlie Coalition for Patient Medicinal Access, LLC

("Movanis'r), by the undersigned counsel, Alan M, Rifkin, Arnolcl M. Weiner, Michael D. Ben¡ân,

ancl Rifkin TVeiner Lívingston, LLC, uote an appeal to the Court of Special Appeals from the Order

datecl May 3l,ztli, a copy of which is attached âs "A'f hereto, and any other appedable Order,

in the above.captioned case.

RESPECTNJ LLY SUBMTI:TED,

M. Riflcirt
Arnokl M. Weiner
Michael D. Bennan
RIFKIN TVEINËR LIVINGSTON, I-LC
2002 Clippei: Park Road, Suite 108

Baltinrore, MD. 21211
ARifkin@rwllnw.com
AWeiner" @ r'wl lnw.conr
MBerman@¡wllaw.com
(4 l0) 769-8û80'felephone
(410) 7 6L)-88 I I Facsimile

E 001009
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Alan M. Rifkin
RIFKIN \ryEINER LIViNGSTON, LLC
225 Duke of Cloucester Street

Amrapolis, MD 21401
ARif,kin@rwlls.com
(41 0) 269 -5066 Telephone

@ LÐ 269 - 1235 Facqimile

Attorneys tor P roposed' Interveníng Qqfendønts

CqRTITJCÀTE oF SERVICq

I HEREBY certify rhar on this lut day of June, 2017, a oopy of the foregoing wâs,setved,

by first-class mail, postage prepaicl, and via email, on:

Heathet B. Nelson
Robert D. McCraY

Heather"nelson L @ maryland' gov

Robefi . rnccray @ marYland. gov
Ofiice of the AttomeY General

Maryl and Department of Health & À4ental Hygiene
300 West Preston Streeü Suite 302

Baltimore, Maryland 21201

At t o rne:y s .fo r D eþ ndønt s

Byron L,'Wamkelr
Byron B. Warnken

Vlarnken, LLC
WnnNrcrw, LLC

2 Reselvoir Cir:cle, Suite 104

B altimore, Maryland 21208

.Iohn 4,, Pica, Jr.

Jon¡¡ PICN RNO ASSOCIÄTES, LLC
14 State Circle

Annapolis, MD 21401
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Brian S. Brown
Christophel T. Casciano
BRowl.r & BmnoN, LLC

7 St. Paul Slreet, Suite 800

Baltimore, Maryland 21202

Attorneys for Plaintiff Al,ternative IuIe dicine. M ctryland, LLC

BruÇe L, Marous
Sydney M. Patterson

641 1 Ivy Lane, Suite 116
:Gleenþ-ell, MD 2t770

(301) 441-3000
(301) 441.3003 (fax)

bmarcus @ marcusbons,ib. com
spatterson@ marcusbönsib.corn

A1ornels for Propase.d InterVening Ðefendant, Hotistic Indusyíes, LLC

Paul D. Bekman
.300 Vf Pratt Sh:eet #450
Baltirnore, MD 21201

(4r,o) 539-6633
bekman @bmalawfirm. com

Robert B.,S0hulman
Schulman, Hershfield & Gilden, P.A.

On,.e East P:râtt Street
Suite 9.04

Baltimore, MD 2I2Az
410,332-0850

rbs @shg-legal,cotn

A t t o rn ey s fo r P r o p o s e d .l nt e |ìv eno r; T e me s c al W e Ll' ne s s
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lra Kasdan
Allan V/einer
Bezalel Stem

Joseph D. Wilson
Kelley Drye & TVarren LLF

3050 K Street NW #400
Washington, DC 20007

Qjz)342.84A4
IKasdan.@ KelleyDtye. corn

AM/einer @ I(elleyDrye.corn
BS ter¡ @ KelleyDryê;eorn

üw, jl¡snq:KgllçY'ÐrYe,so$

A.tfo¡nry4 far P ropo s ed Int e'rv en;o r,, F.orwardG'ro

tu
Michael.D Berman
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Attachment
Omitted

tsee Docket 88/11
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[See Docket 88/1] 
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,IAN[ AND JOHN DOE et al.

ALTI,RNATIVE MNDICIN&
MARYLAND, LLC ct ¡¡l'

* IN THE

COURT OT'APPEALS

OF MARYLAND

Petition Tlocket No. 148

September Term,2017

(No. 40, Sept. ll'erm r20l7
Court of Special APPeals)

v

*

*

¡l

.*

*

ORDER.

Upon consìderation of the emergcncy bypass petition hr a writ of certiorari to the

Court of Speeiai Appeals, the motion to maintain status quo pending further Order of this Court and

request for hearing, the linçs and the responses filed thereto, in the above entitlecl case, and upon

consideration that the Temporary Restraining Order issued in the Circuit Couf f'or Baltimore City on

May 25, 2017 has expired, it is this 9th day of June,2Al7

ORDERED, by the Clourt of Appeals of Marylaud, that the emergency bypass petition

be. and it is hereby, granted, ancl a wril of certiorari to the Court of Special Appeals shall issue, and

it is further

ORDERED, thaT the motionto maintain status quo pending further Order of this Courl

a¡d request fbr hearing be, ancl it is hereby, denied; and it is filrther

ORDERIID, that the emergency motion for stay of hearing on preliminary injunction

in the Circuit Court for Baltimore Ciry granted by this Court on June 2,2A17 be, ancl it is hereby

*raintainecl to the extent that all proceedings in the Circuit Court lbr llallimore Cìity pertaining to this

E 001014

vmckinley
Text Box
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case is srayed pending fu*her Order of this Court; and it is further

ORDERED, that the request to issue an injunc,tion pursuant to Maryland Rule 8'425

be, and it is hereby denied; and it is turther

ORDERED, that this case shall be transferred to the regular docket as No, 98,

September Term, 20161and, it is further

ORDËRED, that counsel shall file brief's and printed recotd extract in accordance with

Md. Rules, S-50Î and 8-502, Appellants' brief(s) and record extract to be filed on or before June 23,

20i17;Appellees¡ brief(s) to be filed on or before July 7,2A17; and reply brief(s), if any, to be frled

on or beforeJuly 17,ZilV; aúd it is firrther

O-RDARHD, that this ease shall be set for oral argurnent on July 77 
'2017 

at .10:00 a.m.

/sl Mary Ellen Barbera

Chief Judge

* Judge Adkìns did not participate in the conside¡ation of this matter

E 001015



JANE AND JCIHN D()tr et al.

v

AT.TERNATIVT MADICINE
MARYLANÐ, LLC et nl.

tr

tr

IN THE

COURT OF APPEALS

OT MARYLANI)

Pctition Ðockef No. 148

Scptember Term,2(ll7

(No. 40, Sept. Term,Z$17
Courf of Spcciat Appenls)

)k

*

ti'

WRTT OF T]ORARI

STATEOF MARYLAND, 1o wit:

]'O ]'HI] I{ONORABLE THI] JUDGAS OF THE
COURT OF SPECIAL APPIIALS OF MARYI,AND:

WHEREAS, JANE DOtssl a!, v, AI"'I"ERN¡\TIVE MEDICINE MARYI.AND I-I"C:et al." No.

40, Septernber Term, 2017 is pending before you,r Coutt and lhe Court of Àppeals is willing that the

lecord and proceedings therein bc certified to it.

YOU ARE HT]RABY COMMANDED TO HAVE THA RECORD TRANSMITTED TO

THE COUITT OF APPEALS OF MARYLAND ON CII{ BEFORA.Iqne 23. 2017, together with

this writ, for the said Court to proceed thereon as justice ntay require.

\¡/I]'NESS the ChielJudge o1'the Court of Appeals ol'Marylancl this 9rl'day of June,2017.

lsl ÐesstoltlÐcckn

Cilerk
Cor¡rt of Appeals of'Marylancl

E 001016
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ALTERNATIVE MEDTC]NE *
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*

TN THE

MARYLAND, LLC,

Plaintiffs,

V

CIRCUIT COURT

FOR

BALTIMORE CITY

NATALIE M. LAPRADE MARYLAND
MEDICAL CANNABTS COMMISSION,
et. âf. , CASE z 24-C-L6-005801-

Defendants.

* * * * * * * * * * *
TRANSCRTPT OF OFFICTAL PROCEEDÏNGS

(Motion for Preliminary Injunction Hearing)

BEFORE: THE HONORABLE BARRY G. ÛÍILLIAMS, .Tudge

DATE:

APPEARANCES:

For the Plaintiff:

May 25, 201.'1

Brian S. Brown, Esquire
Byron [r,larnken, Esquire

For the Defendant,
Maryland
Medical Cannabis
Commissíon: Heather Nelson,

KeJ-ly A. Taylor,

Esquj-re

cET-7 4 5Transcriptionist :

Transcription
Service: ACCUSCR]BES TRANSCRTPTTON SERVÏCE

200'1 Vü. Rogers Avenue
Baltimore, Maryland 2L209
4L0-466-2033 Fax: 66'7 -210-2925

Proceedings recorded by diqital media with vídeo,
transcript produced by transcription service..

1
Alternative Medicine MD, LLc v. Natalie M. Laprade MD Medical cannabia Corunission, et. aI

May 25, 2OL'7 Before BARRY G. WILLIAMS, ,ludge

st0-466-2033
ACCUSCRlBES TRANSCRIPTION SERVICE

667-2tO-2925

E 001017
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Alternative Medicíne l,tD, LLC v. Natalie M. Laprade MD Medical Cannabis Commission, et. af
May 25, 20'1,7 Before BARRY G. WILLIAUS, Judge

PROCEEDINGS

(On the record - 02:06:08 P.m. )

THE CLERK: All rise. Baltimore City Circuit
Court, Part 31, will begin its afternoon session. The

Honorable Barry G. Ii'Iil-Liams presiding.
THE COURT: Thank you. Good afternoon everyone

and be seated. We are here in the matter of Alternative
Medici-ne Maryland, LLC v. Natalie M. LaPrade Maryland

Medical- Cannabis Commission, et af, 24-C-16-005801 on the

Motion for Preliminary Injunction. I' 1"1 hear from

counsel. And identify yourselves for.the record.
MR. BROWN: Yes, Your Honor. Good afternoon.

Brian Brown on behalf of the Plaintiff. I'm here together
with Byron Warnken.

MR. WARNKEN: Good afternoon, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Good afternoon.
MS. NELSON: Good afternoon, Your Honor. Heather

Nelson for all Defendants.

THE COURT: Good afternoon. All right, Counsel.

Obviously I have had the opportunity to review all- that
has been filed. I'11 grant you some time to argue. It's
your burden, I' l-1 hear from you. Each side gets no more

than 20 minutes, so be concise.
MR. BROV{N: Thank you, Your Honor. I would

appreciate if the Court would give me a five minute

warníng. Although I may not be that long.
THE COURT: Okay

MR. BROWN: Thank you very much.

4 10- 466-2 033
ACCUSCRTBES TRANSCRIPTION SERVICE

667 -2L0-292s
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Alternative Medicine MD, LLC v. Natalie M. Laprade MD Medical Cannabís Commission, et. al
May 25, 2017 Before BARRY G. WILLIAMS, Judge

PLATNTIFF' S ORAL ARGUMENT

MR. BROWN: Your Honor, when I was preparing

for this hearing and I was deciding how about presenting

our case to your I thought it would be illustrative or
important to just talk about why we're here in the first
place. And I know that seems obvious from the pJ-eadings,

but just to give a little bit of textualization to this
case. Your Honor, Maryland Code, the Health General

Articl-e, 13-3301 and the sections that follow, created the

Medicat Cannabis Commission. And the purpose of the

Commission was to develop policies, guidelines, and

regulations, to implement programs to make medical

cannabis availabl-e to qualifying patients in a safe and

effective manner. And that's a direct quote from the

Code.

Now, in implementing the programs to reach its
goal-, the legislature if passing the very legislation that
created the Commission in the first place, required the

Commj-ssion to "actively seek to achieve racial-, ethnic,
and geographic diversity when l-icensing medical- cannabis

growers. " And to, to encourage importantly, as opposed to
actively seek, to encourage applicant who qualify as a
minority business enterprise to apply for l-j-censing.

That's what the legislature required the Commission to do.

We're here today, Your Honor, because this case epitomizes

essentially an abuse of power by a legisJ-ative created

commission by its very failure, and as a matter of facL,

its overt deliberate decision to ignore the mandate of the

661 -270-29?54r0- 466-2033
ACCUSCRIBES îRANSCRIPTION SERVICE
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Àlternative Medicine MD, tLC v, Natalie M, Lap¡åde MD Medical Cannabis Co¡nmission, et. aL.
uay 25, 2OL1 Before BARRY G. WILLIAIIIS, aludge

legislature r^rhich in fact created it, and just disregarded

it and went about its business. And this Court, Your

Honor, can not allow that to continue.
I¡le are asking this Court today to maintain the

status ego, minus the one small exception, because we want

you to suspend the license that's been recently issued.

And we filed a request for this hearing, Your Honor,

before that lícense was issued. llle want the Court to
maíntain the status quo to prohibit any further progress

on the issuance of medical cannabis grower's licenses
until the Commission Sees fit, pursuant to your order that
we hope you issue, Your Honor, to follow the mandate of
the legislature and actively seek raci-aI, ethnic, and

geographic diversity when licensing medical cannabis

growers.
Now, by way of history --
THE COURT: Now, let rne stop you there. I'm

going to make l-ife -- well, I don't want to necessarily
say easy, but try to short-circuit some things- You've

asked this Court to suspend the license that h¡as atready

issued, yet that wasn't in your initial request. Is that
correct?

MR. BROI/üN: It is correct .

THE COURT: That will be denied.
MR. BROV{N : Thank You .

THE COURT: No matter what I decide, I will not

make that decision today.
MR. BROVüN: Yes, Your Honor. And just by way

410-466-2033
ACCUSCRIBES TR,ANSCRIPTION SERVICE

667 -2!0-2925
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Alternative Medicine MD, LLC v. NataÌie M. Laplade MD Medical Cannabis Commission, et. aI
líay 25, 2O!7 Before BARRY G. ÍùILLIAMS' .tudge

of history, and I'm sure Your Honor's aware of this, this
complaint for a temporary restraining order was filed
prior to the issuance of the License.

THE COURT: I'm aware of that.
MR. BROWN: Thank You, Your Honor. Now, Ï want

to talk to Your Honor about the evolution of the statute
for a bit. It's in our pleadings and I think it's
important for Your Honor to hear, again, just to give you

some context.
THE COURT:

back, are you on the
MALE VOICE:

THE COURT:

MALE VOTCE:

THE COURT:

MALE VOICE:

THE COURT:

you have an eLectronic
courtroom?

Excuse me one

phone?

Huh?

Are you on the
I'm listening

I'm sorry?
No, why?

tl,tel-l-, it
device

second. Sir, in the

phone?

to something.

looks like you are do

in your hand, sir, in my

MALE VOICE: I do have it
THE COURT: Step out of my courtroom, sir.
MALE VOICE: OkaY.

THE COURT: Sorry, Mr. Brown. You maY

continue.
MR. BROV{N: That' s okay, Your Honor. Thank you.

t¡fhen this legislation was initial-l-y proposed, there was

zero referencer. none, to the seeking racial and ethnic
diversity in the licensing process. Then the statuter âs

4 10-4 66-2 033
ÀCCUSCRIBES TRANSCR]PTION SERVICE
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Àlternative Medicine MD, LLC v. Natalie !t. Laprade l.lD Medical Cannabis Corumission, et. al'
úay 25, 2OL7 Before BARRY G. WILLIAIIS, iludge

proposed, h¡as amended. And it said that the Commission

shaLl seek racial and ethnic diversity. Then hthen it was

openly passed, it said the Commission shall actively seek

racial and ethnic diversity. So clearly, Your Honor, the

legislature thought it very important, as a matter of fact
directed, mandated, by using the, word shall in that
provision of the statute as opposed to encourage when it
came to MBEs, shalt actively seek racial and ethnic
diversity. They did nothing, Your Honor. That's the

context.
So why are l^te here? We're here seekíng a

temporary restrainíng order prohíbiting the Commission

from issuing any further l-icenses and from ceasing and

desisting all further action in the issuance, and

inspection, and progression of the licensing process until
they foll-ow the law as the legisJ-ature directed them to
do.

THE COURT: Vtell-, Mr. Brown, let me ask you a
question about that Last part of it. Assuming that I
agree with you¡ whether I do or I don't will be determined

sooner, but why would I stop them from continuing the

process? Vühat benefit is that as far as you're concerned?

Why does it matter?
MR. BROWN: Because my client should be part of

the process.
THE COURT: Maybe they should and maybe they

shouldn't be.

MR. BROI{N: But that's the point, Your Honor.

4 1 0- 4 66- 2033
ACCUSCRTBES TRÀNSCRIPTTON SERVTCE
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Alternative Medicine MD, LLC v. Natalie M. Laprade MD Medicai- Cannabis Commission, et' al
May 25, 2OL7 Before BARRY G. WILLIAMS, Judge

Because the ì-egislature fail-ed to foll-ow the law, in which

had they followed, mây have j-ncluded my cl-ient as a

potential pre-approved licensee. They are excluded from

the circl-e, they're not part of the process. And if the

status quo is not maintained, which means stop now

THE COURT: Vüell-, stop what? You know, there's
a difference between stopping the Commission from issuing
a license, stopping the Commission from doing interviews
and site inspections, stopping the Commission from stating
that someone is past stage one. Vùe're obviously past that
aspect of it. So we're now at a point where the

Commission, they're doing site i-nspections and various
t.hings, v,¡hy woul-d the Court stop that?

MR. BROWN: Vüell-, Your Honor¡ so J-ong as no

final licenses are issued. So long as no final- I'icenses

are issued until- such time that the Commissi-on has

complied with the l-aw as the legísJ-ature has mandated them

to do. It's realÌy of no consequence one way or the

other, because should Your Honor direct the Commission to
follow the l-aw as the J-egislature mandated it to do, then

my client wil-I have the opportunity to be a participant in
the process and the applications coul-d be re-scored, or be

re-evaluated, and then perhaps my client will be in the

top 15 or top 20. But we don't know, because the

Commission fail-ed to foll-ow the law.

So if the Commission seeks, ât its peril, to

spend time, money, and resources on continuing the

process, which may be invalidated at the end, I suppose

4ro-466-2033
ACCUSCRIBES TRANSCRIPTION SERVICE
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Alternative Medicine MD, LI,C v, Natalie M. Laprade MD Medical- Cannabis Conrnission, et. al.
l{ay 25, 20L7 Bef,ore BARRY G. WILLIÀMS, iludge

thatts up to them, Your Honor.

THE COURT: AIl right. Vüelf r Vou h¡ere arguing

for it, so I wanted to know what you believe' brhy you

believe that makes sense. But go ahead.

MR. BROWN: Wel-L, just to go further. The

reason is makes sense is because at the TRO stage, the
purpose of the the end goal is to maintain the status
quo. And the status quo hrould meanr rlo more inspections,
no more interviews, no more looking at

THE COURT: That's not the status quo. The

status quo is as is noÌ^t, correct?
MR. BROWN: Right. And of now.

THE COURT: So there are inspections noht.

MR. BROüIN: Vtellr ûo. But I'm saying future
inspections.

THE COURT: Okay. Vfell, that' s dif ferent.
MR. BROV{N : Yes, you' re right, Your Honor .

Obviously I can't stop something that has already
occurred.

THE COURT: Riqht.
MR. BROV{N: So when I am speaking of the

status guor I mean from today forward.
THE COURT: All right.
MR. BROVüN: And if I wasn't clear about that,

I apologize.
THE COURT: No problem. Go ahead.

MR. BROWN: Thank You, Your Honor. So Your

Honor, the purpose of a TRO is to, as I said, maintain the

Ato-466-2033
ACCUSCRIBES TRANSCRIPTION SERVICE
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status quo to protect the i-nterest of the moving party.
So what is the standard that. yoü, the Court, must fol-low?

The Court must fol-low the standard, this standard; it may

be granted if it appears from the specific facts shown by

affidavits or other statements under oath that immediate,

substantial, or irreparable harm will- result to the person

seeking the order. And Your Honor, I say that our

pteadings j-n this case, the affidavit.s of Dr. Daniel- and

Professor Higginbotham have more that met that standard.
The bottom line is here, Your Honor, is that

there are a finite number of l-icenses, 15, that can be

issued in this case, between now and the beginning of June

of next year. Once those licenses are j-ssued, Your Honor,

my cl-ient can never get one, they're gone forever. There

is no other adequate remedy at l-aw from which my client
could seek compensation or remedy unl-ess the process is
stopped so that the Commj-ssion is directed by the Court to
fol-low the law.

So let's look at the four factors that the

l-aw teaches us the Court must consider in determining
whether or not to grant injunctive relief. The first one

there is, Your Honor, is the likelihood that the plaintiff
wil-l- succeed on the merits. Your Honor, the Commission

itself has acknowledged time and time again, through Mr.

Robshaw, the Vice Chairman of the Commission and the Chair

of the Growers Subcommittee. And, Your Honor, from

defense counsel herself, Ms. Nelson, at Mr. Robshaw's

deposition where she said at Page 157 to 158 - And by the
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wây, Your Honor, yoü should know, it wasn' t just a

deposition. This was on the record before Judge Handy

during a discovery dispute.
Vüe cal-l-ed Judge Handy, the court reporter

\^/as there, Judge Handy was made ahiare that she was on the

record. And Ms. Nelson and I argued our discovery dispute
before Judge Handy. And during that discovery dispute,
Ms. Nelson said, "This is Heather Nelson for the

Commission. The Commj-ssion it is not a fact in dispute
that the Commission considered geographic diversity in the

selection of pre-approved applicants. And it is not a

fact in dispute that the Commission did not use racial or
ethnic diversity as a selection criteria in considering
pre-approved appl-icants. "

THE COURT: VüeII, that's because and she's

right, they're not supposed to use it as a selection
criteria. People are parsing words, which I find
interesting. I guess that's what l^re do as lawyers. But

that's not what the statute says. So you're quoting her,

while it sounds aÌl- interestì-ng, it real-ly means nothing.
Because she's not saying that j-t wasn't used -- you're
saying she said it's not being used as a selection
criteria. And it's not. Are you not sitting here arguing

saying that it is supposed to be the selection criteria,
are you?

MR. BROWN: The selection criteria, absolutely
not.

THE COURT: Okay. So again, it's sort of morphed
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into different things. But you quoting her for that
particular quote, acLually -- and I' 11 say this, means

nothing to the Court. Because that, in and of ítseIf, is
nothing. It's not what did the Commission do or not do.

She wasn't under oath. So again, I'm not particularly
concerned about that. So please move on to another issue.

MR. BROWN: I¡trell-, I'm going to go on to argue

further the likelihood of success.

THE COURT: Um-hum.

MR. BROV{N: Notwithstanding the Court's
THE COURT: Dismissal of your petition.
MR. BROWN: Dismissal of that argument.

THE COURT: Yes.

MR. BROVüN: Your Honor, nonetheless, even

without that, which I wil-l say for the record that we

believe is relevant, but I understand the Court's point.
The Commission, through its own actions in the context of
the history of the regulations in this case, indicate that
they have done nothing to actively seek ethnic and racj-aI
diversity in its seLection criteria. And let's talk about

the history of the regulations, Your Honor. As initially
promulgated, Your Honor, the regulations in this case, it
said racial and ethnic diversity shall be a consideration
in the select.ion criteria, and they shal1 actively reach

out.
Then, Your Honor, in September of 2015, the

regulations hlere amended. And for reasons which are still
foreign to me and I do not understand, the Commission

4 10- 4 66-2 033
ÀCCUSCRIBES TRANSCRIPTION SERVICE

667 -2LO-2925

E 001028



1

2

3

4

5

6

1

I
9

L0

11

t2
13

t4
l-5

L6

t'l
18

19

20

2L

22

23

24

25

26

27

2B

L2
Àlternative Medicine MD, LLC v. Natalie U. Laprade MD Medícal Cannabis CoIwriission, et. al

Vay 25, 2017 Before BARRY G. WILLIAMS' Judge

removed all regulations l^thich required it to consider

raciaL and ethnic diversity in licensing medical cannabis

grobrers. In other b¡ords, and this is it's confounding

to me, Your Honor. VÍe know what the legislature toLd us

to do. It told us to actively seek racial, and ethni-c,

and geographic diversity when licensing growers. But we

don't care. V{e have this reg in there, but we're taking
it out and we're not going to actively seek racial and

ethnic diversity. And, Your Honor, not only is it
manifested in their actions by removing it from their
regulations, it's manifested in de facto what they've
done, what they did. Which, Your Honor, is zero. Zero-

trf,e deposed, today, Ms. Sandy Hil1man. Ms.

Hillman is the or^tner or partner in a organization called
HiIlman communications. HiIlman Communications

THE COURT: You know I'm not going to listen to
anything that was done today that I've not had a chance to
review, ríght?

MR. BROVTN: I'm going to ask You --
THE COURT: You know me wel,l, don't You?

MR. BROV{N: I do, Your Honor.

THE COURT: So don't even go down that path,

Counsel-.

MR. BROIIIN: Your Honor, I deposed Ms. Mather,

whose deposition you do have in this case. And I asked

her at her deposition, over, and over, and over again,

what did the Commission do to actively seek racial and

ethnic diversity. And over and over again she had zero
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response. I deposed Mr. Robshaw, the vice thank you,

Your Honor. The Vice Chair of the Commission and the

Chair of the Grower's Subcommittee,' what did you do to
activeJ-y seek racial and ethnic diversity in the licensing
of cannabis grohters. And over, and over, and over again,

Commissioner Robshaw said; I don't know. At one point,
Your Honor, Commissioner Robshaw said; wellr wê gave some

ideas to Ms. Byron, who was the executive direction, Your

Honor. But I don't know whether she followed through or
not.

The only thing they come up with, Your Honor

is, $re had broad public outreach, broad public outreach.

Vüel-I, Your Honor, broad public outreach, and you'J-l- look
at Professor Higginbotham's affidavit, it is not good

enough. Broad public outreach is to the public at large,
to everyone. If the Commission had wanted broad public
outreach, they would have said the Commissj-on shal1

actively seek broad public outreach. But the legislature
didn't say that. The J-egislature said the Commission

sha1I actively seek to achieve racial- and ethnic
diversity. And, Your Honor, there is a difference between

activeJ-y seeking something and encouraging something, like
they said for Minority Business Enterprises. To actívely
seek something, Your Honor, is to do something in a

deliberate or positive way, in an energetic or vigorous

way. Vühi1e to encourage something is to support, to give

advíce, Lo encourage.

The J-egislature used two different terms, Your
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Honor; actively seek and encourage. And I know you' re,

the Court, is well aware of the cardinal- rul-es of
statutory construction, which say excuse me. Vühich say

that no words of a legislature shall- need to be nugatory

or without meaning. So that's the first standard,

likelihood of success. The second one; the balance of
convenience by determining whether the greater injury will-
be done to the Defendant by granting the injunction than

would result for its refusal-.
Your Honor, AMM wil-l- be forever barred from

getting one of the first 15 l-icenses unless you grant this
request. The Commission has already delayed

impJ-ementation of this statute once, because they received

more appJ-ications they thought they were going to receive.
And so they had a delay, because it took them a J-onger

period of time to eval-uate the applications than they

initial-ly anticipated. Cl-ear, Your Honor, the equities
bal-ance in the favor of requiring a governmental- agency to
fol-low its legislative mandate. So number two, Your

Honor, is satisfied.
I've already talked to Your Honor about

irreparable injury. And then there's a public j-nterest-

Your Honor, MS. Nelson, I was wondering, Your Honor, rf
you were going to give Ms. Nelson's pJ-eading, which I
received at 5:47 last night with two new affidavits, the

same consideration that you're providing to Ms. HiIIman's
affidavit.

THE COURT: She got it to me before the hearíng,
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you' re trying to argue in the hearing.
MR. BROVüN : But regardl-ess, Your Honor, Ms .

Nel-son provided two affidavit.s from, I suppose, advocates

who have a personal interest in the issuance of growers,

and dispensaries, and processors. But they bear noh¡

weight and they should mean Iittle, Lf anything, in your

anaì-ysis, Your Honor. Because the public interest, the

pubJ-ic interest in the Commission's following the

tegistative mandate, outweighs al-most everything.
Finally, Your Honor, and then I'm going to wrap

up. I know you gave me a five minute warning.

THE COURT: And you're about 30 seconds away'

so you may want to hurry uP.

MR. BROWN: I would ask for a few more minutes,

if I may, just to make this l-ast point. Your Honor, I
woul-d tel-l you, I would argue to You, that the Governor,

as you know, and it's in our pleadi-ngs, back in April
issued a disparity study in this case. The very study

that the Commission said could not be conducted in order

to remedy the problems that the AG brought to the,

supposedly, to Delegate West's attention about

impJ-ementing the provision of the statute which says

actively seek to achieve racial and ethnic diversity.
I proffer to the Court, if the Governor issued

a disparity study, I think the Court can take notice that
he would not have done so unless he was given advice that
such a study is viable and can be conducted. And it
bears, it gives (inaudible 02:28:17).
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THE COURT: I'11- be cl-ear for the record' I do

not take notice of that. I btill take notice of the Law

that is before the Court. I see no reason to take notice
of what the executíve branch does, the legislative branch.

I have to worry about what the judiciary does. I'm
looking at the Law as presented to the Court.

MR. BROÍùN: ï1e11 , íf that's the case' Your Honor

THE COURT: It alwaYs is.
MR. BROtl{N: Knowing that's the case, Your Honor'

it should come down to a very simple question; actively
seek racial and ethnic diversity. And the Commissi-on, by

the admission of its own witnesses, and by the very
progress of its oh¡n regulations, have indicated to the

Court and to the public that they have not done so. And

for that reason, Your Honor, the request for a TRO should

be granted. And then this matter shouLd be set ín for a

trial on the merits at the Court's earliest convenience.

THE COURT: Thank You. Ms. Nelson.

DEFENDANT' S ORAL ARGUMENT

MS. NELSON: Thank Your Your Honor. At the

outset, I would note that this Court has made a ruling on

Commíssioner Robshaw's deposition permitting the

deposition to go forward. Vüe respectfulJ-y note hle've

appealed that order. We would like to note our objection
to the transcript of the deposition of "Buddy" Robshaw,

just for purposes of the record. And I appreciate Your

Honor's indulgence with that.
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THE COURT: Not a problem.

MS. NELSON: It is some\^/hat shocking that
affidavits from patients Counsel should argue that they

shoul-d be given no weight. This program \^/as created by

the legisJ-ature to serve the needs of patients, to provide
medícat relj-ef to patients in the State of Maryland. The

Commission has worked towards that goal consistently since

its creation. And although the statutes have required
repeated revisions and will likely attract a great deal of
attention in the General Assembly for the coming years,

t.he Commission has never ceased it's worked toward

providing medication to patients who need it.
Counsel focused his argument on Alternative

Medicine' s argument on l-ikelihood of success. Vùhil-e we

would al-so respectfulJ-y note that \^re have submitted to
Your Honor a Motion to Strike the affidavit of Professor

Higginbotham on the grounds that expert testimony
conveying J-egal opinions is not appropriately received in
evidence.

THE COURT: We1l, I can speak on that right
now. I tend to make my own decisions about the Iaw, I
don't really look to anyone else. Because I'm not

required to do, nor should I, under the circumstances. So

any expert opinion from Professor Higginbotham on the 1aw,

I would certainly just. not take into consideratj-on. Nor

have I, nor woul-d I. Any facts that he wants to talk
about, that's a different issue.

MS. NELSON: Thank you, Your Honor. There is
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no evidence or argument that the st.atute required the

Commission to use racial and ethnic diversity as a

selection criteria in awardinq pre-approval- or licenses.
THE COURT: And there \^/e are with the parsing

of the words, which we do as lawyers. But you do

acknowledge that the statute does say that the

Commission's to actively seek to achieve racial-, ethnic,
and geographic diversity when licensing medical- cannabis

growers. You acknowledge that, correct?
MS. NELSON: I do acknowledge that, Your Honor.

THE COURT: So we're not saying, and that's why

I effectively defended Your that's not the criteria. But

obviously it's something that's in the statute and was

something that's supposed to be done. Was that done?

MS. NELSON: Yes, it was.

THE COURT: How?

MS. NBLSON: The Commission sought to broadly
publicize the program and the opportunities to apply for
licenses within the program. The Commission al-so broadly
pubJ-icized its selection criteria at every point. Counsel

cited to proposed regulations published in early 20L5

and then the l-ater regulations published in September of
2015, noting the removaf of racia.l- and ethnic diversity as

a sel-ection criteria. And I return to selection cri-teria
primariJ-y for this reason, Your Honor. Counsel had

contended that his client is injured, because if the

Commission was required to go back and do things
differently, they might be one of the top 15.
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Broad outreach means that you engage a large
number of applicants. And you engage applÍcants from a

diverse cross section of coÍìmunities. Counsel has

contended that his client is already extremely breLL

qualified to participate in this industry. The only way

that Counsel gets to demonstrate that his client was

injured here is if he can shout that his cl-ient simply

needed a few more points in the evaluation to bríng him

into the L5 through 20.

THE COURT: How? What do you mean by that? I
don't understand. You say that's the only way they can

show that they're injured. You're saying there are no

other hrays of showing injurY?
MS. NELSON: The other ways of actively seeking

to achieve diversity would not have made a materj-al impact

on Al-ternative Medicine Maryland.

THE COURT: V{el-l, wait a minute.
MS. NELSON: If the Commission had --
THE COURT: You're saying that the other htays

to actively seek to achieve racial and ethnic diversity
would not have impacted, what are those ways?

MS. NELSON: So the Commission actively sought

to achieve diversity by performÍng broad ouLreach and

publicity. And Counsel has argued that the Comm'ission

shoul-d have done a disparity study and shoul-d have used it
as a selection criteria. But hle know that that is not in
the statute. And we would argue to Your Honor that that
is not legally required. Other forms of outreach that
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al .

might incl-ude seminars, more targeted communications, paid

ads, none of those broul-d have made a material impact on

Alternative Medicine Maryland.

Alternative Medicine Maryland knew about the

opportunity, they contend that they are very qualified,
they contend that they presented a strong application.
And they contend that for whatever reason, they're just
outsíde the selectj-on range. Alternatj-ve Medicine

Maryland also focused their entire argument on the

likelihood of success on the merits. Their argument and

actions in this litigation demonstrate that there is no

imminent risk of irreparable injury.
It's not true that they will forever be barred

from a license. The current statute provides that
additional licenses may be issued as early as June 1st of
20L8.

THE COURT: Vte1l, isn't it true that they would

not be one of the first 15 growers into the market?

MS. NELSON: It's not clear how many of the

currently pre-approved applicants will- receive a full
license. They will not be

THE COURT: Counsel-, counsel. Just ansl¡ter my

question. If you said they're not qualified, they're not

in the top 15, they're not in the top 20, so is there any

chance that they could be one of the top 15 grohrers, first
15 growers?

MS. NELSON: NO.

THE COURT: Okay. So they can't be one of the
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first 15 growersr so they can't be first in the market.

Is that correct?
MS. NELSON: That's sorrect.
THE COURT: So you're saying that's not

potentialJ-y an írreparabl-e harm?

MS. NELSON: No, that's a quantifiable harm.

THE COURT: Okay' go ahead.

MS. NELSON: Counsel also waited three months

from the date of their injury. If their injury was

incurred when they b¡ere not sel-ected for a pre-approval,

Counsel waited three mont.hs before filing suit and another

seven months before seeking this injunction. And that
demonstrates that weights against a Court finding that
this is an irreparable injury.

Had they acted more promptly, they might have

been in a posítion to cl-aím that they needed to preserve

the status quo. But in the intervening i-0 months those

pre-approved applicants who have previously submitted

affidavits to Your Honor in support of their efforts to
intervene in this litigation, have spend enormous amounts

of time and resources towards becoming fully operational-.

Counsel argues that Defendants will not be harmed by a
Temporary Restraining Order. But he ignores the enormous

harm that would be suffered by those who sought to
íntervene ín this litigation, who hold the pre-approvals'
and who have made enormous expenditures towards becoming

operational for the past 10 months.

THE COURT: WeIl, ât this stage, because of the
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way the Commission is formed and fashioned, and the way

that the complaints were fil-ed, $re all know that in this
particul-ar case there's only one defendant. I¡lell, when I
say one, the Commission and the individuals who are on the

Commission. It's not any of the other grohrers, correct?
Or proposed growers, correct?

MS. NELSON: Your Honor's. correct. The

pre-approved applicants are not parties to this action,
although many did try to intervene and their Motions for
Intervention hlere opposed by Alternative Medicine Maryland

and denied, and are currently on appeal.
THE COURT: I'm welL aware of that. I made the

rulings.
MS. NELSON: Apart from a consideration of

economic i-njury, the Commission will be significantly
harmed if this Temporary Restraining Order proceeds.

THE COURT: How?

. MS. NELSON: The Commission is tasked with
creatíng a functional program to serve the patients in
Maryland. That is their statutory mission and that is
what they have been working on the past years.

THE COURT: Let me ask you a question. ttÛhat

if, Iet's presume for a second that the manner in which

the Commission went about getting the pre-approval done

hras done arbitrarily and capriciously, and was possibly
unconstitutional? úlhat shoul-d the Court do under those

circumstances, ma'am?

MS. NELSON: This isn't a Motion for Summary
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Judgment hrhere r^¡e are focusing exclusively on the

]ikelihood of suceess on the merits. And while
Al-ternative Medicine Maryland bel-ieved --

THE COURT: Do you l^tant to answer my question?

MS. NELSON: ftm sure that the Court would

fashion the appropriate relief depending on what the Court

found.
THE COURT: I¡leLL, I'm asking you. I mean, you

represent the Commission, but you're from the Attorney
General's Office. The questj-on is, and it's cl-ear and

it's apparent, if there's a statute that has not been

folLowed properly, what does the Attorney General-'s Office
generally ask thís Court to do?

MS. NELSON: The Attorney General's Office
generally asks the Court to enforce statutes as written.

THE COURT: As written. And if the statute has

not been followed as written, then you'd effectively be

here saying to the Court; you have to stop it, Your Honor,

because a determination needs to be made whether the

statute as written is being foLl-owed, correct?
MS. NELSON: I believe that's correct.
THE COURT: Okay. You can continue your

argument.

MS. NELSON: The issue here though is, that
the statute as written did not specify you must use racial
and ethnic diversity as a sel-ection crj-teria.'

THE COURT: You know, everyone keeps saying

that. But. that's not the issue, Counsel. And you know
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thatts not the issue. I've already acknowLedged, having

reviewed it, to telling Mr. Brown to be quiet on that
issue, that's not what it says. But it clearly says, and

we al-l- have read f rom it. lt says that they're required

to actively seek to achieve racial, ethnic, and geographic

diversity when licensing medical cannabis grohrers. That

hras the requirement. You have to acknowledge that was the

requirement, correct?
MS. NELSON: YCS.

THE COURT: Because it saYS that.
MS. NELSON: Of course, Yes.
THE COURT: And you understand that people are

required to follow the statutes. And if it's brought to
the Court's -- well, Iet me change that. They're required
to fol-Iow the statutes unless no one says anything. If no

one says anything, people are going to do whatever they

want, correct? If no one says anything. Just say yes to
that one.

MS. NELSON: Surer Yes.

THE COURT: I'm not putting him in a bad position
for that. But once it's brought to the Court's attention,
hre stay out of things. I¡le don't look to get involved.
But once it's brought to our attention, if something is
potentially wrong, vüe're asked to resolve that issue.

That's the purpose of the Court. PeopJ-e may not like that,
but that's our job sometimes. So if it's potentially
ímplemented 1n an arbi-trary or capricious manner, or
potentiaJ-1y done in an unconstitutional manner, what would
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you have the Court do with that?
MS. NELSON: That's ultimately why we need to

proceed through the J-itigation.
THE COURT: Agreed.

MS. NELSON: What the Court and if we're

focusing on likelihood of Success on the merits, which we

are, and your

THE COURT: To some degree' sure.

MS. NELSON: We respectfuJ-Iy contend that AMM

has not established a likelihood of success on the merit.s.

If Your Honor is not inclined to agree, w€ would note the

other three necessary elements for this extraordinary
relief

THE COURT: All four are required.
MS. NELSON: -- that Al-ternative Medicine

Maryland is seeking before Your Honor today. And even

setting aside the likelihood of success on the merits for
purposes of argument onJ-y, Al-ternative Medicine Maryland

has not estabÌished that they face irreparable injury.
Their delay in bringing their claims to this Court and

their request for injunctive relief weigh against a

finding that they face irreparable injury.
THE COURT: Well-, Counsel, do you remember

arguing to me a Motion to Dismiss and a Motion for Summary

Judgment that this wasn't ripe because not license had

been issued? And so until a license was issued, there's
no potential- of harm. I guarantee you that. people should

know by now not to have phones going off in Court. Sorry,
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CounseI.

i-ssued a

Iicense.
changed?

So but noh, hre' re at a

l-icense. Not you, the
Is that not a sign, a

MS. NELSON: Alternative Medícine Maryland

points to the same injury today that they faced in August.

It's the very same injury. They aren't claiming any other
injury. And they aren't claiming that they're more

injured today than they were in August. Their delay in
seekJ-ng thís injunctive rel1ef weighs against a finding of
irreparable injury. They also have

THE COURT: Not j-n their complaint that was

filed in October. There's a Count III that asks for
injunctive relief. So you're saying their delay. They

certaínly asked the Court, for the Court didn't rule on it
at the time, because generally you wait for discovery to
go forth. But things have changed. So with things
changing, there's now a request for an Emergency Temporary

Restraining Order. So you are arguing laches, but I don't
understand how that argument plays given the fact that
back in October of 201,6 that was part of their complaint.

MS. NELSON: Your Honor, I don't want to go back

into likeLihood of success on the merits as it rel-ates to
laches or deIay.

THE COURT: You can if you want to. If you

feel- the need to.
MS. NELSON: But the relief that AMM was

seeking in their complaint was å court order for a

different stay, you've

Commission issued a

signal, that things have
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disparity study. And a court order that the Commission

take all necessary and appropriate action regarding the

process, the app grower applicant eval-uations after the

findings of a disparity study.
THE COURT: OkaY.

MS. NELSON: Their compl-aint is truly focused

on getting evaluation consideration for racj-a1 and ethnic
diversity. There has not been an argument that AMM was

harmed by the Commission failing to perform -- failing to
host seminars at Minority Business Associations that might

have been actively seeking to achieve. They're focused on

the injury that occurred long ago back when that scoring

evaluation criteria was pulJ-ed out of the ranks. They

knew that these were going to be the eval-uation criteria
in pJ-ay and there has been enormous delay. Now, since the

time the awards were issued, companies have been working

for 10 months, and spending mill-ions of dolÌars, and

hiring staff who have stepped away from other jobs, and

working to become fuJ-ly operati-onal now. If a Temporary

Restraining Order were to issue, all of the time and

resources invested, not just by those market participants,
but. by the Commission in order to move those market

participants into an active industry, would be lost.
Those companies would not be abl-e to wait on hol-d

indefinitely. And the
THE COURT: But counsel, but you're saying, and

you've argued before the Court before, well, we'ff do a
study, we'11- do it l-ater, we'1I get it done l-ater. But
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the statute required you to do it beforehand.
MS. NELSON: The statute there hasn't been an

argument that the statute required a disparit.y study.

THE COURT: VüelI, that hras your argument saying

that that's what you were going to do. So if you're
saying that that's no longer an argument, I' 1I put that to
the side.

MS. NELSON: The Commission is working to
perform a disparity study now in conjunction with other
State entities.

THE COURT: To what end?

MS. NELSON: To evaluate whether there is
evidence of historical- discrimination in analogous

industries sufficient to support some policy choice in the

future.
THE COURT: But to when for the initial

stage of determining who the growers will- be. How do you

take that informatj-on that you're going to get for your

study, again, you're the one who brought it up to the

Court before, and argue that that's something that the

Court shoul-d take into consideration, that the Commission

was working on it already. So if the Commission is.
working on it al-ready, two what end are you referring to
now? That's what I'm trying to figure out.

MS. NELSON: There wil-l- be a policy decision
made based upon the evidence that's developed in the

study. No one can predict what the evidence wil-l be.

Because the study hasn't been conducted yet. The evidence
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THE COURT: Well, I guess then the question

becomes, if the study determines that there was a problem

with the way the Commission actively sought to seek

racial, and ethnic, and geographic diversity, are you just
going to sây, okay, well we h¡ere r^trong when we did it
before, Your Honor, but we're sorry about what happened.

So but l-et's just keep growing, let's keep things moving?

MS. NELSON: The disparity study will only

show whether the availability of qualified vendors in
analogous industries is disparate from their utilization
in State contracts. A disparity study only measures

whether minority vendors are receiving contracting
opportunities. And that ís the only evidence that will be

developed in that study.
THE COURT: OkaY.

MS. NELSON: If an evidentiary basis develops

through that study to support a policy decision that there

is evidence to show historical discrimination in these

analogous industries, then that would be something that
would be considered in future policies.

THE COURT: Okay. So then is it your argument

then before this Court that whatever the Commission did
prior to the Stage f approvals and up to this point,
whatever they did satisfies'the statute, the statute's
requirement, to actively seek to achieve racial-, ethnic,
and geographic diversity when licensing medical cannabis

growers?
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MS. NELSON: Tt is, Your Honor. It is.
THE COURT: Okay. So you're saying they didn't

need to do anything else?
MS. NELSON: I¡trhat they did was sufficient to

satisfy the statutory language as written. That is our

position.
THE COURT: OkaY.

MS. NELSON: Vüe also contend that AMM can't
make its case on any of the other three elements. It is
again, shocking, that patient's interest in this program

should not be given any weight. And that
THE COURT: Of course it will be given some

weíght. It's given the appropriate weight. But counsel

also has an issue to make sure -- does the Attorney
General's Office is the Attorney General's Office
concerned as to whether or not the implementation of the

statute was done properly? Or you're not concerned with
that?

MS. NELSON: Yes, of course there is concern.

And here today, I obviously do not speak for the Attorney
General, T speak as counseL for the Commission. I'm here

as counsel for the Commission. Of course the Attorney
General is concerned that statutes are applied as written
and upheld. And we believe that the Commission did that-
ûle believe that the Commission did that by pursuing broad

outreach and engaging diverse applicants. Vüe bel-ieve that
the Commission actually achieved diversity among their
pre-approved applicants. And we bel j-eve that Al-ternative
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Medicine Maryland utterJ-y faited to make their case and

meet their burden on any of the other three el-ements that
are required. They wilI not face irreparable injury,
their delay weighs against defining that. They do not win

on bal-ancing of the harm.

Your Honor noted that they are not seeking to

maintaj-n the status QUo, they are seeking to bring 10

months of work to a screeching ha1t. Not just for members

of industry, but al-so for the Commission- They --
THE COURT: Vühat's the economi-c harm to the

Commission? If this Court grants a Temporary Restraining

Order, there's a requirement of a bond for the party.
What's you argument as to what t.he amount should be if the

court were to do that? what woul-d your basis be for any

amount or it woul_d be di minimus. what's your argument?

MS. NELSON: It woul-d be significant. It would

require staff time spent working on the applications to

date. It would -- there are

THB COURT: Wel-l-, it' s going f orward. It' s

for a TRO, not for anYthing else.
MS. NELSON: There are contracts in place that

will expire before before forensic accounting services

could be performed on these applicants who are pre-

approved now. The impact would be enormous.

THE COURT: Wel-l-, You need to quantify it. What

is the impact? I mean, if the Court were to grant a TRO

today, obviousl-y there's a hearing within the next 10

days. What's your damages? What/s the problem in the
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next 1-0 days?

MS. NELSON: There would be significant injury
and ltm not

THE COURT: You say that, but hthat is it?
MS. NELSON: I'm not sure how to quantify that

right now.

THE COURT: WeIl, but I'm not being funny

counseL.

MS. NELSON: I (inaudible 02252:34).

THE COURT: You knew that's something that the

Court would have to ask you. Because if I say no to the

TRO, it doesn't matter. If I say Yêsr then obviously
that's one part of it. So you hrere ab¡are of thatr so what

you can't give me a number. Okay, that's fine.
Anything else?

MS. NELSON: Your Honor, the public interest
weighs heavily against this Temporary Restraining Order.

Patients have been waiting an enormousJ-y long time for
access to this medication. There are today over 61 900

patients who've applied to be registered with the

Commission who are seeking this medication for terminal
illnesses, for chronic illnesses, that need access to this
program. And the program must be made available to them.

Additionally, because there is the one license issued, and

Your Honor has indicated that he will not be suspending

that l-icense today
THE COURT: Today. Right. I will not today.
MS. NELSON: A TRO would in effect create a

4 10-4 66-2033
ACCUSCRTBES TRANSCRIPTION SERVICE

667-2rO-2925

E 001049



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

I
9

l-0

11

t2
13

!4
15

L6

1.7

18

L9

2Q

2T

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

33
Alternative Medicine MD, LLC v. Natal.ie M. Laprade MD Medical Cannabis Comnission, et. al

Itay 25, 2OL1 Before BARRY G. WILLIÀMS, Judge

monopoly held by back one licensing.
THE COURT: That may. And so are you then saying

to the Court that you want the Court so suspend that
license if the Court issues a TRO?

MS. NELSON: No. I'm saying T do not want the

Court to issue the TRO, obviously. I'm saying that the

Court the pubtic interest weighs against a monopoly in
any form, especially in a medication. And where, as here,

counsel is seeklng, or AMM is seeking, to enjoin the

prog.ress of not only pre-approved gto".t", he al-so

effectively asking this Court to halt aL1 pre-approved

processors without any basis, and all pre-approved

dispensaries without any basis. Because those pre-

approved applicants can not operate in their businesses if
there is not medical cannabis grown to supply them- A

processor applicant, they are simply without product to
operate.

And so in addition to the harm imposed upon each

of the pre-approved gror^ters that AMM takes issue with, the

injury imposed upon every pre-approved processor' every

pre-approved dispensary, would be enormous. The harm that
woul-d resul-t from a TRO at this stage would be enormous.

THE COURT: AnYthing el-se?

MS. NELSON: Thank You.

THE COURT: Thank you. Counsel-, briefly.
REBUTTAL ARGUMENT

MR. BROIüN: I will be brief , Your Honor. Fj-rst,

Your Honor, for the Commission to come in
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THE COURT: I'11 bring a sheriff in here and

take -- what is wrong with you people? Make sure your

phones are off, ladies and gentlemen. My God.

MR. BROWN: It's in the back. May I continue,

Your Honor?

THE COURT: You maY, Counsel.

MR. BROVüN: Thank You.

THE COURT: Ladies and gentlemen, you have to
have your phones off. otherwise the sheriffs wíll come

in, they'11 take the phones, you'11 be upset, You'11 blame

mêr that will be fine. But again, it just can't be,

Counsel. Things are not to be recorded in the Court.

Continue, Mr. Brown.

MR. BROWN: Thank Your Your Honor. Your Honor,

you know, for the Commissíon to come in to Court and

complain that they would be, or it would be, irreparably
harmed if our requested rel-ief for a TRO were granted 1s

really shocking to me. They deliberately removed the

legislative mandate to actively seek racial and ethnic
diversity from their own regs. From their o\^In regs, Your

Honor. How can they come into Court now and say we're

harmed? It's like an orphan coming into Court and saying,

Your Honor, please have mercy on me, f don't have parents'

when he's the one who kiIled his parents. (fnaudible

O2z5'7:O2) you can't do that, Your Honor. t/üith regards to
the disparity study, Your Honor, everything you questioned

Ms. Nel-son about goes to our very argument. It's like
closing the barn door after the horses go. The disparity
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study now is going to have no effect on these pre-
approvals unless this TRO is granted and our ultimate
relief for a permanent injunction is granted. This matter

needs to be set in for a hearing.
Finally, Your Honor, just one last point. The

monopoly argument is entirely disingenuous. The grower's

License was just issued a few days ago. There's no ütay

there's going to be product avail-able for that grower to
sell to dispensaries and to processors until well after
this litigation is over. For all the reasons, Your Honor,

for these'reasons, for the reasons bre said in our

pleadings, the reason hre said in our initial argument,

it's respectfully requested that our request for relief be

granted and that bond be waived. Thank you.

THE COURT: hlell, hthy should I waive the bond?

I¡trhat's your basis for me waiving the bond?

MR. BROWN: If anything more than di minimus,

they haven't told you what it should be or what their
damages is going to be, so how can you set it? So if
anything, fine, a di minimus bond. But other than, since

you have no basis upon which to base a bond, it shoul-d be

di minimus if anything.
THE COURT: All right. Thank you. I'll take a

minute or two to get my thoughts together. I'l-1 be back

out in a few moments.

THE CLERK: All rise.
(Of f the record - 02:58:33 P.m.)

' (Session resumes 03:05:29 P.m.)
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THE CLERK: The Court continues its afternoon
sessl-on.

THE COURT: Thank you. Everybody be seated.
COURT'S RULING

THE COURT: The Court has had the opportunity
to review Plaintiff's Motion for a Temporary Restraining
Order, the Defendant's opposition, affidavit submitted,

and obviously heard all arguments of the parties. And the

Court again will note that all lega1 conclusions that are

made are mine and not of any expert witness. The Court

does find the following:
The Plaintiff has met its burden to show that

immediate, substantial, and irreparable harm will resuLt

to the Ptaintiff is a Temporary Restraining Order is not

issued before a full adversarial hearing can be held on

the propriety of a preliminary injunction. This Court

finds that Plaintiff will be irreparably harmed once all
licenses are issued, as Plaintiff and other similarly
situated can lnot then seek redress to resolve a
potentially arbitrary, and capriciousr or unconstitutional-
first'time application of the statute to thís new

industry.
Plaintiff's harm is nor^, immediate. UnIike

at the Motion to Dismiss stage where the Defendant claimed

that the issue was not ripe, because a license has not

been issued. A l-icense has now been issued. Once all
l-icenses are issued, it woul-d be quite difficul-t for the

Court to then retroactively assess the licensing process.
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The Plaintiff's harm is substantíal, because the Plaintiff
!.rouLd be shut out of the cannabis grol^ting industry for a

significant period of time without an opportunity to have

the Court intervene to revie\^I the l-icensing process.

Plaintiff has a substantial interest in participating in a

licensing process for medical cannabis that is not

conducted in a potentially arbitrary and capricious, or
possibly unconstitutional manner.

The Court finds the Plaintiff has met its
burden to show the required four factors which will weigh

in favor of granting the request of the Temporary

Restraining Order requested by the Plaintiff. 1); the

Iikelihood the Plaintiff wou1d prevail on the merits
weighs in favor of the Ptaintiff, because the Court having

reviewed all of the documents provided by both sides,

notes that the Commission may not have directly complied

with the statute when it came to act.iveJ-y seeking to
achieve racj-at, ethnic, and geographic diversity when

l-icensing medical cannabis growers.

2l ¡ the bal-ance of conveni-ence determined

by what the greater injury would be done to the Defendant

by granting the injunction that resul-t to the Plaintiff
from its refusal weighs in favor of Plaintiff' because the

injury to the Defendant, at this stage, is not being able

to issue a l-icense for the next 10 days- For the

Plaintiff, the injury is having been involved in a

potentially fJawed process that may have failed to take

into account the certain elements required by the statute
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that may have affected the ranking of Plaintiff's
application. And not having the opportunity to be a part
of the first group of grob¡ers.

The Court has already noted the Plaintiff wíII
suffer irreparable harm if the TRO is not issued. And

finally, the public interest. Notwithstanding the

Defendant's argument concerning getting product to
proposed patients in a timely manner. This Court, again,

is not involved with the timing of getting the product to
the proposed patients. The process has been going on for
a number of years. And the Court at this stage notes that
is weighs in favor of the Plaintiff, because it is
critical that there is a determination that our statutes
are implemented in a way that is not discriminatory, or

arbitrary, or capricious. Therefore the Court orders that
the Defendant, Commission, is immediately restrained and

enjoined from authori-zing, granting and/or issuing any

licenses to cultivate and grow medical cannabis in
Maryland prior to a full adversarial- hearing on the

propriety of granted a preliminary injunction.
Now Counsel for the Commission, youtve had a

few moments to think. Is there anything you want to add

on the issue of the amount of bond, ma'am? Or you just
don't want to be heard on that issue?

MS. NBLSON: No, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Okay. Thank you. The Court is
aware when I issue a Temporary Restraining Order, the

Court is required to issue a bond. There are certain
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times based on the statute h¡hen the Court is not required

to. But I don't think that the Plaintiffs in this case

qual-ify for that. So under the circumstances, with the

Commj-ssion not providing the Court with any information
about what damages there are, what injury there would be,

again, for this time period. The Court will impose a bond

of $100 that must be paid by the Plaintiff:
As far as a preliminary injunction, that hearing

wil-I be set for Friday, 'June 2nd, at 10:00 a.m. back here

in this courtroom. The Court notes that the Defendant did
issue a license to grow medical cannabis to Forward Grow,

LLC. And that said license may have been issued pursuant

to an arbitrary, or capricious ¡ oE unconstitutional
process. Therefore counseL for Forward Grow, LLC will be

invited to argue at the hearing on the preliminary
injunction, because there is potential that the rights of
their client will- be affected. Counsel have been advised

to argue solely on the issue of whether or not Forward

Grow, LLC's license issued on May 17th, 20ti should be

suspended pending fuII resolution of this matter.
Any questions from either side?

MR. BROWN: No, Your Honor.

MR. VüARNKEN: No, Your Honor.

MS. NELSON: No, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Thank Yoü, Counsel. I'11 see you

on June 2nd at 10:00 a.m. Thank You.

MR, BROWN: Actual1y, Yoür Honor, I do have a

question, because I'm unfamiliar.
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THE COURT: OkaY.

MR. BROWN: Iiìlith regard to the mechanism for
providing the bond to the Court. If the Court coul-d

enlighten me, I hroul-d appreciate it.
THE COURT: The Court can not enlighten you.

MR. BROVüN : Okay .

THE COURT: The Court shall- not enlighten you.

MR. BROïÍN: A1l right. Thank Your Your Honor.

THE COURT: I'11 have an order out fairly soon.

I need to sign it and date the time. I'I1 note the time

is 3: 1-0. Thank you. Thank Yoü, Counsel .

MR. BROV{N: Have a good d.y, Your Honor.

MS. NELSON: Thank You.
(Of f the record 03: 1t:24 p.m. )
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TRANSCRIBER, S CERTIFTCATE

This is to certify that the proceedings in the matter

of Alternative Medicine Maryland, LLC v. Natalie M.

LaPrade Maryland Medical Cannabis Commission, et. â1. ,

case numbers 24-C-L6-005801, heard in Circuit Court for
Baltimore City on May 25, 20L7 ' \^Ias recorded on digital
media with video.

I hereby certify that the proceedings herein

contained were transcribed by me or under my direct.ion.
That said transcript is a true and accurate record to the

best of my ability and constitutes the official- transcript
thereof.

In wj-tness thereof, I have hereunto subscribed

my name on this 30th day of May, 20L7.

Sherry R. Miller, President
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
FOR BALTIMORE CITY, MARYLAND 

ALTERNATIVE MEDIClNE 
MARYLAND LLC, 

Plaintiff; 

v. 

NATALIE M. LAPRADE MARYLAND 
MEDICAL CANNABIS, COMM'N, el 
al., 

Defendants. 

Case No. 24-C- 1600580 1 
Hon. Barry G. Williams 

MRMORANDUM IN OPPOSITION TO PRELIMINARY INJUNCTION 

ForwardGro, LLC ("ForwardGro"), tlu·ough undersigned counsel, hereby submits 

thi s Memorandum in Opposition (ForwardGro's "Opposition") to any Preliminary 

Injuncti on which would suspend the license to grow medical cannabis that has already been 

issued to ForwardGro (the "License"), and in support thereof states as fo llows: 

ForwardGro recognizes that this Court may be troubled by certai n behavior of the 

Maryland Medica l C3IUlabis Commission ("MMCC") in implementing the will of the 

Mary land Legislature, as cod ified in Md. Health-General Code § 13-330 1 (20 17), el seq. 

However, in expressi ng its displeasure, ForwardGro implores th is Court not to deprive 

medica l cannabi s fi·om the thousands of qualified Maryland pati ents who have already 

applied for the program and desperately need the relief the use of ForwardGro's Liccnse 

will bring, and whose best interest was the stated impetus of Maryland' s mcdica l cannabis 

statute. 
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In expanding any preli minary injunction to ForwardGro, thereby stripping 

ForwardGro of its vested property right in the License, the Court must, of course, examine 

" the four factors that must be found" before an injunction may issue, Ehrlich v, Perez, 394 

Md, 69 1,707 (2006) (quotation omitted). As discussed below, those four factors weigh 

heavily against a grant of such an expansive and di sruptive injunction, Even before 

evaluating those fo ur factors, however, the Court must recognize that the grant of an 

expansive preliminary injunction stripping ForwardGro of the use of its License­

providing Plaintiff Alternative Medicine Maryland , LLC ("Plaintiff') with far more 

"relief' than it has requested , upending the status quo, and taking without due process and 

without compensation ForwardGro 's vested property ri ght- is an inappropriate exercise 

of judicial discretion. 

ForwardGro has been vigilant in its compliance with the Maryland Code and the 

regulations established by the MMCC for the issuance of the License, An expansive 

preliminary injunction affecting ForwardGro would deprive it of the use of its 

consti tutionall y-protected interest in the License, More importantly, suspension of the 

License would deprive medical cannabis to thousands of Maryland patients, some of whom 

have been waiting, literally painfully, for yea rs, for implementation of the law, 

The intended benefi ciaries of Maryland 's medical cannabis program are not the 

growers of medical cannabis- as Plaintiffs pleadings seem to suggest- but "qualifying 

pati ents," See Md , Health-General Code § 13-3302(c) (201 7) ("The purpose of the 

2 
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Commission is to develop policies, procedures, guidel ines, and regulations to implement 

programs 10 make medical cannabis available to qualifYing patients in a safe and effective 

manner." (Emphasis added» . The Maryland Legislature enacted thi s law- and the Court 

should interpret it-with their best interests in mind. 

Tellingly, Plaintiffs Memorandum of Law requesting an Order to Show Cause 

Why a Preliminary Injunction Should Not Be Granted (DE 72/0, the "Motion"), while 

quoting the same language stating the purpose of the law, id. at 4, completely ignores the 

harm these Maryland patients would suffer. See id., passim. In fact, a preliminary 

injunction suspending ForwardGro's License would serve to depri ve qualiJied Maryland 

patients of the medical cannabis they need, and which, as evinced by the clea r and 

unam biguous language of the Maryland Code, the Maryland Legislature intended they 

receive. To the contrary, this Court should all ow ForwardGro to use its constitutionally-

protected License to provide the full measure of relief to these Maryland patients as the 

Maryland Legislature envisioned they wou ld receive. 

ARGUMENT 

I, ForwardGro Was No t Provided With Due Process of Law, and Cannot Now 
Be Deprived of its Legally Protected lntel'csts Pur'suant to the United States 
Constitution and the Mal-ylalld Constitution 

1. ForwardGro Has Been ])ellied Procedural Due Process 

While counse l for ForwardGro intends to participate in the .l une 2, 2017 

Preliminary Injunction Hearing in the lim ited fashion that the Court has dictated, this is by 

3 
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MEMORANDUM OF LAW 
EXCLUDED PURSUANT TO 
MARYLAND RULE 8-501(c) 
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time, and manpower it spent will be lost. Un li ke Plai ntiff, therefore, ForwardGro [aces 

real, tangible losses, should any injunction be ex panded to depri ve it of its License. 

The balance of convenience weighs in favor of ForwardGro. 

4. The Lil<clihood of Succcss 

ForwardGro believes that Plaintiff will not succeed on the merits of its case. 

However, because ForwardGro has been barred from taking discovery in this action, as its 

Motion to Intervene was denied in February, it cannot provide a full argumen t at thi s time 

as to why Plai nt iff s claims are erroneous. 

ForwardGro looks forward to taking discovery once the Court confirms that 

ForwardGro is a Defendant in thi s case. Until discovery is completed, ForwardGro states, 

on in fo rmation and belief, that it does not believe Plainti ffs Complaint will prevail. 

Therefore, ForwardGro believes, this prong also is in its favor. In any case, even should 

the Court believe that Plainti ffhas a strong li kelihood of success, the Court should not issue 

a preliminary injunction depriving ForwardGro of its License, as the remaining three 

prongs weigh heavil y in ForwardGro's favo r. 

CO NCLUSION 

Any preliminary injunct ion thi s Court may issue shoul d not affirmatively suspend 

the License and deprive ForwardGro of the co nt inued use of its License. 

19 
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Dated: May 30, 20 17 

Respectfully submitted, 

//'~ 

By: ..:z-~,~ h ipcQ. ,J 
J Ira T. Kasdan 

Joseph D. Wi lson 
Bezalel Stern (pro hac vice to be filed) 
KELLEY DRYE & WARREN LLP 
3050 K Street, N. W., Suite 400 
Washington, D.C. 20007 
(202) 342·8400 (phone) 
(202) 342·8451 (facsimile) 
Email: i kasc\an(iilkell eyc\rye.colD. 

j wi Ison(iJ)kell cvdrye.coJl1 
bstcrn(i/)ke II eyd rye.cOln 

Counsel f or ForwardGro. LLC 

20 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I HEREBY certify that on this 30th day of May, 201 7, a copy of the foregoing was 
served, by first class mail , postage prepaid, and via email, on: 

Brian S. Brown 
Chri stopher T. Casciano 
Brown & Barron LLC 

7 SI. Paul Street, Suite 800 
Baltimore, Maryland 2 1202 

Byron L. Warnken 
Warnken, LLC 

2 Reservoir Circle, # 104 
Baltimore, MD 2 1208 

John A. Pica, JI'. 
Royston, Mueller, McLean & Reid, LLl' 
102 W. Pennsylvania Avenue, Suit 600 

Bal timore, MD 21204 

Attol'l1eys/or Plaintiff Alternative Medicine Maryland, LLe 

Heather B. Nelson 
Office of the Attorney General 

Maryland Department of Health & Mental Hygiene 
300 West Preston Street, Suite 302 

Baltimore, Maryland 2 1201 

Altorney/or D~rendal1ts 

Ira T. Kasdan 
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From: Alyson Parke r-Kie rzewski <~J'y_~.!J: .. ~. ~~!?'~~.YJ_~~t@))."\",t,!fD.t!.!:.t.?..:.gqy> 
Date: May 25, 2017 at 6:07:36 PM EDT 
To: John Pica <:!!:iGl@jg.h.!:!.PJ.GLCO QJ.>, Bria n Brown < .!lQ.r..<2..~,!]@Q.!:!,~_\'y..D.~rron£Q.~>, Byron Warnken 

<QYIQ.Q.@.warnkenlaw.c.:onl>, Heather Nelso n -OHMH - <h.ga t"tl~!.~!.lt;Jl'onl @!D~Hylan.iLg~J."I!> , Michael Berman 
<.f\I1Berrnan@rwl ls.colll>, "Alan M. Rifkin" <arifkin@rw!ls.colll>, "B_QQ..eJ:.t.lllcc r(1"y~ml1.!.Y1l£!11~Q~" 

<gQ..berLmccra_\'.~JandcRQY> 

Subject: Order from May 25, 2017, TRO hearing 

Counse l, 

Please be advised that, I have faxed out the TRO Order to all parties. The original has been filed with the 
Clerk's office and you should receive a time-stamped copy from th em. 

Mr. Berman and Mr. Rifkin, I have included you in this message because t he Court, at the TRO hearing, 
invited counsel for only Forwa rdGro, LLC, to briefly argue at t he Prelim inary Injun ction Hearing 

schedu led for June 2, 2017 at 1O:00am in Court room 528E, only on t he issue of if the Preliminary 
Injunction is granted whether or not the license issued to ForwardGro, LLC should be suspended. To that 
end, I have se nt you a copy of t he TRO order as well. 

Best, 
Alyso n Pa rker Kierzewski 

Law Clerk to th e Honorable Barry G. Williams 
Bal t imore City Circuit Court 
111 N. Calvert Street , 534E 
(410)545-3516 (offi ce) 
.£)Iys 0 n. kie rzews I< i@rndcou rts.gov 

CIRCULAR 230 NOTICE: To ensu re compliance with req uirements imposed by the IRS under Circu lar 23 0, we inform you 
that any U.S. federa l tax advice co ntained in t his communicat ion (including attachments), un less otherwise specifically 
stated, was not intended or written to be used, and ca nnot be used, for the purpose of (I ) aVOid ing penalties under the 
Intern al Revenue Code or (2) promoting, marketing or recommending to another party any matters addressed herei n. 

CO NFIDENTIALITY NOTI CE : This co mm unication may con tain privileged or othe r confide ntia l information. I(you are not 

t he intended recip ient, or believe you have received this commun icatio n in error, please do not print , copy, retransmit, 

disseminate or ot herwise use the information. Also, please indica te to the sender that you have received this message in 

error and delete th e copy you received. Thank you. 
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IN TI-IE CIRCUIT C O URT 
FOR BALTIMORE CITY, MARYLAND 

ALTERNA TI VE MEDIC INE 
MA RY LAND LLC, 

Plaint iff, 

v. 
Case No. 24-C- 1600580 I 
Hon. Barry G. Will iams 

NATALI E M. LAPR ADE MARYLAND 
M EDICAL CANNA BIS, COMM'N, el 

ai., 

Defendants. 

AFFlDA VIT OF GAIL L. RAND 

I, GA IL RAND , state that: 

I. I have persona l knowledge of the facts contained herein. I am over 18 years 

of age and a c itizen o f Maryland. I am competent to testify to the facts conta ined here in. 

2. I provide th is Affidavit in support of ForwardGro, LLC 's Oppos ition to 

Prel iminary Injunction in the above-captioned acti on. 

3. ForwardGro, LLC ("ForwardG ro") is a Maryland limited liab ility company 

formed to obta in a license from the Nata lie M. LaPrade Mary land Medi cal Ca nnabis 

Commi ssion ("MMCC") to cu ltivate medica l ca nn abis. 

4. I am th e Chi ef Financ ial Officer and Pati ent Advocate a t Forward Gro, as 

wel l as an owner and member of the company. In add it ion , I am an aClive, licensed 
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Certilied Public Accountant in the State of Maryland and a member of the Ma ryland 

Association of Certi tied Pub lic Accou ntants. 

5. ForwardGro is a licenscd operati ng entity that currentl y has nine full time 

emp loyees . ForwardGro currentl y o perates a greenhou se in Anne A rundel County, where 

it is current ly cu ltivatin g medica l cannabi s. f'orwardG ro 's med ica l d irector is a board­

certi fi ed anesthesio log ist and nationally recogni zed prcsenter on the medical use o f 

cannabis for pain management, ca ncer related uses, and as an opioid replacement. 

6. O n August 15, 20 16, f'orwardGro recei ved pre-approva l to cu lt ivate 

medica l cannab is fro m the MMCC . 

7. T he process to obta in thetinal license enta ilcd an extens ive am ount of work 

to get our fac ility ready fo r operation, our procedures documented , our team trained and 

our systems operational. 

8. T he MMCC performed extensive due diligence and a thorough inspection 

. of our I-acre greenhou se and rel ated operat ions cenle r, inc luding a ll the re lated security 

protoco ls. 

9. Getting o ur operations ready to grow in our high techno logy grcenhouse 

required ForwardGro's owners to contribute a significant amount of funds. 

10. The Fo rwa rdG ro team spent a substantial amount of lime, resources and 

expertise in ordcr to cnsure that the compa ny was o perati ona l as soon as possible to 

prov idc med ic ine to the thousands of patients who could bcnefit fro m this medi ci ne. 

II. ForwardGro's ab il ity to become quick ly operational was fac ili tated by thc 

expe rience of its princ ipal s - they have dccades of agricultural experi ence be tween them 
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- and th e fact that the principals already owned the Anne Arundel propcrty on which our 

grow fac ili ty is located. At the time ForwardGro applied for a medical cannabis license, 

the abili ty to retrofit this ex isting propcrty into a growing facility a ll owed ForwardGro to 

become quickl y ready fo r its licensure in specti on. 

12. ForwardGro also wrotc its appl ication to the MMCC in rapid time. Do ing 

that enab led us to imp lement our standard operating procedures, processes, and systems 

in rapid time when we received our license, as we were extremel y familiar with the plan. 

13. ForwardGro 's efforts and investment paid off. On May 17,2017 , the 

MMCC issued ForwardG ro a license to cu lti vate medi ca l cannabi s in Maryland at our 

Anne Arundel County fac ili ty. I was present at the MM CC meeting on May 17, 2017 at 

wh ich that license was issued. 

14. At that meetin g, Commissioner Dario Broccolino, who IS th e State' s 

Attorney for Howard Co unty, gave thc repo rt of the Fina l Rev icw Subcom mittee 

recomm cnding that the "growe r appli cati on and prcapprov al be converted to the issuance 

of a growe r's li cense ." During the discuss ion prior to the vote, Commissioner Brocco lino 

comm ended ForwardGro for being the IIrst ones out of the gate and getting Maryland' s 

medica l cannabis program rolling and operati onal. Further, at the May 17th MMCC 

meet ing, Patrick Jameson, Executive Di rector of MM CC menti oned that over 6,000 

patients have already appli ed to receive permits to obtain medical cannab is, and that over 

4,000 have been registered. A May 17, 2017 Baitilllore Sun article sta tes that 276 

physicians have registered to be able to recommend med ica l cannabis to patients. 
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15. I am the mother o f a 7-year o ld child with severe special necds who suffers 

from Epilepsy, A utism and Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder. I have been 

advocating for safe access to medica l can nabi s in Maryland s ince 201 3. 

16. I was overjoycd that ForwardG ro was the first licensee, because I knew we 

were on the critica l path in get ting medi cine for my son and many others who suffer and 

who wo uld be he lped by rece ivi ng mcd ical cannab is treatment. 

17. I am extremely concerned about what any restraint or injunction on 

ForwardGro's ab ili ty to cultivate and se ll medical cannabi s, and what that could mean fo r 

my child 's health and we ll -be ing. 

18. I have many fr iends in other parts of the country who are seeing rcmarkable 

results with medica l cannabi s treatments, part icularl y in managing sc izures. My son needs 

access to the regul ated, lab-tested, and quality med icine that would be offered by 

ForwardGro in Maryland. 

19. Any delay in the prod ucti on and di stribution of th is medicine would harm 

pati ents who are su ffer ing and have already wai ted years fo r sa fe access to this potenti all y 

life-sav ing medic ine. 

20. Any restra int o r inj uncti on of the li cens ing process creates substant ial 

uncerta in ty fo r patient s and for Fo rward Gro. 

FURTHER AFF IANT SA YET I-I NOT. 

JT hc remainder of thi s page is purposeful ly blank; the signature page fo ll ows.] 
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1 solemnly affiIn1 under the pcnalties nf peljury that the contents of the foregoil1g 

paper are true to the best of my knowledge, information, and belicL 

Executed on May 30, 2017 in lC) -\ h\ 0 f\ 
".-~ -

~.-\ q! ':1 \ o/r~ 
(-i\ -- ,'-' V ': "s:.s,c'A_ .. i) '/-,{ 

Gail L Rand 
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
FOR BAL TIMOI~E CITY, MARYLAND 

ALTERNATIVE MEDIC INE 
MARYLAND LLC, 

Plai nt iff, 

v. Case No. 24-C- 1600580 I 
I-Ion. Barry G. Wi lli am s 

NATALIE M. LAPRAD E MARYLAND 
MEDI CA L CANNA BI S, COMM'N, el 

al., 

Defendants . 

AFFIDAVIT OF DEBRA KTMLESS, M.D. 

I, DEBRA K IM LESS, hav ing been fi rst duly sworn, upon oath, depose and state: 

I . I have personal knowledge of the facts contained herein. I am over 18 years 

of age and a citizen of Pennsy lvania. I am competent to test ify to the fact s contained here in . 

2 . I prov ide thi s Affidav it in support of ForwardGro, LLC 's Opposition to 

Preliminary Injunction in the above-capti oned action. 

3 . I am medical director 1'01' ForwardGro, LLC ("Forwa rdG ro"), and a board-

certified anesthesio log ist. I j o ined the Forward Gro team at its inception. 

4. I have studi ed the lise of cannab is fo r medica l purposes and its medica l 

app licati ons around the world and in this country. 

5. In Js rae l, I learned a great dea l abollt med ica l cannabis and it s use . I met 

with Dr. Raphael M cchou lnm, the scientist considered the father of cannabis research \,\lho 
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discovered the elements of the endocannab ino id system, and learned from him how 

medical cannabi s interacts with in human bodies and how it should be applied for medical 

uses . Add itionall y, I met w ith Dr. Lumi r Hanus, a scientist who discovered many elements 

of the endoca nn abino id system and learned about cutting edge app lications of medical 

cannabis for the treatment of diseases, inc luding cancer, epilepsy, and pain. 1 also met with 

Dr. Mikal Dar, the chief medica l o ffi cer for the cannab is division of the Israeli Department 

of Hea lth and discussed the importance of pa tient access to med ical cannabis fo r the 

treatment of di seases. And in Israel, I watched the administration of med ica l cannabis to 

patients in hospita ls, and spoke with them and their families to understand the benefits of 

medica l cannabis. 

6. In the Netherl ands, 1 studied at the Masterclass a t Bedrocan, the ir nat ion's 

medica l cannabis prod ucer where scientists and doctors and regulators from around the 

world became educated about the importance of medical cannabis through examining white 

paper repo rts, case studies and bas ic science research . 

7. I have st udi ed at con ferences, courses and conventions to understand the 

medica l app lication of cannab is. 

8. I am a nationa lly recognized expert on the medi ca l usc of can nab is. 

9. I personally guide over 170 pat ients in states whcre medical cannab is is 

legal and have them admi ni ster a microdose of medical cann ab is oil. 

10. I gath er the pati ents' response to medica l ca nnabis and I prcscnt thi s 

inrOr11l flt ion as case studies at conferences nationa lly and internationall y. 
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II. j am a nationa ll y sought-after presenter on the medica l use of cannabis for 

pain management, cancer related lIses and as an opioid replacement. 

12. I have presented case studies in Isracl and England and at Harvard 

Univers ity to name the most recent. 

13. For a few ex amples of some case studies: 

• j guided the fami ly of an 8-yearo ld ch ild with metastatic cancer who 

went from hospice to remission us ing microdose medical cannabis 

o il on ly. 

• I gu ided a 70-year old otherwise healthy man with inoperab le brain 

cancer that was resi stant to chemotherapy to use microdose medical 

cannabis oil whi ch resulted in the shrinking of the tumor and better 

cognitive fun ctioning. 

• j g uided an 80-year o ld man with aggressive metastatic prostatc 

cancer, wh ich was unresponsive to conventional treatment, wi th 

microdose medical cannabi s oil. I-Ie is now manag ing his cancer 

and is able to go to work every day. 

14 . I have helped to guidc many patients to reduce o r replace opioid s with low 

dose med ica l ca nn abis o il. 

15. My first-hand expcriences with over 170 patients and my study ing and 

understand in g o rthe biochemi stry, physio logy and pharmacodynami cs/k inet ics ormedica l 

cannabis is that it is a lifc-saving life-improving medicine that has very low ri sk for side 

ericcts . 
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16, Maryland patients wou ld receive simi lar benefits from med ica l cannabis 

with a low s ide effects ri sk and shou ld be allowed access to medica l cannabis, 

17, Patients in Maryland have listened to my leclures, J am routinely contacted 

by patients or their families from Maryland begging fo r medical cannabi s, 

18, Preventing or suspending ForwardGro 's ability to continue to act on its 

license to culti vate medi cal cannabis wi ll be det ri mental to the hea lth and well-being of the 

patients in Ma ryland , 

19, Among other detrimental im pacts, preventi on or suspensio n of 

ForwardGro 's ab il ity to continue to culti vate to safe, effec tive, standardized medical 

cannabis to patients will force many of them to go to the black market for cannabis, which 

could lead to exposure to potentially contam inated prod ucts that could be lethal. 

20 , Mary land has an opioid epidemic, Governor Hoga n declared a state of 

emergency in March 201 7 yet the death toll from overdoses continues to rise, Suboxone 

and methadone are no t solving the problem, States with med ical cannabis programs have 

a s ignificant ly lower overdose mortal ity rate, Withhold ing med ica l cannabis is costing the 

li ves o r Marylanders, 

2 1. Chil dren with epilepsy refracto ry to conventiona l therapies are dy in g 

wai ling fo r med ica l cannab is. 

22, Hospi ce patients In Maryland prese nt ly have no alternat ives to opi oids 

which is not a one-s izc fits a ll med icati on and is frau ght w ith many negat ivc s ide effects, 

FU RTH ER A rFIANT SA YETH NOT, 
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I solemnly nffiJ111 unde,. the penalties of peljmy that the contents of the forcgo.i ng 

paper arc true to the hest ot'my Imowledge, informatioll, and belief. 

hecuted on May 30, 2017 in 
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IN Tl-IE CIRCUIT COURT 
FOR BALTIMORE CITY, MARYLAND 

ALTERNATIV E MEDIC INE 
MARYLAND LLC, 

Plaintiff, 

v. 
Case No. 24-C-1600580 I 
I-Ion. Barry G. Williams 

NATALIE M. LAPRADE MARYLAND 
MED ICAL CANNAB IS, COMM'N, et 
al., 

Defendants. 

AFFIDA VIT OF GARY MANGUM 

I, GARY MANGUM, state that: 

I. I have persona l knowledge of the facts contained herein . I am over 18 years 

o f age and a citizen of Maryland. I am competent to testify to the facts conta ined herein. 

2. I provide thi s Affidavit in support of ForwardGro, LLC's Opposition to 

Preliminary Injunct ion in the above-captioned action . 

3. I am the Vice President and Chief Horticulturist at ForwardGro, LLC 

("ForwardGro"), as well as an owner and member of ForwardGro. ForwardGro was 

formed to obtain a li cense from the Natalie M. LaPrade Mary land Med ical Cannabis 

Commiss ion ("MMCC") to cu lti vate med ica l cannabi s. 
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4. On May 17,201 7, the MMCC issued ForwardGro a license to cultivate 

medical cannabi s in Maryland at the company's Anne Arundel County fac ility. I was 

present at the MMCC meeting on May 17,201 7 at which that license was issued. 

5. Gelling olll' operations ready to grow in our hi gh technology greenhouse 

requ ired ForwardGro's owners (0 contribute a significant amount of funds. The 

ForwarciGro team spent a substantial amount of time and ex pertise to ensure we were 

operat ional as soon as poss ib le to prov ide medicine to the thousands of patients who cou ld 

benefi t from thi s medicine. 

6. In addi tion to thi s patient-centric desire, the Maryland medi ca l cannabi s 

statute requ ired completion within one yea r of award of stage I li cense. 

7. Zoning & county specific cannabis-related regulatory requirements 

required s ignificant engagement by the ForwardGro team in order to ensure full 

understanding and comp liance with the regulatory requirements, in the most timely manner 

poss ible. The ab ili ty to retrofit an ex isting greenhouse and operations fac ili ty all owed for 

ou r ability to be ready for stage 2 final inspecti on within nine months of the stage I 

announcement. 

8. The principa ls of ForwardGro have made a s ignifi cant investment in being 

ab le to culti vate medica l ca nn ab is. The principa ls of ForwardGro have spent over 

$8, I 00,000.00 on amo ng o ther things: 

• retrofitting and spec iall y equipping the greenhouse at its Anne 

Arundel Cou nty into a state-of-the-art cannabi s growing fac ility. 

The total cost o f the greenhouse retrotit was $6,824,383; and, 
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• for human resources - i.e., the labor and specia[izcd personn el 

needed to develop procedures, tra in the company's cu ltivation team, 

ensure compl iance with app[icab[c regulations and law, manage the 

faci li ty and tend to cu ltivati on. 

9. Should an injunction issue suspending l'orwardGro 's License, and thus 

depriving it of the use of its L icense, the money, time, and manpower that ForwardGro has 

spent in the forcgoi ng rcgards w ili be lost or, at a minimum, s ignificantl y impaired. 

[0. l'orwardGro has hired employees and consultants and engaged vendors to 

provide it w ith necessary services for its cultivation operations. To date, nine employees 

have been hired who have passed background and drug tests, with more employees 

schedul ed to be on-boarded over the next week. [n addition to emp loyees, ForwardGro 

has engaged spec ia lty consultants in the field of agricu lture (e.g., integrated pest 

management and nu tri ent management plann ing), and a vendor that provides security 

agents to protect our facility. Anne Arunde[ County law requ ires multiple armed securi ty 

agents at a[ [ times. Thus, our security agents, who are veterans, cover the fac ility 24 hours 

a day, seven days a wcek . T he cost for ou r security service alone exceeds approximately 

$650,000.00 an nually. 

[ [. [ am the father of a 2 [-year o ld who suffers from epilepsy. Prio r to the 

legisla tion be ing passed in Mary[and [cga[izing med icinal can nabis, it was recomm ended 

by mcdica[ pro fess ional s that [ pay attenti on to cannabi s as a potcntia[ trcatment for my 

SOil , even if it meant rc- Iocating to a state whe re the li se of medica l cannabi s was lega l. I 
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was recons idering re- Iocating to a different state prior to the passage of Maryland medica l 

cannabis law. 

12. I met Gail Rand, who would go on to become the CFO of ForwardGro and 

its Patient Advocate, wh ile advocating to brin g lega l med ica l cannabis to Maryland fo r my 

son and thousands or others like him. 

13. I am extremely concerned about what any restra int, suspens ion or inju nction 

on Forwa rdGro 's license to culti vate med ical can nabis could mea n for my chi ld 's health 

and well-being. 

14. I have acq uaintances in other parts of the country who are seeing remarkab le 

results from the use of med ica l cannabis, pattieu larly in managing seizures. My son needs 

access to the regulated , lab-tested, and quali ty medicine that could be offered by 

ForwardGro in Maryland . 

15. In add ition to my son, other persons will suffer should access to medical 

can nabi s in Maryland be delayed. For example, a number of severely wounded combat 

veterans that have undergo ne many operations along w ith long term physica l therapy at 

Wa lter Reed Army Med ical Center. Some of these veterans have confided in ForwardGro 

that thcy see medica l can nab is as a very important alternative to api aids far pai n 

management. One afthese severe ly wounded combat veterans is a lead on ForwardGro 's 

security tca m. 
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16. Any delay in the production of th is medicine would harm patients who arc 

suffering and have a lready waited years for safe access of this potentiall y life-sav ing 

medicine. 

FURTH ER AFFIANT SA YETH NOT. 

[The remainder o f the page is purposefull y blank; the signature page fO ll ows.] 
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I solemnly lIffinTI under the penalties of perjury that the contents of the foregoing 

paper arc hue to the best of my knowledge, information, and belief. 

Executed on May 30,2017 in 
L~(:) 'r I) , d f,J ,i f/~ · I / / f?. '-) 1.-0 1'\... ) 1:::> 

- -----

r ') c-\ 5M l~ 
.:~ Gary L. Mangum -----
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IN THE CJRCUIT COURT 
FOR BAL TlMORE CITY, MARYLAND 

ALTERNATIVE MEDICINE 
MARYLAND LLC, 

Plaintiff, 

v. Case No. 24-C- 1600580 I 
Hon. Barry G. Williams 

NATALIE M. LAPRADE MARYLAND 
MED ICAL CANNABIS , COMM 'N, e/ 

al., 

Defendants. 

AFFJDA VIT OF CAROL LOVELESS 

I, CAROL LOVELESS, having been first du ly sworn, upon oath, depose and state: 

I. I have personal knowledge of the facts contained herein. I am over 18 years 

of age. I am competent to testify to the facts contained herein. 

2. I prov ide this Affidavit in support of ForwardGro, LLC's Opposition to 

Prelim inary Injunction in the above-captioned action . 

3. I am the owner of Elite Asset Protection. Elite Asset Protection was formed 

in August 20 15, with the miss ion to hire US Military Veterans to provide secu rity services 

to the Maryland Med ica l Cannabi s Industry. 

4. Elite Asset Protection has hired twelve security ollicers to secure the 

property, product and people of ForwardGro. All of the eight ful l time officers that Elite 

Asset Protection has engaged to do that have res igned from other fu ll time jobs to accept 

this position. Three or the security offi cers have relocated to take thi s positi on. 
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5. The security staff serv ing ForwardGro includes a diverse group of' 

individua ls, includ ing Black/African American individuals. 

6. 

$682,000. 

7. 

8. 

The annua l expectcd revcnuc from Forward Gro to Elite Asset Protecti on is 

E li te Asset Protection is a Woman Owned Business 

As the owner of Elite Asset Protection, 1 invested two years as a consultant 

and have personall y financed expenditures to cover recruiting, hi ring, licensing, tra ining, 

uni forms, equ ipment and payro ll for officers and staff to get this bus iness off the ground. 

Suspension or loss of thi s bus iness with ForwardGro wou ld at this j uncture create a 

financial loss ofapprox imatcly $275,000 and most likely req uire J fil e ban kruptcy. 

FURTHER AFFIANT SA YETI-/ NOT. 

[The remainder of thi s page is purposefu lly blank; the signature page fo llows.] 
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J solemnly affirm under the penalties of peljnry that the cOlltellts of the foregoing 

paper are true to the best of my knowledge, information, and. belief. 

E 001102

l solemnly affirm under the penalties of peury that the contents of the foregoing 

paper are true to the best of my knowledge, information, and belief. 

Executed on May 30, 2017 in daff/"""i’_ ”7/5,”? 
H; 

CIA/46% .: 

Carol 0. Loveless 
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NATALIE M. LAPRADE MARYLAND
MEDICAL CANNABIS COMM'N, et al

CIRC]TJIT'CJOTJRT

FOR

BALTIMORE CITY

Defendants
CASE NO. 24-C-1 6-005801

And

TEMESCAL V/ELLNESS OF MARYLAND, LLC
One East Pratt Street, Suite 904
Baltimore, }v4.D21202

Proposed Intervening Defendaú.
d!{<}k*;}

TEMESCAL \ilELLNDSS OF M¿,3YI=,AND. L,LC',.S -çOIiSQI,.I,DATtrD,
MO'rION TO DISSOLVE AND/OR MODIFY TEMPORARY RESTRATNTNG ORD-,ER,ì

TO OPPOSE THE MOTTON FqR PRtrLIMIANRY INJUNCTION AND TO
ADOPT VARIOUS ARGUMEI'.IJIS AND AVIDENCtr SUBMITTtrD BY MOVANTS

JANE DOE. JOHN DOIÙ. CURIO WELLNDSS. LLçLD_OCTOR'S ORDERS
MéßyLA\{D..I,Þq. GREEN LEAF MEDICAL. LLC,I(INp TUERAPSIITICS. USA

LLC. SUN MED-(;IIQïVERS. LLC. MARYLANp WHOLESALE MEpICAL CANNABIS
TRADE ASSOCIATION. AND THE COALIT'ION FOR PATIENT MEDICINAI,

ACCESS. LLC. MOTION TO INTERVENE. A.ryD MOTION TO ESTABLTSH BOND IN
T4.F-ÞYEI.{T ÅI{ INJUNCTION IS GRANTED PURSU.åNT Io MD. RULß' 1s-s03(a)

Telnescal Wellness of Mzuyland, LLC, by its attorneys, Robed B. Schulmau, Schulman,

Flershñeld & Gilden, P.4., Paul D, Beklnan, and Bekman, Marder & Atkins, LLC, hereby f,rles

this Consolidatecl Motion to: Dissolve and/or Moclify'l'eutporary ì(estrairring Orcler, Oppose the

Motion for Plelirninary Injurrction, Aclopt the Various Argurnents and Eviclence Submittecl by

Movants Jane l)oe, John Doe, Curio Wellness, LLC, Doctor's Or<lers Malyland, LLC, Green

Leaf Medical, LLC, I(ind Therapeutics, USA, LLC, Sun Med Growers, LLC, Maryland

r|. .$

Wholesale Medical Camabis Tladc Association, and thc Coalition for Patient MedicinalAccess,
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LLC, Intervene in this Action, ancl Establish Boncl in the event an Irrjunction is Granted putsuant

to Md. Rule l5-503(a), and states as follows:

L Temescal W'ellness of Maryland, LLC ("Temescal") adopts and incorpomtes each

and every averment and argument as set forth in Jane Doe, John Doe, Curio Wellness, LLC,

Doctor's Orders Maryland, LLC, Green Leaf Meclical, LLC,I(ind Therapeutics, USA, LLC, Sun

Med Growers, LLC, Marylancl 'Wholesale Medical Cannabis Trade Association, and the

Coalition for Patient Meclicinal Access, LLC's Motion to Dissolve or Modi$ TRO, Motion to

Intervene in this Action, Motion for Stay Pending Appeal and Opposition to Motion for

Preliminary Injunctiorr

2. Te¡nescal incorporates the attached Afficlavit of Edward T. Rebholz, Jr. as Exhibit

1 to this Motion.

3. Temescal is a Stage 1 awardee of a medical cannabis grower license and is

expecting to receive its full Stage 2 licensure on ot before August 15,2017.

4. Temescal has a direot property interest or other interest in this action that will be

impairecl if it is not pennitted to intervene. Any further delay caused directly by this action

would be extre¡nely plejudicial to Temescal.

WIIEREFORE, Temescal Wellness of Maryland, LLC, respectfully requests that its

Co¡solidated Motion be granted, and that all relief requestecl therein be appliecl.

Respectfu lly Submitted,

Dated: May 31,2017
Robert B. Schulman
Schulman, I{ershfield & Gilden, P.A.
1 E. Pratt Street, Suite 904
Baltimore, Marylancl 21202
rbs@SHG-Legal.com
4 I 0-3 32-0850 Telephone
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Dated: May 31,2017
P D. Bekman
Belcman, Marder & LLC
300 W. Pratt Street, #450
Baltimorg Maryland 21201
bekman@bmalawf irm. com
(41 0) 53 9-6633 Telephone
(410) 625-9555 Facsímile

Counselþr Temescal Wellness of Maryland, LLC

CBRTIX'ICATE OF SERVICE

I HEREBY CERTIFY that on this 31$ day of May,2017, a copy of the foregoing was

mailed via first-class, postage pre-paid mail, and via electronic mail to:

Ira T. Kasdan
Allan Vy'einer

Joseph D. IVilson
Bezalel Stern (pro hac více to be filed)
I(elley Drye & V/aren, LLP
3050 K Steet, N.V/., Suite400
Washington, DC 20007
ikasdanlâkell evdrve. com
awei ner(Økellevdrve. colg

iwilson@kelleydr)'e. com
bstemlDkellevdrve.com

Counsel for Forwar dGro, LLC

John A. Pioa, Jr.
Pica & Assocíates, LLC
14 State Circle
Annapolis, MD 21401
JPicalDiohnoica,com

Counsel for Plaíntilf Alternatìve Medicine Maryland, LLC

Brian S, Brown
ChLristopher T. Casciano
Brown & Banon, LLC
7 St. Par¡l Street, Suite 800

Baltimore, MD21207
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bbro wnfô.browntr an on. coln

C ouns e I þr P I aint iff A I t e r n a t iv e Me di c i tte Mar yl and, L LC

Byron Warnken
Warnken, LLC
2 Reservoir Circle, #104
Baltimore, M'D21208
bvronôwarnkenlaw.com

Counsel þr Plaintiff Alternative Medicine Maryland, LLC

Heather B. Nelson
Robert D. McCray
Office of the Attorney General
Malyland Department of Health & Mental Hygiene
300 West Preston Sû'eet, Suite 302
Baltimore, Malyland 21201
Heather.nelson 1 @marylancl. sov
Rob ert. mccray@q.4r-yland, gov

Counsel þr Defendants

Arnold M.'Weiner
Michael D. Berman
Barly L. Gogel
Rifl<in, Weiner, Livingston, LLC
2002 Clipper Park Road, Suite 108

Baltirnore, MD 2l2ll
aweiner(òrwllaw.com
lrberman@twllaw.com
bgoeel@rwllaw.cgm

Counsel þr Jane Doe, John Doe, Cu'io IVeIIness, LLC, Doctot"s Orders Maryland, LLC,

Green Leaf Medical, LLC, Kind. Therapeutics, USA, LLC, SunMed Grotvers, LLC,
luÍaryland Wolesale Medicel Cannabis h'ade Association and the Coalition þr Pqtient
Medicinal Access, LLC

Alan M. Rifkin
Rifkin, Weiner, Livingston, L[,C
225Dtke of Gloucester Street
An-napolis, MD21401
arifkin@rwllaw.c.em

Counselfor Jane Doe, John Doe, Curia kl/ellne,ss, L,l,C, Doctor's Orders Maryland, LLC,

Green Lecf Medical, LLC, Ifincl Therapetttics, USA, LLC, SunMed Growers, LLC,
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Maryland Wholesale Medical Cannabis Trade Assoclatlon and the Coalitìonþr Patíent

Medicinal Access, LLC

Sydney M. Patterson, Esq..

Bruce L. Marcus, Esq.
Law Offices ofMarcus Bonsib' LLC
6411 Ivy Lane, Suite 116
Greenbelt, MLD20770
SPatterson@marcupbonsib. com

b¡marcus@ma¡cusbsnsib. com

Counsel þr Intervenor Holistic Industríes, LLC

Danielle M. Vraniar¡ Esq.

Ga¡y R Jones, Esq,

Bæcter', Baker, Sidle, Conn & Jones, P.A.
120 EastBaltimore Street, Suite 2100

Baltimore, Ìv1D21202
DMVtâ.bbsclaw.com
gTjIDBBSCl-ew.com
Counselfor Intervenor Holtstic Industrles, LLC

Robert B. Schulman
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ALTERNATIVE MEDICINE MARYLAND,
LLC, et al.,

CIRCUIT COIJRT
Plaintiff,

FOR BALTIMORE CITY
V

Case No. 24-C-1 6-005801
NATALIE M. LAPRADE MARYLAND
MEDICAL CANNABIS, COMM'N., et al.,

Defendants

AITFIDAVIT OF DDWARD T. REBHOLZ. JR.

I, the undersigned, declare or affirn as follows:

1. I have personal lcnowledge of the facts contained herein. I am over 18 yeals of

age and a citizen of Maryland. I am cornpetent to testify to the facts contained herein.

2, Temescal 'Wellness of Maryland, LLC ("Tenescal") is a Maryland timited

liability company formed for, among other things, the purpose of seelcing a license from the

Maryland Medical Cannabis Commission ("MMCC'), ancl then for cultivating medical cannabis

and dishibuting it to eligible patients thlough charurels established and approved by the laws of

Maryland.

3. On August 15,2076, Temescal was approved by the MMCC for a Stage 1 grower

license, after a rigorous and costly application process. Temescal in now in the final stages of flre

Stage 2 approval ancl licensure prooess, Temescal lrro:flfers that it believes in good faith that it

will timely meet all requiremerrts for Stage 2 approval and licensrue by July 1,,2017

4, I am told that under COMAR 10.62.08.06.8, MMCC may rescincl pre-approval

"if tlr.e gro'wer is not operational within I year of pre-approval." Therefore, immediately after

pre-approval on August 15,2016, Ternescal began taking steps to l¡ecome operational on ol

before Augr.rst 15, 20L7 .
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5. In filrtherance of the MMCC's goal to promote diversity in the Maryland cannabis

indushy, Temescal helcl a diversity job fair in Baltimore City on Februaly 28, 20L7. To clate,

fifty (50%) percent of Temescal's hired employees a¡e minorities,

6. Growing medical grade caunabis is a highly-technical process that requires a

snbstantial investment and a substantial amowrt of tirne and expertise is needed to clevelop a

secuïe and effective cultivation facility. It is necessary to build or lease an appropliate facility,

hire and û'ain employees, purchase expensive and unique ecluipment, and take other steps

requirecl by law.

7. Temescal is in the final stages of completing construction of its 44,000-square

foot cultivation and processing facility located in Baltimore, Malyland a¡rd is scheduled to

receive its Use & Occupancy perlrit from Baltimore City on June 23,2077. z\ny and all delay is

costly. Tlús facilþ reptesents an investment in excess of $7,000,000 and it is intended to enable

Temescal to bring its national market leading medical cannabis operations and products to

thousands of Marylærd patients.

8. Any restraint or iqjunction of the licensing process creates substantial uncertainty

for Temescal and will cause it to immediately layoff all of its empioyees until such time as the

mattet is resolved and Temescal is able to commence operations. This will cause.significant

harclship to Temescal's employees ancl managernent. For example, as CEO of Temescal, I

uprooted my fanrily fi'om Oaklaird, California and moved us across the country in December

20L6, Wwife was forced to leave her job where she hacl. been employecl at McKesson as a Vice

President of Anal14ic Seruices for the past five years. V/e also rnade the agontzing decision to

remove our fir'e-year olcl daughter from her school to place her in a local Baltimore school at the

mid-yeal point,
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9. In addition to tåe foregorng there is a stahrtory moratorium on additional grower

licenses through Jrme 1, 2018. This is a'Ttrstto market" provision and it is an important benefit.

Any delay in licensure shortens that benefit and is prejudicial.

10. In addition to tåe foregoing I am exfremely conoemed that if the facility is not

operational on or before August 15,20t1, MMCC may resoind p¡p-approval under COMAR

10.62.08.06.8.

11. I a¡n the Chief Exeoutive Officer, and an owlrer and mernber of Temescal.

soleuurly affirm r¡nder the penalties of perjury and upon personal knowledge that the

contents of the foregoing paper æe true.

TEMESCAI WELLNBSS OF MARYLAND, LLC

nv, €l [,ll*t il,- ,

rdwald r. Rebhola Jd. {
May3l,20L7
Executed inMarylmd
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ALTËI{NATIVË MEDICINE MARYLAND, et al.

Plaintiffs,

Y¡

NATALIE M. IAPRADE MARYIAND.
MEDICAL CAñNABIS'COMMN, et al,

Defendants,

And

TEMESCAT TÍ/ELLNESS. OF }úÁITYLAND, I,LC
One East Pratt Street, Sulte 904
Baitimore,, lvID'21202

IN TI{E

qIRCUIT COURT

FOR

BA,LTIMORE CITY

cAsE NO. 24-C-1 6-005801

* *: **

*
*
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*
*
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*
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t
*
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*
tt

ü

*rß {r*,1.

Motisn.

Proposod Intervoni¡rg Deferr{ant,
'r¡*.***

Dated: May 31,2fl17

Dated: May 31,2017

fur-d:fu

RECIIIIST'T'OA. HDÄRING

Movant, Temescal \Mellnesg of Mgrylqnd" LLG lequeits e hearing oñ its Consolidatod

Respeotñrlly Submitted,

RobertB. Sshulnran
Schulman, Hershfield & Gild.en, P.A.
I B. Pratt Street, Suite 904
Baltimore, Maryland AZA2
rbs@SHG-Legal.corn
4 I 0-332-085 0 Telephone

D. Bekman
Bekman, Marder
300 W. Pratt Skeet,#450
Baltimorq Maryland.2l 20 1

bekman@brnalawf irm, com
(410) 539-6633 Telephone
(41,0) 625 -95 55 Facsimile
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CDRTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I HEREBY CERTIFY that on this 3l't day of May,20l7, a copy of the foregoing

Request for Hearilrg lvas mailed via first-class, postage pre-paid mail, and via electonic rnail

to

Ira T. Kasdan
Allan \Meiner
Joseph D. 

'Wilson

Bezalel Sfern Qtro hac vìce to be filed)
KelleyDrye & Wauen, LLP
3050 K Steet, N,W,, Suite400
Waslrington,DC20007
ikasdantâkellevdrve.com
aweinerlâkellevdrve, com
iwilsonfdkellevdrve.com
b$em(Dkellevdrye.corn

Counsel for ForwædGro, LLC

JohnA, Pica, Jr.
Pica & Associates, LLC
l4 State Circle
Arurapolis, MD 21401
JPica@johnpica.com

Counsel þr Plaintìff Alternatíve Medicine Maryland, LLC

Brian S. Brown
Christopher T. Casciano
Brown & Bamon, LLC
7 St. Paul Street, Suit€ 800
Baltimoro, MD21202
bbrown(âbrownbarron.com

Counsel for Platntiff Alternative Medicine Maryland, LLC

Byron $/arnken
TVarnken, LLC
2 Reservoir Circle, #104
Baltimorc, MD 21208
bvr on(Ewarnkenlaw, com

Couns el þr Plaintiff Alter nativ e Me dic ine Maryland, LLC
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I-Ieather B. Nelson
Robert D. McCray
Office of the Attorney Geueral
Maryland Department of Health & Mental Hygiene
300 West Preston Street, Suite 302
Baltimore, Maryland 2120I
FIeather, nelsgn-l@maryland. gov

Robert.mccray@maryland. gov

Counselfor Defendants

Arnold M.'Weiner
Michael D. Bennan
Bamy L. Gogel
Rifkin, Weiner, Livirrgston, LLC
2002 Clipper Park Road, Suite 108

Baltimore, MD 2l2ll
aweiner@rwllaw.coru
mbetman@rwllaw.corn
bgogel@rwllaw.com

Counselfor Jane Doe, John Doe, Curio Wellness, LLC, Doctor's Orders Maryland, LLC,
Green Leaf Medical, LLC, Kind Therapeutics, USA, LLC, SunMed Growers, LLC,
Maryland Wholesale Medical Cannabis I'rade Association and the Coalition for Patient
Medicinal Access, LLC

Alan M. Rifkin
Rifkin, Weiner, Livingston, LLC
225 Duke of Ciloucester Street
Annapolis, MD 21401
alifkin@rwllaw.com

Counselþr Jane Doe, John Doe, Curio Wellness, LLC, Doctor's Orders Marylønd, LLC,

Green Leaf Medical, LLC, Kind Therapeutics, USA, LLC, StmMed Growers, LLC,
Marliland Wholesale Medical Cannabis Trade Assocíation and the Coalition for Patient
Medicinal Access, LLC

Sydney M. Pattersott, Esq.
Bruce L. Marcus, Esq.
Law Offices of Marcus Bonsib, LLC
6411 Ivy Lane, Suite 116

Greenbelt, MD 20770
bonsib.com

8

b{narcus@ marcusbo ns ib. com-
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Counsel for Intpwenor l-Iollstic Industriex LLC

Danielle M. Vranian, Esc1.

Gary R" Jones, Esq,
Baxter, Bakçr, Sidle, Coim & Jonçfl, P,A.
120 East Baltimore Steet, Suite 21 00

BalJimore, \ÃD?lãqz,
DMVâSbsclaw.com
sriøSBSClaw.com
Cauwelfor IntØvenor Holßttc Indusfrles, LLC

a

B. Schulman
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MEMORAI{DUM OF LA\ry
EXCLUDED PURSUAI{T TO
MARYLAND RULE 8-501(c)
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MEMORANDUM OF LAW 
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