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The Frontlines Project: 
Partners & Core Curriculum

The Frontlines project includes representatives from the 
• Thurgood Marshall State Law Library , 
• Conference of Maryland Court Law Library Directors (CMCLLD) ,
•  t h e  Maryland Access to Justice Commission , a n d  
• t h e  Access to Justice Department of the Administrative Office of the Courts (A2J) .

In s t ru c t o r s  fo r  e a c h  c o u r s e  w ill v a ry  b u t  t h e  in fo rm a t io n  p ro v id e d  is  b a s e d  o n  t h e  c o re  
c u r r ic u lu m  o f t h e  o n g o in g  F ro n t lin e s  P ro je c t .



the structure of 
g o ve rn m e n t .

t h e  c o n n e c t io n  b e t w e e n  t h e  
s t ru c t u re  o f g o ve rn m e n t  
a n d  fin d in g  t h e  la w .

p rim a ry  re s o u rc e s  o f la w . w h e re  t o  fin d  h e lp  
w h e n  n e e d e d .

Describe Explain Utilize Describe

Learning Outcomes



Access 
to J ustice

Legal 
Information

Self- Help 
Services

Limited Scope 
Representation

Full Legal 
Representation

A quick review...

Why are public libraries key players in access to justice?



What is Law?

Language passed by government 
bodies that holds force over all 
parties in a particular jurisdiction.



Three branches & 
the law they make

Legislature

Congress
General Assembly
County Council
Statutory Law

Statutes (aka Acts, Session laws, Ordinances)

Executive

President
Governor
Executive Agencies
Regulatory Law
Administrative Law

Regulations
Executive Orders

Judiciary

Courts (appellate, trial)

Case Law

Cases, aka Opinions
Rules of Procedure

CONSTITUTION



Court Structure

Maryland Courts

District Court (33)

Circuit Court (24)
Orphans Court

Appellate Court of 
Maryland

Federal Courts

U.S. District Courts
94 Districts, each with a 

Bankruptcy Court

U.S. Court of International Trade
U.S. Court of Federal Claims

U.S. Court of Appeals
13 Circuits 

(12 Regional and 1 for 
the Federal Circuit)



C
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Md. Code, Family Law § 5- 104

State Code Article Name

Section 
Number

Chapter

COMAR 07.01.02.05

R
eg

s

Reg

R
ul

es Md. Rule 6- 301

Title

Chapter

C
as

es Doe vs. Johnson 413 Md. 817

Party 1

Party 2

Volume 
Number

Title Page #

Recognizing 
Citation Formats



Location Matters
Community 

By- Laws



Importance of 
Dates & Language



Finding 
the Law



DROP YOUR FINDINGS IN CHAT

Practice
Md Code, Nat Res, sec. 4-803 – what is this section about?

Find the Md Code section that gives pedestrians the right of way where 
pedestrian control signs are in place.

Find the COMAR regulations addressing the topic from question #1.

Find the section of your local code that discusses the keeping of livestock 
or fowl. If your county allows it, how many ducks can you have?

Using the Gateway to Maryland Law, find the following:



CASE LAW

Case law databases

Westlaw / Lexis (fee-based)
Google Scholar (free)

Secondary Sources

Provides citations to primary law
People’s Law Library of Maryland
Nolo

Maryland Judiciary Case Search

https://scholar.google.com
https://www.peoples-law.org
https://www.nolo.com
https://casesearch.courts.state.md.us/casesearch/


DROP YOUR FINDINGS IN CHAT

Practice
Using the Maryland PLL website, find the article on Defamation 
Law; locate and write down the citations to the two Maryland 
cases cited for this topic.

Then, go to Google Scholar. Look up one of the two citations you 
identified. In that case, identify the following:

a) The date of the decision
b) The judge who authored the opinion
c) The decision of the court



Women’s Law Center of Maryland
F a m ily  La w  Ho t lin e
Em p lo y m e n t  La w  Ho t lin e

C o u r t  He lp  C e n t e r s  -  note: note all family 
help centers assist with adult guardianship.

MD Le g a l A id

F a m ily  C o u r t  He lp  C e n t e r s

P LL Le g a l S e r v ic e s  Dir e c t o r y

P u b lic  La w  Lib r a r ie s

If You Hit a Wall

https://wlcmd.org
https://mdcourts.gov/helpcenter
https://www.mdlab.org
https://www.mdcourts.gov/family/familyselfhelp
https://www.peoples-law.org/directory
https://www.mdcourts.gov/lawlib/using-library/for-librarians/maryland-law-libraries


SELF-EDUCATION: 
LEGAL REFERENCE

• Maryland Judiciary videos – What is the Law?
• Frontlines Page -  Introduction
• Frontlines past recordings and slides
• Maryland Public Library Toolkit

https://www.mdcourts.gov/video/selfhelp/what-law
https://www.mdcourts.gov/lawlib/using-library/for-librarians/legal-reference-training
https://www.mdcourts.gov/lawlib/using-library/for-librarians/legal-reference-training/PLR-schedule-training
https://www.mdcourts.gov/lawlib/using-library/for-librarians/public-library-toolkit


MORE 
QUESTIONS?

Maryland Court & County Law Libraries

Thurgood Marshall State Law Library

410 -260 -1430
lawlibrary@mdcourts.gov

MD Access to Justice Commission

443 -703 -3037

A2J Department, Administrative Office of the Courts

410 -260 -1258
inquiries@mdcourts.gov

http://www.mdcourts.gov/ccll
https://www.mdcourts.gov/lawlib
http://www.mdaccesstojustice.org
http://www.mdcourts.gov/accesstojustice
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