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PRINCE GEORGE 1 S COUNTY CHARTER BOARD 

Minutes - March 29, 1969 

A regular meeting of the Prince George's 
the County Service Building at 8:00 PM. 
Member Gemeny. 

County Charter Board was held in 
All members were present except 

A moment of silence was observed out of respect for the late President 
Dwight D. Eisenhower·. 

The meeting opened with the discussion of whether or not the phrase, "open 
to the public" should be included in the section on legislative days. 

The Board voted unanimously in favor of adopting the language of the 
Montgomery County Charter on conducting of business in public sessions. It 
reads, "No business shall be transacted or any appointments made or nomina
tions confirmed except in public session." 

The Board voted unanimously to accept the Loveless Commission's language on 
Non-Legislative SessionsJ and to accept their language on Quorum. 

The Board voted unanimously to have the ayes and nays recorded in the Journal 
with the nays recorded by name. A unanimous vote was also taken to have the 
Journal annually published for suitable distribution. 

In considering enactment of legislation, it is the intent of the Charter 
Board to have the legislative procedure apply to all types of legislative 
acts, whether they are termed ordinances or public local law. The Board 
unanimously adopted the Form of Laws in the Loveless Commission. 

The Board voted unanimously to adopt the language of the Loveless Commission 
on the Publication of Bills, changing the time period from twenty-four hours 
to seventy-two hours. 

The Board voted unanimously to adopt the language of the Loveless Commission 
on the Introduction of Bills, changing the time period from twenty-four hours 
to seventy-two hours. A unanimous vote was also taken that the Council may 
reject any bill on its introduction without a hearing by a vote of two-thirds 
of the members of the full Council. Such public notice shall be published 
in the County newspapers of record later to be defined. 

The Chief Counsel was asked to give, at a later date, a case law on a head 
note type summary, preferably in one sentence. 

The Board stated that it would like to see a captional summary of a head 
note nature published. It was the feeling of the Board that there should 
be a separate paper for the legal news in the county, rather than have many 
newspapers being supported by legal advertising. 

The Board voted unanimously to include a provision for Amendment of Bills. 
It was agreed that the term "change of substance" should be considered further 
before_adopting the Loveless language on this subject. _,, 
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Prince George's County Charter Board 
Minutes - !-'.arch 29, 1969 
Page 2 

The Board voted unanimously to have a clean-up provision at the end 
May session for those bills which were not passed during the year. 
thought was brought out that bills can always be re-introduced. 

of the 
The 

The Board voted unanimously to have all bills die at the expiration of 
the term of the old council. 

The Board voted 3-0, with Member Kircher voting present, that no regular 
legislative day shall take place in November of election or councilmatic 
year. 

The meeting adjourned at 10:28 PM. 

I 
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All members were present, 

MINUTES 

April 21, 1969 

The Board voted 4-0 to establish a reapportionment commisiion, similar to 
the Montgomery County proposal, except that it should be composed of two 
members each ftflllll State Central Connnittees of parties polling 15% of the 
vote at the previous gubernatorial election, with an extra member being 
appointed by the Council, Member 0 1Malley was not present during this 
vote. 

The Board heard presentations concerning the County Board of Appeals from 
its Chairman, William Fawcett, Member Simon Pristoop, and Attorney to the 
Board of Appeals Louis Pohoryles. The Board of Appeals is a composite of 
three boards, deriving authority from various sources, and combined into 
one Board by ordinance of the Board of Commissioners. The Board of Appeals 
functions as a Board of Zoning Appeals under the Regional District Act, 
a Board of Administrative Appeals deriving its authority from Ordinance,and 
a Board of.Tax Appeals, hearing appeals from assessments, As a Board of 
Administaative Appeals, it hears appeals from adverse decisions to the 
appellant by various departments such as the Housing Inspector, the Building 
Inspector, and the Zoning Enforcement Officer, After considering the 
presentation and ,rarious matters elicited in response to questions, the 
Charter Board voted 5-0 to establish in the Charter a Board of Appeals, 
having jurisdiction as spelled out in the Loveless Commission Draft, said 
Board of Appeals having five members appointed by the County Council 
and requiring minority party representation. 

The Charter Board adjourned at 10:45 PM. 
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2/21/22, 10:17 PM Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

1/1

Section 320. - Publication of Laws.

The Council shall cause all laws and all amendments to this Charter to be published promptly following

their enactment as provided by law. Such laws and Charter amendments shall also be made available to the

public at reasonable prices to be fixed by the Council.
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2/21/22, 10:18 PM Prince George's County, MD Code of Ordinances

1/1

Section 321. - Compilation of Laws.

At intervals not greater than every four years, the Council shall compile and codify all laws of the County

in effect at such times. Each such codification shall be submitted to the Council, and, if adopted by law, shall

be known as the "Prince George's County Code." Such code shall be published with an index and such

appropriate notes, citations, annotations, and appendices as the Council may determine. At least annually

the Council shall prepare and publish a Supplement to the County Code of laws.

(Amended, CB-67-1978, ratified Nov. 7, 1978)
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Inspection of Public Records 

Recomm e ndations: 

That there be provisions providing for the inspection of identifiable 
public records and for the obtaining of copies of such records at a 
reasonable fee. However, the following types of public records shall 
not b e subject to these provisions: 

(b) 

(d) 

(e) 

(f) 

(g) 

(h) 

(i) 

Formulae, designs, patents, drawings, and other records of 
intrinsic financial value, which value would be impaired or 
destroyed by disclosure; 

Trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained 
from a person and privileged or confidential; 

Records related solely to internal personnel rules and practices; ~ 

Personnel and medical files and similar files, the disclosure of 
which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal 

privacy; 

Investigatory files compiled for law enforcement purposes except 
to the extent available by law to a private party; 

Memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a 
private party in litigation with the county; 

R e cords specifically exe mpted from disclosure by statute; 

Staff manuals and instructions to staff which do not affect a 
member of the public; and 

D e tails in staff manuals, _instructions to staff, policy statem nts, 
.. ns and inte rpr e tations to the extent required to prevent a op1n10 , . 

1 Unwarranted invasion of personal privacy. 
clear Y 
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A 
CHARTER O F P RINCE GEORGE1S COUNTY, 

MARYLAND 

PREAMBLE 

W e , the People o f Princ e G e or ge ' s County, M aryla nd, in orde r 

t o obtain the b e n efits o f s elf- g o vernment a nd horn.e rul e under the 

Constitution a n d l aws o f the State of Maryland , do adopt a nd establish 

as our J nstrum e nt o f ~ o vernment this 

CHARTER OF PRINCE GEORGE' S COUNTY, MARYLAND 

1 
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ARTICLE I 

NAME AND RIGHTS OF THE COUNTY 

S ection 101. BODY CORPORATE AND P OLITIC . Prin e G or ge 's 

County as it now exists c onstitut s a body corpo r a t e a nd p oliti c . Unde r 

this Charter it shall ha v e a ll r i ghts a nd pow e rs of lo al s e lf - g ov ernm e n t 

and hom e rule as are now or may h e r af t e r b e provi d d o r n e e s sa rily 

implied by this Charter and by th e Con s titution a nd l a w s o f Lh Sta t e:: o f 

Maryland . Th County shall have a ll s uch p ow e rs as fr y a nd c o m -

pletely a s though th y were sp e cific a lly nume rate d i n t his C h a r t e r and 

no e numeration o f powers in this Cha rt e r s h a ll b e d e emed exclus iv e or 

r strictive . 

S e ction 102 . EXERCISE OF POWE R S. The pow r m e ntio n e d in 

the p r ec e ding section shall be e x r c i s e d only by t h e County C o unc il, th 

C ounty Executiv , a nd oth e r a ge nts, o ffic e r s , a nd e mploye es o f th County 

acting und e r their r es p e ctive a uthorili s o r und e r such olh 'r a 1lhority s 

m a y be provid d by this Cha rt r or Lh l a w s o f thi s Sta l . In lh ' xcr c ise 

of s uch p ow rs, the citi z ens o f Prine G or g ' County sh 11 b e acc or d ·d 

qua l tr e atm e nt in a ll m a tt e rs und r t h juri s dictio n o f th ' County gov -

e rnm e nt. 

S ction 103. NAME AND BOUNDARIES. T h c o rpo r a t narri e shall 

b e "Prine G e org e 's County, Maryla n d ", a nd it s h all thu s b e d 'sign a t ' cl 

2 
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i n a ll a ctions and proc e eding s touching its rig ht s , p o wers , prop rties , 

liabili ties , a nd duti e s . ( Its boundaries and county s eat s h a ll b e and 

remain as they are at the time this Charter takes e ffe ct unle ss other

wise changed in accordance with law } o+ 

3 
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ARTICLE II 

THE LEGISLATIVE BRANCH 

S e ction 20 1. COMPOSITION. The l egisla tive bra n c h o f the County 

g ove rnm e nt shall be composed of the County Council and the o ffic e r s a nd 

mploy e s ther of. 

S e ction 202. THE COUNTY COUNCIL . The County Cou n cil s h a ll 

s 
c ons i s t o f ~ m e mb e rs who shall be e l e cte d from t h e County a t - l a r ge . 

(a) ELECTION . M e mbers of the Council sha ll b e nom inated a n d 

e lected by th qualifie d voters of the County a t the sam t im as S t a t e 

officers and in the manne r provided by law. 

{b) QUALIFICATIONS. 

1. IN GENERAL. A Councilma n sha ll h a v b e n a r g i ste r d 

vot r o f the County for at l e ast four years imrne diately pr eced ing hi s 

election or appointm nt. At the time o f hi s e l e ction o r appo i n tm n t a 

Councilman shall h a ve attained the age of tw nty-fiv y ea r s . 

2 . O THER OFFICES . No m e mb e r o f th Counc il sha ll h o ld 

a ny othe r o ffic o f prof it in Sta t , County , or Munic i pal Go v rnm e nt. 

No m mb e r o f th e Council shall, during th whol t r m fo r whi h h w s 

e l e cte d or a ppointed, b e lig ible for a ppo i ntme nt t o a ny County o ffic e , 

position, or mployment carrying com p e nsa tion • 

4 
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3 . F O RFEITURE O F O FFICE. If a member of the Council 

c eases t o be a registere d v o ter o f the County o r is convicted of a crime 

~ ~ h 11 . d . 1 f f involv ing m o ral turpitude , he s a 1mme 1ate y or eit his offic e . 

(c ) TER M O F OFF ICE . A member o f the C ouncil sha ll serve for 

a t e r m b eainnina at noon on the first M o nday in December fo llowing his 
/;) /;) 

e l e ction a nd ending at n oon o n the fir st M onday in D ecember in the fourth 

y ea r t h e r eafter. 

(d ) VACANCIES . A vacancy occurring in the o ffic e o f Councilman 

prio r t o the expiratio n o f h i s term shall be filled w i thin thirty days after 

the v acancy o ccu r s by a maj o r i ty v o te o f the remaining members o f the 

Counc il. 

(e ) COMPENSATION . A member of the Council shall receive a ~ 

s~V"'\ m inim u m.,-,o f t e n t h ou san d d ollars ($10,000 . 00 ) p er annum . Such salary 

may b e changed b y law passed by a two-thirds vote of the Council. Any 

salary increase o r decrease enacted during o n e term o f offic e shall not 

bec ome effective before the next term . 

Sectio n 2 0 3 . O FFICERS AND EMPLO YEES OF THE COUNCIL . 

(a ) PRESIDING O FFIC E R . The Council at it s first m ting in 

D ecember o f e ~ y!;!;_r shall elect from it s m mbership a Chairman and 

a V ice C hairman . The Chairman, or in his a bs e nc e th Vi Chair1nan, 

shall preside at all meetings. On a ll que s tions b e for e the Council t.h 

C hai rman and Vice Chairman sha ll have and may exercise th vot to 

w hich each is e ntitl d as a Council memb r. 

(b) SEC RETARY O F THE COUNCIL . The r e shall b as er t.ary 
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appointed by the Counc il, who shall keep minutes o f its meeting s, main

tain its .Journal, and perform such other duties as the Council may direct. 

(c) COUNTY AUDITOR. The Council shall appoint a County Auditor 

who shall hold office for an indefinite term at the pleasure o f the Council 

and shall receive such compensation as the Council may determine . He 

shall be a certified public accountant licensed for the practice o f hi s pro

fession under the l a ws of this State, and shall be appointe d on the b as is of 

his knowledge of governmental accounting and auditing a nd hi s exp e ri e nc e 

pertaining to the duties of his o ff ic e . He shall , not later tha n thr ee month s 

after the close o f each fiscal year, prepare and submit to the Counc il and 

t o the County Executive, a complete financial audit for th p receding fi scal 

year o f all o ffices, departments, institutions, boards, commis s ion s , cor

porations , and other agencies o f the County government. The Council m a y, 

o.,...\j 
in its discretion, exempt"those agencies whose ntire records, a ccounts , 

and affairs are completely audited each year with the approval o f or by the 

State g ove rnment. Such audit shall include a report ther e on together with 

such explanatory comments as the Auditor may deem appropria t e . The re 

p ort and explanatory comments shall be publishe d in at l e a s t two n e w s p ape r s 

of aeneral circula tion in the County, and copies o f the com pl e t e a u d i t sha ll 
0 

be open for the ins pection of the public and the press in th e County Audito r ' s 

office. All records and files pertaining to th r e c e ipt a nd x p e n ditu rc o f 

County funds by all officers, a g ent s , and employe es o f the Cou n ty a n d all 

o ffices, departments, institutions, boards, commi s sions, c orp oratio ns, 

and other agencies thereo f, shall at all times b e ope n to the in s p ction o f 
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the Count y Audito r . He shall promptly call to the attention o f the Council 

and the County Executive any irr egularity or improp e r procedure which he 

may , fro1n time t o time , discover . The Council sha l ~ have the p ower t o} 

impl e ment the pro vis ions o f this section and to as sign a dditional functions , 

duties and pe rsonne l to the County Auditor. All actions o f the Counc il pur -

suant t o this section shall be exempt fr o m the executive veto . 

(d) OT HER EMPLOYEES . The Council may pro vide for the appointment 

of s uch other en1ployees as it may d eem d es irable for the exerc i se o.f it s powers . 

S ection 20 4 . POW ERS OF T HE COUNCIL . All l egislative power o f 

the Count y under the Constitution and laws o f M a ryland shall b e v est din 

the Council. 

S ec tion 205. COUNCIL RULES OF PROCEDURE. The Council s hall 

adopt and publish Rule s o f Proc e dure no t inconsiste nt with the followin g : 

(a ) PUBLIC SESSIONS . All sessions of the Council at which a vote is 

taken shall be ope n to the public . 

(b) TOTAL LEGISLATIVE SESSION DAYS. The Council may sit up 

to forty - five days in each year fo r the purpose o f e n acting l g islation . 

(c ) ANNUAL LEGISLATIVE SESSION . The Council s h a ll conve n e for 

an annua l legislative sessio n o n the fir st Monday in M ay and may continue 

its sessio n for a period o f no t longer than thirty day s , exc lusiv - o .f S tur-

7 
d a ys, Sundays and l egal h o lidays o f the State (o r Nat ion . ) 

(d ) M O NTHLY LEGISLATIVE SESSION-DAY . The Council shall als o 

convene o n the first Monday o f each month , except D cembe r in a council-

manic election year, for the purpos e o f enacting le g islation, but i f s id 
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first Monday shall be a holiday , the said session- day shall b held on the 

next succeeding da y which is not a ho iday. (~) 

(e ) EMERGENCY LEGISLATIVE SESSIONS . The Council may be 

called into emergency session at any time for the purpose o f enacting 

emergency l egislation e i ther by the County Executive o r by a majorityl:,) 

of the full Council. 

(f ) NON - LEGISLATIVE SESSIONS. The Council may als o c onve n e 

for the purpose of performing duties , other than e n ac ting l egislation , 

proper ly exercisable by the Council under the provisions o I thi s C hart.er . 

These sessions may be held at such times and at such places as Lhe Council 

may determine. 

(g) QUORUM . A maj o rity o f the members o f th Council shall con-

stitute a quo rum for the transaction of business, except t h a t Ior emergenc y 

l egis l ative sessions two-thirdi o f th members o f the Council shall be 

requ ired . 

(h ) VOTING. All voting, except on proc dural mot.ions, shall b by 

roll c a ll, and the ayes and nays shall b recorded in th Journa l. 

(i ) JOURNAL . Th Council shall provide for the k e ping of a Journal 

which shall be open to public inspection at all r asonabl Lim. s. 

S e ction 206 . ENACTME T OF LEGISLATION. 

(a ) FORM OF LAWS. Every law of the County shall be styled: 

' 'Be it enacted by the County Council o f Prince G or g 
I
s County, Maryl nd . " 

The Counc il shall enact no law except by bill. Th e s ubj t o I very l a \v 

shall b ·e described in its title. Ev ry l a w enacted b y the Council, ex 'PL th , 
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budget l aw and supplementary appr o priation laws, shall embrace but one 

subject. No law or section o f l aw shall be revived or amended by refer -

ence to its title only. 

(b) PUBLICATION OF BILLS . On the introduction o f any bill, a 

copy thereof and notice o f the tin,.e and plac e o f the hearing on the bill shall 

be poste d by the Secretary o f the Council, within twenty - four hours , on a n 

official bulle tin boa rd t o be set up by the Council in a public place . Addi 

tional co::.:,ies o f the bill shall be 1nade available to the public and to the pr ess . 

Every cop y of each bill shall b ea r the na1ne of the member of the Council 

int:roducing it and the d a te it was introduced. 

(c) INTRODUCTION, PUBLIC HEARING , AND PASSAGE OF BILLS. 

A bill may b e introduced by any member o f the Council on any 1 g islat ivc 

session- day o f the Council. Withi tw enty - four hours followin g the intro

duction o f a bill the Chairman o f the Council shall schedul e and g ive public 

notice o f a public hearing on the bill which shall not be le · s than fourteen 

days after its introduction; but the Council 1nay reject a ny bill on it s in -

tr od ction without a hearing by a vote of two - third s of the members o f the 

full Council. Such public notice shall be published in the County n ews -

~~~,~~~ . ~oi . 
p a pers o f r ec ord as f>rs•,id.eo in Article _g_ , S e t1on _I_ of this Chart r . 

The public hearing may , but ne e d not be, held on a legi s l a tive s ·ssion- day 

and may be adjourned from tin1e to time . Aft e r the public h earing, a bill 

. ay be :Cnally passed o n a legislative session - day with or without a1nend

-~,_cnt exceut that if a bill is amend d be for final pas sage a nd th' an: n -
... ' .I., ' 

: ent constitutes a change o f substance, th bill shall not be pass ~d u til it 
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is rcp1·in:ed or reproduced as amended and a public hearing shall be set 

thereon and proceed·ngs had as in the case o f a newly introduced bill. 

Any bill r..ot passed within sixty - five days after its introduction, or prior 

t o 1 Tovember in a councilrnanic election year , shall fa il. 

( ) EME GENCY BILLS . To meet a public emergency affecting the 

public health, safety, or w elfa re, the County may pass em rgency bills . 

Every emerg ncy bill shall be plainly d signated as such and shall contain, 

a f ter the enacting clause, a declaration stating that an emergency exists 

and desc~ ibing the claimed emergency in clear and specific terms. The 

term " emergency bill 11 shall not include any measure creating or abolishing 

any o ffic e ; changing the salary , term, or duty o f any o ffi er; gr nting any 

franchise or special privilege ; or creating any vested right or int rest. 

(e) VOTES REQUIRED . No bill shall be passed xcept by the affir -

mative vote o f not l ess than a majority of the Council rn.embe1·s present. 

.1.T o emer_:;;ency bill shall be passed except by an affirmativ vote of two - thirds 

o f the members o f the full Council. 

{f ) EFFECTIVE DATE OF LAWS . All l aws, except em rgency laws, 

shall take effect sixty days after their enactment, unless by a provision o f 

the law i is to take effect at a later dat • An emerg ncy law sh 11 l a k e eff l 

fr om the date o f its enactment. 

S ection 207. RECORDING , PRI TING, AND COMPILATION OF LAWS. 

(a) RE CORDI1 G OF LAWS . All laws nacted shall be authentic t d 

by the si ,;nature of the Secretary to the Council and shall b r cord d in fu ll 

in a prop erly in xed book kept for the purpose . 

RESP. APP. 61



I 

• I 

11 

(b) PUBL CATION O F LAWS. The Council shall cause all public 

local aws , ordinances , res o lutions, rules, and regulations having the 

orce anc. effect o f law, and all amendments to this Charter to be published 

:;::nomptly ollowing their enactment . Such public loca laws , ordinances, 

resolutions , rules , regulations , and Charter amendments shall be made 

available to the public at reas o nable prices t o be fixed by the Council. 

(c) COMPILATION OF LAWS . At intervals not great r than every 

five years th~8:fts.-.,, the Council shall provide for a compilation a nd 

codification o f a 1 public local laws, ordinances, re s olutions , rules , nd 

r g lations o f the County in effect at such times . Each such codification 

shal be submitted to the Council, and if adopted by law , shall be known as 

11 T h Pr:nce G orge 1 s County Code . 11 It shall be publish d , together with 

a n index and such appropriate notes , citations, annotations, and appendices 

as may be determined by the Council. 

( ) CUMULATIVE SUPPLEMENT . N ot earli r than ninety calendar 

days after the clo se of each annual 1 gislative session , the Council shall 

cause to be prepar d and published a cumulative supplement to Th Prince 

George's County Code, with an index and such appropriate notes, citations, 

nnotations , a appendices as rn.ay bed termined by the Council. 

Section 208 . REFERENDUM . 

(~) SCOPE OF THE REFERENDUM . The peopl r serv to th12n -

s ~lves the powe of referendum . Any law enact d by the Council may be 

ct·t-:.one to referendum except laws imposing a tax or making an appro -

p1·i tion for current expenses of the County governm nl. 
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{b) M~ N JER OF REFE RAL . A law shall be referred to a vote of 

---~ ?Cop e afte a petition , in he form prescribed by law, has been signed 

;:,y .3. nuinber of registered vo ters of the County equal to at least ten per cent 

of the tot&l votes cast i the County in the m o st recent gubernatorial election . 

If the total number o f requir d s i gnatur es i s filed with the Board o f Sup r -

visors of E ect· on within sixty days aiter the bill becomes law, it shall be 

submitted to a vote of the people at then xt general election held not less 

than four rnonths after the bill beco1nes law . 

(c ) SUSPENSION O • LAWS. Any l aw , except an merg 0 ncy law, 

which is petition d to referend m is thereby suspend d . 

( ) EFFECT OF REFERE1 IDUM . A referred law shall be repealed 

thirty days_ after it has been rejected by a majority of those voting on it 

provided that the number voting on the question is not l ess than one - fourtl 

the number voting in the election . A suspended law which is not repealed 

shall take effect thirty days after the referendum o r at a later time if pre-

scribed in the law . 

Sec ion 209. SPECIAL AUDITS . The Council may at any tim1:: order 

an aud·t o:f any department, office, or ag ncy r ceiving funds fro1n the 

County government by a majority v o te o f the full Council. Sp ial audits 1nay 

t,e con.due ted by t e County Auditor or by an indepcn nt auditor employ ·d 

for t a t sj_'.)ecific purpose . The results of speci 1 audit hall be.; reported 

to he Co -1ncil and the County Executive, and copies sha 1 be m d' v i abl' 

to he public and press no later than four months aft r th ord r·ng o f tl ' 

If as a resu t of any such audit , an officer s a ll b 
' 

fo nd to b · 
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1: eb!:cd o the County , t e County E ·ccutive shall p oc eed forthwith t o 

co lcct t~.e in btedness . All actions of the Council pursuant to this section 

shall be e x empt f 01n the executive v to. 

S e c::ion 2 :o. L -vEST~GATI0 1T BY THE COU •CIL. Th Council , by 

a majori-Y vote o all me bers , may make , or caus e to b e made , investi -

.;.:1:io s i.1to the a "ia i s o f t .e County government a n d the conduct of a ny 

County departinent , o ffice , or g"ncy . ( Fort i s purpose the Council may,v-ffC> 
~ VA-~ ~ -

SU~. 0ena \ · tr esscs , adminf ster o ath s , take testimo y , and r equire the pro -

c.ucti0n o cvid nee) It sh 11 b d eem d a misdemeanor for ny p r s o n t o 

Ia· or r efus e t o ob'"'y a lawful o rd r · s sued in the exe cise of this p ow er by 

t: c Council an upon conviction ther e o f shall be punisha bl e by f"n o f not 

rr..or e tho.n o ne - hund r e d dolla rs ($100), o r by i1nprisonm nt for not 1nor 

:::1an thir ::y days, or bo-..h. 

S e ct:o 211. LIM TATIO SO THE COUNCIL . 

( ) COU rc I L TO ACT AS A BODY. In a ll o f its functions and delib -

~rations , the Counc · 1 sh 11 act as body and sha ll have no pow r to create 

standing com1nittecs or t o del gate any o f it functions and duties t o a 

s alle r r.u . ber o f ·ts memb e rs t an th whole. 

(b i APPO I T1 E TS AND REMOVALS . N either the Council nor · r y 

o f it s members shall in any m.ann r direct or r que s t the appoinln e nt or 

removal of any cou. ty d1ninistrativ o ff i cer or e1nploy whom th County 

Executive or any o f his subordinates arc empow er d t o a ppoint. 

ELA TI0 1TS WI H EMPLOYEES O ..:.< THE EXECU IVE B .A.. re 

Exe pt ;_0 l e purpo s o f inquiries o r inv stigaLions l:n er s~ Lion 210 o · 
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11· s Article, neither the Council nor any o f its members shall conduct 

oifici.:il. b usin<::ss with county o fficers and employees who are subject to 

the d i rection a nd supervision o f the County Executive except through the 

Cou .::y Executive . 

• 
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ARTICLE III 

THE EXECUTIVE B R ANC H 

S ec tion 301. COMPOSITION. The E xecu t ive Bra nch o f the County 

gove rnme nt shall consist of the County Execu t ive and a ll o fficers , agents, 

a nd employee s unde r h i s s upe r v i s ion a n d autho r i ty . 

S ec tion 302. THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE . T he Cou nty Executiv e 

shall b e e l ected fr o m the Count y at - la r g e . H e s h a ll d e vote full time to 

the duties o f hi s o ffic e . 

(a ) ELECTION. The E x ecutive s h a ll be n omina t e d a nd e l ected by 

the q u a lifie d vote rs o f the County at the same t ime as Sta t e o ffi ce r s a n d 

in the manner p r ovide d by l a w. 

(b ) QUALIFICATIONS. 

1 . IN GENERAL . The Executive sha ll h a v e b een a reg i ster d 

vote r o f the County for a t l east fiv e yea rs imme dia t e ly p r eceding his 

e l ec tion or a ppointmen t . At the t i m e o f hi s e l e ction or a ppoin t m n t th 

Executive sha ll h a v e att a ined the ag e o f thirty y ear s . 

2 . OTHER OFFICES. No Exe c u tiv s h a ll ho ld a n y o t h r office 

o f p r o fit in State , County, or Municipa l gove rnme nt . N o E xecu tiv shall, 

du r ing the whole t e rm fo r which he w as e l e cte d o r a ppointed, b e ligibl for 

a ppointme nt t o any County o ffice , p o sitio n , o r emplo ym nt carrying corn -

pens a tion . 

15 
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3. FORFEITURE OF OFFICE. If the E xecu t ive ceases t o be a 

r egi ste r e d voter of the County or is convicte d o f a crime involving m ora l 

turpitud e , he s h a ll imme diately forfeit his offic e . 

(c) TERM OF OFFICE. The Executive shall se rve for a term b e -

g inning a t noon on the first Monda y in D e cember following his e l ection 

a nd e nding a t noon on the first Monday in D e c embe r in the fourth y ea r the re-

afte r, o r continuing until a succ e ssor sha ll have qua lified. 

(d) TEMPORARY ABSENCE OR DISABILITY. The Exe cutive s h a ll , 

within ten days after taking office, designate in wri tin g the Chief Admini s -

trative Officer or some other person in the Exe cutive Bra n c h t o p e rfo r m th e 

duties o f the Executive during the latter's temporary ina bility to p e rform by 

reason of absence from the County or dis a bility. Such d es i g n a tion s h a ll b e 

filed with the S ecretary of the Council. Any such d es i gn a tion m a y b e r e voked 

by the Executive at any time by filing a n e w designa tion wit h the S ec r e t a ry 

o f the Council. An Acting Executive shall have the s a m e rights, duti e s, 

powers, and obligation s as an elected incumbent in said o ff i ce excep t the 

. ~1 
p ow er of veto. - ~,; ~r .. :t.ii.rf:. 

(e) INABILITY TO PERFORM DUTIES. If a n Exe cutive i s una ble to 

perform the duties and responsibiliti e s of his o ffic e for a continuou s p eriod 

of thr e e months , his offic e may be d e cla r e d vac a n t by the affirmativ e v o te o f 

not less than two-thirds of the m emb e rs o f the Coun cil a nd s u c h vacancy shall 

t hereupon be filled in the m a nne r provide d in S e ction 3 0 2 (~) o f this Ar ticle . 

(f ) VACANCY. Wheneve r, fo r a ny c a us e , the o ffi c o f t h Executiv 

shall become vacant, the Council sha ll ac t a s follow s : 

RESP. APP. 67



17 

1. VACANCY DURING FIRST TWO YEARS OF A TER M. If a 

v a cancy occurs during the first two y e ars o f a t e r m , the Council s h a ll call a 

s p e cial e l e c t ion t o b e h e ld within n ine ty days after the vacanc y h as o ccur re d . 
~~ e.s,..J. .,;f:I r~ ~ ~u Y'-°" rv-,u 

The r emainde r o f th e term s h a ll be fi lle d at t h a t sp c i a l e l ectio ,t µ ny s u c h ~~ 
special e lection d a t e ~ c oinc i de with a ny o the r r eaular s p ec i a l o r pr i -

5~ ... ~ e, ' ' 

· ·th · th -~
0

~ d · m a ry ele ction o c curr ing wi in e n-Hl.e .. y-- ay period . The m a nn r o f n omi -

natio n o f c a ndida t es for E xecut ive to f ill a v acan cy sha ll b e pr es cribe d b y l a w . 

2. VACANCY DURING LAST TWO YEAR S O F A TERM . If a va 

cancy occurs during th e l a st two y ears o f at rm , the Counc il s h a ll, within 

thir t y day s , a ppoi nt a n E xecut i v e f o r the remainde r o f the t erm . S u c h a p

p o intment sha ll b e m a d e b y a maj o rity v o t e o f the full Counc il. 

(g ) C O MPENSATION. T h e Ex cutiv s h a ll rec i ve a minimum salary 

o f thirty tho u sand dolla r s ($3 0,000 . 00) p e r a nnum . Such s a l ary may b e 

c h a n g ed by l a w p assed by two- thi r d s o f the C ouncil. Any sal a r y increas o r 

d e cr e as e e n a ct e d during one term o f o ffic s h a ll n o t b e come eff ctiv b .fo re 

the n e xt te r m . 

S ec tion 3 0 3 . POWERS OF THE EXEC UTIVE . All xe cut iv pow r o.f 

the County under t h e Consti tutio n a nd law s o f M a ryla nd s h a ll b v st d in th 

County E xecu t ive . H e s h a ll b chief execu t i v e o ffi er o f P rin e G e o rg , , s 

County a nd sha ll fa ithfully exe cute the l a w s . Hi s x pr ss r s ponsibiliti s, 

duti e s and pow ers shall include, but n o t b e limit d to , t h e fo llo wing : 

l. T o sup e rvi se, dir e ct, a nd c o ntrol, s ubj ect t o law nd th pro-

Of t hi
. s C hart r , t h e a dm ini s t ra tive s rvic s o .f t h 

vi sions 

Cou nty ovc rnrn 'nt; 

2
. To p resen t t o the Council th annua l Count y budg t in t h rna nn, r 

__J 
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and fo r m provided in Article VI o f this Charter; 

3 . T o r e por t t o t h e C o unc i l and the public, at l east once a year , 

a general statement o f t h e finances , government , and affairs of the C ounty 

go vern ment , with a summary s tatement o f the activities of the several de -

partment s and o ffices ; 

4 . T o present t o the C ouncil such o ther information concerning 

the bus iness and affair s o f the County as he may deem n c e ssary, or as the 

Cou n c il may request , and t o rec omm nd such m asur e s for l g islative a ction 

as he may deem t o be in the b est inter sts of the County; 

5. T o see that the o fficers , boards , agenci s, commi s sions, 

depar tments , and emplo yees o f the County go ve rnment faithfully p rform 

the ir du ties. 

6 . T o appoint , subj ect to rejection by a m a jority vol e o f the full 

C o uncil within ten days , the Chief Administrative Officer and the h ead s o f 

all offices, departments , and agencie s which are under his sup rvision and 

c ontr ol; and t o remove the same at his t;li rectien; d.15CN--t·v~ 

7 . To dete r m ine t h e c omp nsation o f th Chi f Admini s tr a tive 

O ffic e r .a n d t h e heads o f o ffi ces, departments, or agencies o f lh County 

gove r nment , s ubject t o the appr o val of a majority o f the full Counc il. 

8 . T o appo int the men1bers of b o ards and commis sions o f t h e 

County gov rn.rnent subject to c o nfirmation by a majority of the full Coun i l, 

unless otherwise prescribed by law . 

9. To sign o r cause t o be signe d on the County' s b e h lf a ll d 'eds, 

contracts, and other instruments and to affix the County s a l l h r cLo ; 
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1 O. To is sue , or cause to be issu d, all licenses and permits 

und e r the authority of the County government ; 

11 . To insure that County funds in excess of those required for 

im.rn c diatc n eeds ar invested in the best interests of the Count y . 

S ec tion 304. EXECUTIVE VETO. Upon the p ss ·, ge o f a ny bill by the 

Council, with the exc ption o f such measure made express ly exempL fr om 

the e xecutive v t o by this Charter, it shall be presented Lo the Executive 

within three days for his approval or disapproval. Within ten days after 

such presentation, he shall return any such bill to the Council with his ap -

proval e ndors ed thereon or with a statement, in writing, of his reasons for 

no t approving the same. Upon approval by the Exe cutiv , any such bill shall 

stand enacted, Upon veto by the Executive, his veto message shall be en

tered in the Journal o f the Council, and not l ater than at its n xt 1 gislative 

session-day, the Council may reconsider the bill . If , upon reconsideration, 

two-thirds of the members of the Council vote in th affirmative, the bill 

shall sta nd enacted . Whenever the Executive shall fail to return a ny such 

bill within ten days after the date of its pr sentatio n t o him, the Secr e t a ry 

of the Counc i l shall forthwith record the fact of such failure in th Journal , 

and such bill shall thereupon stand enacted . The Ex cutive m ay a lso re

duce or strik out any item in a supplementary appropriation bill. E ach 

item o r portion o f an it m not disapproved in a supplementary appropr iation 

bill shall become law, and each item o r portion of an item dis a pproved in a 

supplementary appropriation bill shall be subject t o the same proc dur e as 

a bill v eto d by the Executiv e. 
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Section 305 . THE C HIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER . There shall 

be a Chie f Administrative O fficer who shall be appointed s olely on the b as is 

of his managerial and administrative qua lifications . 

(a ) QUALIFICATIONS . The Chief Administrative O fficer shall hav e 

had , prior t o his appointment, at least five y ears expe rie nc e as a man ager , 

eithe r in public service o r private business , or both . H shall als o b e thor 

oughly familiar with m o de rn o ffice management proc <lures , including bud 

ge ting , p e rsonnel administration, data pro cessing , and purchasing . At the 

time of his appointment , h e may, but need no t b e , a resident o f Princ e 

G o rge 1 s County or o f the S tate o f M aryland , but during hist nure of o ffic e 

he shall res ide within the County . 

(b) DUTIES . The C hief Administ r at ive Officer s h a ll p e rform such 

a dministr a tive duties and exercise such gene ral sup e rvi sion ov r the offic s , 

departments , boards, and agencies o f the County gov rnment as the Executive 

may dir ec t. 

S ectio n 306. TEMPORARY ADMINISTRATIVE APPOINTMENTS. 

(a ) C I---IIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFIC ER . Du ring th t mporary absence 

o f th e C hi f Administrativ e O fficer , o r if the o ffi ce o f Chief Admini strativ 

Officer shall beco me vaca nt, the Executive shall appoint a n Acting Chief 

Adminis trative O fficer pending , in th case o f a vac ancy, the appointm nt 

o f a successor. In his capacity as Acting Chief Adminislrativ O fficer, th 

appointee need not p o ssess , but the successor s hall p o ssess , all qualiii a

tions specified in S e ction 3 05(a ) o f this Article . 
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(b) OTHER A DMINISTRATIVE OFFICERS . The Executive , in the 

case of a vacancy or t empora ry absence, may designate any person to 

serve as a cting head o f any o ffic e , department, or agency in the exe cutive 

branch until the appo intment of a successor. 

(c ) LIMITATION ON TERM OF TEMPORARY APPOIN TEES. N o 

pers on shall serve as Acting Chief Administrative O fficer or acting head 

o f any o ffice , depart1nent , or agency for a p e riod longer than sixty days , 

provided, however , such limit may be extended an additional four m onths 

by re solution of the Council. 
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ARTICLE IV 

ADMINISTRATIVE ORGANIZAT IO N 

S ection 40 1. SUPER VISION AND CONTROL . Exc e pt a s othe rwi se 

provided in this Charter the o ffices , departments, boa rds , and age ncies o f 

the County government shall b e subject to the direction, supervision, and 

control o f the Executive. 

S ect ion 402. STRUCTURE. All functions and duties o f the Exe cutive 

Bra nch shall be allocated ac cording to major purpo ses arnong and wit hin 

such o ffices , depart1nents , boards, a nd agencies as 1nay b e sta b lished 

by law • 

Section 403. REO R GANI ZATION . The Executive m ay propo se 

c hanges in the or ganiza tion o f the Exe cutive Branch, including the es t a b

lishment or abolition of o ffices, departments , board s , and agenci es , a nd 

in the ass ignment o f function s , p owers , a nd duties a mong the offic es , 

depar tments , board s , and agenc i e s o f th Executiv Branch . Suc h p ro 

posals shall be set forth in executive o rde rs in statutor y f o rm and b e sub

mitted t o the Council. Such exe cutive o rd e r shall b e come effe ctive a nd 

have the f orce o f law sixty days after submis s ion unl s s s p ec i f i cally 

disapproved by majority vo t e o f the full Council. 

S e ction 404. CITIZENS A DVIS OR Y BOARDS. T h Counc il o r the 

Exe cutive may a ppo int for d e sign a t e d p e riods one o r mo re t mpo rary 

advis or y boards o f citiz e n s of the County who shall, wi t hout c omp n satio n 

22 
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other than such necessary expenses as may be provided in the budget, assist 

in the consideration of County administrative policies and programs. It 

shall be the duty of each such advisory board t o study conditions in its re -

spective field, and to report its findings and recommendations to the Council 

or the Exe cutive, as appropriate. 

Section 4 05. REMOVAL OF MEMBERS OF BOARDS. A member of 

any appointed B oard may be removed from o ffice fo r cause by the Executive 

with the approval of a majority of the full Council, but such member shall 

first be presented w i th a written statement o f the reasons therefor, and 

shall have the privilege o f a public hearing if he so requ sts / A member 
\ JP/elc.. 

of any appointed Board who shall be absent ·fro1n three cons cutive regular 

meetings o f such B o ard , unless excused by resolution th reof, shall be 

deemed to have vacated his o ffice ~ Vacancies occurring in such offic e , 

other than by the expiration o f the term , shall be filled for Lh un xpired 

balance of the term . 

( Sec t ion 406. AGEN CIES O RGANIZED AND ADMINISTERED 

UNDER STATE LAW. The or ganization and administration o f certain 

agencies o f the County government are, in varying degre s , provid d for 

in State law. These agencies include th Washington Suburban Sa niL ry 

Commission, the Maryland-National Park and Planning Commission, Lhe 

Office o f Civil D efens e , th O ffic e o f the Sup rvisor of Ass ssmenls, Lhe 

Board o f Education , the Department o f Libraries, th Departm nt of 

Health , and the Department o f W elfare. If the General Assembly shall 
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at any time tr nsfer to the County jurisdiction or control over the affairs 

0 any o f these agencies in exc ess o f the jurisdiction or control vested in 

the County g overnment by l aw o r by this Cha rter , the n to the extent o f the 

transfe r , such agency shall be inco rporated into the Executive Branch of 

the County government ] 
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ARTICLE V 

COUNTY B OARD OF APPEALS 

S ection 501 . APPOll TMENT : TERM; QUORUM; COMPENSATION. 

There shall be a County Board o f App eals c onsisting o f five qualified voters 

of the County appointed by the Council. Appointees shall serv f o r a term 

c otermin o us with that o f the appointing Council. Three memb rs of the 

B o a rd sha ll c onstitute a quorum . The members o f the B o ard shall be 

paid an a nnual salary established by law, except that the salary of a board 

member may not b e increa sed or d creas d dur ing th term for which he 

Was appointed . ~ embers o f the Board shail als o r c ive reasona bl e and 

~ 
necessary expenses as rn.ay be provided in the budget ] 

Section 502 . POWERS AND FUNCTIO rs . The Board of Appea ls 

shall have and may exercise functions and p o w 

< ~ ~Q&u 
and deciding •l.. either orig inally o ? onapp a l or 

rs relating to the hearing 

review] such matters as ar 

es tablished by this Charte r or by l a w including, bu t not limited to, the 

following : 

(a ) Appeals fr o m orders relating to lie ns s and permits . 

orders r elating to building . (b) Appeals from 

(c) Appea l s from 
(2. ~ 

executive,f administra tive ~ cadju_d~c~t~~ ~ order ::;. 

Sectio n 503. RULES OF PRACTICE AND PROCEDURE . Th , Board of 

Appeals shall have autho rity t o adopt and am nd rules of pra ti governing 

its pro ceedings which shall have th force and Hect o f Jaw wh n approved 

25 
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by legislative act of the Council. Such rules of practice and procedure 

~ of IY'I 
shall ~ be ~ consistent with the Administrative Procedure Act, Article 41 

of the Annotated Code~ Maryland. All decisions by the Board o f App als 

shall be n1ade after reasonable notice and hearing de novo upon the issues 

before said Board . All hearings held by the Board shall be open to the 

public,~ nd p1·ovision shall be made for all interested citizens and citizens ~ 

groups to be hear<;] The Board shall cause to be maintained compl te 

public records o f its proceedings, with a suitable index . 

Section 504 . APPEALS FROM DECISIO NS O F THE BOARD . Within 

thirty days after any decision o f the Board of Appeals is ent red, any person, 

officer, department , board or bureau o f the County, jointly or severally 

aggrieved by any such decision , may appeal to the Cir cuit Court for Prin 

George I s County , in accordance with the Maryland Rules of Proc dure . G,he 

Board of Appeals shall be a party to all appeals and shall b r e present d at~ 

any such hearing by the legal officer o f the County g overnm niJ 

Section 505. EMPLOYEES OF THE BOARD . The Board may appoint, 

within budgetary limitations , such employees , and the Executiv " shall mak · 

available to the Board such services and facilities of the County a::; ar ne-

c ssary or appropriate for the prop r performance of its duties . 

Section 506. FURTHERING LEG ISLA TIO • The Council shall ha v, 

the power to enact furthering legislation to implem nt and d fine th pow 'r::; 

and functions of the Board o f Appeals as her in specifi d . To th xt nL 

?ermittcd by State law, the Council shall also hav th power to pr scrib\.; 

b y law o h r appeals to be heard by th Board o f Appeals in addition to thos 

::; eci ied in this Article . 
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AR T ICLE V I 

BUDGETARY AND FISCA L PR OCEDURES 

Section 601 . FIS CAL YEAR AND TAX YEAR o The fiscal or budget 

year and the tax year o f the County shall begin o n the first day of J uly and 

shall end on the thirtieth day o f June o f the succeeding year . 

Section 602 . D EFINITION O F TERMS USED IN THIS AR TIC LE . 

(a ) The term "County g ove rnme n t 11 shall include a ll County offices, 

departments , institutio ns , boards, c ommissions , agenc i es and their 

oificers, agents , and employees who receiv or disburse County funds 

in a cco1·dance with appr o priate State o r County l a w s . 

(b ) The term 11 c apital project 11 shall mean: ( 1) any physical public 

betterment o r improvement and any preliminary studies and surveys 

relative thereto; (2) the acquisition o f property o f a pern,an nt natur for 

public use ; and (3) the purchase o f equipment for any public betterment or 

impr ovement when fir st c onstructed . 

(c) The term 11 capital budget 11 shall mean the plan of the County to 

receive and expend funds for capital projects during th first fiscal year 

included in the capital program . 

(d) The term 11 capital pro gram ' 1 shall mean the pl n of the County 

to receive and expend funds for capital pro jects during th fiscal yea1· 

covered by the capital budget and the next succeeding five fi cal ye rs 

thereafter . 

27 
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( ) The term "current expense budget 11 shall m e a n the plan o f the 

County to r e c e ive and expend funds for charge s incurred fo r ope r a tion, 

n"lai t c:-1::..:::-. c , inter e st, a nd o the r charges for the ens uing f isca l ye a r . 

..., cc t ion 603. COMP EHE~ SIVE SCOPE OF BUDGET. The County 

b u get s hall consist of the current expe nse budge t , t h e capital budge t and 

c a u i tal p :::-ogram and the budget message. It sha ll repres e nt a complete 

f"nancial p l an for the County reflecting all rec ipts a nd disbursements 

fr o m all sources , including all revenues, all exp nditures , a nd the surplus 

or deficit in the general and all special funds of the Count y gove rnm e nt. 

Section 604. FO MULATION OF CURRE T EXPENSE BUDGET . 

Not less :han one hundred twenty days prior to the nd of each fiscal year , 

t h e head o f each o £ice , department, institution, bo rd, commission, and 

other a gency of the County government shall furnish to the Executive annual 

work programs setting forth the natur , volume, cost, and other factors 

concerning the work to be performed and the estimat s of the revenues and 

expenditures of their several operations for the ensuing fiscal y ear . 

Estimated revenues shall be d tailed as t o source , and stima t. d xp ndi

tures as t o program or project. All such estimates shall b e submitt d in 

such form and with such other supporting data as the Ex utiv m a y 

r equest. 
The Exe cutive may a mend th budg t proposals, cxc p t for t h e 

budget r e quest of the L gislativ Branch and the Board of App a ls, and 

t b
e urepared the County budget as s t forth in S ction 606 

shall caus e o • 

. A . 
1 

along with his budget mes sage . 
of t his rt1c e 
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S ec ion 605 . ORMULATIO r OF CAPITAL BUDGET AND CAPITAL 

p OGRAM . At such ti1ne or times as the Executive may direct, each 

office , dep rtmcnt, institution, board , commission, or oth r agency of the 

County goverunent shal s b1nit an itemized list of the c apital projects 

which each agency propos s t o undertake in the ensuing fiscal y ar and 

the next suc ce eding five fiscal years thereafter. The Executive may amend 

the capit 1 budget and capital progra1n proposals and shall cause to be prepared 

the C o nty budget as set forth in Section 606 o f this Article along with his 

budget mes sage . 

S e ction 606 . SUBMISSIO AND CO TENTS OF THE COUNTY 

BUDG ET. Not 1 ter th n seventy- five days prio r to the nd o f Lhe fiscal 

year , the Executive hall submit to the C ouncil the proposed County 

b dget for the ensuing fiscal year . 

(a) CO TEI TS OF THE CURRE T EXPENSE BUDGET . The proposed 

current expense budget shall contain the following inform tion: ( 1) a statcm ,nt 

01 
11 revenue esti1nate to be r ceiv d by th County during th nsuing fiscal 

C lassified so as to show th r , 
r ec ipts by funds and s our s of inco1n '; 

(Z) a statement o f debt service r quirem nts for th ensuing fis 1 y , ar; 

3) a statement of the estimated cash surplus , if any , available for exp ndi 

turc during the nsuing fiscal year, and any sti1nated d ficil in ny fun 

required to be mad up in the ensuing fiscal y ar; (4 ) an csti.1natc of the 

1 nts 
w hich the Executiv d ms nee es sary for on.du Lina Lh -, 

severa amou ~ 

b s ness of the County to be f"n need from and not to xc ed st·rn l1.;d 

the 
.- suing fisc 1 year; (S) a st t:c enL o f th bond d and oL c1· 

v enue for ~ -
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i:1d'-'b t edr.ess oft c County governn1.ent and its agencies, including self

:iquida tir..g an speci 1 taxing district debt and conting nt liabilities ; (6 ) a 

st.::..te1n e1 t o f the p:·op ose contingency reserves which shall not exceed 

·~::r c p er c-::nt. :1 o t 1c gencro.l fund and of ny othe fund; (7) a compar -

:... tive sla e1ncnt o: the recei::its, amounts budg - ted, and actual expenditures 

:.o-.: the l a st co • plete ' fiscal y e r , t .e estimat d receipts and expenditures 

o.: c:,c currently endi. g isc 1 ye r , a d the exp en iture s recommend d by 

t •"' Executive or the ensuing f" seal year for a ch progr m or pr oj ect which 

shall be classified by ag ncy , c haracter , and object; and (8 ) any othe r 

material whic tl1.e .l..'..,Xecutive n1.ay deem advisable or the Council 11.1. y r quir 

( ) CO1JTE1 r~s OF THE CAPITAL BUDGET A D CAPITAL PROG AM . 

The proposed capital budget and capital progra1n sh 11 b s o arrang - d a s 

to set forth c early the plan o f p1·oposed capital projects to be undert -;: n 

i:::i the e:-:suing fiscal yea and i each of the next five is al ye rs, and also 

the ?ropose means o ... £i. ncing the same . The c pital budg t shall includ 

a stat ment o f the r ceipts anticipated uri g the ensuing fiscal year from 

borrowing and f o m other s our s for capital projects . 

(c) CONTEKTS OF THE BUDGET MESSAGE . The budgeL mess a g 

shall cont in supportin
0 

summary t blcs and shall x p l in the propo · eel 

currer ... t expense bu get an capital p ogra1n both in isca l tenn s and in 

t rms of work to be done . It h 11 outline th proposed fina ncial po icie s 

of he Cc · '..y for Lhc ensui g isc 1 year and describ the import t fe tur c s 

c,f : e c rren'.: expense budget . t s 1.all indicat ny major cha n g es in f i s al 

po ic·es n exp r.di t es , approp ria ions , an ~ ve ues as co p d 
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with the fiscal year currently ending, and shall set fo rth the reasons fo r 

such changes . 
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Section 607. FILING OF PROPOSED BUDGET ; COPIES. The pro 

posed County budget shall be filed wit h the S e cretary o f the Council and a 

copy shall be delivered to each member of the Council. At 1 ast three com

plete copies shall be open to inspe ction by the public during r gular business 

hours . One copy shall b e supplied to each newspaper of gen ral circulation 

in the County and to each public library in the County. Copies o f the budget 

sha ll likewise be given t o any inter es t d person on request; provided, how

e v e r, that the Council may prescrib e a charge for each copy of th e propo sed 

budget not t o e xc eed the actual co st of its r production . Th budg t m es s ag 

and supporting summary tables shall b r produc ed in multipl c o pies, and 

a copy shall be made available to any interested person on reque st. 

S ection 608. PUBLIC BUDGET HEARING . Upon receipt o f the pro

pos e d County Budge t, the Secretary o f the Council shall caus to b e publis h d 

a notice of the place and tirn.e of a public h ear ing on the budg e t by the Council. 

Such public notic e shall be published in the County newspap rs o f r e cord . 

Such hearing shall b e held not l ess than fourt n nor m o r tha n tw e n t y-on 

d a ys aft e r the d at of publication o f notice. The Council m a y hold s u c h othe r 

preliminary public h arings on th budget for the purpos of obta ining infor

mation as it may d e t e rmine, but no act ion s h a ll b e tak n by the Council on 

the budget except in public session and aft r th public budg t h ea ring . 

S e ction 609. ACTION O THE BUDGET BY HE COU CIL . 

A fte r the public budget h ea ring , the Council may d ecrea s or d 1 t e a n y it ms 
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in the budge t except those requir e d by the l a ws o f this State or o f this 

County and except any provisions fo r d ebt service on obligations then 

outstanding o r for estimated c ash defic its. The Council shall have no p ower 

to change the forn'l o f the budget as sub1nitted by the Executive , to alter the 

r e v e nue estimates e xcept to correct mathematic a l errors , or to increase 

any expenditur e 1· e comme nded by the Executive for current or capi tal pur -

poses. The ado ption o f the current expense budget and the capital budget 

shall b e by the affirmative vote of not less than a m a jority o f the Council 

on an ordinance to be known as the Annual Budge t and Appropriat ion Ordinance 

of Prince G e o rge ' s County. Any borrowing to finance capital pr oj ects must 

be authorized by an exi sting law o f the G eneral Assen'lbly o f M aryland or by 

a l a w of the Council ado pted in acc o rdance with this Charter . The Council may 

adopt from time to time bond issue a uthorization o rdinances pursuant to an 

e n a bling law or laws then in. forc e and in effect to provide the means o f fin-

anc ing such capital projects as are t o b e financed from borrowing . Such 

b ond issue a uthori zation ordinances are not s ubj ect t o refer endum. All of 

said ordinances referred to in this Section shall b e exempt from the ex cu -

tive veto. The Annual Budget and Appropriation Ordinance shall be adopted 

by the Council on or b e fore the fifteenth day o f the l ast 1nonth o f the f i scal 

year currently e nding , a nd i f the Counc il fai l s to do s o, the propo s d curr nt 

expense budget submitted by the Execu tive shall stand adopted, and funds for 

the exp endi tur es proposed in the curr e nt exp nse budget shall stand appro 

priated as fully and to the same extent as if favorabl e actio n thereon h d b en 

takeh by the Council. 
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(a ) REPRODUCTION OF BUDGET . The budget as adopt e d shall be 

1·eproduced in sufficient c o pies for distribution, fre e o f charge , to the 

press and the head of each offic e , d e partment, o r ag e ncy o f th e Count y 

government. Copies of the budg et shall likewise be g iven to a ny inte r e ste d 

person on reque st; provided , however, that the C ouncil may prescribe a 

charge for each c o py o f the ado pted budget not t o exceed the actual c o st of 

its r epro ductio n . 

(b ) EFFECTIVE DATE. The adopted budget shall take effect on the 

first day o f the fiscal year to which it appli e s. 

(c ) TAX LEVY AND BALANCED BUDGET. Whe n the County Budge t 

shall have been finally adopted in the Annua l Budg t a nd A p propria tion 

O rdinance , the C ouncil shall thereupon l e vy and cause to b e r a is e d the 

amount o f taxes required by the budg t in the 1na nne r provide d by l a w s o 

that the budget shall be balanced as to propo sed income and e xpe nditur es . 

S ectio n 611 . TRANSFER O F APPROPRIATIONS . 

(a ) C URRENT EXPENSE BUDGET . Transfers of appropriations 

between general classifications o f e xpe nditures in t he curr e nt expe n se 

budg et wit hin the same o ff ic e or d e p a rtme nt and with in th s m .fu nd n,ay 

b e authorized by the Exe cutive. Transfers between o ffices , d pa rtn, ~nts, 

institutions, boa rds, con1mis sions, or oth r agencies o f the County govern-

1nent and within the s ame fund of the curr nt exp n se budge t m y be made 

during the last quarter of the fiscal year and the n only on t h e r c omm ndatio 
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of the Executive and with the approval o f the Council. 

(b) CAPITAL BUDGET . Interproject transfers of appropriations 

between capital projects in the capital budget may be authorized by legis

lative act o f the Council upon request of the Executive, but no new project 

shall be cr eated nor any abandoned except in accordance with S ction 616 

of this Article . 

(c) BORROWINGS AND REIMBURSEMENTS . Nothing c ontained 

herein shall be construed to prevent the Council, upon request o f the Exec 

utive, from providing by ordinance for inter- fund cash borrowings to meet 

temporary cash requir ements nor t o prevent reimbursements among funds 

for services rendered. 

Section 612. SUPPLEMENTARY AND EMERGENCY APPROPRIATIONS . 

(a) SUPPLEMENTARY. During any fiscal year , the Council, upon 

the recommendation o f the Executive, may make additional or supplem n

tary appropriations fr o m unexpended and un ncumbered funds s t aside for 

contingenci s in the County budget , provided that the chief fiscal o fficer o f 

th County shall first certify in writing that such funds are available for 

such appropriation. No supplem ntal appropriation shall exce d the amount 

of the funds s o certified . 

(b) EMERGENCY. To m et a public mergency affecting life, 

health, or property, the Council may, by ordinance, upon re ommendation 

of the Executive, make emergency appropriations from conting nt fund s, 

from revenue received from anticipated sources but in xcess of the 

budget estimates therefor, or from rev nues receiv d from sour s not 
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anticipa t ed in the budget for the curr nt fiscal y ea r . To the extent that 

ther 11.1.ay b e no available unappropriated reve nues to meet such emergency 

appropriat ions , the Council may, by ordinance, a uthoriz e the i ssu ance o f 

en1.ergency notes which may be renewed from time to time ; pr ovided , how-

e v e r , that such n o tes and renewals shall be paid n o t later than the last day 

of the fiscal year next s u cceeding that in which the emergency appropriation 

was made . The t o tal o f eme r gency appr opriations in any fisc a l year shall 

no t exc eed fiv e p er c e n tum o f a ll appropriations made in the budge t for 

s uc h year. 

Section 6 13 . LAPS E D APPR O PRIATIO NS. Unless otherwi se provided 

by l aw , a 1 unexpended and u nencumbered appropriations in th curr e nt 

e xpense budget remain ing at the end o f th fiscal year shall lapse in t o the 

County treasury. N o a ppro p riation for a capital pr o j ct in the capital budge t 

shall l apse u nt i l the purp o se for w h ich the appro priation was made shall have 

been a ccomplished o r aban d oned ; provided , h ow e v er , that any capital pro ject 

shall stand abando n e d if three fisca l years elapse witho ut any expenditure 

fr o m o r n cumb r anc o f the app ropr i ation m ade ther fo r. Th b a l ances 

remain ing t o the credit o f t he completed o r a b a n d oned capital pro jects shall 

b e avail a b l e for appro priation in subs e qu nt capi tal bud ge ts. 

Sectio n 614 . W ORK PR O GRAMS AND ALLOTMENTS . After th 

a doptio n of the budge t and b efore the beginning o f ch fi cal y ea r the h ead 

of each o ffi c e , department , institution, board, c ommission, o r oth e r ag ncy 

of the County government shall submit a w o rk pro gram to th Executiv . 

Such pro g rarr. s all include all appropriatio ns i n cluded in th curr nt xp ns 

I 
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chasing of equiprn.ent and shall show the requested allotments 0£ appro 

priations for such office, department, institution, board, commission 
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or agency by fis c al periods within the fiscal year . The aggregate of such 

a llotments shall not exceed the total appropriation available to such o ffice 

or agency for the fiscal year . A copy o f the allotment as finally approved 

by the Executive shall be filed with the chief fiscal o fficer o f the County 

who shall app rove a ll expenditures for th various offic es , departments, 

institutions , boards , commissions, and other agencies of the County g ov-

e rnm nt to be made fr om the appropriations on the basis of the allotments 

a~cd not otherwise . If at any time during the fiscal year, the Exe cutive 

shall ascertain that the available incoml;!, plus une xpended balances, .for 

the year may be less than the total appropriatio ns , he shall r e conside r 

the work prograrns and allotments o f the several offic s , d p a rtm e nt s , 

and agen cies aforesaid , and shall revise them s o as t o forestall the making 

o f expenditures in excess of the income and fund balances . 

S e ction 615 . APPROPRIATION CONTROL AND CERTIFICATION OF 

FUNDS . No o ffice, department, in stitution, board , c ommission, or oth r 

agency o f the County government shall during any fiscal y ar e xpe nd, or 

contract to expend, any money or incur any liability , or nt r into a ny c on

tract which by its terms involves the expenditure of money , for any pur

pos e in excess of the amounts app r op riated o r allott d for th s ame g nc r a 

cla ssification of expenditure in the budget for such f iscal y e ar, o r i n any 

suppleme ntal appropriation as hereinabove provide and no such pay m nt 

I 
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shall be m.ade nor any obligatio n o r liability incurred , except f or small 

P rchases in. an am ount less than fifty d o11ars ($50 . 00 ), unless the chief 

f i s c a l o fficer o f th County shall f ir s t certify that the funds for the desig 

nated purpose are availab l e . Any c o ntract , v erbal or written, made in 

violatio n o f thi s section shall b e null and void , and i f a ny offic er , agent 

o r employee o f the County government shall knowingly violate thi s pro

vision, he shall be personally liabl e and such actio n shall be cause , after 

public hearing , for hi s rernoval from o ffic e by the Executive or by m a jority 

vote of the Council, notwithstanding the provisions o f Article VII o f this 

Charter . Nothing in thi s sectio n or e ls e where in this Charter shall pre -

ve . t the making o f c ontracts providing for th p ayment o f funds at a lim.c 

beyond the fiscal year in w hich such contracts are mad , provided the nature 

o f s uch transactions reasonably requires the making of such contracts . But 

any c ontract, lease , or o ther obligation requiring the p ayment o funds from 

the appropriation s o f a later fiscal year shall b made or appro ved by legis 

lative act . N o c ontract for the purchase o f r eal or lease - hold pro perty 

shall b e made unless the funds therefor are included in the capital budget. 

S ection 6 16. RESTRICTIO NS OF CAPITAL PR OJECTS; 

AMENDMENT T O CAPITAL BUDGET AFTER ADOPTION O F BUDGET. 

No obligation s of the County s hall be a uthoriz ed in any fiscal year for or on 

account o f any capital proj ct not included in the County budget as finally 

adopted for such year ; pro vided , h ow ver , that u pon receipt o f a recom

mendation ·n writing fr o m the Executive , the Council may, after public 

hearing and with the affirmative vot o f two- thirds of its n emb ~rs, am nd 

RESP. APP. 88



' I 

~ 
~ 1 

~I 

~I 

~ 

-I 

--I 
--------
--· 

t:1e County budg et in a ccordance with such reco mmendation without in 

cr easing the total amount o f appropriations therefo r. 

Sec::ion 61 7. COMPOSITION AND LIMITATIO N UPON COU TY 

FUN::)S. 

(a) SPECIAL F U NDS . All rev enues and receipts fr o m utility 

38 

a:;sessrne . ts ; fr om spec i a l services or benefit char ges ; from sp cial taxes 

or assessments imposed upon special taxing areas for special o r p articular 

servic es, purposes or benefits; fr om funds held by the County as tru tee or 

agent ; o r fr om bond proce ds, shall be paid into and appropriated fr o m 

special funds create d therefor . 

(b) GENERAL FUND . All othe r revenues and receipts of the County 

from taxes , grants , State rev enues and o ther receipts shall be paid into 

and appr0priated fr o m the general fund which s h a ll be the primary fund for 

the financing o f current expenses for the c onduct o f County business. No 

general fund revenues o r receipts defined in this sub- section shall b 

dedicated to, expended for, or used t o s u pplement appropriatio ns fr o m the 

special fu nds referred to in S e ction 6 11 (a) o f this Article , except as a l o a n 

to such special fund as authorized by Section 6ll(c) o f this Article which 

autho ri zes inter - iund b o rrowing . 

{c) W O R ING C APITAL FU DS. Upon request o f the Executiv , th 

Council may , by the annual budget and appropriation o rdinance , or by other 

legislativ ac t, provide for the establishment o f w o rking capital or revolv

ing funds for the financing of central sto res, equipment pools, or o ther 

services common t o the agencies o f the County . 
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(d) R::::SER VE FU ID FOR PERMANENT PUBLI C IMPROVEME TS . 

Notwiths anding the provisio ns o f Sec t ion 6 Hf (b ) o f this Article , the Counc i l 

ni;:iy stablish a Reserve Fund f o r Permanent Public Improvements , into 

w ' ic th re n1 - y be paid by the annual budget and app r opriation ordinance 

cash surpluses not o erwise appro priated o r t o ward the financing o f which 

taxes or other sources of revenue may be dedic a t ed . 

Section 618. BO:--.R OWING L IMITA T I ONS . Unless and until o ther -

wise provi ded by legislativ e ac t o f the C oun cil , w i thin such limitations as 

may be pro vided by State l a w, the aggregate amount o f bonds and o ther 

vidences of indebtedness o u tstanding at any o ne time shall not xceed 

fifteen per centum upo n the asses abl basis o f the C ounty ; provided how -

ever , that (a) tax antic i patio n n o tes o r o th r e v idences o f indebtedness 

h ving a maturity n o t in excess o f twelve m o nths ; (b ) b o n 1s or oLhcr evi -

dences of indebtedness issued o r guaranteed by the County payable pri -

ma r ily or exclusively from taxes l evi d in o r o n , o r other revenues of, 

special taxing a eas o r districts her tofore o r hereafter sLablished by 

aw; and (c) bonds o r o ther e vidences o f indebtedness issued for sdf-

liq idating and other projects payable primarily o r xclu iv ly from the 

proceeds of assessm nts o r charges for sp cial benefits or servi cs shall 

not be subject to , or be inclu d as b o nds or evidences of ind bl ,dn ·ss in 

c omputing o r applying the per centum limitatio n above provid d. G.he us 

of the borrowing pow r o f the County f o r the benefit o f private nterpris ~ 

is prohibited~ ~ 
Section 619 . F O RM A D TERM O F BONDS. All bonds shall be in 
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serial for and payable, as consecutively numbered , in annual installments, 

the fir st O.l w ich shall be payable not more than two years from the day of 

issue . Bonds sh::i.11 be properly authenticated . Bonds rn.ay be r gisterable 

or o :i. - re~isterable as to principal or interest. All interest coupons trans -

ie:::-able by delivery shall be attach d to the bonds and shall be properly 

authe ticated. All bonds shall be made payable withi :i. the probable useful 

life of the improvem.ent or undertaking with respect to which they are to be 

is sued, or , if the bonds are to be is sued for several improvements or und r

t:::. s:i gs , then w·t in th average probable useful life of all such improvem nts 

or undertakings. In the case of a bond is sue for sev ral improvements or 

u:1.dertakings having di'icrent probable useful lives, the Council shall deLer-

mi. e the average of said lives , taking into con id ration the 1nounL o f bonds 

t o be is s d on account of each such i1nproven: ent or undertaking, nd lh' 

period so determined shall be the average period of useful lif • The dct r

:::r.ination of the Cou cil as t o the probable useful life o f ny such i1nprove1n nt 

er unde r taking sha-1 be conclusive . No bonds shall mature and be payabl 

r:::o~e tha, t irty years after their date of issuance. 

Section 620 . CO TE TTS OF BOND ISSUE AUTHORIZATION 

or DINANCES. Each Bon Issue Authorization Ordinanc s r £err d Lo in 

s~ction 609 of this A ticle shall include a stat ment o{ the purpos, or pu r-

poses of the iss e , and if th purpose is to inanc e on or rnor o.pit.al pro-

jects , it shall de cribc each o f them suf iciently for purpos s of id ntifi

catior1, but o capital project shall b incl de unl s s the amount. included 

therein s ... all be deeme suff· cient to complete at le st a usable ponion of 

I 
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sue project . The Ordinance shall estimate the c o st of the proj ct or 

rejects an the portion thereof to be defrayed from sources, specifically 

nam.ed, other than the proposed bond issue. The Ordinance shall also 

include t ne am.ou t of the proposed issue; a statement showing that the 

proposed issue i s wi hin the legal lirnit tion on the indebtedness of the 

County; the probable use 'ul life of the project or average probable us ful 

life of t ' .e projects to be financed; the date of the issue; the dates o f the 

first and last serial maturities; the dates on which the interest shall be 

paid ; a declaration that the principal o f and the interest on the propos d 

i s e are to be pai by AD VALOREM taxes on real estate and tangible 

pers onal property and intangible property subject to taxation by the 

Cou. ty wit out limitation o f rate or amount, and in addition, upon such 

o her intangible property as 1nay be subject to taxation by the County 

within lim.itations prescribed by 1 w, exc pt for se £- liquidating bonds; 

and hat the full f ith and credit o f the County ar pledg d to su h pay

ments . The Ordinanc shall also recite th procedur - for th public s 1 ' 

o f the propo sed issue a d shall contain such other matters relating to the 

a thorization , issuance or sal of the issue as the Council shall deem 

esirable. 

Section 62 L SUPPLEMENTAL LEGISLATIOrT . The Council may 

adopt s u ch budget and fiscal laws to implement the obj cts and purpos ~ s 

of this Article as it shall de m necessary . 

I 
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ARTICLE VII 

PERSO rJE L PROVISIONS 

Sec ·ion 701 . MERIT SYSTEM . The C ouncil shall presc r·b e by law 

a me r · t systen1 governing the appointment , removal and other personnel 

matters i0r all ofiiccrs a d employees of the County gov rnrnent except : 

(l all elected o fficials; (2) all b oards and c o mmissions ; (3) the Chief 

Administrative Officer ; (4) the heads o f departments , o ffices, and agencies 

Cv(> ro \ Y\ ..\ 'e .L O ~ 
r 0po1 t i:Tr,; dir c c ~ the Executive or the C ounc i l ; (5) n,Qt l-Plolroi 11.,cl.n one clerk o r 
~ ~w-.·,~ ~,<>;,~J> 1 ~ -, o--\1, c.u "'0...1~1'\c..ic.~ Ovf'rd· b'1 ~ -1. L" c. . 

secretary to the Executiv , (6) the Seer tary to the Council; (7) all attoT -

neys -at- l::iw ; (8) e :nporary employ es ; and ( 9) employees excluded from the 

merit system by the laws of the State of Maryland. 

a) SALA IES Ar D WAGES . Salaries and wages of 11 emplo y es in 

the merit system shall be determined pursuant t o a uniform sal ry and 

classification pl n prescribed by law . 

(b1 POLITICAL RIG TS. Merit system employees sha 1 have the 

right to hold membership in political parties ,(io vot~ y chaos J to 

express p ;rii, acel:9 their opinions on all political subjects and candid tes, 
tJ 4 ho I $ ~ o l.l oH I &8 .. J°b Q ~~ b ~ ~ • J 

m eet jng1e~ tl10at 8:eti:ceJy 1-a.:Pti1eipa1 in ~) to main.Lain 

pol "tical neutrality, and to be free fron: political exploitation. 

p oyee who wishes to seek, or accept appointment to, an 

0f:C c e sr.c.1.ll resign from County se rvic e upon indicating such intent"on by 

·ormal ~c aration or by evidenc of cand·dacy; provid d that t is provision 

2 
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s: all not be applicable to e1nploy es participating in non-partisan municipal 

elections. 

c) rION-DISC.., IMINA TION. All personnel act· ons shall be based 

solely upon merit and itness . No employee or applicant shall be discrim 

inate d against in any personnel action on account of race, color, r eligion, 

creed , sex , political aL.il·a ion or country of nationa origin . 

Section 702 . CODE OF ETHICS. The Council shall pr scribe by law 

a code of et ic s and provide for the enforc ment and pen ltie s for violations 

thereof covering all electe and appoint d officers and 1nployees o .f th 

Co nty paid in whole or in part f 01n County funds and including per sons 

appointed to serve on boards or commissions stablished by law. The cod 

of ethics s all provide for governing the conduct of adversary proceedings 

and the regulation of ex pa rte communications . The code o f thic 5 all 

a s o prov· de for the disqu lification of any per son participating in the 

c·sion p:::-ocess i f there is a conflict between his official duties an his 

private int rests . 

S e ction 703 . COJ. r LICT O I TEREST . 

(a) PRO IBITIOrIS . rio officer or employee o th County, whether 

elected or appointed, shall in any manner whatso'-'v r b inter sted in or 

receive any benefi from the profits or e1noluments of any contra t, job, 

wor ' , o .. 
service fort e County . 1 o such o fficer or c ploy 'e shall a ccpL 

. th·ncr o f value, directly or indir ctly, from a ny p rson, firn 
any service or i ::, 

. h • a deal·nct s with the County, upo more fo.vo b c t 'r 15 

or corporation ... avini::, ::, 

gran
ted to the p blic genera ly; nor sh 11 he r c ive, ire t y or 

than those 
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indirectly, any part o f a ny fee , commissio n , or other compensation p a id 

or p ayable by the County, or by any person in connection with a ny d eal 

ings with the County , or by any person in connection with any d ealings 

or proc eedings before any bra nch, o ffice, depa r tment, board, c o mmission, 

or othe r agency o f the County. No such o fficer or employee shall dir ec tly 

or indirectly be the broker or agent who procures or receives any com

pensation in connection with the procureme nt o f a ny type o f bond s for County 

officers, employee s , persons, or firms doing busines s with the County . N o 

such o ffice r or employee shall solicit or accept any c ompensation or gratuity 

in the form o f money or othe rwise for any act or o miss ion in the c our s o f 

his public work; provided, however, tha t t he he a d o f any departm nt or boa rd 

of the County may p e rmit an employee t o receive a r e ward publicly o ffe r ed 

and p a id for, for the accompli shment o f a p articular task . 

(b) RULES OF CONSTRUCTION ; EXCEPTIONS BY COUNCIL . Th 

p rovisions of this S ection shall be broadly c onst rued and strictly e n.forc e d 

for the purpose o f preventin g o fficers and employees from securing a ny 

pecuniary advantage s, however indir ect , f rom their public associations, 

other tha n their c ompensation provided by l a w. In order , however , t o gu rd 

aga in.st injustic e , the Council may, by resolution, specifically a uthoriz' a ny 

County o fficer or e mployee t o own sto ck in a ny corpora tion or to maintain 

a bus iness in c onnectio n with a ny p e r s on, firn-1, or c o rporation d ~a ling 

with the County, if, on full public disclosur e o f a ll p e r t in nt fa ct s t o the 

County Council by s u ch o fficer o r employee , th Council shall det r mine 

that such stock ownership or connection d o es not violat the public int rest. 

■ 
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(c) PENALTIES. Any officer or employee of the County who will-

fully violates any o f the provisions of this Section shall for ie it his o ff i ce . 

If any per son shall o ffer , pay, re fund, or r e bate any part o f any fee, com-

1nission, or other form of compensation to any o fficer or employee o f the 

County in connection with any County business or proc eeding, h e shall , on 

conviction, be punishable by imprisonment for not l ess than one or more 

than six months or a fine of not l ess than $100 . 00 o r 1nore than $ 1,000.00, 

or both. Any contract made in violation o f this Section may be declared 

void by the Executive or by resolution o f the Council. The penalties in this 

Section shall be in addition to a ll othe r penalties provided by l aw . 

S ection 704. RENDERING PERSONAL SER VICES. No o fficer or em -

ployee of the County, e lected or appointed , shall detail o r cause any o fficer 

or e mployee o f the County t o do or perform any service o r work outside o f 

his public o ffic e or e mployment. 

S ection 705. ADDITIONAL COMPENSATION. No 

'( 
51it-M ~ ' 

1 ct d or appoint d 

o fficia l and no o fficer or employee whos e salary is f i x d, in whole or in part, 

by this Charter or by l aws o f the Council shall b e entitled, d i rectly or in-

dir e ctly, to a ny other sal ary o r c omp nsation from t h e County for per:formanc 

of public dutie s, except expenses for travel and s ub sist nee incid nt t o the 

p erform a nc e o f his o fficial duties as a utho rized by laws o f th County. 

S ec tion 706. BONDING OF OFFICERS . Each o:f:fic e r o f th , E x , uLiv 

Branch who has poss ession of or control over a ny funds of the Counly shall g iv ' 

bond for the faithfu l p e rformanc e of his duties in such sum a m a y b e fix d and 

with sureties t o b e approved by the Council on r ec omm nd tion o f t h Excc u t· v e . 

I 
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AR TI CLE VIII 

PUR CHASING AND BIDDING 

S ection 8 0 1. PURCHASING . The Council shall prescribe by law 

a centralized system o f purchasing and contracting for all good s and 

services u sed by the County . 

S e ction 802. BID D ING. The Council shall pre scr ib e by l aw standards 

for competitive bidding fo r purchase by , and contract s with, the County 

go vernme nt. 

46 
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ARTICLE IX 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 

S ection 901 . RIGHT TO I FORMATION. Any per son sha ll have the 
-~ 

right to inspect any document, exc e pt confidential police records, personne l -1 ~ 
re cords, or records of a confidential private natur e as d fined by law . The 

Executive or Council may prescribe reasonabl re gulations for such inspec

tion. A certified copy of any such document shall b e furnished upon paym nt 

of a r eas onable fe pr scribed by law. This section shall not apply to a 

document or other material obtained or prepared in anticipation of litigation 

or for us e in 1 gal proceedings to which th County is a party. 

S ection 902 . NEWSPAPERS OF RECORD. Th Council shall 

designat three County n wspapers of record for the publication of public 

noti c es . Such designation shall b for at least one year and shall, insofar 

as possible, provide county wide coverage . At least four w ks publi 

notice shall be given prior to any change in newspapers of record . 

S ction 903 . PREVAILING HOURS AND WAGES. The Council shall 

establish prevailing hours and wages for all contractors and subcontractors 

performing work for the County government . 

Section 904 . SUBPOENA POWER. Th Council, th County Board 

of Appeals , and such other officers or agencies of the County as may b " so 

empow red by law shall have the power to administ r oaths, to comp 1th 

attendance of witn sses , and tor quir the production of r cords and 

~ 7 

■ 
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othet.__@_at_erials in connection with ~inves-tigation, inquiry, or h e aring 

authorized by this Charter or y-1:-aw . 

Section 90 ~ COUNTY SEAL. The Council shall adopt a County 

Seal ~a nd thereafter it rrny -...so and. e..Her tl:a.'i 1,;;in;;i,._ ;;it it. pl0-a:sare . The Seal 

shall contain the corporate name of the County and such other information 

or insignia as the Council may determine . The Executive, th Chie f 

Administrative Officer , the Secretary o f the Council, and such other officers 

as may be specified by law shall have power to attest to the County S<::al. 

Section 90G. CUSTODY OF PAPERS AND RECORDS . Th Council 

shall provide for the custody and saf keeping of all d eds , bonds, contracts, 

releases, and other papers and instruments involving th inter e sts of th 

County. 

S ction 90(} CONSTRUCTION OF POWERS . Th failure tom ntion 

a particular power or to enume rat similar powers in this Charter shall not 

b e construed to exclude such powers or to restrict th authority that th 

County would have if the particular power were mentione d or the similar 

powers enumerated . The Charter shall b lib rally constru d to th n d 

that, within the limits impos d by the Charter and by th Constitution a nd 

laws o f the State, the County shall hav all powers n e e ssary and conv •n i · nt 

for the conduct of its affairs . 

S e ction 901- SEPARABILITY. If any Articl , s ction, or provi::; i n 

of this Charter shall be h e ld unconstitutional, invalid, or ina p pli a bl to 

any person or cir cum tance , then it is intend d anc d cla r d b y the p o p l ' 

of the Count y that all other Articl s, s ctions, or provi sion s o f th is C r l ·r 

I 
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and their application to all othe r persons and circumstances s a 1 be sep -

arable and shall not be affected by any such decision. 

Section 90{ CITAT ION. This Charter shall be known and may be 

cited as "Th 
. µ 

Prince George I s County Charter . 

s ~ction 9g,q . DE INITIONS AND RULES OF CONSTRUCTION . 

As us ed in this Charter : 

(a) The word 11bill 11 shall mean any measure introduced i 1. the 

Counc i l for le gislative action. 

( b) The words "act , 11 "ordin nee , 11 "public local law" and "legis -

lative act, 11 when used in connection with any action by the Council, shall be 

synonymous, and shall mean any bill enacted in the manner and form provided . 

in this Ch arter . 

(c) The word "resolution" shall mean a measure adopted by the 

Council having the force and effect of law but of a tempo ary or administrative 

characte ... . 

(d) ':::' e word 11 law 11 shall be construed as including all acts, public 

:ocal aws, ordinances, resolutions, and other legislative acts o· th Cou,.c·1, 

all ordinances and resolutions of the County Commis sioners not her by o 

·• rea'ter a ended o repealed, and all public general laws and p blic oco.. 

laws of;: e General Assembly in effect from time to time aft , r th, a<lopt:.on 

of t:iis Charter, whenever such construction would be rcasonabl . 

(e) The words "passage" and "adoption, 11 when used in conn1:: t10n 

w:.th the :cgisiative acts of the Council , shall mean the a tion by th Cou 1..::il 

:~1. ..,.-?proving any i te m of egislative business prior to its submission tot , 

Ex~cutive for his approval or veto. 
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(f) The word "enactment" shall mean the action or means whereby 

any bill after its pas sage attains the status of law. 

(g) The word "State" shall mean the State of Maryland . 

(h) The word "shall" shall be construed as mandatory and the word 

"may" shall be construed as p rmis sive . 

(i) The w ord "person" shall include the words "individual, " 

' 'corporation," "partnership, 11 and "association" unless such a construction 

would be unreasonable . 

(j) The word "offic r" shall include th word "councilman. " 

(k ) W henever in this Charter the masculine gender is used, such 

words shall be construed to include th f minine gender , xc pt where such 

construction would b e absurd or unr asonable . 

(1) The phrase "two- thirds of the memb - rs of Council" shall mean 

at least two - thirds of th full membership of the Council. 

-
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ARTICLE X 

EFFECT AND AMENDMENT OF C HARTER 

Se c ti on 1001. EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS C HARTER. This 

Charter shall become effe ctive on the thirtieth day following its adoption, 

except as otherwis e specifically prov ided in the Transitional Provi sions 

(Article XI) of this Charter . 

S ection 1002 . EXISTING LAWS . The Public Local Laws of Prince 

Ge o rge ' s County and all rules , r egulations , r es olutions , and ordinanc s 

of the County Commis sione r s in f orc e a t the time of the effec tiv - date of 

this Charte r ar e h e r e by r epealed to the xtent that they are inconsist nt 

with the prov isions of this Charte r , but no further ; and to th xtent that 

they ar e not h e reby r epe aled becaus e of such incon s i stency, all such public 

l ocal l aws , rules , r egulations , r es oluti ons , and ordinances shall continue 

in full force and effe ct unti l repeale d or am.ended . 

S e ction 1003 . EXISTING OFFICERS AND EMPLOY ES . All appoint cl 

office r s and employees of the County gov e rnm nt holding offic at the eff ,ctive 

date of this Charter , except the offic rs holding the offices sp cifi.cally abol 

ished by this Chart r, shall c ontinue t o b employed at their existing salari 's 

subject to the provisions of this Chart r. 

Section 1004. REFERENC E IN STATE CONSTITUTION AND LAWS 

T O COUNTY COMMISSIONERS. All r fe renc s in the Const·tution and th 

law s o f thi s State to the County Commiss ioners shall, at such tim as t1 c 

ele cted member s of the fi rst Council and the first Ex cutiv tak ofii , b' 

51 RESP. APP. 102



~ .. 
--., 
_, 
•• 
-----
' r 
r 
r 
r 
r 
r 

,, .,, 

52 

construed to •efer to the Cou cil and to th Executive when ·v r such con-

s:: · uction woul be reasonable . The Council and the · xecutive shall succeed 

to al -::>ow rs vested eretofore in the County Com1nissioncr::; by the:: 

Cons i c: ion and laws of thi State . 

S ~ctior l 005 . CHA"-TER AME DM, 1 T . A ,e 1.d ne ts t this 

Cha ·ter 1.ay be p ·otJos -d by an act of the Council ap roved by 1 ot l :ss 

tha 1 two - tl ·ds of its rnc bcrs, - nd such actioi sh 1 be exen, Jt from 

executive Vo..oto . A 1.,endments 1nay also b propos cl by petition fil ,c1 with 

t c: Executive an ::;igned by not less than twenty p r cent n, of the r -giste eel 

vot rs of the Co nty, or 10 , 000 of such regi::;ter -d vot rs in case twenty per 

cent m oI L ~ nu ber of registered voters is gr at r than l 0, 000 . When so 

-;:,roposed , whether by act of the Council or by petitio1., the q estion ,..,·hieh 

s · a 1 be sub itted to the voters of the County at the next g 0 n ral 81 'CL ion 

occurri .g afte the ?as sage o · s i act or th filing of said petition; and ii at 

lection the aj ority of vot s cast on the que sb on shall be' in fa\ o · o the 

;):oposea am -ndme t, su h am dm nt shall stand a !op cd fro 

the t" irticth day following sai e ectio . Any amend cnts to t 1: s Cha · te. :·, 

p ... opos c: int e manne a ore said, shall be p blishe by the Exe utiv ' . , 

·,J·.2 Cour..;;y news apers o rccor fo fiv s c essiv, w -cks prio t tl e! 

c:ection at w ich the qucstio1. shal be consid r d by tl' vot 'r::; oi thl' ,o 1 ty. 

Sect· on 006 . DECE. 1 TIAL CHARTER REVISIOX CO_ L:'v1ISSIO. . .:\t 

,__,_· '...,...; ·ore the first annua lcoi.sl tivc s 'ssion of tl ' Coun..::il a · .. _,r the' ;.,u,ii-.:,.-
o 

cennial censu::; oft 1..::: population of th' UnitL'd Sta.ks, Ol',!.•··ni1~,!. 

with t e n b ication of the 1980 decenn·a1 cens ::;, t 
l 
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Charter Revision Cornn1ission for the pu pose of making a comprehensive 

study of the County government and the updating of its Charte r wh re 

:1cccssary. Th Co1nn1.ission shall b composed of fiv or n1.or repr senta 

t:vc citizens of the County who shall r port to the Council their finding s and 

rccomm ndations, together with drafts of any r ecomm nded revisions of 

the Charter , within twelve months after their appointm nt. The Charter 

Revision Commission shall receive from the County an appropriation suffi

cient to carry out its duties and responsibilities . 

-
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ARTICLE XI 

TRANSITIONAL PROVISIONS 

Section 1101. NATURE OF THIS ARTICLE. The provisions o f this 

Article relate to the transition from the existing Commissioner form of 

government to the form of government provided in this Charter. Where in

consistent with the foregoing Articles of this Charte r, the provisions of 

thi s Article shall constitute exceptions thereto. 

Section 1102. MANNER OF ELECTION OF FIRST COUNCIL. In order 

that this Charter may become operative promptly after it b ec omes law, the 

following procedure shall govern the method of selection of the fir st Council. 

(a) THE EXISTING COUNTY COMMISSIONERS. The County Commis-

sioners in office at the effective date of this Charter shall c ontinue to hold 

office and exercise a nd perform their present powers and duties until the Ex-

ecutive is elected a nd takes offic e as provided in Sections 1103 and 1105 o f 

this Article. At such time , the exist ing County Commission rs b come Coun-

cilmen and the Offic e of County Commissioner shall cease to exist in Prine 

G eorge's County. Should one or more of the .,j,aett'ffi:b en-t County Commi ss ion rs -

' e \ e c., "t c hoo se to seek election to the position o f Executive th y shall vacat their office 

I 
as a County Commissioner at th e time them mb rs of th first Council take 

office as provided i n Section 1105 of this Article . In such an e v e nt a n additional 

member shall be elected to the first Council as provided in S ections l 102 (b) 

and 1104 of this Article for each office on th Board o f County Commi ssion rs 

Fr e\e ct 
so vacated. ';l County Commission r s"choosing to file as a candidaL for th posi-

tion of Executivefnust~ e nominated as provided in Section 1104 o f this Articl 

(R e vised) 
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an~ must file in the office of the Board of Supervisors of Elections not later 

than nine o'clock in the evening on· Wednesday, November 18, 1970 . 

(b) MANNER OF ELECTION O F THE ADDITIONAL MEMBERS, IF 

ANY , OF THE FIRST COUNCIL. A special election for additional members 

for the first Council, if any , shall be held o n Tuesday, January 19 , 1971. 

The members o f the C ouncil so to be elected , if any, shall meet the qualifi -

cations set forth in Article II o f this Charter. 

S ection 1103. MANNER OF ELECTION OF THE FIRST EXECUTIVE . 

In order that this Charter m a y become operative promptly after it b ecomes 

l a w, a special election for the fir st Executive shall be held on Tuesday, 

January 19, 1971. The Executive shall meet the qualifications set forth in 

Article III of this Charter. 

Section 1104 . MANNER O F NOMINATION. Nominations for the addi-

tional members of the Council, if a ny, and for the Executive shall b e made by~ 

( l} tAe e1;ate Gerxhal CQ;Runittees of Prip<;g C001ge 1 E, Co~ftl;'f Qf thg Dei:..ocratic. 

a.ae Rgpubli'v?P parhc ~ cil t6 ➔ by petition signe d by 0B:0 ~gii' <;enhuf~f 

t 

g..eei=uatodal e Je.ct iQD.. Nominations o f candidat e s , other than ?i33 a ent County 

~\{ c}~ 
Commissioners ( shall be filed in the office of the Board o f Supervisors o f Elec-

tions not later than nine o'clock in the evening on Monday , D cemb r ,f 1970. 

Section 1105. TERMS OF OFFICE OF THE FIRST EXECUTIVE AND 

MEMBERS OF THE FIRST C OUNCIL. The terms of the first Ex cutive and 

the membe rs of the first Council shall commenc e at noon on Monday, J a nuary 

25, 1971 and shall expir e at noon on the first Monday in December, 1974. 
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ARTICLE XI 

TRANSITIO NA L PROVISIONS 

Section 1101. I ATURE O F THIS ARTICLE . The provisions of this 

Article relate to the transition f om th xisting Commission r form of 

gov e r nme nt to the fo m of gove r nment provided in this Chart r . Wh r in 

c ons is tent with the for g oing A rticles of this Charter , the provisions of 

this Article shall constitute exc epti ons th reto. 

Se c tion 1102 . MANNER O F ELECTIO N OF FIRST COU. rcrL. In 

order that this Chart r may be com op rativ promptly aft r it b comes 

law, the following proc dure shall govern th m thod of s 1 ction of the 

fir st C ouncil. 

(a) THE EXISTII G C O UNTY COMMISSIO ERS. Th County 

Commissioners in offic at the cffectiv date of this Chart r shall ontinue 

to hold office and ex rcis and perform their pr sent pow rs and duties until 

·chc additional members provided for in S ction 1102(b} of this Arti le ar 

elected and tak~ office . At such tim , th xisting County Comr ission..::rs 

bec ome C ouncilmen and th Office of County Commission r sha 1 c ,as to 

xist in Prince George's County. Provid d, howev r ' that should on or 

f th 
•ncumbent County Commission rs choose to fil as a candidate 

more o e 1 

for the position of Executive they shall vacat their offi as a County 

. . at the tim the additiona m mbers of the first C u1 il tak 
Comm1ss1oner 

Pr ovl
. 'cd in Se, ction 1105 of this Articl . 

office as 
Provi d f rth 'r, t 

such an event an ad itional memb r shall b 
1 cted to th first Co nc·l as 
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provided in Sections 1102(b) and 1104 of this Article for each office on the 

Board of County Commissioners so vacated . 

(b) MANNER OF ELECTION OF THE ADDITIONAL MEMBERS OF 

T E FIRST COUNCIL. A special el ction for four or mor additional mem 

bers for the first Council shall be held on Tuesday, January 19 , 1971. The 

four or more members of the Council so to be lected shall meet the qualifi

cations set forth in Article II of this Charter . 

Section 1103 . MANNER OF ELECTIO N O F THE FIRST EXECUTIVE . 

In order that this Charter may become operative promptly after it b e comes 

law, a special election for the first Executiv shall be held on T ue sday, 

January 19 , 1971 . Th Executive shall meet the qualifications set forth in 

Article III of this Charter . 

Section 1104. MANNER OF OMINATION. Nomination s for th four 

or m o re additional m mbers of th Council and for th E x cutiv s h a ll be 

made by: ( 1) the State Central Com.mitt es of Prine G org, ' s Count y o f the 

D emocratic and Republican parti s; and (2) by petition sig n d by on p e r ce n t um 

( 1%) of the total nmnbcr of the qualified vot rs of th County voting in th e rnos t 

recent gubernatorial cl ction. 
ominations of and id at s s ha ll bL' fi kc! in th' 

office of the Board of Supe rvisors 0£ El ctions not late r than n in e p . m . on 

Monday, D cembe r 7 , 1970 . 

Section 1105. TERMS OF OFFICE OF THE FIRST EXE CUTI VE A D 

M EMBER S OF T H E F I ST CO UNC I L . The t rms of th first Ex cutiv e and 

t h e membe rs of t h e first Coun ci l shall comm ne e a t n oon on M ncla y, 

January 25, 197 and shall expir e at noon on th firs t onday i n D c mb-r , 

1974. RESP. APP. 108
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Section 1106 . TIME CERTAIN ARTICLES BECOME OPERATIVE. 

Articles I through X of this Charter shall become operative at the tim the 

f"rst Executive and the majority of the members of the first Council take 

office. 

Sc:ction l 07. ADMINIS TRATIVE O RGANIZATIO1 . W'thin twelve 

( 2) man hs of taking office , the first Executive shall propos an initial 

administrative organization for the Executiv Branch of th County gov rn 

ment in accordanc with the prov isions of Article IV of this Charter . 

Section 1108 . NEWS PAPERS OF RECORD . Within thirty (30) days 

of taking office, th first Council shall d sig nate three n wspap rs of r e cord 

as required by Articl IX, Section 902 of t_his Chart r. 

Se c tion 1109 . C ODE O F ETHICS. Within six (6) months of tak ino 
b 

o "ice , the first Council shall adopt a code of ethics as r quir d by Articl 

VII , Secti on 702 of this Charter. 

Section 1110. A OLITION OF CERTAIN OFFICES. Subj ct to the 

conditions specified in this Section, th following are abolish d: 

(a) THE COUNTY TREASURER. Within thirty (30) cl ays of taking 

o £ice, the first Ex cutiv shall propos a chang e in the adn inistr a tive 

organization of the Executive Branch of the County g ov rnm nt , i n a r clan ' 

, ith the provisions of Article IV of this Chart r, to provicl for t h , ass rn p tion 

of the duties of the County Treasurer. The position of County Tr a sur ' r s} 11 

stand abolished nin ty (90) days aft r the first Ex cutive and fir s t Counc il ta ke 

office . 

RESP. APP. 109



' I 

57 

(b) THE C LERK TO THE BOAR D O F C OUNTY COMMISSIONERS . 

Tithin thirty (30) days o f taking o ffice , the first Council shall provide 

for the assumption of the duties of the Clerk t o the Board of the County 

Commission rs by the S1::cretary t o the Council. The positio n of the 

Clerk t o the Board o f County Commissio ners shall thereupon stand 

abo lished . 

Section 1111 . O THER DEPARTMENT S , O FFIC ES, BOARDS , 

AND AGENCIES. All departments , o ffic es , b oards , and agenci s of 

the County g overmnent n o t abo l i shed or o therwise altered by this Charter 

shall retain their present o rganization and functions until such tim a s 

these rr,.a y be changed i n accordanc e with the pro visio ns of this Charter . 

RESP. APP. 110



COUNTY CCUflCIL Or PRI:1cc: GC:ORGC: ' S COUilTY • MARYL.A.'10 

1981 LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

DATE OF INTRODUCTION: _ __,._/.~1r'-/2-=-.,;""""7,"""/4.......,'/'-------------
SPONSORED BY COUNCIL MEMBERS: ~c da.tu::;:,.L 

/ . 

RECORD Of FINAL COUNCIL YOTE 

COUNCILMAN AYE NAY ABSTAIN ASSENT AYE NAY ABSTA IN ASSENT 

Gl endenf nQ -iwonett -casula . .-
!b\bnt!V ,_ 
Hartlove . .-
Koonce ,.,,,.... 
Lombard1 ., I 
Marshall 

----Mc□onouQh . --
Mill s 

,_ 
I I 

Wi 1 C"" - I 

Tn~'ll -, ~ ~ 

En•c:ted: ----.1'""/;__ __ 
Failed: ______ _ 

Other: _______ _ 

/ c:,.
1
/4,,/n Bf 11 Returned : I'.-;,¥ ./ 

Ac:t1on taken by Exec:ut1ve: -~~~-4'4--::11::ii,i:::J':"'-• .. -r..,J='i,_/ill::K.------------/ 

Presented to Executive: 

Veto Overridden : -----,-------------------,---

8111 Bec:cas Law: _.._/_-'.,,.,/4~';-./4..__.:(__ B111 BKaaes Effective: c-'M.L. 

Referendla Petftfon f'11ed : _________ _ 
. . 

Charter -..ndllent subaftted to Board of' Election Supervisors: _______ _ 

Allan:mant approved. to becaae 1ffec:tfv1 : ··----------------

RESP. APP. 111
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Suzanne C. Johnson,
Clerk of Court
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COUNTY COUNCIL OF PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY, MARYLAND 

Legislative Session 1981 

Proposed and Presented by Council Member McDonough 

Introduced by Council Member McDonough 

Bill No. CB-184-1981 

Chapter No. 129 -----------------------
Introduced by Council on October 27, 1981 

BILL 

AN ACT concerning 

Boundaries of County Council Districts 

FOR the purpose of establishing the boundaries of the nine (9) 

County Council Districts, effective December 6, 1982. 

WHEREAS, Sections 304 and 305 of the Prince George's County 

Charter require that the boundaries of County Council districts 

shall be reestablished in 1982 so as to divide the County into 

nine (9) Council districts: and 

WHEREAS , the Redistricting Co11111ission has presented a 

redistricting plan to the Council on September 25, 1981; and 

WHEREAS, the County Council i s a.uthorized by Section 305 of 

the County Charter to enact legislation reestablishing the 

boundaries of the Council districts within seventy (70) calendar 

days following presentation of the Redistricting Coamission•s 

plan1 and 

WHEREAS the Redistricting Commission Majority Plan provides 

for a population variance of 8 , 275 or 11.2 percent between the 

highest populated district and the lowest populated district; 

and 

WHEREAS this plan would basically adopt the majo.ri ty plan 

and shift 2,943 persons from precinct 3-1 in the highest 

district, District 4, to District 9, and 6,034 from precinct 5-3 

RESP. APP. 113
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- 2 - CB-184-1931(DR-2)

SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED by the County Council of Prince

George's County, Haryland. that, pursuant to Sections 304 and

305 of the Prince George's County Charter, the boundaries of the

nine {9) County Council districts are hereby established as

depicted and described in Attachment A hereto, which provisions
are adopted in their entirety and made a part of this Act.

SECTION 2. BE IT FURTHER ENACTED that this Act shall
becone effective at noon on December 6. 1982,9rovided that it
shall for purposes of elections be applicable to elections of

County Council Members beginning with the primary and general
elections of 1982.

Adopted this 3955 day of Novenber, 1931.

COUNTY COUNCIL OF PRINCB
GEORGE'S COUNTY, MARYLAND

, :-

sr: ”'
arris fl. GlendeningChair-an

ATTIST:

an H. u ,
APPROVED:

DATE: BY:
Laurence Jf'fiogan
County Executive

The County Executive. havin failed to return this 8111 with either
his approval or veto within ten i101 days after the date of its presentation
to him. this Bill became law on December 16. 1981

14
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CB-184-198'I
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{213-184—1981

WCILMANIC REDISTRICTING MISSION PLAN WITH CHANGE

PIPULATION DISTRIEITIW
DISTRICT IV

Elocflon Dish-ICU
Preclncf

3-2

7-2

7-3

1—4

7-5

7-5

fill'l'e Blacklaflan

3,!55

2,69II

3.725

2,659

Mao 3,330

4,5305.2“
3,605 3.l59

l4—I 4 .743

6.425 5.285

”-3 3.734

"-4 2,159

l4-5 3,591 3. 472 75

87

4.569

3,5542I-6 3,514

7|2I-9 I,OIO

1,853 6,436 I,0I9

2,795

Tota l 14,105 63,987 5,436 2,283
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MIMIC REDISTRICTING camssm: PLAN
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63-184-1981

melummc REDISTRICTING cor/MISSION PLAN m-ru cancer:
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CB-184-1 981

MIMIC REDISTRICTING MISSION PLAN WITH CHANGE

POPULATION DISTRIBUTIOI'I
DISTRICT Ix
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laKGTSluNl'IVl-i INI-‘Ultflh'l'l'flfl FUR“

County Council of Prince George's County, Maryland
' I

n
I. General Information

1. ,naekground information necessitating legislation:
The bill is beino proposed to reguce the variangg in Bgpglggion
figures as submitted by the Redistricting Commission.

2. Identify other amendments to the County Code or County
regulations required if proposed legislation is adopted:I

None

£

Identify and explain any deadline required for enactment of3.
this legislation:
Must be adopted by November 30. 1981

4. Person who drafted propened legislation:
Lionell M. Lockhart, Legislative Officer

5. Resource personnel for additional information:

Councilmemberngerard Mobonough

'6. Identify other agencies or organizations who nave had an
opportunity to review the proposed legislation:
None
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COUNTY COUNCIL OF PRINCE (EORGB'S COUNTY, MERIT-END

Iagislative Session 1931

Amendment Introduced by

Bill No. CB-134-1981

Amendment No. I

Amendment Introduced by Council on m
PROPOSED WOW

1. On page 2, line 7, after December 6, 1982, add the

following :

Iprovided that it shall for purposes of elections
be applicable to elections of County Council members

beginning with the primary and general elections of

1982.‘
2. On Attachment A delete the map and insert the attached

map in lieu thereof.

MED 11/30/81
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THE PRINCE GEORGE’S COUNTY GOVERNMENT

December 4. 1981

Honorable Gerard T. Hononough
Chairman
Prince George's County Council
County Administration Building
Upper Marlboro, Maryland 20772

Dear Gerry:
I have returned CB-184-1981 to the clerk of the Councilwithout my signature.
As you well know, CB-184-19Bl is the bill enacted to make

minor amendments to the redistricting plan approved by a
majority of the members of the Redistricting Commission.

I have chosen this course of action reluctantly. knowingfull well that CB-lal-lQBl will become law without my signa-tare.

Let me make it clear that by no means do I approve ofthe redistricting plan, with or without the Council's amend-
ment. A veto in this case, however. would only mean thatthe Commission's unamended plan would become law. I am facedwith a Robson's choice. Neither option is acceptable.

The citizens of this County, at every opportunity, voicedtheir strong support for other less self-serving plans which
the Council rejected.

Under these circumstances, I cannot allow my signature on
a bill which misrepresents the interests of the electorate.

Sincerely,

utivs
cc: All Council Members

County Administrafion Building — Upper Marlboro, Maryland 20870

.- 0.fi

County
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COUNTY COUNCIL 0! PRINCE GBORGE'S COUNTY, MARYLAHD

Legislative Session L22;
Proposed and Presented by Council W lchonough

Introduced by Council Member McDonough

3111 no_ CB-184-1981

Chapter No.

Introduced by Council on 27' 193‘

BILL
an AC! concerning

Boundaries of County Council Districts
FOR the purpose of establishing the boundaries of the nine (9)
County Council Districts. effective December 6, 1982.

HHEREAS. Sections 304 and 305 of the Prince George's County
charter require that the boundaries of County Council districts
shall be reestablished in 1902 so as to divide the County into
nine (9) council districts; and

WHEREAS. the Redistricting Coeeission has presented a

redistricting plan to the Council on Septeeber 25, 1981: and

HEBRBAS, the County Council is authorized by Section 305 of
the County Charter to enact legislation reestablishing the
boundaries of the Council districts within seventy (70) calendar
days following presentation of the Redistricting Con-ission's

plan: and

IEIRBAS the Redistricting Cos-ission Majority Plan provides
for a population variance of 0,215 or 11.2 percent between the

highest populated district and the lowest populated district:
and

WHEREAS this plan would basically adopt the eajority plan
and shift 2,943 persons Eros precinct 3-1 in the highest
district. District 4. to District 9. and 6,034 tree precinct 5-3

10

11
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-2- 68-134-1901

SECTION 1. an IT ENACTED by the County Council of Prince
George's County. Maryland. that, pursuant to Sections 304 and
305 of the Prince George's County Charter, the boundaries of the
nine {9) County Council districts are hereby established as

depicted and described in Attachment A hereto. which provisions
are adopted in their entirety and made s pert of this Act.

SECTION 2. BE IT FURTHER ENACTED that this Act shall
become effective at noon on December 6, 1982.

COUNTY COUNCIL OF PRINCE
GIOIGB'S COUNTY, MARYLAND

BY:
Ferris u. EIendeningChair-en

ATTIBT:

Jean I. BcEiEEI. EIerE
APPROVED:

DNTB: BY:
Esurence J. Hogan
County Executive

10

11

13

1d



RESP. APP. 136



RESP. APP. 137

Ci 4-1981

CCXNCLMANIC DISTRICTS

as recommended by the

OJNCLMAMC REDiSTRICTlNG
COMMISSEON

SEPT.mien
WITH CHANCES

m MADE!
H.”

bath-v n

_

Wv‘
(43/

Slfl
FP<1:



RESP. APP. 138

CB-‘l 34-1981

autumn: mam-meme mlsm'm"" '

'
mutter: DISTRllfl'ifll

'

-

pssmcr II
A.

II“NM BI81"”6V' m
m

IM
m:

I

: has
we. .

I“ ' 1.35
In - up
an
I“
III-3

m
IH
[H
M
:14

I

:14
um
In:

I”
“I

_

LII?

2.”!
3,6"

3.3“
I”

5,095 I,4I0 LII?

”-15 2.8!!

- via-Iv

O‘NX‘



RESP. APP. 139

CB-184-1 98]

MIMIC REDISTRICTIRB MISSIW PLAN WITH m
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- 2 - Hove-her 25, 1901

cs-ns-nn - An Act to “man the scandal“cl'fic'u'n':
eon-1:11

coma panics... zuccuueDug-bu 6, I": “daunting Con-minIlium-it; Plan] - _
—cI-ru-Hfl - An Act to) “usual: the bound-aimm Con Couucu Fianna. cflccuuvzcclbcx 6. 1912 R¢Jd£4£n£cting con-1141:. Kajoaityrun. with and-nu} --

FINAL ACTION CARRIED OVER T0 [:30 9.1!.
l

Due to the lack of I quorul, the Chair-an announced that finnlnation on the council-uni: redistricting plans. 03-175 and 83-184.would be «trial over to 1:30 13.... Monday, Hove-her 30. 1981.

ru mun tuning m disused a 11:5! 1...

Sublitted by:

County Cauncil

.ed by:

Reports the COIIIIC
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Ammo ‘
COUNTY COUNCIL Of PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY. HAIYLAND

flinutes of Public Hearinls

Thursday. Hove-her 19. 1981Council Hearing noon
County Adainistration nuildinlUpper Farlboro. Faryland

Cl-lls-Itlr - in Act eoeeeaein beesdeaite oisun eancit Mansion {on t e pupae: oiestablishing the beuudasiea ed the nine CountyCounty Dietaicte Ilediattietieg Cenoiaaionlinoeitg Ptanl --

—C!-f8#—I¢ll — An Act conceaeie beendatiea o5one onecit Dictatets (as tit puipeae a!establishing the boundaniea a! the nine CountyCon-cit oietiicta Ilediataictieg Commissionunfatitp Flea with Aaendseetsl ~-

At 9:15 a.n.. pursuant to notice. goblic hearings were jointlyconvened on 3111 175-198! (reflecting t e Redistricting Connission'sMinority Plan] and Bill Ill-1981 (constituting the RedistrictiConniesion's Majority Plan with Anendnents). The following Me erswere present during the joint public hearing:
Parris N. Glendening. ChqirlanSarah Ada Koonce, Vice ChairnanFrank P. Casula
Fey 1. Dabney. Jr.
Ann Landry Loabardi
Deborah Ragland Marshall
Gerard T. McDonoughFloyd E. Nilson, Jr.

Also present: Sa-uel E. Iynkoop. Jr.. Council adainistratorDavid L. Geode. Deputy Council AdninistratorLionel: F. Locthart. Legislative officer
Prior to hearing testieony. the Chairman requested AnthonyMcCarthy. President of the Roosevelt Deeocretic Club. to lead thepledge of allegiance to the flag. Chair-an Glendening then announcedthat Council-an Hartlove was absent attending a NMATA Board aeeting;that Council Me-ber Mills had suffered a death in the falily: andthat Councilman Aaonett was representing the Council at a conferenceon Econoaic Developnent in Baltimore.
Following additional comments outlining the procedures for thejoint hearing. six elected officials and approximately thirty-oneconcerned citizens testified in support of Bill 175.
All persons present the desired to speak having done so. thepublic hearings were declared to have been duly held. and the meetingadjourned at 11:27 I.l.

Prepared and Sub-itted by:

an .. .e
erk of the Council
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County Council - 7 - October Z7, 1981

Cl-l?! was introduced by Council Halters flartlove, loonce.Mills, Casuln. Glendeninn and Dnbney, and concurrently referredto the Fiscal end Planning Con-ittee.
C3-135 was introduced by Councilnon Hartlore and concurrentlyreferred to the Fiscal and Planning Conlittee.
Cl-lll ans introduced by Council Members lilson, Hnrtlove. Denney.Glendenin; and Casula. end concurrently referred to the Fiscal andPlanning Co-ittee.
ce-iez was introduced by Council Nelbers nabney. Hartlore. Ioonce.”ills and Casula. and concurrently referred to the Fiscal and PlanningCounittee.
CI-lCS was introduced by Council Menbere Casuln. Lonberdi. Dabneyand Induce. and concurrently referred to the Fiscal and PlanningConlittee. -

c3*raa-Ivar - An Energeney Act to extend deadlineon enenp on; to cs—r-rera en te cteaoeiied e.-ptegeea 0‘ Hospital Connie-eta: and Quebec hoepitnlo --

ce-us-nn - 4n Emgency Act to approve (coon egoce-nn between County and Luce-C um, Datamation-t“I .’ ‘ ’ .
I 'Mummy: oi Fm “gum, m-cw. dumbu tee-u.end canditiene oi enptcy-ent oi penaonnet etcaaé icetlencenti‘ied by PERB --

co-leo wen introduced-by Council-nu Glendenin; and concurrentlyreferred to the Hunnn Resources Connittee.
cn—1ss was introduced by Council Henbers Casula. Koooce. Denneyand Gleodening. and concurrently referred to the flunnn ResourcesCollittoo.

co—rle-rvll - An Act to eetabtten boundcniee o‘ nineeon ennctt Dieteicta. e‘iective Dene-bee 6, III:
.1

iEE-lle
one introduced by Council-an McDonough.

§§i££%;%zil
- To deoigncte Gutenbett nee: fleuetop-cntc o be govenned by the ten inane-cut neecedenee{on [inencing and teentien. euthanized in SectienateiJJ-l. et Ac... oi Antiete 4r. Anneteted Code oilcnytnnd --

gg-IJS-ICQI
- Te pnouide e eunptenentcny cpnncneictieno en- epentnentct Gncnta to Geuennnentct Indica-Cnine Setuenn, Inc., in the enonnt oi $13,009 --

Cl-IJT-rill - To deaignnte the innge-Lottn‘end Develop-ne t cc: to be gouenned by the to: (neat-Int pne-cedunea lee
jinnncing

and taxation. entkeateed inSections :65 J-!, et aeq., es Antiete 41, AnnotatedCode of fleegtend
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 COUNTY COUNCIL OF PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY, MARYLAND 

 Legislative Session ________________1991__________________ 

 Resolution No. _________CR-8-1991_________________________ 

 Proposed by _Council Members Wineland, Casula, MacKinnon,_ 

     ______________________and Castaldi________________________ 

 Introduced by _Council Members Wineland, Casula,__________ 

 _______________MacKinnon, and Castaldi____________________ 

 Co-Sponsors ______________________________________________ 

 Date of Introduction ______February 12, 1991______________ 

 RESOLUTION  

A RESOLUTION concerning 

 Prince George's County Redistricting Commission 

FOR the purpose of appointing the Prince George's County 

Redistricting Commission pursuant to the provisions of Section 305 

of the County Charter for establishing councilmanic districts and 

requesting that the plan be submitted by the Commission to the 

County Council by September 15, 1991. 

 WHEREAS, Section 305 of the Prince George's County Charter 

requires that a Commission be appointed by the County Council by 

February 15, 1991 consisting of two names from each political party 

which polled at least fifteen percent (15%) of the total votes cast 

for all candidates for the Council in the immediately preceding 

regular election and one additional member selected by the Council; 

and 
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 WHEREAS, pursuant to the Charter, five names have been 

submitted by both the Prince George's County Democratic Central 

Committee and the Prince George's County Republican Central 

Committee to the County Council for consideration; and 

 WHEREAS, the Charter provides that the Redistricting Plan 

submitted to the Council shall become law seventy (70) calendar days 

after submittal if no other law is adopted by the Council; and 

 WHEREAS, if the Redistricting Plan is not submitted prior to 

October 1, 1991, the Council will have only sixty-one (61) days to 

consider the Plan; 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the County Council of Prince 

George's County, Maryland, that the following persons are appointed 

to the Prince George's County Redistricting Commission: 

  1. Barbara Anderson 

  2. Henderson J. Brown, IV 

  3. Toni Evon Clarke 

  4. John Scott 

  5. Timothy J. Sullivan 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Redistricting Commission is 

charged with the duties set out in Section 305 of the County Charter 

and is requested to submit the Redistricting Plan to the County 

Council on or before September 15, 1991. 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Council Administrator shall 

provide administrative support to the Commission. 

RESP. APP. 153



-3-                        CR-8-1991 

 DR-1 

 

 Adopted this 12th day of February, 1991. 

      COUNTY COUNCIL OF PRINCE 
      GEORGE'S COUNTY, MARYLAND 
 
 
 
      BY: __________________________ 
          Richard J. Castaldi 
          Chairman 
 
ATTEST: 
 

 
 
__________________________ 
Jean M. Schmuhl, CMC 
Clerk of the Council 
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COUNTY COUNCIL OF PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY, MARYLAND 

2001Legislative Session 

Resolution No.    CR-5-2001 

Proposed by   Chairman Ronald V. Russell 

Introduced by       Council Members Bailey, Russell, Scott, Shapiro and Wilson 

Co-Sponsors  

Date of Introduction   February 13, 2001 

 

RESOLUTION 

A RESOLUTION concerning 1 

Prince George’s County Redistricting Commission 2 

For the purpose of appointing the Prince George’s County Redistricting Commission pursuant to 3 

the provision of Section 305 of the County Charter for establishing councilmanic districts and 4 

requesting that the plan be submitted to the Council by September 11, 2001. 5 

 WHEREAS, Section 305 of the Prince George’s County Charter requires that a 6 

Commission be appointed by the County Council by February 15, 2001 consisting of two 7 

persons nominated from each political party which polled at least fifteen percent of the total 8 

votes cast for all candidates for the Council in the immediately preceding regular election and 9 

one additional member selected by the Council; and 10 

 WHEREAS, Pursuant to the Charter, five persons have been nominated by both the Prince 11 

George’s County Democratic Central Committee and the Prince George’s County Republican 12 

Central Committee to the County Council for consideration; and  13 

 WHEREAS, the Charter provides that the Redistricting Plan submitted to the Council shall 14 

become law seventy calendar days after submittal if no other law is adopted by the Council; and 15 

 WHEREAS, if the Redistricting Plan is not submitted prior to October 1, 2001, the Council 16 

will have only sixty-one days to consider the Plan prior to the end of the legislative year. 17 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the County Council of Prince George's 18 

County, Maryland, that the persons listed on Attachment A are appointed to the Prince George’s 19 

County Redistricting Commission.  20 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Redistricting Commission is charged with the 21 

duties set out in Section 305 of the County Charter and is requested to submit its Redistricting 22 

RESP. APP. 155



CR-5-2001(DR-2) 

2 

Plan to the County Council on or before September 11, 2001. 1 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Council Administrator shall provide administrative 2 

support to the Commission.3 

 Adopted this 13th day of February, 2001 

        COUNTY COUNCIL OF PRINCE 

GEORGE'S COUNTY, MARYLAND 

 

 

 

       BY: _________________________________ 

Ronald V. Russell 

Chairman 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

______________________________ 

Joyce T. Sweeney 

Clerk of the Council 
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Attachment A 

3 

PRINCE GEORGE’S COUNTY REDISTRICTING COMMISSION 

Samuel H. Dean (D) – Mitchellville (Council Appointee) 

David Cahn (R) – Upper Marlboro 

Janis M. Hagey (D) – Bowie 

Thomas F Kennedy (R) - Laurel 

David R. Merkowitz (D) – College Heights  
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COUNTY COUNCIL OF PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY, MARYLAND 

2011 Legislative Session 

Bill No. CB-64-2011 

Chapter No.  

Proposed and Presented by Council Members Turner, Campos, Franklin, Harrison, 

Lehman, Olson, Patterson and Toles 

Introduced by Council Members Turner, Campos, Franklin, Harrison, Lehman, Olson, 

          Patterson and Toles 

Date of Introduction    October 11, 2011 

BILL 

AN ACT concerning 1 

2011 Prince George’s County Council Redistricting Plan 2 

For the purpose of enacting a plan of County Council district boundaries in accordance with 3 

Section 305 of the County Charter 4 

WHEREAS, Section 305 of the County Charter provides that the boundaries of Council 5 

districts shall be reestablished in 1982 and every tenth year thereafter; and 6 

WHEREAS, this Section further provides that a commission on redistricting be appointed 7 

to prepare, publish, and make available a plan of Council districts, together with a report 8 

explaining it, for County Council consideration on or before September 1 of the year prior to the 9 

year in which redistricting is to be effective; and 10 

WHEREAS, on January 25, 2011, the County Council adopted CR-2-2011 appointing 11 

members to the 2011 Redistricting Commission and reciting the commission’s respective duties 12 

as prescribed by Charter; and 13 

WHEREAS, the Commission conducted a comprehensive series of public hearings, 14 

meetings, and electronic outreach efforts to gather public input in the preparation of its plan; and 15 

WHEREAS, in an effort to encourage public input and enhance public understanding of the 16 

redistricting process and procedures, and to promote transparency, the County Council created a 17 

Redistricting website, which included but was not limited to important calendar dates, press 18 

releases, the 2010 Census data, a Citizens guide to Redistricting, a citizen comment box and plan 19 

proposals of the 2011 Redistricting Commission and the County Council; and  20 
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 WHEREAS, the Prince George’s County 2011 Redistricting Commission transmitted its 1 

September 2011 Plan and Report to the County Council on September 1, 2011; and 2 

 WHEREAS, the Council conducted public work sessions on September 13 and September 3 

19, 2011, respectively, to consider the specific provisions of the 2011 Redistricting Commission 4 

Plan and Report; and 5 

 WHEREAS, the County Council’s preliminary examination of the 2011 Redistricting 6 

Commission September 2011 Plan and Report, coupled with input from the public, prompted the 7 

County Council to prepare alternative plan considerations to the 2011 Redistricting Commission 8 

Plan ; and 9 

 WHEREAS, as further required by Section 305 of the County Charter, the Council held a 10 

September 27, 2011, public hearing on the 2011 Redistricting Commission Plan and Report, 11 

together with Council Option 1 and Council Option 2; and 12 

 WHEREAS, the County Council conducted public work sessions on September 27, 2011, 13 

and October 3, 2011, to create a 2011 County Council Redistricting Plan for consideration and 14 

action; and 15 

 WHEREAS, the County Council sought public input in creating its 2011 County Council 16 

Redistricting Plan, including the September 27, 2011, public hearing, each of the public work 17 

sessions, and through written testimony received on or before the close of business October 7, 18 

2011; and 19 

 WHEREAS, the Council developed a plan of County Council district boundaries as set 20 

forth in Attachments A, B, C, D, E, and F, attached hereto and made a part hereof as if set forth 21 

fully herein; and 22 

 WHEREAS, Attachment A consists of a Countywide map depicting the boundaries of the 23 

nine (9) County Council districts, together with individual district maps of each of the County 24 

Council districts; and 25 

 WHEREAS, Attachment B consists of a Description of Changes Report detailing how each 26 

of the nine (9) current County Council district boundaries have changed pursuant to the 2011 27 

County Council Redistricting Plan; and 28 

 WHEREAS, Attachment C consists of a Metes and Bounds report that provides a specific 29 

statement of the boundary lines of land for each Council District pursuant to the 2011 Council 30 

Redistricting Plan, with their terminal points and angles, in order to describe the district 31 
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boundary lines; and 1 

WHEREAS, Attachment D consists of a Demographic Statistics of Plan report that 2 

describes the racial breakdown of the 2011 County Council Redistricting Plan districts; and 3 

WHEREAS, Attachment E consists of a Population Summary report that describes the 4 

racial breakdown of the voting age population by districts as well as the total population and 5 

district deviation from the ideal district population; population range, ratio range, absolute range, 6 

absolute overall range, relative range, relative overall range, absolute mean deviation and relative 7 

mean deviation; and  8 

WHEREAS, Attachment F consists of a Block Equivalency Report that describes which 9 

census blocks are included within each district of the 2011 County Council Redistricting Plan; 10 

and 11 

WHEREAS, the Council considered other specific supporting data as part of the legislative 12 

record in the creation of its 2011 County Council Redistricting Plan, to include a Census Place 13 

Communities of Interest Report, a Voting District Communities of Interest Report, a Plan 14 

Comparison Report, a Political Subdivision Splits Between Districts Report, and 15 

WHEREAS, the Attached Plan meets the requirements of Section 305 of the County 16 

Charter that the redistricting plan of County Council district boundaries be compact, contiguous, 17 

and equal in population; and 18 

WHEREAS, it is the intent of the County Council to exercise its authority pursuant to 19 

Section 305 of the County Charter; now, therefore 20 

SECTION 1.  BE IT ENACTED by the County Council of Prince George's County, 21 

Maryland, that the 2011 County Council Redistricting Plan, attached as Attachments A through 22 

F hereto, and incorporated as if set forth fully herein, be and the same is hereby approved. 23 

SECTION 2.  BE IT FURTHER ENACTED that the Clerk of the Council is hereby 24 

directed to transmit a certified copy of the approved 2011 Redistricting Plan to the Prince 25 

George’s County Board of Elections on the date it becomes law for further administrative action.26 
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Adopted this 1st day of November, 2011. 

COUNTY COUNCIL OF PRINCE 

GEORGE'S COUNTY, MARYLAND 

BY: _________________________________ 

Ingrid M. Turner 

Chair 

ATTEST: 

______________________________ 

Redis C. Floyd 

Clerk of the Council 

APPROVED: 

DATE: ________________________ BY: _________________________________ 

Rushern L. Baker, III 

County Executive 

KEY: 

Underscoring indicates language added to existing law. 

[Brackets] indicate language deleted from existing law. 

Asterisks *** indicate intervening existing Code provisions that remain unchanged. 
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For: 2011-2011 Prince George's County Council Page 15 of 15
Total: 65 Progress of Legislation (Bills) Date: 2/1/2016

 Committee Public Action &
 Referral- Hearing EffectiveDate

Ref# Description  Recommendation Date/Time DatesIntroduced
An Act concerning 2011 Prince George’s County Council 10/11/2011 11/1/2011 EnactedCB-064-2011
Redistricting Plan For the purpose of enacting a plan of 1:30 PM 11/1/2011
County Council district boundaries in accordance with 
Section 305 of the County Charter 

 Remarks

Proposers      IT;WC;MRF;AH;ML;EO;OP;KT Effective Executive Action/DateSponsors        IT;WC;MRF;AH;ML;EO;OP;KT 11/4/2011S  11/4/2011Co-Sponsors      

Executive Order No. 49-2011 (Reorganization Proposal)  PSFM   10/25/2011 ApprovedCB-065-2011
relating to the Fire Commission  FAV   11/2/2011 11/8/2011

Proposers      CO. EXEC.
Sponsors        
Co-Sponsors       Remarks Effective

11/8/2011

 Executive Action/Date
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Section 305.  Redistricting Procedure. 
 
 The boundaries of Council districts shall be reestablished in 1982 and every tenth year 
thereafter.  Whenever district boundaries are to be reestablished the Council shall appoint, not later 
than February 1 of the year prior to the year in which redistricting is to be effective, a commission on 
redistricting, composed of two members from each political party chosen from a list of five names 
submitted by the Central Committee of each political party which polled at least fifteen percent of 
the total vote cast for all candidates for the Council in the immediately preceding regular election.  
The Council shall appoint one additional member of the Commission who shall serve as chairman.  
No person shall be eligible for appointment to the Commission if he holds any elected office.  By 
September 1 of the year prior to the year in which redistricting is to be effective, the Commission 
shall prepare, publish, and make available a plan of Council districts and shall present that plan, 
together with a report explaining it, to the Council.  The plan shall provide for Council districts that 
are compact, contiguous, and equal in population.  No less than fifteen calendar days and no more 
than thirty calendar days after receiving the plan of the Commission, the Council shall hold a public 
hearing on the plan.  If the Council passes no other law changing the proposal, then the plan, as 
submitted, shall become law, as of the last day of November, as an act of the Council, subject to 
Sections 320 and 321 of this Charter. 
(Amended, CB-92-1974, ratified Nov. 5, 1974; Petition ratified Nov. 4, 1980; Amended, 
CB-69-2002, ratified Nov. 5, 2002) 
 
 Editor's Note:  Members of the Prince George's County Redistricting Commission were 
appointed by CR-5-2001.  The Commission's plan was allowed to become law without amendment 
by the Council. 
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Sec. 207.  Revision of councilmanic districts.

   After receiving the report of the Charter Revision Commission as provided in Section 1203 of Article XII of this Charter, the County
Council is hereby empowered by ordinance enacted by the affirmative vote of not less than five members, to revise, amend or
reconstitute councilmanic districts then in effect but not to change the number thereof. Any such ordinance shall not be subject to
executive veto and shall become law on the date of its enactment by the Council. Any such ordinance shall not be an emergency
ordinance and shall be subject to the referendum provisions of Article III of this Charter.
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Sec. 207. Revision of councilmanic districts. 

(a) Redistricting commission; composition. Not later than March 1 of the year after each decennial census of the
United States, the County Council shall establish, by resolution, a councilmanic redistricting commission. The
commission shall be composed of five members appointed by the County Council. A person who holds
elective office is not eligible for appointment to the commission.

(b) Commission action. The commission shall hold at least three public hearings, and, by October 15 of the year
in which the commission is appointed, the commission shall recommend to the county council legislation to
revise, amend, or reconstitute, but not to increase or decrease the number of, councilmanic districts in effect
at such time. The legislation shall provide for councilmanic districts that are compact, contiguous, and
substantially equal in population, and in which due regard is given to current natural, geographic, and
community boundaries.

(c) Council action. The county council shall hold one or more public hearings on the recommendation of the
commission, and by January 31 of the year following the appointment of the commission, the council shall
adopt a final redistricting plan by legislative act adopted by a majority plus one of the total number of county
council members. The final plan may not increase or decrease the number of councilmanic districts in effect
at the time. The plan shall provide for councilmanic districts that are compact, contiguous, and substantially
equal in population, and in which due regard is given to current natural, geographic, and community
boundaries.

(d) Final redistricting plan. The final redistricting plan adopted by the county council is not subject to the
executive veto provided in Article III, Section 308(g), but is subject to the referendum provision of Article III,
Section 309.

(Bill No. 78, 1978, § 1) (Approved by voters Nov. 7, 1978; effective Dec. 8, 1978) (Bill No. 67-02, 2002, § 1) 
(Approved by voters Nov. 5, 2002; effective Dec. 5, 2002) 

Editor's note(s)—By Bill 59-11, § 1, the County Council revised and reconstituted the councilmanic districts in 
accordance with the 2010 census. 
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214. Redistricting.

(a) The Council shall appoint by resolution a Redistricting Commission not later than
April 1 of the year following each decennial census date. The central committee of
each political party polling at least 25% of the total vote cast for the Executive at
the last preceding general election shall nominate five persons to serve on the
Commission. Each such list shall include one person who resides in each residency
district. The Council shall appoint all such nominees as members of the
Commission as well as one or two additional members of the Commission, as the
case may be, to ensure that its total membership equals an odd number. The Council
shall appoint the Chair of the Commission from among the Commission members.
No person shall be eligible for appointment to the Commission who holds elective
office.

(b) By November 15 of the year before the year in which redistricting is to take effect,
the Commission shall present to the Council a plan of residency districts, together
with a report explaining it. Within 30 days of receiving the plan of the Commission,
the Council shall hold a public hearing on the plan. If within 90 days after
submission of the plan no other legislation reestablishing the boundaries of the
residency districts has been enacted, the plan as submitted shall become law.

(c) Any residency district established in accordance with this section shall be compact,
contiguous, substantially equal in population, and have common interests as a result
of geography, occupation, history, or existing political boundaries.

(d) An ordinance establishing residency districts shall be exempt from referendum.

:1
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213. Redistricting.

(a) Not later than April 1 of the year after each decennial census date, the Council shall
appoint a Commission on Redistricting. The central committee of each political
party that polled at least 25 percent of the total vote cast for all the candidates for
Council at the last preceding general election shall nominate five persons to serve
on the Commission. Each such list shall include one person who resides in each
district. The Council shall appoint all such nominees as members of the
Commission as well as one additional member of the Commission. The Council
shall appoint the Chairperson of the Commission from among the Commission
members. No person shall be eligible for appointment to the Commission who holds
elective office.

(b) By November 15 of the year before the year in which redistricting is to take effect,
the Commission shall present to the Council a plan of council districts, together
with a report explaining it. Within 30 days of receiving the plan of the Commission,
the Council shall hold a public hearing on the plan. If within 90 days after
presentation of the Commission's plan no other law reestablishing the boundaries of
the council districts has been enacted, then the plan, as submitted, shall become law.

(c) Any council district established in accordance with this section shall be compact,
contiguous, substantially equal in population, and have common interests as a result
of geography, occupation, history, or existing political boundaries.

(d) An ordinance establishing council districts shall be exempt from referendum.

:1
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214. Redistricting

(a) The Council shall appoint by resolution a Redistricting Commission not later than April 1 of the year following each
decennial census date. The central committee of each political party shall nominate three persons to serve on the
Commission if, at the time of nomination, at least twenty-five percent of the total number of registered voters in the County
are affiliated with the political party.  The Council shall appoint all such nominees as members of the Commission as well as
two or three additional members of the Commission, as the case may be, who are unaffiliated with any political party for at
least two years prior to the date of appointment, to ensure that its total membership equals an odd number. The Chair of the
Commission shall be elected by and from the Commission members. No person shall be eligible for appointment to the
Commission who holds elective office.

(b) By November 15 of the year following each decennial census date, the Commission shall present to the Council a
plan of Council Districts, together with a report explaining it. Within thirty days of receiving the plan of the Commission, the
Council shall hold a public hearing on the plan. If within ninety days after submission of the plan no other legislation
reestablishing the boundaries of the Council Districts has been enacted, the plan as submitted shall become law.

(c) Any Council District established in accordance with this section shall be compact, contiguous, substantially equal in
population, and have common interests as a result of geography, occupation, history, or existing political boundaries.

(d) An ordinance establishing Council Districts shall be exempt from referendum.
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Sec. 104. Redistricting Procedure.

   The boundaries of Council districts shall be reviewed in 1972 and every tenth year thereafter. Whenever district boundaries are to be
reviewed, the Council shall appoint, not later than February 1 of the year before the year in which redistricting is to take effect, a
commission on redistricting.  The Commission shall be composed of eleven registered voters who reside in the County. The Commission
shall include at least one but no more than four members of each political party which polled at least fifteen percent of the total vote cast
for all candidates for the Council in the last preceding regular election. At least one member of the Commission shall reside in each
Council district. The Commission shall, at its first meeting, select one of its members to serve as its chair. No person who holds any
elected office shall be eligible for appointment to the Commission.

   By November 15 of the year before the year in which redistricting is to take effect, the Commission shall present a plan of Council
districts, together with a report explaining it, to the Council. Within thirty days after receiving the plan of the Commission, the Council
shall hold a public hearing on the plan. If within ninety days after presentation of the Commission’s plan no other law reestablishing the
boundaries of the Council districts has been enacted, then the plan, as submitted, shall become law. After any redistricting plan or any
other law amending the boundaries of Council districts becomes law, the boundaries of the Council districts so established shall apply to
the next regular election for Councilmembers and to any special election held or appointment made to fill a vacancy on the Council that
occurs after those boundaries are established. (Election of 11-2-82; election of 11-3-98; election of 11-4-14; election of 11-6-18.)

   Editor’s note—See County Attorney Opinion No. 95.003 dated 12/6/95 explaining that the Council retains the authority to control
whether the Commission on Redistricting plan becomes law, but the Council must take action within 90 days of receiving the plan.  See
County Attorney Opinion dated 1/9/92 explaining that not all meetings fall within the Open Meetings Act and, therefore, not all
meetings need to be open to the public or included in public notice.
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Section 201. Compositions and districts.

There shall be a County Council of Wicomico County, Maryland composed of seven (7)
members, five (5) of whom shall be elected from a different Councilmanic District and
two (2) of whom shall be elected from the county at large.

A. Composition. Wicomico County, Maryland, shall be divided into five (5)
Councilmanic Districts, numbered one (1) through five (5). The qualified voters of
each of such districts shall elect a resident of that district to serve as a member of
the Wicomico County Council. All of the qualified voters of the county shall vote
at large for the remaining two (2) members of the Wicomico County Council. The
members shall be nominated and elected by the qualified voters of the county at the
same time as the members of the General Assembly are or may be elected under the
laws of Maryland from time to time.

B. Districting procedure. The boundaries of Councilmanic Districts shall be
established within two years after the publication of the Decennial Census figures
of the United States Bureau of the Census.1

1. Whenever district boundaries are to be established or re-established, the
County Council shall appoint, not later than February 15 of the year prior to
the year in which redistricting is to be effective, a redistricting commission.
By September 1, the redistricting commission shall prepare, publish and make
available to the public a plan of the proposed councilmanic districts and shall
present that plan to the County Council. The plan shall provide for
councilmanic districts that are reasonably compact, contiguous and
substantially equal in population.

2. No less than fifteen (15) calendar days and no more than forty-five (45)
calendar days after receiving the plan of the commission the Council shall hold
a public hearing on the plan.

3. Following the public hearing, the Council may adopt the plan as presented or
may make any modifications or amendments to the plan.

4. Seventy (70) days following presentation of the commission's plan, the plan as
finally adopted by the County Council shall become law.2

1. Note: Original language: "in 1989 and reestablished in 1992 and every 10th year thereafter."
2. Note: It is the intent of the Council to establish a Redistricting Commission to initially propose a Redistricting plan.

After Public Hearing the Council may adopt the Commission's Plan, or may adopt revisions. However the time at
which the Redistricting Plan as finally adopted becomes law is based on the original presentation of the Commission's
Plan.
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Section 202. The County Council. 

The legislative power of the County is vested in the County Council of Howard County which shall consist of 
five members who shall be elected from the Councilmanic Districts.  

(a) Mode of election. Each of the members of the Council shall be nominated and elected by the qualified voters
of the Councilmanic District in which he or she resides. Each Councilmanic District shall elect one Council
member.

(b) Qualifications.

1. In General. Each candidate for the council shall have resided in the County for a period of not less
than two years immediately prior to nomination; shall be a registered voter; and shall be a resident of the 
Council District which the candidate seeks to represent at the time of filing for candidacy and during the full 
term of office; and shall not be less than twenty-five years of age at the time of election.  

2. Other Offices or Employment. No person shall qualify or serve as a member of the council: while
holding any other office of profit or trust of or under the State or County government; while employed by the 
County; or while employed by any agency, board, commission, unit or other entity which receives funds 
through the County budget. No member of the Council shall, during the whole term for which he or she was 
elected, be eligible for appointment to any County office or position or be eligible for employment by the 
County.  

3. Forfeiture of Office. If a member of the Council ceases to be a qualified and registered voter of the
County, moves his or her residence from the councilmanic district he or she was elected to represent, 
accepts any other office of profit or trust of or under the state or county government, becomes employed by 
the County or any other entity which receives funds through the County budget, or is convicted of any crime 
involving moral turpitude, he or she shall immediately forfeit his or her office.  

(c) Term of office. Members of the Council shall qualify for office on the first Monday in December following
their election, or as soon thereafter as practicable and shall enter upon the duties of their office immediately
upon their qualification. They shall hold office for a term of four years commencing at the time of their
qualification and continuing until their successors shall qualify. A person who has been elected to the County
Council three times or who has been elected to the County Council twice and has been appointed to fill a
Council vacancy and served two or more years of that term shall be ineligible to be a candidate for the
County Council. In determining eligibility of a candidate pursuant to this subsection, no term or part of any
term served prior to the election of November 6, 1990, shall be used in calculating the limitation on number
of terms a Council member may serve.

(d) Compensation and allowances. Each member of the Council shall receive as compensation and allowances
for the performance of public duties under this Charter the sum of not less than Seventy-eight Hundred
Dollars ($7,800.00) per annum and shall not accrue annual leave or be entitled to any payment in lieu
thereof. The compensation and allowances shall be in full compensation for all services required by this
Charter to be performed by the members of the Council, but shall not preclude reasonable and necessary
expenses as may be provided in the budget. The County Council shall establish a Compensation Review
Commission every four years to review the Council's compensation and allowances in accordance with the
provisions of Article 25A Subsection 5(AA) of the Annotated Code of Maryland.

(e) Vacancies. Unless provision for filling a vacancy by special election has been established by ordinance, a
vacancy occurring in the office of the Council member prior to the expiration of his or her term shall be filled
by the Council within thirty days after the vacancy occurs by the appointment of a person whose name is to
be submitted in writing to the Council by the State Central Committee of Howard County representing the
political party to which the previous member belonged at the time of the member's most recent election. If a
name is not submitted by the appropriate State Central Committee within twenty-five days after the vacancy
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occurs or if the previous incumbent was not a member of a political party at the time of the member's most 
recent election, then the vacancy shall be filled by a majority vote of the remaining members of the Council. 
The member so appointed shall reside in the same Councilmanic District as his or her predecessor and shall 
possess and maintain the same qualifications as an elected Council member. The member so appointed shall 
serve the unexpired term of his or her predecessor.  

(f) Redistricting. 

1. Boundaries.  

After each decennial census, the Council shall promptly adopt a Resolution appointing a 
Councilmanic Redistricting Commission. The Central Committee of each political party which polled at 
least twenty-five per centum of the total vote cast for all the candidates for the Office of County 
Executive in the last preceding general election shall nominate three persons to serve on the 
Commission. The Council shall appoint all such nominees as members of the Commission as well as one 
additional member of the Commission. The Council shall appoint the Chairperson of the Commission 
from among the Commission members. No person shall be eligible for appointment to the Commission 
who holds elective office.  

By the date that the Council sets by Resolution following the appointment of the Commission, 
the Commission shall prepare a plan of Councilmanic Districts and shall present that plan to the 
Council. Within thirty days after receiving the plan of the Commission, the Council shall hold a public 
hearing on the plan. If by the date that the Council sets by Resolution following presentation of the 
plan by the Commission, no ordinance re-establishing the boundaries of the Councilmanic Districts has 
been enacted, then the plan as submitted by the Commission shall become law. Any Councilmanic 
District established in accordance with this Article shall be compact, contiguous, substantially equal in 
population, and have common interest as a result of geography, history, or existing political 
boundaries. Any ordinance establishing Councilmanic Districts shall be exempt from referendum.  

The Board of Supervisors of Elections shall take any necessary steps to implement any such 
revisions of the Councilmanic District Boundaries so adopted.  

(g) Planning and zoning. 

1. Any amendment, restatement or revision to the Howard County General Plan, the Howard County 
Zoning Regulations or Howard County Zoning Maps, other than a reclassification map amendment 
established under the "change and mistake" principle set out by the Maryland Court of Appeals, is declared 
to be a legislative act and may be passed only by the Howard County Council by original bill in accordance 
with the legislative procedure set forth in Section 209 of the Howard County Charter. Such an act shall be 
subject to executive veto and may be petitioned to referendum by the people of the county pursuant to 
Section 211 of the Charter.  
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Section 205. Redistricting procedure.

(a) The boundaries of Council districts shall be established in 1974 and re-established
in 1982 and every 10th year thereafter. Whenever district boundaries are to be
established or reestablished, the Council shall appoint, not later than February 15 of
the year prior to the year in which redistricting is to be effective, a commission on
redistricting, composed of two members from each political party chosen from a list
of five names submitted by the governing body of each political party which polled
at least fifteen percent of the total vote cast for all candidates for the Council in the
immediately preceding regular election or which had at least fifteen percent of the
registered voters in the County on the date of that election. The Council shall
appoint one additional member of the Commission, who shall not be a member of
any of the political parties entitled to two members of the Commission and shall be
a registered voter in Harford County. The Commission shall, at its first meeting,
select one of its members to serve as chair. No person shall be eligible for
appointment to the Commission if that person holds any elected office. [Amended
by Bill No. 12-32]

(b) By October 1 of the year prior to the year in which redistricting is to be effective,
the Commission shall prepare, publish, and make available a plan of Council
districts and shall present that plan, together with a report explaining it, to the
Council. The plan shall provide for Council districts that are compact, contiguous,
and substantially equal in population. No less than fifteen calendar days and no
more than thirty calendar days after receiving the plan of the Commission, the
Council shall hold a public hearing on the plan. If within seventy calendar days
following presentation of the Commission's plan no other law establishing or re-
establishing the boundaries of the Council districts has been enacted, then the plan,
as submitted, shall become law.
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The Referendum Issues in· Marylan<l 

IN CONSIDERING the decisions which they will make 
next Tuesday at the polls, Maryland voters should 

not overlook the 14 statewide referendum questions 
which will appear on the ballots in various jurisdictions. 
&ggl~ of these questions are minor or technical, but 
aome involve sign.i.ficant matters of public policy. 

Of the statewide questions, the most important is 
Question 14. This 1s·the referendum on the bill passed 
by the General Assembly this year providing state aid 
for transportation and teaching materials for nonpublic 
IChools. The program, if approved, would cost about $9. 7 
million next year, although no funds are now available. 
Two years ago Maryland's voters decisively rejected an 
expensive state-subsidy plan. This year the details are 
cU:fferent but the issue is the same: should state funds 
be used to support private educational facilities? Pro· 
ponents argue that many paroehial and other private 
IChools provide excellent. education for those children 
who ehoose to attend. and that many such schools are 
IUffering from soaring costs and declining enrollments. 

Suell stater.·ents illustrate that independence has its 
price as well as its benefits .. r"'reedom from government 
control means separation from public aid. The over
riding principle. in our view. is that state funds should 
i>e used to support the b~st possible public schools. 
Maryland voters can reaffirm that principle by votin~ 
No on Question 14. 

'Ilhree other statewide issues stand out as desirable 
Improvements in state government. Question 5. a re
sponse to recent scandals in Baltimore County, would 
establish orderly procedures for the suspension and 
removal from office of elected officials convicted of 
serious crimes. Question 10 would expand the powers 
of the' state Commission on Judicial Disabilities to 
discipline unfit or wayward judges. Question 8, an im
provement of a different sort. would raise the governor's 
aalary fram $25,000 per year to $45,000 per year. an 
amount more commensurate with the powers and stature 
of that office. All three of these questions merit approval. 

In Montgomery County, the most important and con
troversial local matter is Question A. This is a charter 
amendment, initiated by attorney Robin Ficker. which 
would require approval by referendum of future bond 
issues sponsored or guaranteed by the county. 8chonl 
<·onstruclion and Metro financin~ would hr exemJll: nrnny 
authorities believe that honds for sPwcrs and SC'W:t!-!f' 

treatment projects built by the Washington Suburban 
Sanitary Commission would also be exempt, but Mr. 
Ficker disputes this point. · 

In many jurisdictions, the referendum process gives 
citizens their ·,best, and sometimes their oDly. oppor
tunity to pass judgment on capital outlays. Montgom~ 
County, however, already employs extensive procedures 
for publie hearings and debate on the local six~,ear 
capital improvement! plan and the issuance of bonds. 
Furthermore, individual bond resolutions may now be 
petitioned to referendum if sufficient public concern 
exists. Far from. improving on these procedures, the 
Ficker Amendment could tangle and confuse the county's 
planning and fiscal management, delay projects, increase 
costs, and possibly jeopardize the prized AAA bond 
rating which .Montgomery County now enjoys. Moreover. 
the amendment is not likely to promote a detailed public 
assessment of individual projects, since experience shows 
that controversial projects requiring voter approval are 
usually packaged for referendum purposes with other 
items which are more attractive or draw support from 
other neighborhoods. 

Five bond questions on the ballot in Prince George·s 
County illustrate the problems which packaging can 
cause. The five would authorize bonds for health facil
ities and solid waste dlspo/aI. (Question D. $13.3 million>; 
for roads, sidewalks and bicycle paths (Question E. $25 
million>: for hospitals and related facilities ,Question F. 
S-14.8 million); for community colleges, libraries and 
other general governmental construction (Question G. 
s:35.4 million); and for police. fire and detention facilities 
1Question H. SB.:l million• .. \II of these projects have 
been appron•d by thl" Prince George's government. 
Some have already bePn de°Jayed. at substantial cost. by 
the r~f<•rendum requirement. The choice for voters is 
a limited one: it is not possible. for instance, to support 
a health clinic for Clinton and vote against one for 
Laurel. since the two are tied together. Overall. the total 
of $126.9 million in propo~d bonds may seem large. but 
it would constitute the county's entire capital improve
ments program for these categories of services over the 
next several vears. Given the size and needs of Prince 
George's Cou~ty. the five proposals seem generally jus
tified. 

Prince George's voters will also be asked to approve. 
retroacti\'ely. an outlay of about $2 million for roads and 
sewers for the Capital Centre at Largo (Question C>. 
Tf1is has proved to hr an investment with a large return 
and should be endorsed. 

Finallv. voters in both counties will be asked to sup
port adj~~tmcnts in their rc>spective charters to resolvr 
proeedural problt•m:,; which have arisen durin~ the fir:-t 
four years' expcricm·i• with this form of c·otmt.v J:!O\'crn
nwnt. Tlws1• ch,un.:es. m11:",t of which an• minor. Sf'PIU 
cnn:,;I rurtivl' and should lw .ippruvc.•11. 
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Marylanders to Vote on 13 Proposed Constitution Changes
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sed C.onstituti.01-1- Changes 
11roi,osal .would Place 1111 cmPlovees, ex
cept tho chief clerk, of the clerk'!. Of• 
flee of tile Balllmore Cllv Crimln<1I 
Court in the citv•s mC'ril (r'vll !>CrvicP' 
svslcm. 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY 
Question A; This Is the SO-Clllled 

"Ficker Amendment,'' named bt:lcauso 

;~1,fe"r0~o.'l&b1~o~~;kf ~ J8f t~c tJ~:u~~ 
on the ballot. A "yes" vote would re• 
c1ulro voter approval before the county 
could borrow money to finance any cap• 
Ital (construction) project, except tor 
schools, or to guarantee anv bonds for 
tho benefit of any stale or blcountv 
:~~?JY'p:~,;,irt c~ritl~~'{ig;, ~,"~~; vs~~~ 
vear capllal lms>rovements program by 

rr.~1
c~o~~~ 2~~!:'c~l' affeer il/.f tilfric::: 

109$, 
Question B: This ls a technlcal 

amendment of tho county charter Pro• 
r:iosed by e bl•imrtlsan charter review 
commission. A "Yes" vole would 
change the doodllnes bv which tlle ex
ec:uflvo must 1ubmlt, and tho council 
must act on, annual budgets. A "no" 
volo would keep the dates lls tnev now 
uxl~t. 

Question C: This proposal also camc.i 
from the charter revlow commission. A 
"Yos" voto would ftmend the cl'rtlrter to 
permit lhc employment of poll11callv 
<lPl>olntccl aldOS by the council ana OX· 
rr.:ullvo. A "no" vole would require that 
lhosu :,!dos bo Included under the coun-
ty'& merl! tm'tJ~'ir~~c:.nlr:~· 

Qucstlo"l A: This question contains 11 
number of "housekeeping" mensurc ... , 
propoi.cd by a charter review commll-
1110. designed to untanalo certain Pro
cedurnl snarls crHted bV provisions or 

Pr In, c George• :r. lour-ycar•old Charter. 
A "vcs" voto would favor the proposed 
chclll9CS. A ·•no" VOi.! would ket'i> Ille 
ct1-1rter in its. r-oscnl forrr 

kmong the -11oro 1m»0 la111 cha11Q .:, 
l,,cludea In tho bill, according to cau11rv 
ofliclals, arc &uggeslluns to: 

*Allow the- county Council to rndke 
emergency 'l'lPproprintlom, from con1111-
gency funds. or supplemental ap11r0Pr,u• 
tlon bv res.oluflon rather than bv bill, 
cuUlng tho time needed to make budgo
tarv alternations from 30 or more davs 
to two wooks. 

•Requtre the ,approval of both 1h• 
County Exocu/1ve and tnc C..ountv Coun
cil to f'emovo members of tho county 
Board of Ethics or its Porsonnt!I board, 

'"Remove bond authorltatlon feglslll• 
tlon from lho referendum proc:oss, rea• 
sonlno thnl U1e required referenauni on 
bond enabling leglslDtlon la sufflclenl. 

Question B: A "ves" vole woula be a 
vote to cham,10 the datb for flnel buuoct 
approval from June 15 to May 15. A 
"no" vote on this quc!llion would bo ."J 
vote to leave lhft oppro~I dattt at June 
IS. 

Question c: A "ves" vote would be a 
~~•.., 1W10.:;'Pkf,.°v~a1~: a~J'1i~crtll~?u\~~ Cmnt,1 Centrt' Arenn lit Largo. A "no" 
volo would btl ,-i volt> lo tiisnpprcvc the 
.:. •ocndltur\l, which IMS 1ureadv 1>.:en 
mllde. 

QUESTION O: '>\ "yet," vote would 
be fl vote lo authorlzo the ralslnp ot 
ll.3 million to c:o(lstruct regional he.,lth 
cllnlcs at Clinton nnd Laurel, ami local 
cllnlcs in Oxon HIii, Bowle-Hunllngton, 
and Upper Marlboro, 

The monov would also be spent ror 
the first stuocs of a protoc.t at tM 
Brown Station L11ndflll whose evuntu.111 
~oal Is to. reclaim s.omo of tho re• 

sources round In solid waste, trash, and 
refuse. 

A "no" vole on this question would 
b" a vole to oppose the ral&lnc of Iha 
n11mey for these purPOl>O:.. 

Question E: A "yes" vote would bo ,11 
vote to aulhorlze tho raising or $25 mil· 
lion to llnanec ,a network of blcvclo 
paths throuuhout the countv, to UP
nr ado mass transit slfos, lo provlao 
railroad crossings at eight location!;, 
and to finance other roads prolocts In 
the county. A "no" vote would OPPose 
the ral:-.lng of $25Jnlllion for those pur
poses. 

Question F, A "ves•• vote would be a• 

~1W10~
0 

f ~~u~of ~J~be
1Se p:&,\~"~os~lt~~.;f 

Laurel, and a 200-t>ed publlc hospital In 
Bowle. A "no" vote Is a vote to OPPOs• 
;~fs.raislng of tho moncv for 1ho hOSPi• 

Question G: A "ves•' voto would be a 
vote to approve tho ralslna of $35 • .C mil• 

[~~re
1
1°~nae~ •• ~~w.,~~1

lyno;..
01

:u~~,n~~ 
at tho Community Colle<,& In Largo, 
five now library branches, tho develop• 
mont of the 1,600oncre 11!/mployment i>ark 
In Bowle, and the remodeling or c:on
strucfion of five school or school 
support sites. A "no" vote on this ciue!• 
tlon is a vote to oppose tho raising 
of monov for thoso purPOses. 

Question H: A "ves" vote Is a vote to 
authorize tho raising of $8,4 mllllon to s~~o~0

~n,:e:v•:t~bl~~k ,~oWc"~~) re H:fo~ 
i:,arlmcnt training academy, to build 
two new police stations and eight flro 
stations, ilnd 1o provide 74 new lall 
cells In tho countv lall In Upper Marl
boro. A "no" vote rs a vote to oopo:..
thc raising of monev for tho obOv• Pl.Ir• 
po,os. 
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